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In CONGRESS. 


* 5 srrrzusza 26, 776. 


RESOLVED, 


TH 4 7 the Committee appointed to ſaperintmnd 
the publication of the Fournals be empowered and inſtructed to ems 
| ploy Robert Aitken, to reprint the ſaid Fournals from the begin- 


ning, with all Pali ible Expedition, and to continue to print the 


Jane. 


Extrad from the Minutes, 


CHARLES THOMSON, Secrzraxy, 
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Menp ar, September 55 1774. 


the ſeveral Colonies and Provinces in North-America, to 


meet and hold a en at Philadelphia, aſſembled at 


the Carpenter -H =. | 
LA hs 8 


Vion . 


Major 7 ohn Sullivan, Eg. Col. Nathaniel Pulp, Eſq. 


From MassacnvusstTTs-Bay. 
The Hon. Thomas Cuſhing, Eſq. John Adams, Eſq. 
Mr. Samuel Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Eſd. 


e RRopDE-IsLAND 5 8 5 | 


The Hon. Stephen Hopkins Eſq. The Hon. Samuel Ward, Eſq. 


From ne er. 


The 11055 2 Dyer, Eſq. 'The Hon. Roger Sherman, da 
Silas Jeane, Eſq. 


From the City and County of New-York, and other Counties i in 
f the Province of New-York. 

James Dez Eſq. © Philip Livingſton, Eſq. 

© Jobs Jays Eſq. 2 Iſaac Low, Eſq : | 
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George Waſhington, Eſd. 


2 JovnNaLs or ConGress. 


From the County of SUFFOLK in the Province of Nzw-You x. 
Col. William Floyd, Eſq. 


From Naw-IERS Ex. 3 TED 
James Kinſey, "Eſq. John Debart, Eſq. 


Hallian * Eſq. | Stephen Crane, Ea · 
| Richard Smith, F. : 


Frum Pann SYLVAN 14. 


The Hon. Foe þh Galloway,Eſq. Carles - hg Eſq. 
Samuel Rhoads, Eſq. Fohßn Morton, Eſq. 
Thomas  Miflin, Eſq- Edward Biddle, Efq- 


From NewcAasTLE, Kenr, and Susskx, on DeLawanr. 


The Hon. Cefar Rodney, Eſq. Thomas M Kean, EI. 
George Read, Eſq. © 


From MazrLanD. 


Rehert Golitorongh, Eſq. William Paca, Eſq- 
Samuel Chaſe, Eſq. 


28 From Viso In iA. 
The Hon. Poa Randolph, Eſq. Richard Bland, Eſq. 
Benjamin Harriſon, Eſq, 


Patrick Henry, Eſq. Edmund Pendleton, Eſq. 


Prem Bou vn Ct bl 88 8 5 
12 5 Middletown, Eſq. Chriſtopher Gain, Eſq. 
Tos Rutledge „ * : Thomas Lynch, Eſq. 

Edward Alen Eſq. 


* 


The Congreſs proceeded to the choice a T Prebifent: when the 
Hon. Peyton Randolph, Eſq. was unanimouſly elected. 


Mr. Charles Thomſon was unanimouſly choſen Secretary. 
The Gentlemen from the ſeveral Colonies produced their re- 
Tpettive Credentials, which were read and e as s follows: 


Province of New- Ha: MPSHIRE. 


At a Meeting of the Deputies appointed by the ſereral Ss 
in this Province held at Exeter in the County of Rockingham, 2 1it 
July. 1774, for the election of Delegates, on behalf of this Pro- 


vince, to Join the General Congrels propoſed. Prefent 8 5 Mem- 
F 


The Hon. John Wentworth, Eſq in the Chair. 


VorTzp, That Major John Bain” and Colonel Nathaniet 
Fulſom, Eſqrs. be appointed and empowered, as Delegates, on:the 
part of this Province, to attend and aſſiſt in the General Congreſs 
of * from the other Colonies, at ſuch time and place, as 


may 


ee e 


_ ſubſtance of theſe Refolves. 


- 


SEE TEMBER 5, 17/4. — 


may be appointed to deviſe, conſult, and adopt ſuch Meaſures, as 
may have the moſt likely tendeney to extricate the Colonies from 


their preſent Difficulties; to. ſecure and perpetuate their Rights, 


Liberties, and Privileges, and to reftore that Peace, Harmony, 


and mutual Confidence, which once happily ſubſiſted between the 


Parent Country and her Colonies. 


Province of Massachszrrs-Bav. 
In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, June 17, 1774. 


This Houſe having duly conſidered and being deeply affected 
with the unhappy differences, which have Jong ſubſiſted and are 
increaſing, between Great-Britain and the American Colonies, do 


Reſolve: That a Meeting of Committees from the feveral Colonies 


on this Continent, is highly expedient and neceſſary, to conſult . 

? the Colonies, and the Miſeries to which 

they are and muſt be reduced by the operation of certain Acts of 
Parliament reſpecting America, and to deliberate and determine 
upon wiſe and proper Meaſures to be by them recommended to all 
the Colonies, for the recovery and eftabliſhment of their juſt 
Rights and Liberties, civil and religious, and the reſtoration of _ 
Union and Harmony between Ereat-Britain and the Colonies, 


upon the preſent State o 


moſt ardently deſired by all good Men. Therefore, Reſolved, 


J. WEN TwOoR TR, Chairman, 


That the Hon. Zames Bowdsine, Eſq. the Hon. Thomas Cuſhing, 


Efq. Mr. Samuel Adams, Jobu Adams, and Robert Treat Paine, 


Eſdrs. be, and they are hereby appointed a Committee on the part 
of this Province, for the Purpoſes aforefaid, any three of whom to 


be a Quorum; to meet ſuch Committees or Delegates from the 


other Colonies, as have been or may be appointed either by their re- 


1ſt Day of September next; and that the Speaker of the Houſe be 
directed, in a Letter to the Speakers of the Houſes of Burgeſſes 
or Repreſentatives in the ſeveral Colonies, to- inform them of the 


SAMUEL ADAMS, Clerk. 
„  Rnope-IsLAnD. „5 
By the Hon. Joszen WAN TO, Eſq. Governor, Captain-Gene- 
ral, and Commander in Chief of and over the Engliſh Colony of 
Rhode-I/land, and Providence Plantations, in New-England, in 
America. RE Ky . ID 5 
To the Aon. Stephen Hopkins, Eſq. and the Hon. Samuel Ward, 
5 272727 
Whereas the General Aſſembly of the Colony aforeſaid, have 


nominated and appointed you the ſaid Stephen Hoplius and Samuel 
| Ward, 


_ ſpective Houſes of Burgeſſes, or Repreſentatives, or by Convention, 
or by the Committees of Correſpondence appointed by tlie reſpec- 
tive Houſes of Aſſembly, in the City of Philadelphia, or any other 
Place that ſhall be judged moſt ſuitable by the Committee, on the 


* 


TY — td + 


Sr > x 
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ticularly an Act lately paſſed for blocking up 
and upon proper Meaſures to eſtabliſh the Rights and Liherties of 
the Colonies upon a juſt and ſolid Foundation, agreeable t to the 

Inſtructions given you by the General Aſſembly. 
I... 8.) Given under my Hand, and the Seal of the ſaid Colony, 
1055 10th Day of Auguſt, in the Year of our Lord 1774, 


By his Honour's Command, Henry Ward, Sec. 


27 JoURNALS or ConGREss. 


Ward, to repreſent the People of this Colony in a General Con- 
greſs of Repreſentatives from this and the other Colonies, at ſuch 
time and place as ſhould be agreed upon by the Major Part of the 


Committees appointed or to be appointed by the Colonies in gene- 


ral; I do therefore hereby authoriſe, impower, and commiſſionate 
you the ſaid Stephen Hopkins and Samuel Ward, to repair to the 
City of Philadelphia, it being the place agreed upon by the Major 
Ta of the Colonies, and there, in behalf of this Colony, to meet 
and join with the Commiſſioners or Delegates from the other Co- 
lonies, in conſulting upon proper Meaſures to obtain a repeal of 


the ſeveral Acts of the Britiſh Parliament for levying Taxes upon 


his Majeſty's Subjects in America, without their conſent, and par- 
the Port of Boſton, 


and the 14th of the Reign of his moſt Sacred Majeſty 


George the Third, by the Grace of Won, King of Great- 5 


Britain, &c. 
85 Waxrox. 


Connzericur. 


In the. Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Colony of Connecticut, 
June 3d, 1774: 
Whereas a Congreſs of Commiſſioners from the ſeveral Britiſh 


Colonies in America, 1s propoſed by ſome of our neighbouring 
Colonies, and thought neceſſary; and whereas it may be found ex- 


pedient that ſuch Congreſs ſhould be convened before the next 


Seſſions of this Aﬀembly: 


RE$0LvED by this Houſe, That the Committee of Correfpond- 


ence be and they are hereby impowered, on Application to them 


made, or from time to time, as may be found neceſſary, to appoiut 


a ſuitable number to attend ſuch Congreſs, or Convention of Com- 


miſſioners, or Committees of the ſeveral Colonies in Briti/h Ame- 
rica, and the Perſons thus to be choſen ſhall be and they are here- 
by directed, in behalf of this Colony, to attend ſuch Congreſs; to 

conſult and adyiſe on proper Meaſures for advancing the beſt 


Good of the Colonies, and ſuch Conferences, from time to time, 


to report to this Houſe. 


A true Extract and Copy from the Journal of the Houſe. 
. WirTLIAu WiLLIans, Clerk. 


2 / Connecticut, J. 


Neav-Lendon, July 13th, 1774. 
At a Meeting of the Committee of Correſpondence for this 
Colony. The 
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8E TEMRER 5, 1774. — 
Phe Hon. Ebenezer Silliman, Eſq. in the Chair. 


| The Hon. Eliphalet Dyer, the Hon. William Samuel Jobnſton, : 
Eraſtus Wolcott,” Silas Deane, and Richard Law, Eſqrs. were no- 
minated, purſuant to the Act of the Hon. Houſe of Kepreſenta- 


tives of the ſaid Colony, at their Seſſions in May laſt, either three 
of which are hereby authorized and empowered, in behalf of this 
Colony, to attend the General Congreſs of the Colonies, propoſed 
to be held at Philadelphia, on the firſt Day of September next, or 
at ſuch other time and place as ſhall be agreed on by the Colonies, 


to conſult and adviſe with the Commiſſioners or Committees of the 
ſeveral Engliſhß Colonies in America, on proper Meaſures for advan- 


eing the beſt Good of the Colonies. 


Signed, Ebenezer Silliman, William Williams, Benjamin Payne, 


Eraſtus Wolcott, Fofeph Trumbull, Samuel H. Parſons, Nathaniel 


Wales, jun. Silas Deane. I 7 
DU ps Hartford, Auguſt 1774. 
At a Meeting of the Committee of Correſpondence for this Co- 
lony. . OE EO, : " | F 
9 Eraſtus Wolcott, Chairman. 


The Hon. William Samuel Fohnfon, Eraſtus Wolcott, and Richard | 


Law, Eſqrs. nominated by this Committee at New-Londsn, on the 
13th of July laſt, as Perſons proper to attend the General Con- 
greſs, to be held at Philadelphia, on the firſt of September next, 


as by ſaid appointment, being unable by reaſon of previous En- 


gagements and the ſtate of their Health, to attend ſaid Congreſs 


on behalf of this Colony; the Hon. Roger Sherman, and Foſeph 


Trumbull, Eiqrs. were nominated in the Place of the aforeſaid Gen- 
tlemen, as Perfons proper to attend faid Congreſs, in behalf of 
this Colony, either of which are empowered, with the Hon. Eli- 
 pralet Dyer, and Silas Deane, Eſqrs. for that purpoſe. 


Signed, William Williams, Benjamin Payne, Foſeph Trumbull, 
: Nathaniel Wates, jun. Samucl H. Parſons, Samuel Biſhop. | 


| Nrw-Yorx. 


By duly certified Polls, taken by proper Perſons in ſeven 


Wards, it appears, that James Duane, John Fay, Philip Living- 
ton, Iſaac Low, and Fohn Alſap, Eiqrs. were elected as Delegates 
for the City and County of New-York, to attend the Congreſs at 
Philadelphia, the firſt Day of September next; and at a Meeting 
of the Committees of ſeveral Diſtricts in the County of We/i-Che/- 


ter, the ſame Gentleman were appointed to repreſent that County; 


— alſo by a Letter from Jacob Lanſing, jun. Chairman, in behalf of 


the Committee for Albany, it appears that that City and County 
had adopted the ſame for their Delegates. By another Letter it 
«ppears, that the Committee from the ſeveral Diſtricts in the 
County of Ducheſs, had likewiſe adopted the ſame as Delegates 

| to 
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other Towns approve of them as their Delegates, 


6  JovnnALls- er ' Concerts 8. 


to repreſent chat County in Congreſs, and that Committees of 


By a Writing duly atteſted it appears, the County of Suffolk, 
in the Colony of New-York, have e ee ee, eee 
N to e them in Congreſs. 


N w-IxRsE v. 


To Fay Kinſey, William Livingſton, Fohn Dehart,  Steplen 
Crane, and Richard Smith, Eſqrs. each and every of you. 


The Committees, appointed by the ſeveral Counties of the Co- 
lony of News Ferſe 2y, to nominate Deputies, to repreſent the ſame 
in General Congreſs of Deputies, from the other Colonies in A. 
erica, convened at the City of New- Brunſwick, have nominated 


and appointed, and do hereby nominate and appoint you, and 
each of you, Deputies, to repreſent the Colony of News- Jerſæy, in 
the ſaid General Congreſs. In Teſtimony „ e the Chairman 


of the ſaid ſeveral Committees here met, have en ſet their 


Hands, this ?werty-third Day July, in the fourteenth Year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign Lord King George the Third, and i in the 


Year of our Lord, 1774. 


Signed, William P. Smith, Jacob Tard. . We 1 
Johnen, Robert Field, Robert Friend Price, Peter Zabriſtie, Sa- 
 muel Tucker, Edward Taylor, Hendrick Fi iber, Archibald Stews. 


art, Thomas Auderſon, Abia Brown, Mark Tbompſon. 


PENNSYLYANIG.. 


Extract from Votes of Aſſembly, 
Frivay, Fuly 22d, 1774, A. M. 


The 8 of the whole Houſe taking into their mol fo 


rious Conſideration, the unfortunate Differences which have lon 


ſubſiſted between Great-Britain and the American Colonies, and 
being greatly encreaſed by the ä and Effects of divers late 


Acts of the Brit; 


b Parliament. 


__ ResoLveD N. C. D. That, there is an abſolute Neceſlity that a 
Congrels of Deputies from the ſeveral Colonies be held as ſoon as 


conveniently may be, to conſult together upon the prefent unhap- 
py State of the Colonies, and to form and adopt a Plan for the 
Purpoſes of obtaining redreſs of American Grievances, aſcertain- 


ing American Rights upon the moſt ſolid and conſtitutional Prin- 
ciples, and for eſtabliſhing 
_ Great-Britain and the Colonies, which is indiſpentaby rr 
to the Welfare and Happineſs of both. 


that Union and Harmony between 


aden die, P. M. 
The Houſe reſumed the Conſideration of the Reſolve om the 


Committee of the whole Houſe, and, after ſome Debate thereon, 


adopting and confirming the ſame, 


RE$0wyED 


* *% 2 
by * * 
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| . ker; Samuel Rhoads, Thomas Miftin, Charles Humpbreys, John 
are hereby appointed a Committee, on the Part of this Province, 
for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, and that they, or any four of them, do 
meet ſuch Committees or Delegates from the other Calonies, as 
have been or may be appointed, either by their reſpective Houſes 
of Repreſentatives, or by Convention, or by the Provincial or 
Colony Committees, at ſuch time and place, as ſhall be generally 
agreed on by ſuch Committees. 


13 Delaware. . 

1 96 Auguſt 1, 1774, A. M. 9 14019 
The Repreſentatives of the Freemen of the Government of the 
Counties of New-Gaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, met at 
> New-Cafile, in purſuance of Circular Letters from the Speaker of 
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the Members of Aſſembly, by the Committees of Correſpondence 

for the ſeveral Counties aforeſaid, choſen and appointed for that 
among other purpoſes, by the Freeholders and Freemen of the 
ſaid Counties reſpectively: And having choſen a Chairman, and 
read the Reſolves of the three reſpective Counties, and ſundry 
Letters from the Committees of Correſpondence along the Conti- 
nent, they unanimouſly entered into the following Reſolution, viz. 


We the Repreſentatives aforeſaid, by Virtue of the power dele- 


Manufactures in his Majeſty's colonies and plantations in North- 
their participation or conſent, — for the Introduction of the arbi- 


revenue cauſes triable without Jury, and under the Deciſion of a 


ſingle dependent Judge,—for the trial, in England, of perſons 


ſhutting up the port of By/?on,—for new modeling the Govern- 
ment of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and the Operation of the ſame on 


Grievances, would have been'by us aſſembled in a legiſlative capa- 


September next, and it is not to be expected, that his Honour the 
Governor would call us, by Writs of Summons, on this Occaſion, 
having refuſed to do the like in his other province of Pennſylvania; 
the next moſt proper Method, of anſwering the Expectations and 
1 „ 8 Deſires 


| Regorves N. C. D. That the Hon. Joſeph Galloway, Spea- 


The three Gountics Nzw-CasTut, Kent, and SussEX on 


the Houſe, who was requeſted to write and forward the ſame to 


= gated to us, as aforeſaid, taking into our molt ſerious conſidera- 
tion the ſeveral Acts of the Britiſh parhament, for reſtraining 


America, — for taking away the property of the Coloniſts without 


trary powers of Exciſe into the Cuſtoms here, —for the making all 
accuſed of capital Crimes, committed in the Colonies, —for the 


the property, liberty, and lives of the Coloniſts; and alſo conſi- 
dering, that the moſt eligible Mode of determining upon the pre- 
miſes, and of endeavouring to procure Relief and Redreſs of our 


city, but that as the Houſe had adjourned to the zoth Das of 


A a Ot — hi ego aig rudine . s 
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deſires of our Conſtituents, and of contributing our Aid to the g ene- 


Philadelphia, on 5 


"PAK 
by k 1 25 
Y * 
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ral Cauſe of America, is to appoint Commiſſioners or Deputies in be: 
half of the People of this Government, to meet and act with thoſe F 125 
appointed by the other Provinces, in General Congreſs; and we do, 
therefore, unanimouſly nominate and appoint Cz/ar Rodney, Thomas 
M Kean, and George Read, Eſqrs. or any two of them, Deputies, 98 
on the part and behalf of this Government, in a general Continen- 
tal Congreſs, propoſed to be held at the City of 5 
the firſt Monday in September next, or at any other time or place 
that may be generally agreed on, then and there, to conſult ang 


adviſe with the Deputies from the other Colonies, and to determine 


upon all ſuch prudent and lawful Meaſures, as may be judged moſt 
_ expedient for the Colonies immediately and unitedly to adopt, in 
order to obtain relief for an oppreſſed People, and the redreſs 


of our ur general Grievances, 
Signed by order of the Convention, 


CSR Ropx! EY, Chairman. T8: 


Mobs 


At a | Meetiny g of the Committees appointed by the ſeveral Coun- 
ties of the Province of Maryland, at the City of Annapolis, the 
22d Day of June 1774. and continued by e from 


My. to Day, till the 25th of the ſame Month. 


Matthew Tilghman, Eſq. in the Chair. 

John Ducket, Clerk. © © 
' ResoLved, That Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Fohnſon, jun. 
Nobert Goldſborough, William Paca, and Samuel Chaſe, Eſqrs. or 
any two or more of them, be Deputies for this Province, to attend 
a General Congreſs of Deputies from the Colonies, at ſuch time 


and place as may be agreed on; to effect one general Plan of Con- 


duct, operating on the Commercial Connection of the Colonies 
with the Mother Country, for the relief ol Baton, and preſervation 
of Americas Liberty. 


VISGINIA. 
Monday the firſt of Auguſt, in the Year of our Lord, 1774. 
At a general Meeting of Delegates from the different Counties 


in this Colony, convened in the City of Williamſburgh, to take 15 


under their conſideration the preſent critical and alarming fituati- 


on of the Continent of North- America. 
Hon. Peyton Randolph, Eſq. in the Chair. 
It was unanimouſly ResoLvEeD, That it is the opinion of this 
Meeting, that it will be highly conducive to the fecurity and hap- 


pineſs of the Briti/h Empire, that a General Congreſs of Deputies 


from all the Colonies, aſſemble as ſoon as the nature of their Situa- 
tions will admit, to conſider of the moſt proper and effectual Man- 
ner of ſo operating on the Commercial Connection of the Colonies 
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with the Mother-Country, as to procure Redreſs for the much in- 
jured Province of Maſachuſetts-Bay, to ſecure. Britiſh America 


from the Ravage and Ruin of arbitrary Taxes, and ſpeedily to 
rocure the Return of that Harmony and Union ſo beneficial to 
the whole Empire, and ſo ardently defired by all Briti/h America. 
„ og 5. FRIDAYS: i, ----- A 
The Meeting proceeded to the Choice of Delegates, to repre 
ſent this Colony in General Congreſs, when the Honourable Pey- 
ton Randolph, Richard Henry Lee, George Waſhington, Patrick 


Henry, Richard Bland, Benjamin Harriſon, and Edmund Fenale- 


ton, Eſquires, were appointed for that Purpoſe. 
5 4 SouTH-CAROLINA. 1 8 | 
In the Commons Houſe of Aſſembly, Tue/day, the 2d Day of 
%%% (T 
Colonel Powell acquainted the Houſe, that during the Receſs 
of this Houſe, viz. on the ſixth, ſeventh, and eighth Days of Fuly 


laſt, at a General Meeting of the Inhabitants of this Colony, they 
having under Conſideration the Acts of Parliament lately paſſed 
with Regard to the Port of Beſton and Colony of Maſſachuſetis- 


Bay, as well as other American Grievances, had nominated and 
appointed the Honourable Henry Middleton, ohn Rutledge, 
Thomas Lynch, Ghriſtopher Gadſden, and Edward Rutledge, Eſqrs. 


Deputies on the Part and Behalf of this Colony, to meet the De- 


uties of the other Colonies of North- America, in General Con- 
greſs, the firſt Monday in September next at Philadelphia, or at a- 
ny other Time and Place that may be generally agrecd on, there 


to conſider the Acts lately. paſſed, and Bills depending in Parlia- 
ment with Regard to the Port of Bo/ton and Colony of Maſſachu- 
 ſetts- Bay; which Acts and Bills in the Precedent and Conſequences, 
affect the whole Continent of 4merica—alſo the Grievances under 
which America labours, by Reaſon of the ſeveral Acts of Parlia- 
ment that impoſe Taxes or Duties for raiſing a Revenue, and lay 

_ unneceſſary Reſtraints and Burdens on Trade.—And of the Sta- 
tutes, parliamentary Acts, and Royal Inſtructions, which make 


an invidious Diſtinction between his Majeſty's Subjects in Great- 
Britain and America, with full power and authority to concert, a- 
gree to, and effectually proſecute ſach legal Meaſures, as in the O- 


Pinion of the ſaid Deputies, and of the Deputies ſo to be aſſem- 


bled, ſhall be moſt likely to obtain a Repeal of the ſaid Acts, and 
a Redreſs of thoſe Grievances: And thereupon moved that this 
Houle do reſolve to recognize, ratify, and confirm the {ſaid Ap- 
pointment of the Deputies for the purpoſes aforeſaid. 
REsoLved, N. C. D. That this Houſe do recognize, ratify, 
and confirm the Appointment of the ſaid Deputies for the purpoſ- 
es mentioned in the ſaid Motion. EE, „„ 
Atteſted, Thomas Faxx, jun. Clert. 
| 3 Turks DA, 


= 


being poſſeſſed of, or at preſent able to procure proper 
for aſcertaining the Importance of each Colony. 


obliging Order. 
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TuzsDar, September 6, 1774, A. M. 
The Congrefs met according to Adjournment. 


Preſent. The ſame Members as Veſterday, and moreover from 
the Colony of Virginia, Richard Henry Lee, Efquire. 


The Congreſs reſuming the Conſideration of Rules of Conduct 


to be obſerved in debating and determining the Queſtions, that 


come under Conſideration. 
RE SsOLvED, That in determining ueſtions in this Con 1 
each Colony or province ſhall have one Vote. The Con reſs not 
Materia 


RESsOLVED, That no perſon ſhall ſpeak more than twice on the 


ſame point, without Leave of the Congreſs. 
 Re80LveD, That no Queſtion ſhall be determined the Day, on 
which it is agitated and debated, if any one of the Colonies deſire 
the Determination to be poſtponed to another Day, 
|  Re$80LveD, That the Door be kept ſhut durin the Time of 
Buſineſs, and that the Members confider thai 

ſtrongeſt Obligations of Honour, to keep the proceedings lecret, 
until the Majority ſhall direct them to be made public. 
| RESOLVED, That a Committee be appointed to ſtate the Rights wy 
of the Colonies in general, the ſeveral Inſtances in which thoſe 
| Rights are violated or infringed, and the Means moſt proper to be 


purſued for obtaining a Reſtoration of them. 


Ox DERED, That the Appointment of the Committee, and the 


Number of which it ſhalt conſiſt, be deferred until to-morrow. 


RESOLVED, That a Committee be appointed to examine and re- 
port the ſeveral Statutes, which affect the Trade and Manufac- 


tures of the Colonies. 


Same Order as above nefpcdiing the Appointment ind Number 


of this Committee. 

 RE$0LveED, That the Reverend Mr.. Duchs be debired 0 @- 
pen the Congreſs to-morrow morning with prayers. at the Car- 
penter's Hall at nine o'Clock. 


Thomas Fohnſon, jun. Eſq; one of the Delegates from Mary- 
| land, attended and took his Seat. 


Extract from the Minutes of the Directors of the Library Com- 
pany of Philadelphia, dated Auguſt 21 it, 1774-—dxccied to me 
Preſident, was read, as follows : | 

Upon Motion ordered, 


« That the Librarian furniſh the 3 wh are to meet. 
In Congreſs, with the Uſe of ſuch Books as they may have Occa- 


ſion for, during their Sitting, taking a Receipt for them. 
Signed by Order of the Directors, 
WILLIAd ATTMORE, Secretary.” 
Ozvexep, That the Thanks of the Congreſs be returned to 
the DireQors of the e Company of Philadelphia, for their 


ves under the 


Adjourned 
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Adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow. 
WEDNESDAY, September 7, 1774, A. M. 


Agreeable to the Reſolve of Yeſterday, the Meeting was open- | 
ed with Prayers by the Reverend Mr. Duche. | 


* 


 Vorenr, That the Thanks of the Congreſs be given to Mr. 
Duche, by Mr. Cuſbing and Mr. Ward, for performing Divine 


Service, and for the excellent Prayer, which he compoſed and 


delivered on the Occaſion. 9 . . 
The Congreſs taking into Confideration the Appointment of 
the Committees, a Vote was taken on the Number of which the 


firſt Committee ſhould conſiſt, and by a great Majority, reſolved 


that it conſiſt of two from each of the Colonies, as follows: 
From NEwHAMPSHIRE, Major John Sullivan, and Colonel 
Mass AchusETTS-BAY, Mr. Samuel Adams, and Mr. Fohn 
Adam. eee e 
RHODE-IsLAx p, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Ward. 
_ Connecricurt, Colonel Dyer, and Mr. Sherman. 
 New-Yorr, Mr. James Duane, and Mr. John Fay. 
New-Jersty, Mr. Living ſton, and Mr. Dehart, © 
 PEnNSYLVAN1A, Mr. Jeſeph Galloway, and Mr. Edward Bid- 
DrTAwARE Government, Mr. Cæſar Rodney, and Mr. M* Kean, 
 MaxyLany, Mr. Thomas Johnſon, and Mr. Gold/borough. 
VIRGINIA, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Pendleton. _ 
HSOUTH-CAROLINA, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. J. Rutledge | 
Agreed that the ſecond Committee confiſt of one choſen from 
each Colony, as follows: 


New Hampſhire, Mr. Sullivan. 
Maſſachuſetts- Bay, Mr. Cuſhing. 
 Rhode-Ifland, Mr. Hophins, 
Connedticut, Mr. Deane. 
New-York, Mr. Low. 
News- Jerſey, Mr. Kinſey. 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Mifflin. 
Delaware Government, Mr. Read. 
Maryland, Mr. Chaſe. 
Virginia, Mr. Henry. 
South-Carolina, Mr. Gadſden. 


| OxDezeD, That Tac Lefevre, and 


. 


James Lynch, be employ- 


ed as Door-Keepers and Meſſengers to this Congreſs. 


RESOLVED, That the Preſident may adjourn the Congreſs 
from Day to Day, when he finds there is no Buſineſs prepared to 
be laid before them, and may, when he finds it neceſſary, call 
them together before the 'Time to which they may ftand ad- 
journed, | 


Adjourned 
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Adjourned until to-morrow morning, nine o'clock. 


The Preſident, agrecable to the Reſolve of the ſeventh Inſtant, 
adjourned the Congreſs from Day to Day until, 


Moxpav, September 12, 1774. 
The Congreſs met. 


Matthew TI nan, Eſq; one of the Delegates from Maryland, „ 


appeared and took nis Scat. 


No Buſineſs being prepared forthe Congreſs, Is Preſident ad- 


journed it unti' 7. day, and from Tueſday until Wedneſday. 
WerowesDay, Sepfember 14, 1774, A. M. 


2 iam Huper and Foſeph Hewes, Eſquires, two of the Depu- ; 


ties from North-Caroling, attended the 3 and produced 


the: Credeutials, as follows: 


NorTH-CaroLina, At a General Meeting of Deputies of the 
: Inhabitants of this Troringe, Newbern, the 2 Sth Day of Auguſt 


1774. 
Rxsolvrb, That we approve of the Propoſal of a General 


Congreſs, to be held in the City of Philadelphia, on the twentieth 


Day of September next, then and there to deliberate upon the pre- 
ſent State of Britiſh America, and to take ſuch Meaſures as they 
may deem prudent to effect the Purpoſe of deſcribing with Cer- 


tainty the Rights of Americans, repairing the Breach made in 
| thole Rights, and for guarding them for the Future from any ſuch 
Violations done under the Sanction of public Authority. 


RESOLVED, That William Hooper, Foſeph Hewes, and Rickerd 
Cafavell, Eſquires, and every of them be Deputies to attend ſuch 
Congreſs, and they are hereby inveſted with ſuch Powers, as may 


make any Acts done by them or Conſent given in Behalf of this 
Province, obligatory in Honour upon every Inhabitant hereof, 
who is not an Alien to his Country' 8 gong and an Apoltate to the ; 


Liberties of America, 
Signed, Jon Hz RVEY, "eter ator. 
Atteſled, Andrew Knox, Clerk. 


The above being read and approved, the Deputics took their 


Seats. | 


Henry Wiſner, a 8 from the Camy of Orange, i in the 
Colony "of New-York, appeared at Congreſs, and produced a Cer- 


| tificate of his Election by the ſaid County, which being read and 


approved, he took his Seat 1 in | Congreſs as a Deputy for the Colo- 


ny of New-York. 


George Roſs, one of the Delegates br is OE RE of Pennhi. 
vania, and John Alſap, Eſq; one of the Delegates for the Colony 


of New-York, appeared and took their Seats in Congreſs. 


OzDrexed, That William Hooper and Foſeph Hewes, Eſqrs; 


from North-Carolina, be added to the Committee appointed to 
OxDE RED. 


ſtate the Rights of the Colonies. 
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Osp RED, That William Hooper; Eſq; be one of the Commitc- 
tee appointed to report the Statutes, which affect the 1 &c. 
of the Colonies. 

The Delegates from the Province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, agreea- 
ble to a Requeſt from the joint Committees of every Town and 
Diſtri& in the County of Middleſex, in the ſaid Province, commu- 
nicated to the Congreſs the proceedings of thoſe Committees at 
Concord, on ther zoth and 31ſt Days of Auguft laſt, which were 
read. 

| Adjourned until to-morrow at ni ne ofclock. 

No Buſineſs being prepared, the als py was adjourned | from 
Day to Day, until Saturday morning, at ꝙ O Clock. 


Air September 17, 1774, A. M. 
The Con greſs met according to Adjournment. 
Richard Cafwell, Eſq; one of the Deputies from North-Cardline. 
appeared, and took his Seat in Congreſs. _ 
T be Reſolutions entered into by the Delegates Grom the ſeveral 
Towns and Diſtricts in the County of Suffolk, in the Province of 
the Maſachu/etts-Bay, on Tueſday the 6th of September, and their 


Addreſs to his Excellency Governor Cage, dated the Bs were 


laid before the Congreſs, and are as follows: 


At a Meeting of the Delegates of every Town and Diſtri& i in 
the County of Suffolk, on Tueſday the 6th of September, at the 
Houſe of Mr. Richard Wondward, of Dedham, and by Adjourn- ; 
Voſe, of Milton, on Friday the 
gth Inſtant, Fojeph Palmer, Eſq; being choſen Moderator, and , 
William Thompſon, Eſq; Clerk, a Committee was choſen to bring 
in a Report to the Convention, and the following being ſeveral 
Times read, and put Paragraph by Paragraphs was > unanimouſly 


roted, VIZ. 

WHERE A 8 the Power but not the Ine the Vengeance 
but not the Wiſdom of Great-Britain, which of old perſecuted, 
ſcourged, and exiled our fugitive Parents from their native 
Shores, now purſues us their guiltleſs Children with unrelenting 


Severity: And whereas this, then ſavage and uncultivated Deſart, 


was purchaſed by the Toil and Treaſure, or acquired by the 
Blood and Valour of thoſe our venerable Progenitors; to us they 
bequeathed the dear bought Inheritance, to our care and protec- 
tion they conſigned it, and the molt ſacred Obligations are upon 
us to tranſmit the glorious purchaſe, unfettered by Power, un- 


clogged with Shackles, to our innocent and beloved Offspring. 


On the Fortitude, on the Wiidom and on the Exertions of this 
important Day, is ſuſpended the Fate of this new World, and of 
unborn Millions. If a boundleſs Extent of Continent, ſwarming 
with Millions, will tamely ſubmit to live, move and have their 
Being at t the arbitrary Will of a licentious Miniſter, they UE 
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yield to voluntary Slavery, and future Generations ſhall load their 
13 with inceſſant Execrations.— On the other Hand, if we 
arreſt the Hand which would ranſack our Pockets, if we diſarm 
the Parricide which points the Dagger to our Boſoms, if we no- 
bly defeat that fatal Edict which proclaims a power to frame Laws 
for us in all Caſes whatſoever, thereby entailing the endleſs and 
numberleſs Curſes of Slavery upon us, our Heirs and their Heirs 
forever; if we ſucceſsfully reſiſt that unparalleled Uſurpation of 
unconſtitutional power whereby our Capital is robbed of the Means 
of Life; whereby the Streets of Boſton are thronged with military 
Executioners; whereby our Coaſts are lined and Harbours croud- 


SY PO TORT Os We es 


ed with Ships of War; whereby the Charter of the Colony, that FO 


ſacred Barrier againſt the Encroachments of Tyranny, is mutilat- 
ed and in Effect annihilated ; whereby a murderous Law is fram- 

ed to ſhelter Villains from the Hands of Juſtice; whereby the una- 
lienable and ineſtimable Inheritance, which we derived from Na- 

ture, the Conſtitution of Britain, and the Privileges warranted 
to us in the Charter of the Province, is totally wrecked, annulled, 
and vacated, Poſterity will aeknowledge that Virtue which preſer⸗ 
ved them free and happy; and while we enjoy the Rewards and 
Bleſſings of the Faithful, the Torrent of Panegyriſts will roll our 
| Reputations to that lateſt Period, when the Streams of Time ſhall 
be abſorbed in the Abyſs of Eternity. Therefore we have 
reſolved, and do RESOLVE, 


1. That whereas his Majeſty Grote the Third is the ri ght ful | 
Succeſſor to the Throne of Great-Britain, and juſtly a0 to 
the Allegiance of the Britiſh Realm, and agreeable to Compact, 
of the Eugliſh Colonies in America—therefore, we the Heirs and 
Succeſſors of the firſt Planters of this Colony do chearfully ac- 
knowledge the ſaid George the Third to be our rightful Sovereign, 
and that ſaid Covenant 1s the Tenure and Clam on which are foun- 

ded our Allegiance and Submiſſion. 

2. That it is an indiſpenſible Duty which we owe to God, our 
Country, ourſelves and Poſterity, by all lawful Ways and Means 
in our Power to maintain, defend and preſerve thoſe civil and re- 
 ligious Rights and Liberties, for which many of our Fathers 
fought, bled and died, and to hand them down entire to future 
Generations. 

3. That the late Acts of the Britiſh Parkiament for blocking 
up "the Harbour of Beſton, for altering the eſtabliſhed Form of 
Government in this Colony, and for ſcreening the. moſt flagitious 
Violators of the Laws of the Province from a legal Trial, are 

groſs Infractions of thoſe Rights to which we are juſtly entitled 
5 the Laws of Nature, the Britiſh Conſtitution, and the Char- 
ter of the Province. 


4. That 
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SEPTEMBER, 1774. Is 
4. That no Obedience is due from this Province to either or a- 
ny Part of the Acts above-mentioned, but that they be rejected as 


the Attempts of a wicked Adminiſtration to enſlaue America. 
MW 5 * 


2 5. That ſo long as the Juſtices of our Superior Court of Judi- 
cature, Court of Aſſize, &c. and Inferior Court of Common 
Pleas in this County are appointed, or hold their Places, by any 


other Tenure than that which the Charter and the Laws of the 


Province direct, they mult be conſidered as under undue Influence, 
and are therefore unconſtitutional Officers, and as ſuch no Regard 

6. That if the Juſtices of the Superior Court of Judicature, 
Aſſize, &e. Juſtices of the Court of Common Pleas, or of the 
General Seſſions of the Peace, ſhall ſit and act during their pre- 
ſent diſqualified State, this County will {upport and bear harmleſs 
all Sheriffs and their Deputies, Conſtables, Jurors and other Offi- | 


ought to be paid to them by the People of this County. 


cers, who ſhall refuſe to carry into Execution the Orders of ſaid 


Courts; and as far as poſlible to prevent the many Inconveniencies 
which muſt be occaſioned by a Suſpenſion of the Courts of Juſtice, 
we do molt earneſtly recommend it to all Creditors that they thew 
all reaſonable and even generous Forbearance to their Debtors ; 

and to all Debtors, to pay their juſt Debts with all poſſible Speed, 
and if any Diſputes relative to Debts or Treſpaſſes ſhall ariſe, 


which cannot be ſettled by the Parties, we recommend it to them 


to ſubmit all ſuch Cauſes to Arbitration; and it is our Opinion 
that the contending Parties or either of them, who ſhall refuſe ſo 
to do, ought. to be conſidered as co-operating with the Enemies 
of this Country. LD | OE i ef 
7. That it be recommended to the Collectors of Taxes, Conſta- 
bles and all other Officers, who have public Monies in their 
Hands, to retain the ſame and not to make any Payment thereof 
to the Provincial County Treaſurer until the civil Government 
of the Province 1s placed upon a conſtitutional Feundation, or 
until it ſhall otherwiſe be ordered by the propoſed Provincial 
Sangre. | JJ 8 
8. That the Perſons who have accepted Seats at the Council 
Board, by Virtue of a Mandamus from the King, in Conformity 
to the late Act of the Briti/h Parliament, entitled an Act for the 
regulating the Government of the Maſachuſetts- Bay, have acted 
in direct Violation of the Duty they owe to their Country, and 
have thereby given great and jult Offence to this People; there- 
fore reſolved, that this County do recommend it to all Perſons, 
who have ſo highly offended by accepting ſaid Departments, and 
have not already publicly reſigned their Seats at the Council 
Board, to make public Reſignations of their Places at ſaid Board, 
on or before the 20th Day of this inſtant September; and that all 
Perſons refufing ſo to do ſhall, from and after ſaid Day, be conſi- 
dered by this County as obſtinate and incorrigible Enemies to this 
Country. N 9. That 
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9. That the Fortifications begun and now carrying on upon 
Bofton Neck, are juſtly 2 to this County, and gives us 
Reaſon to apprehend ſome hoſtile Intention againſt that Town, 
more eſpecially as the Commander in Chief has in a very extraor- 
dinary Manner removed the Powder from the Magazine at Gharleſ- 
oaun, and has alſo forbidden the Keeper of the Magazine at Bo/- 
ton, to deliver out to the Owners the Powder, which they had 
lodged in ſaid Magazine. 5 55 


10. That the late AR of Parliament for eſtabliſhing the Roman 


Catholic Religion and the French Laws in that extenſive Country 
now called Quebec, is dangerous in an extreme Degree to the 


Proteſtant Religion and to the civil Rights and Liberties of all A. 


merica; and therefore as Men and proteſtant Chriſtians, we are 


indiſpenſably obliged to take all proper Meaſures for our Security. 
11. That whereas our Enemies have flattered themſelves that 
they ſhall make an eaſy Prey of this numerous, brave and hardy 

People, from an Apprehenſion that they are unacquainted with 


military Diſcipline; we therefore for the Honour, Defence and 


Security of this County and Province adviſe, as it has been re- 


commended to take away all Commiſſions from the Officers of the 


Militia, that thoſe who now hold Commiſſions, or ſuch other 9 
Perſons be elected in each Town as Officers in the Militia, as ſnal! 
be judged of ſufficient Capacity for that Purpoſe, and who have e- 1 


videnced themſelves the inflexible Friends to the Rights of the 


People; and that the Inhabitants of thoſe Towns and Diſtricts, a» 


who are qualified, do uſe their utmoſt Diligence to acquaint them- 


ſelves with the Art of War as ſoon as poflible, and do for that 


Purpoſe appear under Arms at leaſt once every Week. 


12. That during the preſent hoſtile Appearances on the Part of | 


Great- Britain, notwithſtanding the many Inſuits and Oppreſſions 
which we moſt ſenſibly reſent, yet, nevertheleſs from our Affec- 


tion to his Majeſty, which we have at all Times evidenced, we 


are determined to a& merely upon the Defenſive, ſo long as fuch 
Conduct may be vindicated by Reaſon and the Principles of Self- 
preſervation, but no longer. „„ N 
13. That as we underſtand it has been in Contemplation to ap- 


prehend ſundry Perfons of this County, who have rendered them- : 
ſelves conſpicuous in contending for the violated Rights and Li- 


berties of their Countrymen; we do recommend, ſhould ſuch an 
audacious Meaſure be put in Practice, to ſeize and keep in ſafe 
Cuſtody, every Servant of the preſent tyrannical and unconſtitu- 
tional Government throughout the County and Province, until 


the Perſons ſo apprehended be liberated from the Hands of our 


Adverſaries, and reſtored ſafe and uninjured to their reſpective 


Friends and Families. 


14. That until our Rights are fully reſtored to us, we will, 


to the utmoſt of our Power, and we recommend the fame to the 
e other 
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: other Counties, to withhold all Commercial intercourſe. with 

| Great Britain, Ireland, and the Weſt Indies, and abſtain from 
n, tze Conſumption of Brizi/h Merchandize and Manufactures, and 
— | eſpecially of Eaſt India Teas and Piece Goods, with ſuch addi- 
2 tions, alterations, and exceptions only, as the General Congreſs 
7 of the Colonies may agree to „„ 
d 2 15. That under our preſent Cireumſtances, it is incumbent on 

as to encourage Arts and Manufactures among us by all means in 

N ” our Power, and that „„ 5 N 
7 de and are hereby appointed a Committee to conſider of the beſt 
le Ways and Means to promote and eſtabliſh the ſame, and to report 
{= "> to this Convention as ſoon as may be. 5 . 
re 156. That the exigencies of our public Affairs, demand that a 
y. Provincial Congreſs be called to conſult ſuch Meaſures as may be 
at adopted, and vigorouſly executed by the whole People; and we 
5 1 do recommend it to the ſeveral Towns in this County, to chuſe 
h Members for ſuch a Provincial Congreſs, to be holden at Goncors, 


d on the ſecond Tueſday of October, next enſuing. 


e- 17. That this County, confiding in the Wiſdom and Integrity 
1e of the Continental Congreſs, now fitting at Philadelphia, pay all 
er due Reſpect and Submiſſion to ſuch Meaſures as may be re- 

1! _ commended by them to the Colonies, for the reſtoration and 
e- 5 eſtabliſhment of their juſt Rights, Civil and Religious, and for 
Me rrenewing that Harmony and Union between Great Britain and 
S> the Colonies fo earneſtly wiſhed for by all good Men. 


on Wy 18. That whereas the univerſal uneaſineſs which prevails among 


at all orders of Men, ariſing from the wicked and oppreſſive Mea- 
_ ſures of the preſent Adminiftration, may influence ſome unthink- 


of ing Perſons to commit outrage upon private Property; we would 
ns heartily recommend to all Perſons of this Community, not to en- 
c- =X gage in any routs, riots, or licentious attacks upon the Properties 
ve of any Perfon whatſoever, as being ſubverſive of all Order and 
h = Government ; but by a ſteady, manly, uniform, and perſevering 
f. Oppoſition, to convince our Enemies, that in a Conteſt ſo im- 
2X portant, in a cauſe ſo ſolemn, our conduct ſhall be ſuch as to 
p- merit the Approbation of the wiſe, and the Admiration of the 
n- Brave and Free of every age and of every Country. | 
bo 109. That ſhould our Enemies, by any ſudden manowurres, ren— 
an der it neceſſary to aſk the Aid and Affiſtance of our Brethren in 
fe the Country, ſome one of the Committee of Correſpondence, or 
u- pb Select Man of ſuch Town, or the Town adjoining, where ſuch 
til Hoſtilities ſhall commence, or ſhall be expected to commence, 
ur ſhall diſpatch Couriers with written Meſſages to the Select Men, 
19 or Committees of Correſpondence, of the ſeveral Towns in the 
5 1 5 0 W 5 of ſuch Matter, who ſhall 
„ Con A f. ommittees more remote, until proper and 
= WD lance be ar and that the Expence of ſaid 


Couriers, 
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Couriers be defrayed by the County, until it ſhall be otherwiſe 
ordered by the Provincial Congreſs. 

At a Meeting of Delegates from the ſeveral Towns and 
Diſtricts in the County of Sufo/k, held at Milton, on Friday, the 
oth Day of September, 19774. —VorED, 

That Dr. 7Fo/ſeph Warren, of Boſton, &c. be a Committee to 
wait on his Excellency the Governor, to inform him, that this 
County are alarmed at the Fortifications making on Boſton Neck, 
and to remonſtrate againſt the ſame, and the repeated Inſults of- 
fered by the Soldiery, to Perſons paſſing and repaſſing into that 
: Town, and to confer with him upon thoſe Subjects. 


Atteſt, WILLIAM THOMSON, Clerk. 14 


« Ty his Excellency THOMAS GAGE, EsqQuiRE, Captain: Ce- 


neral, and Commander in Chief . * TIT. s Province 77 
Aofectuperrs Bay. | 


May it pleaſe 1 


« THE County of Suffolk being 3 andi in . 8 


juſtly, alarmed at the formidable appearances of Hoſtility, now 
threatening his Majeſty's s good Subjects of this County, and 
more particularly of the Town of Baſton, the loyal and faithful Ca- 


pital of this Province, beg leave to addreſs your Excellency, ang 


repreſent that the apprehenſions of the People, are more particu- 
larly increaſed by the dangerous Deſign now carrying into execu- 
tion of repairing and manning the Fortification at the South en- 

2 of the Town of Baſton, which when completed, may at 
*ny Time be improved to aggravate the Miſeries of that already 


Impoveriſhed and diſtreſſed City, by intercepting the wonted and _ 


neceſſary intercourſe between the Town and Country, and com- 


pel the wretched Inhabitants to the moſt i ignominious ſtate of hu- 


miliation and vaſſalage, by depriving them of the neceſſary Sup- 


plies of Provifion, for which they are chiefly dependant on that . 


Communication: We have been informed, that your Excellency 
in conſequence of the Application of the Select Men of Boſton, 
has indeed diſavowed any Intention to injure the Town in your 
preſent manceuvres, and expreſſed your Purpoſe to be for the Se- 
curity of the Troops and his Majeſty's Subjects in the Town, we 


are therefore at a Joſs to gueſs, may it pleaſe your Excellency, from p16 


whence your want of Confidence in the loyal and orderly People of 
this Viemity could originate; a Meaſure fo formidable carried into 
execution, from a pe- conceived though cauſeleſs Jealouſy of the 
inſecurity of his Majeſty's Troops and Subjects in the Town, 
deeply 
faithful Subjects of this County, and affords them a ſtrong Motive 
for this Application: We therefore intreat your Excellency to 
deſiſl from your Deſign, aſſuring your Excellency, that the People 
of this County, are by no Means dilpoled to injure lus Majeſty's 

Troops 


wounds the loyalty, and is an additional Injury to the 
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Troops; they think themſelves aggrieved and oppreſſed by the 


late Acts of Parliament, and are reſolved by Divine Aſſiſtance, 


never to ſubmit to them, but have no Inclination to commence a 


War with his Majeſty's Troops, and beg leave to obſerve to your 


7 Excellency, that the ferment now excited in the Minds ot the 
People is occaſioned by ſome late Tranſactions, by ſeizing the 


Powder in the Arſenal at Charleſtonon; by withholding the Pow- 
der lodged in the Magazine of the Town of Ben, from the legal 
Proprietors ; inſulting, beating, and abuſing Paſſengers to and 
from the Town by the Soldiery, in which they have been en- 

couraged by ſome of their Officers; putting the People in fear, 
and menacing them in their nightly Patrole into the neighbouring 

Towns, and more particularly by the fortifying the ſole Avenue 


by Land to the Town of Boſton. 


In duty therefore to his Majeſty and to your Excellency, and 
for the Reſtoration of Order and Security to this County, we 
the Delegates from the ſeveral Towns in this County, being 
commiſſioned ſor this Purpoſe, beg your Excellency's attention to 
this our humble and faithful Addreſs; aſſuring you, that nothing 
leſs than an immediate Removal of the Ordnance, and reſtoring 
the Entrance into the Town to its former State, and an effectual 
ſtop of all Inſults and Abuſes in future, can place the Inhabitants 
of this County in that ſtate of Peace and Tranquillity, in 
which ecery free Subject ought to e 
His Excellency was waited on to know if he would receive the 
Committee with the above written Addreſs, but deſiring he 
might have a Copy of it in a private way, that ſo when he re- 
ceived it from the Committee, he might have an Anſwer prepared 
for them, he was accordingly furniſhed with a Copy, his Excel- 
lency then declared, that he would receive the Committee on 
Monday, at 12 o'clock. %% . 


Satrup, September: 10, 1774. 

The Congreſs taking the foregoing into Conſideration. 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That this Aſſembly deeply feels 
the ſuffering of their Countrymen in the Maſachuſett's Bay, un- 
der the Operation of the late unjuſt, cruel, and oppreſſive Acts 
of the Britiſb Parliament—that they moſt thoroughly approve 
the Wiſdom and Fortitude, with which Oppoſition to theſe wick- 
ed Miniſterial Meaſures has hitherto been conducted, and they 
earneſtly recommend to their Brethren, a perſeverance in the ſame 
rm and temperate Conduct as expreſſed in the Reſolutions deter- 
mined upon, at a Meeting of the Delegates for the County of 
Supelk, on Tueſday the 6th Inſtant, truſting that the Effect of the 
united Efforts of North America in their behalf, will carry ſuch 
Conviction to the Britiſh Nation, of the unwiſe, unjuſt, and 
_ | ruinous 
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ruinous Policy of.the preſent Adminiſtration, as quickly to intro- 
duce better men and wiſer meaſures. 

RESSOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That PO DO We We from all the 
Colonies for ſupplying the Neceſſities, and alleviating the Diſtreſſes 


of our Brethren at Bo/ton, ought to be continued, 1n ſuch Man- 


ner, and fo long as their Occafions may require. | 
OkDtxED, That a Copy of the above Reſolutions be tranſinit- 


ted to Boſton by the Preſident. 


OxDErED, That theſe Reſolutions, together with the Reſo- 


Jutions of the County of Suffolk, be Publiſhed in the News Papers. 
The Committee appointed to examine and report the ſeverat | 


Statutes, which affect the Trade and Manufactures of the Colo- 


nies, bro: ght in their Report, which was. ordered to le on the 


Table. 5 
Adjourned till Monday Morning. 


Moxpaà v, September 19, 1774, A. M. 


The Congreſs met according to Adjournment. 
The Report brought in on Saturday being read, 


 OxpexeD, That the ſame be referred to the Seeder ap- 


pointed to ſtate the Rights of the Colonies, Oc. to which Com- 


mittee, the Honourable Thomas Cuſhing, Eſq; Patrick Henry, and 
Thomas Mifflin, Eſqrs were added. 


Adjourned from day to day, till Thurſday. 


TavzsDay, September 22; - 1774. 


The Congreſs met according to Adjournment. 
Upon Motion, 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That the Congreſs requeſt the 


| Merchants and others in the ſeveral Colonies, not to fend to Great 


Britain, any Orders for Goods, and to direct the Execution of all 
Orders already ſent, to be delayed or ſuſpended, until the Senſe 


of the Congreſs on the Means to be taken, for the Preſervation of 


the Liberties of America is made public. 


 OxvzxeD, That this Reſolution be made public by Hand. bills 
and by publiſhing it in the News-papers. 


The Committee appointed to ſtate the Rights, Oc of the Co- 
lonies, having brought in a Report of Rights, the ſame was 
read, and the Conſideration of it referred till Saturday next. 


Orvered, T hat a Copy « of this Report be made out for each 


C olony. 


SATURDAY, September 24, 1774- A.M. | 
The Congreſs entered upon the Conſideration of the Report 
referred to this Day, and after ſome Debate, upon Motion; 
| ResoLVvEeD, That the Congreſs do confine themſelves, at pre- 
ſent, to the Conſideration of ſuch Rights, as. have been 5 


KA 
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i by Acts of the Britiſh Pattialent' ſince the Year 1751 poſtpon- 
* ing the further Conſideration of che General Sn a See 


ce = Rights to a future Da yx. 

s ay Hereupon the Committee ted to > ſtate aha: Rights Ke. 

- = brought i in a Report of the Infringements and Violations: I Ame- 
Fx rican Rights, which being read—upon Motion 

- REes9QLveD, That the Conſideration of this Report be Hiro 
- till Monday, and that the Congreſs in the mean Time deliberate 

- on the Means moſt. Proper to be uſed for A \ReRoration: of our 

8. Rights.— 

0 Aﬀer ſome Debate on the Schlee the Congreſs adjourned. / 

=. 

E | Monvar, September: 26th, 1774. A. M. 

15 The Congreſs met according to Adjournment. f 
1 John Herring, Eſq; a Deputy from Orange County: i in the Co. i 
lony of New-York, appeared this Morning and took bis Seat as a 
9 Nelegate for that Colony. _ 

4 The Congreſs reſumed the Conſideration of the Minna Kc. and 
> 7 after ſeveral Hours ſpent thereon, it was referred till to-morrow, 
— to which Ti ime the Congreſs was * „ 
| 
d Tiber Sende 25th, 1774, A. M. 

_ The Congreſs met according to. Adjournment, and Par no 
65 7 the Conſideration of the Means molt proper to be uſed for A Refto- 
ration of American Rights. 

35 RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That from and alter the 60 Day 
5 of December next, there be no Importation into Briti/h America 
from Great-Britain or Irelaud, of any Goods, Wares or Mer- 
c chandize whatever, or from any other Place, of any ſuch Goods, 
1 A Wares or Merchandizes, as ſhall have been exported from Great- 
| 8 Britain or Ireland, and that no ſuch Goods, Wares or Merchan- 
e dizes imported after the ſaid d fr Day of i aceruber next, be: uſed or 
9 purchaſed. ; 
3 Achourned till to-morrow. | 
8 


= WDNI E SDA x and TnuksDA x bei ing taken up in the Confidera a- 
o- tion and Debates on the Means &c. the Congrels met on Friday 


as 30 Sept. and upon the Queſtion h 
kRxsorvro, That from and after the 1cth Des of 7 EAT 


h 1775, the Exportation of all Merchandize and every Commodity 

wrhatſoever to Great-Britain, Ireland, and the Weſt- Indies,, ought 

8 to ceaſe, unleſs the Grievances of America are redreſſed before 

FR that Time.— 

rt OR DERED, That Mr. Cuſhing, Mr. Low, Mr. Mifflin, Mr. 
Lee, and Mr. Fobnſon, be a Committee to bring * in a Plan for 

c- ecearrying into Effect, the Non-importation, Non- <conlumpion, 

= an] Non- exportation reſolved on.— 

Sa TUR DAT, 
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SATURDAY, October 1/4, 1774. 895 | 


Ee 


- Bids Boerum, Eſq; appeared in Congreſs as a Deputy from 
King's County in the Colony of New-York, and produced the 
Credentials . of his Election, which being read and approved, he 
took his Seat as a Delegate for that Colony 

The Congreſs ee the Conſideration of the Means Kc. 
upon motion 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That a loyal Addreſs to his Ma- | 


jeſty be prepared, dutifully requeſting the royal Attention to the 
_ Grievances that alarm and diſtreſs his Majeſty s faithful Subjects 


in North-America, and entreating his Majeſty's gracious Interpo- 
ſition for the Removal of ſuch Grievances; thereby to reſtore be: 


tween Great- Britain and the Colonies that Harmony ſo neceſſary 


to the Happineſs of the Briti/h Lapide, and ſo e deſired : 


by all America. 


AsREED, That M. FR Mr. 7. 1 Mr. Johmſon, Mr. 


Henry, and Mr. Rutledge, be a e to 9 an Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty. 


Moxvar, Oaber 3» 1774. 


The Congreſs met, according to Adjournment, and after ſome 


: Nn UNANIMOUSLY, That it be an Inſtruction to the 


Committee, who are appointed to draw up an Addreſs to the 


King. —Whereas parliamentary Taxes on America have been laid, 
on Pretence of © defraying the Expences of Government, and 
ſupporting the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and defending, protec- 
ting, and Tecuring the Colonies.” —That they do aſſure his Majeſ- 


ty, that the Colonies have or will make ample Proviſion for defray- 


ing all the neceſſary Expences of ſupporting Government, and 
the due Adminiſtration of Juſtice in the reſpective Colonies ; that 


the Militia, if put on a proper Footing, would be amply ſulficient 
for their Defence in Time of Peace; that they are defirous of put- 


ting it on ſuch a Footing immediately, and that in Caſe. of War, 
the, Colonies are ready to grant Supplies for raifing oy further 
Forces that may be neceſſary. LE 


The Remainder of this Day and the Day following, was taken 
up in deliberating and debating on Matters Proper to. be contain= 


edi in the Addreſs to his Majeſty. 


Wong spar, Ogober 1 1774. 


The Congreſs reſumed the Conſideration of the Subject in De 

bate Yeſterday, and after ſome Time ſpent thereon 
ResoLveD, That the Committee appointed to prepare an Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, be inſtructed to aſſure his Majeſty, that in 
Caſe the Colonies ſhall be reſtored to the State they were in, at 
the 
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23 
the Cloſe of the late War, by aboliſhing the Syſtem of Laws and 


Regulations—for raiſing a Revenue in America—for - extending 
the Powers of Courts of Admiralty—for the Trial of Perſons be- 
ond Sea for Crimes committed in America for affecting the Co- 
lony of the Maſachufetts-Bay—and for altering the Government, 
and extending the Limits of Canada, the Jealouſies which have 
been occaſioned by ſuch Acts and Regulations of Parliament, will 
be removed and Commerce again reſtored. | SS 
An Addreſs from William Goddard to the Congreſs was read 
and ordered to lie on the Table. 5 F 


Ocro BER, 1774. 


i TrurzDaAY, October Gth, 1774. 


The Congreſs reſumed the Conſideration of the Means proper 
to be uſed for a Reſtoration of American Rights. During this 
Debate, an Expreſs from Beſton arrived with a Letter from the 
Committee of Correſpondence dated the 29th of September, which 
was laid before the Congreſs. %%% „ 
In this the Committee of Correſpondence inform the Congreſs, 
that they expected ſome Regard would have been paid to the 
Petitions preſented to their Governor, againſt fortiſying their 
Town ih ſuch a Manner as can be accounted for only upon the 
Suppoſition, that the Town and Country are to be treated by the 
Soldiery as declared Enemies—that the Entrenchments upon the 
Neck are nearly compleated—that Cannon are mounted at the 
Entrance of the Town—that it is currently reported, that Forti- 


| fications are to be erected on Corpſe-Hill, Bacon- Hill, Fort- Hill, 


Oc. ſo that the Fortifications, with the Ships in the Harbour may 
abſolutely command every Avenue to the 'Town both by Sea and 
Land—that a Number of Cannon, the Property of a private Gen- 
tleman, were a few Days ago ſeized and taken from his Wharf 
by Order of the General—that from ſeveral Circumſtances men- 
tioned in the Letter, there is Reaſon to apprehend, that Boſton is 
to be made and kept a garriſoned Town ;—that from all they can 
hear from Britain, Adminiſtration is reſolved to do all in their 
Power to force them to a Submiſſion—that when the Town is in- 
cloſed, it is apprehended the Inhabitants will be held as Hoſtages 
for the Submiſſion of the Country, they apply therefore to the 
Congreſs for Advice how to a&t—that, if the Congreſs adviſe to 
quit the Town, they obey—if it is judged that by maintaining 
their Ground they can better ſerve the public Cauſe, they will 
not ſhrink from Hardſhip and Danger —finally, that as the late 
Acts of Parliament have made it impoſſible that there dh. a 
due Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and all Law therefore mn + 
pended—that as the Governor has by Proclamation prev: it .! 
Meeting of the General Court, they therefore requeit the £ - » 
of the Congreſs,” 


cy 


- 24 Jo uRNxALS or Co NTRESS, 


„Oni That this Letter be taken into Conſideration f9- 3 
| morrow mornin 


The Congreſs then ad 1 Couticration of os Means Kc. 
Rxsorvzp, That the Committee appointed to prepare the 


Form of an Aſſociation, be directed to adopt the following Clauſe, 
viz.— That from and after the fr Day of December next, no 
Molaſſes, Coffee or Piemento from the Briti/h Plantations or from 
Dominica, or Wines from Madeira and the Weſtern gs or 
foreign Indigo be imported into theſe Colonies, 5 


Falpav, October nth, 1774. 


The Congreſs reſumed the Conſideration of the Letter from the 
Committee of Correſpodence in Boſton, and after ſome Debate 


Rte$s0LvED, That a Committee be appointed to prepare a Let- 
ter to his Excellency General Gage, repreſenting “ that the 
Ion of B9/ton and Province of Maſfſachuſetts- Bay, are conſidered 


by all America as ſuffering in the common Cauſe, for their noble 


and ſpirited Oppoſition to oppreſſive Acts of Parliament calculat- 
ed to deprive us of our moſt ſacred Rights and Privileges.” —Ex- 
pr eſſiug our Concern, that, while the Congreſs are deliberating 
on the moſt peaceable Means for reſtoring American Liberty, and 
that Harmony and Intercourſe, which fubſiſted between us and 


the parent Kingdom ſo neceſſary to both, his Excellency, as 
they are informed, is raiſing Fortifications donn the Town of 


| Bofion, thereby exciting well grounded Jealouſies in the Minds of 
his Majeſty's faithful Subjects therein, that he means to cut off all 


Communication between them and their Brethren in the Country, 


and reduce them to a State of Submiſſion to his Will, and that the 


Soldiers under his Excellency's Command, are frequently violat- 


Ing private Property, and offering various Inſults to the People, 9 


which mult irritate their Minds, and if not put a Stop to, involve 
all America in the Horrors of a civil War. To entreat his Excel- 
lency, from the Aſſurance we have of the peaceable Diſpoſition of 
the Inhabitants of the Town of Beſton and the Province of the 
Maffachuſetts-Bay, to diſcontinue his Fortifications, and that a 
free and ſafe Communication be reſtored and continued between 


the Town of Beten and the Country, and prevent all Injuries on 


the Part of the Troops, until his Majeſty's Pleaſure ſhall be 


known, after the Meaſures 1 now — 7 ſhall have been laid be- 
fore him. 


Mr. Lynch, Mr. S, Adams, and Mr. . are al 


a Committee to draught A Letter agreeable to no foregoing Re- 
ſolution. 


SaTuURDAY, October 8, 1774+ 


The Congreſs reſumed the. Conbderation of the Letter from 
Laſton, and upon Motion 
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.O vgp, That this Congreſs approve the Oppoſition of the 
ZZ Jnhabitants of the Maſſachuſetts Bay, to the Execution of the 


p late Acts of Parliament; and if the ſame ſhall be attempted to be 
e the carried into execution by Force, in ſuch caſe, all America ought 
lauſe, to ſupport them in their Oppoſition. | „ 


Moxa, October 10, 1774. : 
The Congreſs reſuming the Conſideration of the Letter from 
Boſton ; I | - 
WW . UNANIMOUSLY, That it is the Opinion of this 
Body, that the Removal of the People of Been into the Coun- 
the try, would be, not only extremely difficult in the Execution, but 
— Tſo important in its Conſequences, as to require the utmoſt delibe- 
ration before it is adopted; but in caſe the Provincial Meeting 
of that Colony ſhould judge it abſolutely neceſſary, it is the 
Opinion of the Congreſs, that all America ought to contribute 
towards recompencing them for the Injury they may thereby 
ſuſtain ; and it will be recommended accordingly. — 
Rxsorvzo, That the Congreſs recommend to the Inhabitants 
of the Colony of Maſſachuſetts Bay, to ſubmit to a Suſpenſion 
of the Adminiſtration of juſtice, where it cannot be procured in 
a legal and peaceable Manner, under the Rules of their preſent 
Charter, and the Laws of the Colony founded thereon 
RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That every Perſon and Perſons 
whomſoever, who ſhall take, accept, or act under any Commiſ- 
ſion or Authority, in any-wiſe derived from the Act paſſed in 
the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, chan ing the Form of Government, 
and violating the Charter of the Glace of Maſſachuſetts Bay, 
ought to be held in Deteſtation and Abhorrence by all good 
Men, and conſidered as the wicked Tools of that Deſpotiſm, 
which is preparing to deſtroy thoſe Rights, which God, Nature, 
and Compact, have given to America. F 
The Committee brought in a Draught of a Letter to Gene- 
ral Cage, and the ſame being read and amended, was ordered to 
be 3 and to be ſigned by the Preſident in behalf of the Con- 
reis. 1 5 0 „„ 
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Es  Tvzsvar, Ooler 11, 1774. | 5 
A Copy of the Letter to General Cage, was brought into 
Congreſs, and agreeable to Order, ſigned by the Preſident, and 

is as follows: „„ % ²P 8 

1 Philadelphia, Cetober 10, 1774. 

IHE Inhabitants of the Town of Baſſon have informed 

us, the Repreſentatives of his Majeſty's faithful Subjects in all 

the Colonies from Nova Scotia to Georgia, that the Fortifications 
erecting within that Town, the frequent invaſions of Private Pro- 
perty, 
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perty, and the repeated Inſults they receive from the Soldiery, We 


have given them great Reaſon to ſuſpe& a Plan is formed very 


deſtructive to them, and tending to overthrow the Liberties of 1 


America, 

« Your Excellency cannot be a Stranger to the Sentiments of 
America, with reſpe& to the Acts of Parliament, under the 
Execution of which, thoſe unhappy People are oppreſſed, 
the Approbation univerſally expreſſed of their Conduct, and the 
determined Reſolution of the Colonies, for the Preſervation of 
their common Rights, to unite in their Oppoſition to thoſe acts.— 
In conſequence of theſe Sentiments, they have appointed us the 
Guardians of their Rights and Liberties, and we are under the 
deepeſt Concern, that whilſt we are purſuing dutiful and peace- 
able Meaſures to procure a cordial and effectual Reconciliation 
between Great Britain and the Colonies, your Excellency ſhould 
proceed in a Manner that bears ſo hoſtile an Appearance, and 
which even thoſe oppreſſive Acts do not warrant. 

« We entreat your Excellency to conſider what a Tendeney 


this Conduct muſt have to irritate and force a free People, hi- 


therto well diſpoſed to peaceable Meaſures, into Hoſtilities, 
which may prevent the Endeavours of this Congreſs to reſtore a 
good Underſtanding with our Parent State, and _ h us 
in the Horrors of a Civil War. 


In order therefore to quiet the Minds and remove the rea- 


ſonable Jealouſies of the People, that they may not be driven to 
a State of Deſperation, being fully perſuaded of their pacific Diſpo- 
| fition towards the King's Troops, could they be aſſured of their 
own Safety, we hope, Sir, you will difcontinue the Fortifications 
in and about Beſton, prevent any further invaſions of Private Pro- 


perty, reſtrain the irregularities of the Soldiers, and give Orders 


that the Communication between the Town and Country may be 
open, unmoleſted and free. 
| Signed by Order and in Behalf 
of the General Congrefs, 
PEYTON RANDOLPH, Preſident. 


As 4 Congreſs have given General Gage an Aſſurance of the 


peaceable Diſpoſition of the People of 1 8 and the e 5 


Bay; 

R <0LVED UNANIMOUSLY, That they be adviſed ſtill to con- 
duct themſelves peaceably towards his Excellency General Gage, and 
| his Majeſty's Troops now {ſtationed in the Town of By/ton, as 
far as can poſſibly be conſiſtent with their immediate Safety, and 
the Security of the Town; avoiding and diſcountenancing every 
violation of his Majeſty's Property, or any inſult to his Troops, 
and that they peaceably and firmly perſevere in the Line they 
are now conducting themſelves, on the Defenſive. _ 

 OrptreD, That a Copy of the foregoing Reſolve, and of that 
| paſſed on Saturday and the Three paſſed Yeſterday be made out, 
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ond that the Preſident incloſe them in a Letter to the Committee 

8 of Correſpondence for the Town of Boſton, being the Sentiments 

pf the Congreſs on the Matters referred to them by the Commit=- 

tee, in their Letter of the 29th of September laſt. 

*Z Resorved UNANiMOUSLY, That a Memorial be prepared to 
the People of Britiſh America, ſtating to them the Neceſſity of a 

firm, united, and invariable Obſervation of the Meaſures recom- 

ZZ mended by the Congreſs, as they tender the invaluable Rights 

and Liberties derived to them from the Laws and Conſtitution of 

their Country : 


* Alſo that an Addreſs be prepared to the People of Great Bri- 


WepxkEspav, Odober 12, 1774. 
The Congreſs met according to Adjournm ent. 
The Committee appointed to prepare a Plan, for carrying into 
effect, the Non-importation, Non- conſumption, and Non-expor- 
tation Agreement, brought in a Report, which was read. _ 
OspERED, That the ſame lie on the Table, for the peruſal - 
JJ'7ĩ⁴ ccM,,;TT EEE or 
The Congreſs then reſumed the Conſideration of the Rights 
and Grievances of theſe Colonies, and after deliberating on the 


Subject, this and the following Day, adjourned till Friday. 


bd - 0 © <A . 


Faipay, October 14, 1774. 5 
The Congreſs met according to Adjournment, and reſuming 
the Conſideration of the Subject under Debate made the fol - 
lering DECLARATION and RESOLV ES. 
WHERE A8, ſince the cloſe of the laſt War, the Britiſhß 
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Parliament, claiming a power, of Right, to bind the People of 
America by Statutes in all Caſes whatſoever, hath in ſome Acts 
expreſsly impoſed Taxes on them, and in others, under various 
Pretences, but in fact for the Purpoſe of raiſing a Revenue, 
hath impoſed Rates and Duties payable in theſe Colonies, eſta- 
bliſhed a Board of Commiſſioners, with unconſtitutional Powers, 
and extended the Juriſdiction of Courts of Admiralty, not only 
for collecting the ſaid Duties, but for the Trial of Cauſes merely 
ariſing within the body of a County. „„ Es 
And whereas, in conſequence of other Statutes, Judges, wha 
before held only Eftates at will in their Offices, have been made 
dependant on the Crown alone for their Salaries, and ſtanding 
Armies kept in times of Peace: And whereas it has lately been 
reſolved in Parliament, that by force of a Statute, made in the 
Thirty-fifth Year of the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, Co- 


lonies 
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loniſts may be tranſported to England, and tried there upon ac- 
culations for Treaſons and Miſpritions, or concealments of Trea- 
ſons committed in the Colonies, and by a late Statute, ſuch 
Trials have been directed in caſes therein mentioned: 

And whereas, in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, Three Statutes 
were made; one entitled, An Act to diſcontinue in ſuch Manner 
« and for ſuch Time as are therein mentioned, the Landing and 
60 Diſcharging, Lading, or Shipping of Goods, Wares, and 
60 Merchan idize, at the Town, and within the Harbour of Bion, 
in the Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay in North America; Ano- 
ther entitled, An Act for the better regulating the Goverament 
* of the Province of Maſſachuſetts Bay in New England; And 
another entitled, An Act for the impartial Adminiſtration of 
* Jullice, in the caſes of Perſons queſtioned for any Act done by 
« them in the Execution of the Law, or for the Suppreſſion of 
* Riots and Tumults, 1 in the Province of the Maſſachuſetts Bay 
« in New England:” And another Statute was then made, 
„„ for making more effectual Proviſion for the Government of the 
“Province of Quelec, Gc.” All which Statutes are impolitic, 


unjuſt, and cruel, as well as unconſtitutional, and moſt e 
and deſtructive of American Rights: 


And whereas, Aſſemblies have been frequently diſſolved, con- DT 


trary to the Rights of the People, when they attempted to de- 
liberate on Grievances ; ; and their dutiful, humble, loyal, and rea- 
ſonable Petitions to the Crown for Redreſs, have been repeat- 
cy treated with Contempt, by his Majeſty's Miniſters of State : 
The good People of the ſeveral Colonies of New Hampſhire, 
Maſachuſetts Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, Con- 
_ nedicut, New-York, News- Ferſey, Pennſyloania, Newcaſtle, Kent, 
and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
and South Carolina, juſtly alarmed at theſe arbitrary proceedings 
of Parliament and Adminiſtration, have ſeverally elected, conſti- 
tuted, and appointed Deputies to meet and ſit in General Con- 
greſs, in the City of Philadelphia, in order to obtain ſuch Eſta- 
bliſhment, as that their Religion, Laws, and Liberties, may not 
be ſubverted : Whereupon the Deputies ſo appointed being now 
aſſembled, i in a full and free Repr eſentation of theſe Colonies, tak- 
ing into their moſt ſerious Conſideration, the beſt Means of at- 
taining the Ends aforeſaid, do in the firſt place, as Engliſhmen 
their anceſtors in like Caſes have uſually done, for aſſerting and 

vindicating their Rights and Liberties, DE CLA RE, 
That the Inhabitaiits of the Engliſh Colonies in North Ame- 
rica, by the immutable Laws of Nature, the Principles of the 
Engli 7 Conſtitution, and the ſeveral Charters or Compacts, | 
have the following RIGHTS. 
ResoLveD, N. C. D. 1. That they are entitled to Life, Li- 
berty, and Property : and they have never ceded to any Sove- 
reign 
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9 reign Power whatever, a Right to diſpoſe of either without their 
1 Conſent. | 


RESOLVED, N. C. D. 2. That our Anceſtors, who firſt ſettled 


"ZE theſe Colonies, were at the Time of their Emigration from the 
= mother Country, cntitled to all the Rights, Liberties, and Im- 
ZE munities of free and natural born Subjects, within the Realm of 


mas England. © > be 

* KRx&s0Lveo, N. C. D. z. That by ſuch Emigration they by no 
Means forfeited, ſurrendered, or loſt any of thoſe Rights, but 
that they were, and their Deicendants now are, entitled to the 
Exerciſe and Enjoyment of all ſuch of them, as their local and o- 
ther Circumſtances enable them to exerciſe and enjoy. Fr — 
_ ResoLveD, 4. That the Foundation of Eugliſh Liberty and of 
all free Government, is, a Right in the People to participate in 
their legiſlative Council: and as the Engliſh Coloniſts are not re- 
preſented, and from their local and other Circumſtances cannot 


properly be'repreſented in the Briti//h Parliament, they are enti- 
led to a free and excluſive Power of Legiſlation in their ſeveral 
> provincial Legiſlatures, where their Right of Repreſentation can 


alone be preſerved, in all Caſes: of Taxation and internal Polity, 
ſubje& only to the Negative of their Sovereign, in ſuch Manner as 
has been heretofore uſed and accuſtomed : But from the Neceſlity 
of the Caſe, and a Regard to the mutual Intereſts of both Coun- 
tries, we cheerfully conſent to the Operation of ſuch Ads of the 
Britiſh Parliament, as are bona fide, reſtrained to the Regulation 
of our external Commerce, for the Purpoſe of ſecuring the com- 
mercial Advantages of the whole Empire to the mother Country, 
and the commercial Benefits of its reſpective Members; excluding 
every Idea of Taxation internal or external, for raiſing a Revenue 
on the Subjects in America without their Conſent 

RESsOTVED, N. C. D. 5. That the reſpective Colonies are en- 
titled to the common Law of England, and more eſpecially to the 
great and ineftimable Privilege of being tried by their Peers of the 
Vicinage, according to the Courſe of that La. e 

RESOLVED, 6. That they are entitled to the Benefit of ſuch of 
the Engliſh Statutes, as exiſted at the Time of their Colonization; 
and which they have, by Experience, reſpectively found to be 
applicable to their ſeveral local and other Circumſtances. 
5 Rr SOLVED, N. C. D. 7. That theſe, his Majeſty's Colonies, 
are likewiſe entitled to all the Immunities and Privileges granted 
and confirmed to them by royal Charters, or ſecured by their ſe- 
veral Codes of provincial Laws. 5 . 

RESOLveD, N. C. D. 8. That they have a Right peaceabl 
to aſſemble, conſider of their Grievances, and petition the King; 
ar d that all Proſecutions, prohibitory Proclamations, and Com- 
mitments for the ſame, are illegal. : . 


Rrso LYVED, 
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Res0LvED, N. C. D. 9. That the keeping a ſtanding Army. 


in theſe Colonies, in 'Times of Peace, without the Conſent of the 92 


Legiſlature of that Colony in which ſuch Army is kept, is againſt 
Law. | ; | 
ResoLved, N. C. D. 10. It is indiſpenfibly neceſſary to 
good Government, and rendered eſſential by the Engliſ Conſtitu- 
tion, that the conſtituent Branches of the Legiſature be indepen- 
dent of each other ; that, therefore, the Exerciſe of legiſlative 
Power in ſeveral Colonies, by a Council appointed, during Plea- 
| ſure, by the Crown, is unconſtitutional, dangerous, and leftruc- 
tive to the Freedom of American Legiſlation. © . 
All and each of which, the aforeſaid Deputies in behalf of 
themſelves, and their Conſtituents, do claim, demand, and inſiſt 
on, as their indubitable Rights and Liberties; which cannot be 
legally taken from them, altered or abridged by any Power what- 
ever, without their own Conſent, by their Repreſentatives 1 in their 
ſeveral provincial Legiſlatures. 
In the Courſe of our Inquiry, we find many Infringements 5 


Violations of the foregoing Rights, which, from an ardent De- 


ſire that Harmony and mutual Intercourſe of Affection and Inter- 
eſt may be reſtored, we paſs over for the Preſent, and proceed to 
= ſuch Acts and Meaſures as have been adopted ſince the laſt 
ar, which demonſtrate a Syſtem formed to enſlave America. 
RESOLVRED, N. C. D. That the following Acts of Parliament 
are Infringements and Violations of the Rights of the Coloniſts; 
and that the Repeal of them is eſſentially neceſſary, in Order to 
reſtore Harmony between Great-Britain and the American Colo- 
nies, viz. 


1 8 The ſeveral Acts of 4 Geo. III. ch. 15. and ch. 34.—5 Geo. 
III. ch. 25 —6 Geo. III. ch. 52.—7 Geo. III. ch. 41. and 
ch. 46.—8 Geo. III. ch. 22. which impoſe Duties for the Pur- 
Poſe of raiſing a Revenue in America, extend the Power of the 
| Admiralty Courts beyond their ancient Limits, deprive the Ame- 
rican Subject of Trial by Jury, authoriſe the Judges Certificate to 
indemnify the Proſecutor from Damages, that he might otherwiſe 
be liable to, requiring oppreſſive Security from a Claimant of 
Ships and Goods ſeized, before he ſhall be allowed to defend his 
Property, and are ſubverſive of American Rights. 

Alſo 12 Geo. III. ch. 24. intituled, An Act for the bet- 
« ter ſecuring. his Majeſty's Dock-yards, Magazines, Ships, 
« Ammunition, and Stores,” which declares a new Offence in A- 
merica, and deprives the American Subject of a conſtitutioual Trial 
by Jury of the Vicinage, by authorifing the Trial of any Perfon 
charged with the Committing any Offence deſcribed in the ſaid 
Act out of the Realm, to be indicted and tried for the ſame in any 
Shire or County within the Realm. 


Alſo 


ir 
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Alſo the dae Acts paſſed in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for 


'Þ 1 opping the Port and blocking up the Harbour of Boſton, for al- 
ering the Charter and Government of Maſachuſetts- Bay, and 
"= That > ich i is intituled, ** * An Act for the better Adminiftration ; 
of Juſtice, &c.“ 

Alſo the Act paſſed in the ſame Seſñon for ctabliſing the Ro- 
man Catholic Religion in the Province of Quebec, aboliſhing the 


aw, and Government) of the neighbouring Briti/þ Colonies, 


woas conquered from France. 
Alſo the Act paſſed in the ſame Seſſion 57 the better providing g 
; 3 | in North- America. 


pf that Colony in which ſuch Army is kept, is againſt Law. 


Io theſe grievous Acts and Meaſures American? eanot ſubmit, 


but in hopes their Fellow Subjects in Great-Britain will, on a Re- 


1 "ſolved to purſue the following peaceable Meaſures; 
to a Non-importation, Non-conſumption, and Non-exportation 
Agreement or Aſſociation. 


bh Britiſh America: And 3. To prepare a loyal Addreſs to his Ma- 
"I zeſty, agreeable to Reſolutions already entered into. 

4A Letter being received from ſeveral Gentlemen | in Georgia v was 
FD read — 


gabe r, Oole- tg; 77%. 
Ui he Congreſs reſumed the Conſideration of the Plan for carry- 
5 ing into Effect the Non- -1nportation & c. and after ſome Time 
5 7 x pent on that Subject, adjourned till ee 


— 6 


Monpay, OAther 17, 1774. 


1 « In Aſſembly, Oaober 155 1774, A. M. 
2 « Upon Motion by Mr. Rog, 
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the City of Philadelphia on American Grievances. 
The 


Equitable Syſtem of Engliſh Laws, and erecting a Tyranny there, 
to the great Danger, (from ſo total a Diſſimularity of Religion, 


9 oy the Aſſiſtance of whoſe Blood and Treaſure the ſaid r 


narters for Officers and Soldiers 1 in his Majelty's Service 


1 Alſo, that the keeping a ſtanding Army i in 8 of theſe Co- 
Jonies, i in Time of Peace, without the Conſent of the Legiſlature 85 


155 viſion of them, reſtore us to that State, in which both Countries 
5 Fo found Happineſs and Proſperity, we have for the Preſent only re- 


i. To enter in- 


2. To prepare an Addreſs to the 
People of Great-Britain, and a Memorial to the Inhabitants of 


Mr. John Dickinſon appeared in Congreſs as a Deputy for the 
eres of Pennſylvania, and produced his rodents, as fol- 


» Ozvrxep, That Mr. Dickinſon be and be i 1s hereby added 
x © to the Committee of Deputies appointed by the late Aſſembly 
of this Province, to attend the General Congreſs now ſitting in 


= * By Order of the Houſe, Cha. Moore, Clk. of the Aſſembly.” 


3 . 
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The ſame being approved, Mr. Dickinſon took his Seat a as one 


of the Deputies for the Province of Pennſylvania. 


'The Congreſs then reſumed the Conſideration of the Plan of by 


Aſſociation &c. and after ſpending the W of the D on 99 


that * adjourned till to-morrow. 


TovzsDay, Ofober 18, 1774. 


The Congreſs reſumed the Conſideration of the Plan of Aſc = 


tion &c. and after ſundry Amendments, the ſame was agreed to 
and ordered to be tranſcribed, that it muy be figned by the ſeve- 


ral Members. 


The Committee aypointed t to prepare an Addreſs to the . 1 
| of Great- Britain, brought in a Draught, which was read and or- 4 
dered to lie on the Table for the Peruſal of the Members, and to 8 


be taken i into Conſideration to-morrow. 


WeDxE DAY, Cater 19, 774. 


The G reſumed the Conſideration of the Addreſs to the | | J 
People of Great-Britain, and the ſame being debated by Para- 
_ graphs and ſundry Amendments made, the ſame was re-commit- ,: 


ted, in Order that the Amendments may be taken in. 


'The Committee appointed to prepare a Memorial to the fab : "FP 


a of theſe Colonies reported a Draught, which was read and 9 


ordered to lie on the Table. 


OspERERD, That this Memorial be taken i into Cee to- 


morrow. 
Tauxspav, October 20, 1774. 


The Aion being copied, was read and Ggned at the Ta- 5 


ble. And is as follows: 


W, his Majeſty's moſt loyal Subjects, the Delegates of tke 
ſeveral Colonies of New- Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts- Bay, Rhode- © 


; Iſland, Connecticut, New-York, News Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the 3 ; 7 


three lower Counties of Neawcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and South Carolina, deput- | 


ed to repreſent them in a Continental Congreſs held in the City of 
Philadelphia, ou the f/2h Day of September, 1774, avowing our 
Allegiance to his Majeſty, our Affection and Regard for out 
Fellow- Subjects i in Ereat- Britain and elſewhere, affected with tjge 


deepeſt Anxiety, and moſt alarming Apprehenſions at thoſe Grie- 


vances and Diſtreſſes, with which his Majeſty's ,4merican Subjects 3 


are oppreſſed, and having taken under our molt ſerious Delibera - 


tion, the State of the whole Continent ; find, that the preſent un- 


happy Situation of our Affairs is occaſioned by a ruinous Syſtem of "8 
Colony Adminiſtration adopted by the Briti/h Miniſtry about the . 


Year 1763, evidently calculated Ge inſlaving theſe Colonies, and, 


with them, the Britiſß Empire. In of of which Syltem, 1 
„ 5 various 


ws, 


"ATE 


Y Prejudices to diſpoſe the Inhabitants to act with Hoſtility againſt 
the free proteſtant Colonies, whenever a wicked Miniſtry ſhall 
cChuſe ſo to direct them. Bs = . 


I 
” 
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Sarious Acts of parliament have been paſſed for raiſing a Revenue 


America, for depriving the American Subjects, in many In- 


tances, of the conſtitutional Trial by Jury, expoſing their Lives 
' #o Danger, by directing a new and illegal Trial beyond the Seas, 
For Crimes alledged to have been committed in America And in 
proſecution of the ſame Syſtem, ſeveral late, cruel, and oppreſſive 
Acts have been paſſed reſpecting the Town of Boſton and the 


aſſachuſetts-Bay, and alſo an Act for extending the province of 


Ouebec, fo as to border on the Weſtern Frontiers of theſe Colo- 
nies, eftabliſhing an arbitrary Government therein, and diſcour- 


the Settlement of Britiſh Subjects in that wide extended 
ountry ; thus by the Influence of civil principles and ancient. 


To obtain Redreſs of theſe Grievances, which threaten De- 


ſtruction to the Lives, Liberty, and Property of his Majeſty's 
Subjects in North America, we are of Opinion, that a Non- im- 
5 Portation, Non- conſumption, and Non- exportation agreement, 
faithfully adhered to, will prove the moſt ſpeedy, effectual, and 
peaceable Meaſure: And therefore we do, for ourſelves, and the 


will not import into Britiſh America, from Great Britain or 
Ireland, any Goods, Wares, or Merchandize whatſoever, or from 


1 55 inhabitants of the ſeveral Colonies whom we repreſent, firmly agree 
and aſſociate under the ſacred ties of Virtue, Honour and love 
of our Country, as follows: | . N 


* 


Firſt, That from and after the Firſt Day of December next, we 


0 any other Place, any ſuch Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, as 
hall have been exported ſrom Great Britain or Jreland; nor will 


Bhd 


£4 


7 wie, after that Day, import any Eaſt India Tea from any Part 
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of the World; nor any Molaſſes, Syrups, paneles, Coffee, or 
Piemento, from the Brizi/h Plantations or from Dominica; nor 
Wines from Madeira, or the Weſtern Iſlands; nor Foreign In- 
digo. 8 %% ͤ ù à Üù PN „„ 


Second, We will neither import, nor purchaſe any Slave 1 


Ported after the Firſt Day of December next; after which Time, 


we will wholly diſcontinue the Slave Trade, and will neither be 
concerned in it ourſelves, nor will we hire our Veſſels, nor ſell 
our Commodities or Manufactures to thoſe who are concerned 
iN it. 5 e I | 

Third, As a Non- conſumption Agreement, ſtrictly adhered to, 
will be an effectual Security for the obſervation of the Non- im- 
portation, we as above, folemnly agree and aſſociate, that from 


this Day, we will not purchaſe or uſe any Tea imported on ac- 


by 5 count of the Eaſt India Company, or any on which a Duty hath 


"2 been or ſhall be paid ; and from and after the firſt Day of March 


next, we will not purchaſe or uſe any Zaſt India Tea whatever; 


nor 
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nor will we, nor ſhall any Perſon for or under us, purchaſe or uſe 


any of thoſe Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, we have 1 not to 2 : 
import, which we ſhall know, or have cauſe to ſuſpect, were im- 
orted after the Firſt Day of December, except ſuch as come 


under the Rules and Directions of the Tenth Article hereafter 5 1 


mentioned. _ | 5 


Fourth, The earneſt Deſire we have not to injure our Fellow. 


ſubjects in Great Britain, Freland, or the Weſt Indies, induces us "2 
to ſuſpend a Non-exportation, until the Tenth Day of September, 
1775; at which Time, if the ſaid Acts and parts of Acts of 


the Briti/h parliament herein after mentioned, are not repealed, } 


we will not, directly or indirectly, export any Merchandize or | 
Commodity whatſoever to Great-Britain, Ireland, or the | Weſt 


Indies, except Rice to Europe. 
_ Fifth. 


Goods, Wares or Merchandize, for America, in Order to break 


the ſaid Non-Importation Agreement, or in any Manner contra- 
vene the ſame, on ſuch unworthy conduct being well atteſted, it | 
ought to be made public; and, on the ſame being ſo done, we : 
will not from thenceforth have any commercial Connexion with _ I 


ſuch Merchant. | 


Sixth. That ſuch as are Owners of Veſſels will give poſitive "2 


Orders to their Captains, or Maſters, not to receive on Board their 
Vellels any Goods prohibited by the ſaid Non-importatiou Agree- 


ment, on pain of immediate Diſmiſſion from their Service. 


Seventh. We will uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to improve the 


Breed of Sheep and increaſe their Number to the greateſt Extent ; 


and to that End, we will kill them as ſeldom as may be, eſpe- 5 


cially thoſe of the moſt profitable kind; nor will we export any to 
the Maſl- Indies or elſewhere; and thoſe of us, who are or may be- 
come overitocked with, or can conveniently ſpare any Sheep, will 


on moderate Terms. 


Eighth. We will in our ſeveral Stations encourage Frugality, 


Oeconomy, and Induſtry, and promote Agriculture, Arts and 


the Manufactures of this Country, eſpecially that of Wool; and 3 


will diſcountenance and diſcourage every Species of Extravaganee 


and Diſſipation, eſpecially all Horſe Racing, and all Kinds of Gam- 
ing, Cock Fighting, Exhibitions of Shews, Plays, and other ex- 
penſive Diverſions and Entertainments; and on the Death of any 
Relation or Friend, none of us, or any of our Families will go in- 
to any further Mourning Dreſs than a black Crape or Ribbon - 


Such as are Merchants, and uſe the Brzti/h and Iriſh © 
Trade, will give Orders, as ſoon as poſſible, to their Factors, A- 
gents and Correſpondents, in Ereat-Britain and Treland, not to 
| ſhip any Goods to them, on any pretence whatſoever, as they 
cannot be received in America; and if any Merchant, reſiding in 
Great-Britain or Jreland, ſhall directly or indirectly ſhip any 


diſpoſe of them to our Neighbours, eſpecially to the poorer Sort, 5 
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e Arm or Hat for Gentlemen, and a black Ribbon and Neck- 


ce for Ladies, and we will diſcontinue the giving of Gloves and 


Scarves at Funerals. Eh; , 
"XZ Ninth. Such as are Venders of Goods or Merchandize will 
1 bot take Advantage of the Scarcity of Goods that may be occa- 
2 oned by this Aſſociation, but will ſell the ſame at the Rates we 
. Fave been reſpectively accuſtomed to do, for twelve Months laſt 
paſt.— And if any Vender of Goods or Merchandize ſhall fell any 
fuch Goods on higher Terms, or ſhall in any Manner, or by any 
Device whatſoever, violate or depart from this Agreement, no 
, Perſon ought, nor will any of us deal with any ſuch Perſon, or 
bis, or her Factor or Agent, at any Time thereafter, for any 
Commodity whatever. . N 


Zenth. In caſe any Merchant, Trader, or other Perſons ſhall 


4 port any Goods or Merchandize after the fut Day of December, 
ard before the fr Day of February next, the ſame ought forth- 


Wich, at the Election of the Owner, to be either re-ſhipped or 


7 Qclivered up to the Committee of the County, or Town wherein 


"they ſhall be imported, to be ftored at the Riſque of the Impor- 
M P q p 


ter, until the Non- importation Agreement ſhall ceaſe, or be ſold 
under the Direction of the Committee aforeſaid; and in the laſt 
mentioned Caſe, the Owner or Owners of ſuch Goods ſhall be re- 
imburſed (out of the Sales, the firſt Coſt and Charges, the Profit, 
if any, to be applied towards relieving and employing ſuch poor 
pr of the Town of Boſton, as are immediate Sufferers by 
the Boſton Port-Bill; and a particular Account of all Goods ſo re- 
turned ſtored, or ſold, to be inſerted in the public Papers; and 


Iau Goods or Merchandizes ſhall be imported after the ſaid i 


Day of February, the ſame ought forthwith to be ſent back again, 
Y without breaking any of the Packages thereof. 


Eleventh. That a Committee be choſen in every County, City 1 


aud Town, by thoſe who are qualified to vote for Repreſentatives 

in the Legiſlature, whoſe Buſineſs it ſhall be attentively to obſerve 
the Conduct of all perſons touching this Aſſociation ; and when it 
mall be made to appear to the Satisfaction of a Majority of any 


ſuch Committee, that any Perſon within the Limits of their Ap- 


Pointment has violated this Aſſociation, that ſuch Majority do 
— forthwith cauſe the Truth of the Caſe to be publiſhed in the Ga- 
Zette; to the End, that all ſuch Foes to the Kights of Britiſh A.- 
moerica may he publicly known, and univerſally contemned as the 
Fnemies of American Liberty; and thenceforth we reſpectively 
will break off all Dealings with him or her. Tc 


Twelfth. That the Committee of Correſpondence in the re- 


ſpective Colonies do frequently inſpect the Entries of their Cuſtom- 
1 Houſes, and inform each other from Time to Time of the true 
State thereof, and of every other material Circumſtance that may 
occur relative to this Aſſociation. . rot 0 

= N . Thirteenth, 
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Thirteenth, That all Manufactures of this Country be ſold at 
reaſonable, Prices, ſo that no undue Advantage be taken of a fu = 
ture Scarcity of Goods. 
Fourteenth, And we do further agree and reſolve, that we will = 
have no Trade, Commerce, Dealings or Intercourſe whatſoever, 
with any Colony or Province, in North- America, which ſhall not 
accede to, or which ſhall hereafter violate this Aſſociation, but 1 
will hold them as unworthy of the Rights of Freemen, * as ini - 
mical to the Liberties of their Country. OE | 


8 And we do ſolemnly bind ourſelves and our r Conſtituents, under 
the Ties aforeſaid, to adhere to this Aſſociation until ſuch parts 7 
of the ſeveral Acts of parliament paſſed ſince the Cloſe of the laſt 
War, as impoſe or continue Duties on Tea, Wine, Molaſſes, Sy: 
rups, Paneles, Coffee, Sugar, Piemento, Indigo, foreign Paper, : 7 
Giaſs, and painters Colours, imported into America, and extend © 
the Powers of the Admiralty Courts beyond their ancient Limits 
deprive the American Subject of Trial by Jury, authoriſe the Fs 

| Judge's Certificate to indemnify the Proſecutor from Damages, — 
that he might otherwiſe be liable to from a Trial by his Peers, 
require oppreſſive Security from a Claimant of Ships or Goods 
ſeized, before he ſhall be allowed to defend his property, are re: 
pealed. And until that part of the Act of the 12. G. 3: ch. 24. 
entitled, An Act for the better ſecuring his Maj eſty 's Dock⸗-⸗- 
| Yards, Magazines, Ships, Ammunition, and Stores by which "ff 
any perſons charged with committing any of the Offences therein 
| deſcribed, in America, may be tried in any Shire or County with- E” 
in the Realm, is repealed. —And until the four Acts paſſed the laſt 
Seſſion of parliament, viz. that for ſtopping the port and blocking 
up the Harbour of Bofton.—That for altering the Charter and 
Government of the Maſſachuſette-Bay. And that which is ent- 
tled, © An Act for the better Adminiſtration of Juſtice, &c.”— | 
And that « For extending the Limits of Quebec, &c.” are re- 
pealed. And we recommend it to the provincial Conventions, 
and to the Committees in the reſpective Colonies, to eſtabliſh ſuch © * 
farther Regulations as they may think ks for carrying into 
1 Execution this Aſſociation. 


88 Ion = 2 I S  gn 8 


The foregoing Aſſociation being determined upon by the con- 1 
an was ordered to be ſubſcribed by the ſeveral Members there- 
of; and thereupon we have hereunto {et our r relpocue Names ace 

cordingly. e 


Ia Congreſs, Philadelphia, October 24 
Signed PEVYTON Rarvoven, Preſident. 3 
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Rn 0DE-TSLAND, - 


ConnECTICUT, 


| „ 3 PAS — — 


Neu- Toax, 


Me- Ixus kv. 4 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


NEw-CAs TLE, &c. 


ManvLany,: 


Vo RGINIA, 


Nogr-CAROL INA, ; 


Samuel Adams , 


James Kinſey, 


1774 
Thomas Cuſhing, 


BER 


John Adams, 
Robert Treat Paine. 


Stephen Hopkins, 
Samuel Ward. 
Eliphalet Dyer, 
Roger Sherman, 
Silas Deane. 


 Tfaac Low, 


John Alſop, Fo | 
John Fay, | 
James Duane, 

William Floyd, 

Henry Wiſner, 

S. Boerum, 


Philip Livingſton. 


3 


William Living ſton, 
Stephen Crane, 


Nichard Smith, = I 


John De Hart. | I 
Foſeph Galloway, 4 


John Dickinſon, 


Charles H umphreys, 
Thomas Mifflin, 
Edward Biddle, 
John Morton, 
George Rofs. | 
Caſes Rodney, | 
Thomas M' Kean, oo 
George Read. | 
Matthew Tilebman, 

Thomas Fohnſon, 

William Paca, 

Samuel Chaſe. = 

Richard Henry Lee, 

George Waſhington, 

P. Henry, Fun. 1 
Richard Bland, 1 
Benjamin Harriſon, 


Edmund Pendleton. 
William Hooper, 
Tofeph Hewes, 
R. Gafaell, BE 
SOUTHs 
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ſ Henry Middleton, 
| I Thomas Lynch, 
SouTH-CaroLINA, 4 Chriſlopher Gadſden, 
ES | John Rutledge, 
L Edward Rutledge. 


The Congrels then reſumed the Conſideration of the Addreſ = 
to the Inhabitants of theſe Colonies, and after Debate thereon, 5 
adjourned till to-morrow.— " 


Fainay, Oaber 21, 1774, 


The Addreſs to the people of Great-Britain being brought 3 in, . 
and the Amendments * — — the ſame was 8 9 Tri 
ed and is as follows: e 4 3 

To the PEOPLE „GREAT. . Got the DrreGarEs s, aps eon 
pointed by the ſeveral Engliſh Colonies of New- Hampſhire, hav 

 Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, _ 1 

Connecticut, New-York, New- Ferſey, Pennſylvania, The Lower Tize 

Counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Garolina aui. 
and South-Carolina, to conſider of their Grievances in General \ G0) 

Congrels, at Philadelphia, September 5th, 77 4: 9 wel 

Friends and Fellsau 8 ub . bo. hy 

WHEN a Nation led to Greatneſs by the Hand of Liberty, te 
and poſſeſſed of all the Glory that Heroiſm, Munificence, and Co 
Humanity can beſtow, deſcends to the ungrateful Taſk of forging or 

Chains for her Friends and Children, and inſtead of giving Sup- W 1 
port to Freedom, turns Advocate for Slavery and Oppreſſion, of 
there is Reaſon to ſuſpect ſhe has either ceaſed to be virtuous, or mit 
been extremely negligent 1 in the Appointment of her Rulers. an 
Itn almoſt every Age, in repeated Conflicts, in long and bloody Int 
Wars, as well civil as foreign, a ainſt many and powerful Nations, or 
againſt the open Aſſaults of En nemies and the more dangerous hr 
Treachery of Friends, have the Inhabitants of your Iſland, your per 


great and glorious Anceſtors, maintained their Independence ang 
tranſmitted the Rights of Men and the e of Liberty | to you 
their Poſterit7ʒ. 

Be not ſurprized therefore, that we, who are deſcended from 
the ſame common Anceſtors; that we, whoſe Forefathers partici- 
pated in all the Rights, the Liberties, and the Conſtitution, you 
ſo juſtly boaſt of, and who have carefully conveyed the ſame fair In- 

heritance to us, guarantied by the plighted Faith of Government 
and the moſt ſolemn Compacts with Briti/h Sovereigns, ſhould re- 
fuſe to ſurrender them to Men, who found their Claims on no 
Principles of Reaſon, and who proſecute them with a Deſign, 
that by having ur Lives and Property in their Power, they may 

with the greater Facility enſlave you. 
The 


| ME oreroment | in any quarter of the Globe. 
well as you, deem ſacred. And yet facred as they are, they have, 
5 Frith many others, been repeatedly and flagrantly violated. 


* 
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The cauſe of America is now the Object of univerſal Anention: 


it has at length become very ſerious. This unhappy Country has 
not only been oppreſſed, but abuſed and miſrepreſented; and the 
Duty we owe to ourſelves and Poſterity, to your Intereſt, and 

E- = general Welfare of the Briti/h — leads us to addreſs you 


2 7 5 


on this very important Subject. 


Know then, That we conſider ourſelves, and hs inſiſt, that we 


” 189) 
r 


are and ought to be, as free as our Fellow Subjects in Britain, 


and that no Power on Earth has a Right to take our Property from 


e 


| without our Conſent. 

That we claim all the Benefits ſecured to the Subject by the 
i Couſtitution, and particularly that ineſtimable one of 
© Fral by Jury. i 

TL bit we hold it l to Engi iſh fly, that no Man be 
We ondemned unheard, or puniſhed for ſuppoſed Offences, without 
Worn an Opportunity of making his Defence. 
That we think the Legiſlature of Great-Britain is not autho- 
| Tized by the Conftitution to eſtabliſh a Religion fraught with ſan- 
guinary and impious Tenets, or, to erect an arbitrary Form of 


Are not the Proprietors of the Soil of Great -Britain Lords of 
Þ their own Property? can it be taken from them without their 
"Conſent ? will they yield it to the arbitrary Diſpoſal of any Man, 
or Number of Men whatever ?—You know they will not. 
Why then are the Proprietors of the Soil of America leſs Looks 
of theſe Property than you are of yours; or why ſhould they ſub- 
mit it to the Diſpoſal of your Parliament, or any other Parlia- 
ment, or Council in the World, not of their Election? Can the 
: e of the Sea that divides us, cauſe Diſparity in Rights, 
1 or can any Reaſon be given, why Eugliſhß Subjects, who live 
three thouſand Miles from the We Palace, ſhould enjoy leſs Li- 
Iberer than thoſe who are three hundred Miles diſtant from it? 


3 'F Reaſon looks with Indignation on ſuch Diſtinctions, and Free- 


men can never perceive their propriety. And yet, however chi- 


7 merten and unjuſt ſuch Diſcriminations are, the parliament aſſert, 
” that they have a Right to bind us in all Caſes without Exception, 


whether we conſent or not ; that they may take and uſe our pro- 


5 perty when and in what Manner they pleaſe; that we are penſion- 


Pere on their Bounty for all that we poſleſs, and can hold it no lon- 
ger than they vouchafe to permit. Such Declarations we conſider 


4 1 as Hereſies in Engliſh politics, and which can no more operate to 
; q deprive us of our Property, than the Interdi&s of the Pope can di- 
1 veſt Kings of Sceptres, which the Laws of the Land and the 
Voice of the People have placed 1 in their Hands. 


At 


Theſe Rights we, as 
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At the Concluſion of the late War—a War rendered glorlous R 
by the Abilities and Integrity of a Miniſter, to whoſe Efforts the 
_ Britiſh Empire owes its Safety and its Fame: At the Concluſion 
of this War, which was ſucceeded by an inglorious Peace, formed 
under the Auſpices of a Miniſter, of Principles, and of a Family "Wt 
unfriendly to the Proteftant Cauſe, and inimical to Liberty— ⁵ 
We fay at this Period, and under the Influence of that Man, a 
Plan for enſlaving your Fellow Subjects in America was concerted, 
and has ever ſince been pertinaciouſly carrying into Execution. 
Prior to this Ara you were content with drawing from us tgje 
Wealth produced by our Commerce. You reſtrained our Trade 1 
in every Way that could conduce to your Emolument. You ex- pa 
erciſed unbounded Sovereignty ' over the Sea. You named the Pr 
Ports and Nations to which alone our Merchandize ſhould be car- "_ the 
ried, and with whom alone we ſhould trade; and though ſome of Ae 
_ theſe Reſtrictions were grievous, We nevertheleſs did not complain; Vi 
we looked up to you as to our parent State to which we were 
bound by the ſtrongeſt Ties: And were happy in being inſtru- 4 
mental to your Proſperity and your Grandeur. — 5 
We call upon you yourſelves, to witneſs our Loyalty ad At- 5 
tachment to the common Intereſt of the whole Empire: Did we 
not, in the laſt War, add all the Strength of this vaſt Continent 
to the Force which repelled our common Enemy? Did we not 7 
leave our native Shores, and meet Diſeaſe and Death, to promote 
the Succeſs of Brizi/h Arms in foreign Climates? Did you not 
thank us for our Zeal, and even reimburſe us large Sums of Money, 
which, you confeſſed, we had advanced beyond our Proportion, _ 
and far beyond our Abilities ? You did. | 1 
To what Cauſes, then, are we to attribute the fadden Change 
of Treatment, and that Syſtem of Slavery which was e for „ 
us at the Reſtoration of Peace. 1 
Before we had recovered from the Diſtreſſes hich ever attend by 
War, an Attempt was made to drain this Country of all its Mo- 
_ ney, by the oppreſſive Stamp-Act. Paint, Glaſs, and other Con- 
modities, which you would not permit us to purchaſe of other Na- 
tions, were taxed; nay, although no Wine is made in any Coun- 7 
try, ſubject to the Britiſh State, you prohibited our procuring it 
of Foreigners, without paying a Tax, impoſed by your Parlia- r- 
ment, on all we imported. Theſe and many other Impoſitions 
were laid upon us moſt unjuſtly and unconſtitutionally, for the e- 
_ preſs Purpoſe of raiſing a Revenue.—In order to ſilence Com- 1 i 
Plat, it was, indeed, provided, that this Revenue ſhould be e-, 


pended in America for its Protection and Defence. —Theſe Exac- 7 C 
tions, however, can receive no Juſtification from a pretended Ne- ere 
ceility of protecting and defending us. They are laviſhly ſquan-⸗ S* 
dered on Court Favourites and Miniſterial Dependents, generally Ip SY 
avowed Enemies to Amer ica and employing themſelves, by partia! © 


Repreſentations, 


Oc TOBER, 1774. =_ 


rioug ERe.preſentations, to traduce and embroil the Colonies. For the 


s the gneceſſary Support of Government here, we ever were and ever 
uſion hall be ready to provide. And whenever the Exigencies of the 
rmed State may require it, we ſhall, as we have heretofore done, chear- 
mily "Fully contribute our full Proportion of Men and Money. 'To en- 
Ye force this unconſtitutional and unjuſt Scheme of Taxation, every 
m, a Pence that the Wiſdom of our Britiſß Anceſtors had carefully e- 


rected againſt arbitrary Power, has been violently thrown down in 
America, and the ineſtimable Right of Trial by Jury taken away 
s the in Caſes that touch both Life and Property. It was ordained that 
rade whenever Offences ſhould be committed in the Colonies againſt 


of proving his Accuſation, and obliges the Defendant either to e- 
bj LG to ſuffer. To give this new Judicatory the 
> * Importance, and as, if with Deſign to protect falſe Accu- 

1 lers, it is further provided, that the Judge's Certificate of there 


very of Damages. N 3 85 „ 
By the Courſe of our Law, Offences committed in ſuch of the 


In all theſe Colonies, Juſtice is regylarly and impartially admi- 
niſtered, and yet by the Conſtruction of ſome, and the Direction 
of other Acts of Parliament, Offenders are to be taken by Force, 
together with all ſuch Perſons as may be pointed out as Witneſles, 
and carried to England, there to be tried in a diſtant Land, by a 
Jury of Strangers, and ſubject to all the Diſadvantages that reſult 
from want of Friends, want of Witneſſes, and want of Money. 

When the deſign of raifing a Revenue from the duties impoſed 
on the importation of Tea into America, had in great Meaſure 
been rendered abortive by our ceaſing to import that Commodity, 
a Scheme was concerted by the Miniſtry with the Z#aft- India 
Company, and an Act paſſed enabling and encouraging them to 
tranſport and vend it in the Colonies. Aware of the danger of 
giving ſucceſs to this inſidious Manœuvre, and of permitting a pre- 
cedent of Taxation thus to be eſtabliſhed among us, various Me- 
thods were adopted to elude the Stroke. The People of Beſton, 

„%%% e then 
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then ruled by a Governor, whom, as well as his Predeceſſor Sir 
Francis Bernard, all America conſiders as her Enemy, were exceed- bo 
ingly embarraſſed. The Ships, which had arrived with the Tea, 8; 


were by his management prevented from returning. —The Duties 


would have been paid ; the Cargoes landed and expoſed to Sale; 8&1 


a Governor's influence would have procured and protected many 


Purchaſers. While the Town was fuſpended by deliberations on 
this important Subject, the Tea was deſtroyed. Even ſuppoſing 


a Treſpaſs was thereby committed, and the Proprietors of the Tea 
entitled to Damages, the Courts of Law were open, and Judges 
appointed by the Crown preſided in them.—The Eaſt-India Com- 
| pany however did not think proper to commence any Suits, nor 
did they even demand Satisfaction either from Individuals, or 


from the Community in general. The Miniſtry, it ſeems officiouſ- 


ly made the Caſe their own, aud the Great Council of the Nation 


deſcended to intermeddle with a Diſpute about Private Pro- 


perty. Divers Papers, Letters, and other unauthenticated ex parte * 
Evidence were laid before them; neither the Perſons who deſtroy- 


ed the Tea, nor the People of Beſton were called upon to anſwer 
the Complaint. The Miniſtry, incenſed by being diſappointed in 
a favourite Scheme, were determined to recur from the little Arts 
of Fineſſe, to open. Force and unmanly Violence. The Port of 
Boſton was blocked up by a Fleet, and an Army placed in the 


Town. Their Trade was to be ſuſpended, and thouſands reduced 
to the Neceſſity of gaining Subſiſtence from Charity, till they 
ſhould ſubmit to paſs under the Yoke, and conſent to become 


Slaves, by confeſſing the omnipotence of Parliament, and acquieſ- 


ing in whatever diſpoſition they might think proper to make of 
their Lives and Property. _ 1 | | 


Let Juſtice and Humanity ceaſe to be the boaſt of your Nation 


_ conſult your Hiſtory, examine your records of former Tranſa&i- 


ons, nay turn to the Annals of the many Arbitrary States and 


Kingdoms that ſurround you, and ſhew us a ſingle Inſtance of 
Men being condemned to ſuffer for imputed Crimes, unheard, un- 
queſtioned, and without even the ſpecious formality of a Trial; 
and that too by Laws made expreſly for the Purpoſe, and which 
had noexiitence at the Time of the Fact committed. If it be dif- 
ficult to reconcile theſe proceedings to the Genius and Temper of 


your Laws and Conſtitution, the 'Taſk will become more Arduous, 


when we call upon our Miniſterial Enemies to juſtify, not only con- 


demning Men untried and by hearſay, but involving the Innocent 
in one common Puniſhment with the Guilty, and for the A& of 


thirty or forty, to bring Poverty, Diſtreſs, and Calamity. on thirty 
thouſand Souls, and thoſe not your Enemies, but your Friends, 


Brethren, and Fellow-Subje&s. 


It would be ſome Conſolation to us, if the Catalogue of Ameri- 


can oppreſſions ended here. It gives us Pain to be reduced to the 
| Neceſſity 
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Towns a Treſpaſs was committed on ſome Merchandize, ſaid to 
belong to one of the Companies, and becauſe the Miniſtry were of 


3 
wh + 
a 
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- eceſſity of reminding you, that under the Confidence repoſed in 


To She Faith of Government, pledged in a Royal Charter from a Bri- 
ea, 


- . OcroBr, 1574- 


70 "Ho Sovereign, the Fore- Fathers of the preſent Inhabitants of the 


aſſachuſetts-Bay left their former Habitations, and eſtabliſhed 
that great, flouriſhing, and loyal Colony. Without incurring or being 


55 harged with a forfeiture of their Rights, without being heard, 


without being tried, without Law, and without Juſtice, by an 


Act of Parliament, their Charter is deſtroyed, their Liberties vio- 
dated, their Conſtitution and Form of Government changed: And 


all this upon no better Pretence, than becauſe in one of their 


5 
. 
5 


opinion, that ſuch high political Regulations were neceſlary to 


Pd 


compel due ſubordination and obedience to their Mandates. 


Nor are theſe the only capital Grievances under which we la- 


pbour. We might tell of diſſolute, weak, and wicked Governors 


ſerting the rights of Britiſh Subjects; of needy and ignorant de- 


* 


% 


> which is almoſt loſt under the Weight and Preſſure of greater and 


more poignant Calamities. 


3 
[ £38 
73 
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pendents on great Men advanced to the Seats of Juſtice, and to 
other Places of Truſt and Importance; of hard Reſtrictions on 
Commerce, and a great Variety of leſſer Evils, the recollection of 


4 


Now mark the Progreſſion of the Miniſterial Plan for enſlaving 
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Well aware that ſuch hardy Attempts to take our Property | 


1 5 ' from us, to deprive us of that valuable Right of Trial by Jury, 


d 0o ſeize our Perſons, and carry us for Trial to Great-Britain, to 


blockade our Ports, to deſtroy our Charters, and change our 


= Forms of Government, would occaſion, and had already occaſioned 
great diſcontent in the Colonies, which might produce oppoſition 
to theſe Meaſures; An Act was paſſed to protect, indemnify, and 
= ſcreen from Puniſhment, ſuch as might be guilty even of Murder, 


in endeavouring to carry their oppreflive Edicts into Execution; 


> and by another Act the dominion of Canada is to be ſo extended, 


- 


= modelled, and governed, as that by being diſunited from us, de- 
tached from our Intereſts, by civil as well as religious Prejudices, 
© that by their Numbers daily ſwelling with Catholic Emigrants 
from Zurope, and by their devotion to Adminiſtration, ſo friendly 


„ 
4% 


themſelves. 


to their Religion, they might become Formidable to us, and on 


= occation, be fit Inſtruments in the Hands of Power, to reduce the 


ancient, free 


Proteſtant Colonies to the ſame ſtate of Slavery with 


This was evidently the Object of the Act: And in this view, 


3 being extremely dangerous to our Liberty and Quiet, we cannot 
"= torbear complaining of it, as hoſtile to Briti/h America. Superad- 
died to theſe conſiderations, we cannot help deploring the unhappy 
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condition to which it has reduced the many Engliſh Settlers, whay « 
encouraged by the Royal Proclamation, promiſing the enjoyment 


of all their Rights, have purchaſed Eſtates in that Country. — They E b | 


are now the Subjects of an arbitrary Government, deprived of 8 
Trial by Jury, and when impriſoned cannot claim the Benefit of 


the Habeus Corpus Act, that great Bulwark and Palladium of Eu- 
gliſh Liberty :—Nor can we ſuppreſs our Aſtoniſhment, that 4 , 
_ Britiſh Parliament ſhould ever conſent to eftabliſh in that Country, 
a Religion that has deluged your Iſland in Blood, and diſperſed 
Impiety, Bigotry, Perſecution, Murder, and Rebellion through WE .! 


every part of the World. 


This being a true ſtate of Facts, let us beſeech vou to conſider bk 


to what end they lead. 


Admit that the Miniſtry, by the Powers of Britain, and the 


aid of our Roman Catholic Neihborrs ſhould be able to carry 


the point of Taxation, and reduce us to a ſtate of perfect Humilia- e 
tion and Slavery: Such an Enterprize would doubtleſs make n. 


ſome addition to your National Debt, which already preſſes down + 
your Liberties, and fills you with Penſioners and Placemen. 


We preſume, alſo, that your Commerce will ſomewhat be dimiſh- 1 


ed. However, ſuppoſe you ſhould prove ViRorious, in what 
condition will you then be? What advantages or what laurels will 


you reap from ſuch a conqueſt ?_ 


May not a Miniſtry with the ſame Armies inſlave you, —it may 
be ſaid, you will ceaſe to pay them, —but remember the Taxes 
from America; the Wealth, and we may add the Men, and parti- 
cularly the Roman Catholics of this vaſt Continent, will then be in 


the Power of your Enemies; nor will you have any reaſon to ex- 


pect, that after making Slaves of us, many among us ſhould refuſe 
to aſſiſt in reducing you to the ſame abject State. 
Do not treat this as Chimetical.—Kiow that in leſs than half a 


Sede the quit - rents reſerved to the Crown, from the number- 


leſs grants of this vaſt Continent, will pour large ſtreams of Wealth 


into the royal Coffers, and if to this be added the Power of taxin 
America at Pleaſure, the Crown will be rendered Independant by 


public Spirit in the Eugliſb Nation. To that Juſtice we now Ap- 
peal. You have been old that we are Seditious, impatient of Go- 


vernment, and deſirous of Independency. Be aſſured that theſe 


are not Facts, but Calumnies. Permit us to be as free as yourſelves, 


and we ſhall ever eſteem a Union with you to be our greateſt Glo- 


ry and our greateſt Happineſs, we ſhall ever be ready to contri- 
Hute all i in our Power to the Welfare of the Empire,—we ſhall 
conſider 


you for Supplies, and will poſſeſs more Treaſure than may be ne- | 

ceſſary to purchaſe the remains of Liberty in your Iſland. —In a et 

word, take care that you do not fall into the Pit that is preparing ba 
for us. "= 
We believe there | 18 yet much Virtue, much Juſtice, and much == 


whay . your Enemies as our Enemies, and your Intereſt as our 
ment 7 n. 
Theß But if you are determined that your Miniſters ſhall wantonly 
ed of Y ort with the rights of Mankind —If neither the Voice of Juſ- 
fit of 7 ice, the Dictates of the Law, the Principles of the Conſtitution, 
f En. 3 dr the Suggeſtions of Humanity can reftrain your Hands from 
nat 4 =: Medding human Blood in ſuch an impious Cauſe, we muſt then 
ntry, Rell you, that we will never ſubmit to be Hewers of Wood or 
erſed 1 12 Drawers of Water for any Miniſtry or Nation in the World. 
n 1 A = Phlaceus in the ſame Situation that we were at the Cloſe of the | 
"Raft War, and our former Harmony will be reſtored. 

der 3 Hut left the ſame Supineneſs and the ſamesTratiention to our 
N ; "48h tommon Intereſt, which you have for ſeveral Years ſhewn, ſhould 
the Fontinue. we think it prudent to anticipate the Conſequences. 
darr, By the deſtruction of the Trade of Beſton, the Miniſtry have 
nilia- 3 | Peace to induce ſubmiſſion to their Meaſures. The like fate 
nake | way befal us all. We will endeavour therefore to live without 
lown - Trade, and recur for Subſiſtence to the Fertility and Bounty of 
men; A | SH ur native Soil, which will afford us all the Neceſſaries and ſome of 
niſh-  *@he Conveniences of Life. We have ſuſpended our Importation 
vhat from Great-Britain and Ireland; and in leſs than a Year's Time, | 
will Fnleſs our Grievances ſhould be redreſſed, ſhall difcontinue our 
Ed Foce to thoſe Kingdoms and the Weft- Indies. | 
may It is with the utmoſt regret, however, that we find fs : 
axes WT ompelted by the over-ruling principles of Self- preſervation, to 
arti- kr Meaſures detrimental in their Conſequences to Numbers of 
e in Hur Fellow- Subjects in Great-Britain and Ireland. But we hope, | 
ex- that the Magnanimity and Juſtice of the Briti/h Nation will fur- 
fuſe Miſh a Parliament of ſuch Wiſdom, Independance, and Public 

; Spirit, as may ſave the violated Rights of the whole Empire from 
If a 4 he Devices of wicked Miniſters and evil Counſellors whether in or 
der- | out of Office; and thereby reſtore that I Iarmony, Friendſhip, and 
alt! Fraternal Affection between all the Inhabitants of his Majeſty's 
ing ing dome and Territories, ſo ardently wiſhed for by every true 
of and honeſt American. — 
ne- The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of the Memorial 
n 4 to the Inbabitants of the Britiſh Colonies, and the ſame being de- 
ins ñ Fated by Paragraphs and amended, was approved, and 1 is as 3 follows; 4 
1h 2 the INHABITANTS of the COLONIES of New Hamp- 
p- Fire, Maſſachiſetts Bay, Rhode Iſland and Providence Planta- 
30. Lions, Connecticut, New-York, Neaw- Ferſey, Pennſylvania, the 
eſe Counties of Newcaſtle Kent and Suſſex on Delaware, Mar. Hato, 
es, Virginia, North Carolina, and South Car vlina. 
o- FrienDs and CounTRYMEN, 
ri- We, the DELEGATES appointed by the good People 
al! of theſe Colonies to meet at at Poladeiphia 1 in September laſt, for 
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the Purpoſes mentioned by our reſpective Conſtituents, have, in 


purſuance of the 'Truſt repoſed in us, aſſembled, and taken into I 


our moſt ſerious Conſideration, the important Matters recom- MX 
mended to the Congreſs. Our Reſolutions thereupon will be 
herewith communicated to you. But as the Situation of public 
Affairs grows daily more and more alarming ; and as it may be 
more Satisfactory to you to be informed by us in a Collective 
Body, than in any other Manner, of thoſe Sentiments that have 
been approved, upon a full and free Diſcuſſion, by the Repre- 
ſentatives of ſo great a part of America, we eſteem ourſelves ob: 


| liged to add this Addreſs to theſe Reſolutions. - 


In every Caſe of Oppoſition by a People to their Rulers, or +, ; 
of one State to another, duty to Almighty God, the Creator of, 
all, requires that a true and impartial Judgment be formed of 


the Meaſures leading to ſuch Oppoſition ; and of the Cauſes by 


which it has been provoked, or can in any Degree be juſtified, 7 
that neither Affection on the one hand, nor Reſentment on the 


other, being permitted to give a wrong biaſs to Reaſon, it may be 
enabled to take a diſpaſſionate view of all Circumſtances, and to 


ſettle the public Conduct on the ſolid Foundations of Wiſdom and 


ae e 
From Councils thus tempered ariſe the ſureſt Hopes of the 
Divine Favour, the firmeſt Encouragement to the Parties en- 
gaged, and the ſtrongeſt Recommendation of their Cauſe to the 
reſt of Mankind. _ 3 
With Minds deeply impreſſed by a Senſe of theſe Truths, we 
have diligently, deliberately, and calmly enquired into, and con- 
ſidered thoſe Exertions, both of the legiſlative and executive 
Power of Great Britain, which have excited ſo much uneaſineſs 
in America, and have, with equal Fidelity and Attention, con- 
ſidered the Conduct of the Colonies. Upon the whole, we find 
ourſelves reduced to the diſagreeable Alternative of being ſilent 
and betraying the innocent, or of ſpeaking out and cenſuring 
thoſe we wiſh to revere. In making our choice of theſe diſtreſ- 
ſing difficulties, we prefer the Courſe dictated by Honeſty, and 
and a Regard for the Welfare of our Country. 5 


Soon after the concluſion of the late War, there commenced 


@ memorable change in the Treatment of theſe Colonies. By a 
Statute made in the Fourth Year of the preſent Reign, a Time of 
profound Peace, alledging, * the Expediency of new Proviſions 
and Regulations for extending the Commerce between Great 
«© Britain and his Majeſty's Dominions in America, and the Ne- 
% ceſſity of raiſing a Revenue in the ſaid Dominions for defray- 
ing the Expences of defending protecting and ſecuring the 
« ſame,” the Commons of Great Britain undertook to give and 
grant to his Majeſty many Rates and Duties, to be paid in 
theſe Colonies. To enforce the obſervance of this Act, it pre- 
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47 
Eribbes a great Number of ſevere Penalties and Forfeitures; and 
ro Sections makes a remarkable Diſtinction between the 
bub jects in Great Britain, and thoſe in America. By the one, 
he Penalties and Forfeitures incurred zhere, are to be recovered in 
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Iny ot the King's Courts of Record at Maſiminſter, or in the Court 
pf Exchequer in Scotland; and by the other, the Penalties and 
Forfeitures incurred here, are to be recovered in any Court of 
3 ecord, or in any Court of Admiralty, or Vice Aamiralty; at 
he Election of the Informer or Proſecutor. e. 

The Inhabitants of theſe Colonies, confiding in the juſtice of 


reat-Britain, were ſcarcely allowed /uffictent time to receive 


pho ge 7 
8 


and conſider this Act, before another, well known by the Name 


* 4 wr 

s 25 I 
s 
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of the Stamp Act, and paſſed in the Fifth Year of this Reign, 
1 ngroſſed their whole Attention. By this Statute the Brizi/Þ 
Parliament exerciſed in the moſt explicit Manner a Power of 
Taxing us, and extending the Juriſdiction of Courts of Admi- 
raliy and Vice Admiralty in the Colonies, to Matters arifing 
within the Body of a County, and directed the numerous Penalties 
and Forfeitures thereby inflicted, to be recovered in the ſaid Courts. 
In the ſame Year a Tax was impoſed upon us, by an Act eſta- 
pbliſhing ſeveral new Fees in the Cuſtoms. In the next Year 
the Stamp Act was repealed; not becauſe it was founded in 
an erroneous Principle, but, as the repealing Act recites, becauſe 
the Continuance thereof would be attended with many incon- 
veniencies, and might be productive of Conſequences greatly 
detrimental to the Commercial Intereſt of Great Britain“. 
In the ſame Year, and by a ſubſequent Act it was declared, 
that his Majeſty in Parliament, of right, had power to bind 
the People of theſe Colonies by Statutes zz all Caſes whatſcever. 
In the ſame Year, another Act was paſſed, for impoſing Rates 
and Duties payable in theſe Colonies. In this Statute the Com- 
mons avoiding the Terms of giving and granting © humbly be- 
X < ſought his Majeſty that it might be enacted, &c. But from a 
Declaration in the Preamble, that the Rates and Duties were 
din lieu of” ſeveral others granted by the Statute firſt before 


57 
N 4 


8 15 5 ions it appears, that theſe Duties were intended for that Purpoſe. 


Un the next Year, [1767] an Act was made © to enable his 
7 «© Majeſty to put the Cuſtoms and other duties in America under 
© © the Management of Commiſſioners, &c.” and the, King there- 
E - upon erected the preſent expenſive Board of Commiſſioners, for 
L the expreſs Purpoſe of carrying into Execution the ſeveral Acts 
relating to the Revenue and Trade in America. =) 

Alfter the Repeal of the Stamp Act, having again reſigned our- 
ſelves to our ancient unſuſpicious Affections for the Parent State, 
and anxious to avoid any Controverſy with her, in hopes of a 
favourable alteration in Sentiments and Meaſures towards us, we 


did 
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did not preſs our Objections againſt the above mentioned Sta, 24 2 
tutes made ſubſequent to that Repeal. 1 1 
Adminiſtration, attributing to triffling Cauſes, a conduct that 2 5 

really proceeded from generous motives, were encouraged in the 1 
ſame Year, [1767] to make a bolder e on the Patience 
of America. 1 
By al Statute commonly called the Glaſs, Paper, and Tea AQ, 
made Fifteen Months after the Repeal of the Stamp Act, the 


Commons of Great Britain reſumed their former Language, 1 


and again undertook to give and grant Rates and Duties to 1 t 


« be paid in theſe Colonies,” for the expreſs Purpoſe of “ raiſing 
« a Revenue, to defray the Charges of the Adminiſtration of 7 x 
« Juſtice, the ſupport of Civil Government, and defending the a 
10 King's Dominions,” on this Continent. The Penalties and | 
Forfeitures, incurred under this Statute, are to be recovered in 
the fame Manner, with thoſe mentioned in the foregoing FO I 'F 
Io this Statute ſo naturall tending to diſturb the quill þ BE, 
ty then univerſal throughout t the Colonies, Parliament in the ſame 
Seſſion, added another no leſs extraordinary. 5 
Exer ſince the making the preſent Peace, a 8 Rae hat — "F 
been kept in theſe Colonies. From Reſpect for the Mother 
Country, the Innovation was not only tolerated, but the Provin- 
cial Legiſlatures generally made Proviſion for ſupplying the Troops 3 
The Aſſembly of the Province of New-York, having paſſed an 
Act of this kind, but differing in ſome Articles, from the Di- | -”. 
rections of the Act of Parliament made in the Fifth Year of 7 
this Reign, the Houſe of Repreſentatives in that Colony a 
was prohibited by a Statute made in the Jaft Seffion ment1on- 8 
ed, from making any Bill, Order, Reſolution, or Vote, except 
bor adjourning or chuſing a Speaker, until Proviſion ſhould be 5 
made by the ſaid Aﬀembly for furniſhing the Troops within that 
Province, not only with all ſuch Neceſſaries as were required by the 
Statute which they were charged with diſobeying, but alſo wit! 
thoſe required by Two other ſubſequent Statutes, which were 
declared to be in Force, until the T wenty-fourth Day of March, oh 
3709, I £2 | 
Theſe Statutes of the Y ear 170 revired the Avpretientiont 5 
and Diſcontents, that had entirely ſubſided on the Repeal of 
the Stamp Act; and amidſt the Juſt Fears and Jealouſies thereby 
occaſioned, a Statute was made in the next Year [1768] to eſta- 
blifh Courts of Admiralty and Vice Admiralty on a new Model, 
exprets]y for the End of more effectually recovering of the Penalties 
and Forteiturcs inflicted by Acts of Parliament, framed for the 
Purpoſe of raiſing a Revenue in America., &c. i 
The immediate 'Fendency of theſe Statutes is, to ſubvert the 
Right of having a Share in Legiſlation, by rendering Aſſemblies RR 
micleis ; ; the Right of Property, by taking the Money of the 
Coloniſt; 
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b 4 Þ oloniſts without their Conſent ; the Right of Trial by Jury, by 
ubfſtituting in their Place Trials i in Admiralty and Vice Admi- 


t that 1 * Ity Courts, where ſingle Judges preſide, holding their Com- 
in the ons during Pleaſure; and unduly to influence the Courts of 


ommon Law, by rendering the Hagel thereof totally dependant 
Wn the Crown for their Salaries. 

Theſe Statutes, not to mention many others exceedingly ex- 
1 Tea compared one with another, will be found, not only 
J form a regular Syſtem, in which every Part has great force, 


ies to Þut alſo a pertinacious adherence to that Syſtem, for ſubjugating 
aiſing heſe Colonies, that are aot, and from local Circumſtances, can- 


pot be repreſented in the Houſe of Commons, to the uncon- 


g the FF ovlable and unlimited Power of Parliament, in violation of 
s and heir undoubted Rights and Liberties, in Contempt of their hum- 
ed in Pie and repeated Supplications. 
Acts. This Conduct muſt appear equally aſtoniſhing and unjuſtifiable, 
quilli- 1 hen it is conſidered how unprovoked it has been by any Beha- 
5 — "Four of theſe Colonies. From their firſt Settlement, their bitter— 
"0 % Enemies never fixed on any of them a Charge of Diſloyalty to 
= ha heir Sovereign or Difſaffection to their Mother- Country. In the 
lother if s ars ſhe has carried on, they have exerted themſelves whenever 
rovin- $ Fequired, in giving her Affiſtance; and have rendered her Services, 
roops. "4 hich ſhe has publickly acknowledged to be extremely important. 


Ted an Their Fidelity, Duty and Uſefulneſs during the laſt War, were 
_— frequently and affectionately confeſſed by his ! late Majeſty and the 
4 preſent King. 

The Reproaches of thoſe, who are moſt unfriendly to the Free- 
Bom of America, are principally levelled againſt the Province of 
Malſſachuſett-Bay; but with what little Reaſon, will appear by 
* he following Declarations of a Perſon, the Truth of whoſe Evi- 
that * in their Favour, will not be queſtioned. Governor Ber- 
by the ard thus addreſſes the two Houſes of Aſſembly -in his Speech 
o with | Gon the 24th of April 1762, — The U nanimity and Diſpatch, 

+ bs | A Pit which you have complicd with the Regui/itor's of his Majeſty, 
rl 4 require my particular Acknowledgement. And it gives me addi- 
1 5 3 Pleaſure to obſerve, that you have therein acted under no 
-nſlions other Influence than a due Senſe of your Duty, both as Members 
eal of br pf a genera; Empire, and as the Body of a particular Frovinee- 
hereby A I in another Sneech. on the 27th of My, in the ſame Year, he 
o eſta- EPS — Whatever ſhall be the Event of the War, it muſt be no 


Model, mall Satisfaction to us, that this Province hath contributed its 


n 


nalties 4 Full Share to the Support of it. Zvery Thing that hath been re- 
for the Fir ed *f it bath been complied with ; and the Execution of the 
overs committed to me, for raifing the provincial Troops hath 
* - Peen as full and complete as the Grant of them. Never before 
mblie; ers Regiments ſo eaſily levied, ſo well compoſed, a and fo early in 


he Field as they have been this Year : the common people ſeemed 


G to 
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to be animated with the Spirit of the General Court, and to vie 
with them in their Readineſs to ſerve the King.“ 8 
Such was the Conduct of the People of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay 1% 
during the Jaſt War. As to their Behaviour before that Period, 
it ought not to have been forgot in Great-Britain, that not only = 
on every Occaſion they had conſtantly and chearfully complied 
with the frequent royal Requiſitions —but that chiefly by their vi. 
gorous Efforts, Nova Scotia was ſubdued in 1710, and Lou;/bours 
in 1745. " 
| Foreign Quarrels being ended, and the Domeſtic Diſturbances, 1 
that quickly ſucceeded on Account of the Stamp-Act, being : 
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0 quieted by its Repeal, the Aſſembly of Maſpachufetts-Bay tranſ-. 
uſt mitted an humble Addreſs of Thanks to the King and divers No- 
4+ blemen, and ſoon after paſſed a Bill for granting Compenſation to 
11 the Sufferers in the Diſorder occaſioned by that Act. 9 
71 Theſe Circumſtances and the following Extracts from ans : 

| Bernard's Letters in 1768, to the Earl of Shelburne, Secretary of | 


State, clearly ſhew, with what grateful Tenderneſs they ſtrove to 
| bury in Oblivion the unhappy Occafion of the late Diſcords, and 
with what reſpectful Deference they endeavoured to eſcape other 
Subjects of future Controverſy. “ The Houſe, (ſays the Gover- 

nor) from the Time of opening the Seſſion to this Day, has ò 
ſnhewn a Diſpoſition to avoid all Diſpute with me; every Thing 

« having paſſed with as much good Humour as I could deſire, 
except only their continuing to act in addreſſing the King, re- 
* monſtrating to the Secretary of State, and employing a ſeparate 

„Agent. It is the Importance of this Innovation, without any 

« Wilfulneſs of my own, which induces me to make this Remon- 

« ſtrance at a Time when J have a fair Proſpe& of having, in all * - 
other Buſineſs, . but good to ſay of the Proceedings of C 
the Hufe. 13 

6 They have acted 7 in all Things, even in their Remonſtrance, 7 

« with Temper and Moderation; they have avoided ſome Subjects 

« of Diſpute, and have laid a Foundation for removing ſome 

« LANs of former Altercation,”F _ bs 

I ſhall make ſuch a prudent and proper K of this Laer as, 5 "4 

c 1 hope, will perfectly reſtore the Peace and Tranquillity of 

« this Province, for which Purpoſe conſiderable Steps have been * 

« made by the Houſe of Repreſentatives.” 7 

The Vindication of the Province of Maſachuſetts- Bay con- 5 

tained in theſe Letters, will have greater Force, if it be conſider- M 

ed, that they were written ſeveral Months after the freſh Alarm 

given to the Colonies by the Statutes paſſed in the preceding i 
Year. 1 
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to vie In this Place it ſeems proper to take Notice of the Laflauation 
pf one of thoſe Statutes, that the Interference of Parliament was 
Ar. Peceſſary to provide for *“ defraying the Charge of the Admini- 
eriod, „ ſtration of Juſtice, the ſupport of Civil Government, and de- 
tony 1 fending the King's Dominions in America. 

. lied as to the Two firſt Articles of Expence, every Colony had 
ear nade ſuch Proviſion, as by their reſpective Aſſemblies, che beſt 
Mourg wo udges on ſuch Occaſions, was thought expedient, and ſuitable 
o their ſeveral Circumſtances : reſpecting the laſt, it is well 
"ances, Known to all men, the leaſt acquainted with American Affairs, 
being that the Colonies were eſtabliſhed, and generally defended them- 
tranl- by, elves, without the leaſt Aſſiſtance from Great Britain; and 
rs No- that, at the Time of her Taxing them by the Statutes before 
ion to 7 £ F entioned, moſt of them were labouring under very heavy Debts 
| 1955 be contracted in the laſt War. So far were they from ſparing their 
vernor Money, when their Sovereign, conſtitutionally, aſked their Aids, 


e 


ary of RB hat during the Courſe of that War, Parliament repeatedly made 


Ive to nem Compenſations for the Expences of thoſe ſtrenuous Efforts, 
s, and PE hich, conſulting their Zeal rather than their Strength, they had 
_Other WW hearfully incurred. 5 
over- , Severe as the Acts of Parliament before 3 are, yet the 
Y » has Conduct of Adminiftration hath been equally i e and irri- 
Thing By tating, to this devoted Country. 
deſire, XZ Under Pretence of governing them, ſo many new Fafiturions, 
— Zvniformly rigid and dangerous, have been introduced, as could 

only be expected from incenſed Maſters, for collecting the Tri- 
baute or rather the Plunder of conquered Provinces. 
By an Order of the King, the Authority of the Commander 
in Chief, and under him, of the Brigadier-Generals, iz Time of 
bY Peace, is rendered Supreme i in all the Civil Governments in Ames 
rica; and thus, an uncontroulable Military Power is veſted in 
= Officers, not known to the Conſtitution of theſe Colonies. | 
EF | A large body of Troops, and a confiderable armament of Ships 
5 1 Jof War, have been lent to aſſiſt i in taking their Money without their 
0 onſent. ; 
ter as, Expenſive and FR 1 Offices have "VOY multiplied; and 
ity of the Ads of Corruption induſtriouſſy . to divide and de- 
e been ſtroy. 

he Judges of the Admiralty and Vice Admiralty Courts are 
on- impowered to receive their Salaries and Fees from the Effects to 
ſider- be condemned by themſelves. 
Alarm The Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms are impowered to break open 
:eding It and enter Houſes without the Authority of any Civil Magiſtrate 

xpounded on legal Information. 

5 1 Judges of Courts of Common Law, have been made entirely 
aependant on the Crown for their Commiſſions and Salaries. 
T3 | A Court 


i-Bay 


768. 
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5 5 9 0 
A Court has been eſtabliſhed at Rhode land, for the Purpoſe | 7 It 


ecu 
of taking Coloniſts to England to be tried. 3 Would: 
Humble and reaſonable Petitions from the r of Az Ad 
the People, have been frequently treated with Contempt: and Af. uich 
ſemblies have been repeatedly and arbitrarily diſſolved. io a 
From ſome few Inſtances, it will ſufficiently appear, on what Wo ſcr 
Pretences of Juſtice thoſe diſſolutions have been founded. Sv hich 
The tranquillity of the Colonies having been again diſturbed, er, : 
as has been mentioned, by the Statutes of the Year 156), the Mnbab 
Earl of Hillſborougb, Secretary of State, in a Letter to Gover- MY arge 
nor Bernard, dated April 22, 1768, cenſures the © preſumption” old. 
of the Houle of Reprelentatives for reſolving upon a Meaſure mitte. 
of fe inflammatory a Nature, .as that of writing to the other Co. auſe 
* lonies, ou 3 Sunject of their intended Repreſentations againſ On 
« ſome late As of Parliament, then declares that his Majeſty rita 
« coniiders this Step as evidently tending to create unwarrant- £: 1 
able Combinations to excite an unjuſtifiable Oppoſition to the onge 
conſtitutional Authority of Parliament :”—and afterwards adds, fiame 
« It is the King's Pleaſure, that as ſoon as the General Court / 
is again ailembled, at the Time preſcribed by the Charter, bY chu ſe. 
4 you mould require of the Houſe of Repreſentatives, in his ern 
6 Majeſty” s Name e, to reſcind the Reſolution which gave Birth to ed b. 
the circular Letter from the Speaker, and to declare their Diſ- WF T. 
6 approbation of, and diffent to that raſh and haſty Proceeding.” * 51 
et the New Aſſembly ſhould reſuſe to comply with his Ma. a 
6 jeſty's reaſonable Expectation, it is the King's Venture, that 1 Brit. 
you ſhould immediately diffolve them“ 74 © Colo 
This Letter being laid before the Houſe, and the Reſolution 1 *. b) 


not being reſcinded According to Order, the Aﬀembly was dil-Þ 2” E of t. 


ſolved. A Letter of a ſimilar Nature was ſent to other Governors #8 


is e. 
to procure Reſolutions approving the Conduct of the Repreſenta- 5 tate 
tives of Mafachuſett's Bay to be reſcinded alſo; and the Houſes of Con 
Repreſentatives in other Colonies my to comply, Aſlemblics | a | app! 
were diſſolved. "i | ed | 
Theſe Mandates ſpoke a Language, to inch the ears of "MW hal 
Engliſh Subjects had for ſeveral Generations been Strangers. The = lon 


Nature of Aſſemblies implies a Power and Right of Pelibera· ö 
tion; but theſe Commands, proſcribing the Exerciſe of Judgment 


fern 


fſube 


on the Propriety of the Requiſitions made, left to the Aſſemblies KH 2 
only the election between dictated Submiſſion, and threatened puniſh- | 2 1 In 
ment: A Puniſhment too, founded on no other Act, than uch 1 cha 
as is deemed innocent even in Slaves—of agreeing in Petition Cat 
for Redreſs of Grievances, that equally affect all. | BE 
The hoſtile and unjuſtifiable Invaſion of the Town of Hasta, , Pri 
ſoon followed theſe Events in the fame Year; though that Town La) 
the Province in which it is fituated, and all the Colonies, fron La 
abhorrence of a Conteſt with their Parent State, permitted the as by 


Execution 
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Erecution even of thoſe Statutes, againſt which they ſo unani- 
Foul y were complaining, remonſtrating, and fupplicating. 
s of WG Adminiſtration, determined to ſubdue a Spirit of Freedom, 
— pluich Eugliſh Miniſters ſhould have rejoiced to cheriſh, entered 
Into a monopolizing Combination with the Eaſt Iudia Company, 
o ſend to this Continent vaſt quantities of Tea, an Article, on 
hich a Duty was laid by a Statute, that, in a particular Man- 
er, attacked the Liberties of America, and which therefore the 
FFT nhabitants of theſe Colonies had reſolved not to import. The 
Largo ſent to South Carolina was ſtored, and not allowed to be 
old. Thoſe ſent to Philadelphia and New-York, were not per- 
mitted to be landed. That ſent to Beſton was deſtroyed, be- 
rauſe Governor Hutchinſon, would not ſuffer it to be returned. 
ainſ: On the Intelligence of theſe Tranſactions arriving in Great 
jeity Britain, the public ſpirited Town laſt mentioned, was ſingled 
ant. out for Deſtruction, and it was determined the Province it be- 
the ongs to, ſhould partake of its fate. In the laſt Seſſion of Par- 
dds, ſiament therefore were paſſed the AQs for ſhutting up the Port of 
ourt * on, indemnifying the Murderers of the Inhabitants of Maſſa- 
r, ebuſett-Bay, and changing their Chartered Conſtitution of Go- 
oernment. To enforce theſe Acts, that Province is again invad - 


2 


ed by a Fleet and Army. _ toe TO ; 
XZ Yo mention theſe outrageous Proceedings, is ſufficient to ex- 
plain them. For though it is pretended, that the Province of 


3 Mapachuſetis-Bay has been particularly diſreſpectful to Great- 
RX Britain, yet in truth the Behaviour of the People, in other 
Colonies, has been an equal “ Oppoſition to the Power aſſumed 
by Parliament.“ No ſtep however has been taken againſt any 
of the reſt. This artful Conduct conceals ſeveral Deſigns. It 
is expected that the Province of Maſachuſettsr- Bay will be irri- 
Bec tated into ſome violent Action, that may diſpleaſe the reſt of the 
15 Continent, or that may induce the People of Great- Britain to 
approve the meditated Vengeance of an imprudent and exaſperat- 
ed Miniftry. If the unexampled pacific Temper of that Province 
1 tall difappoint this part of the Plan, it is hoped the other Co- 
4 lonies will be fo far intimidated as to deſert their Brethren, ſuſ- 

24 tering in a common Cauſe, and that thus diſunited, all may be 
& lubdued.  _ TT SE 
= To promote theſe Deſigns, another Meaſure has been purſued. 
n the Seſſion of Parliament laſt mentioned, an Act was paſſed for 
changing the Government of Quebec, by winch Act the Roman 
Catholic Religion, inſtead of being tolerated, as ſtipulated by 
Ph | the Treaty of Peace, is eſtabliſhed; and the People there ere de- 
brived of a Right to an Aﬀembly, Trials by Jury, and the Znoli/ 
1 Laws in Civil Caſes are aboliſhed, and inſtead thereof, the French 
$3 jd Laws are eſtabliſhed, in direct violation of his Majeſty's Promiſe 
by his Royal Proclamation, under the Faith of which many Zn{:/> 
| Subjects 
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Subjects ſettled in that Province and the Limits of that Pro- 1 of an 
rince are extended ſo as to comprehend thoſe vaſt Regions, that 
he adjoining to the Northerly and Weſterly Boundaries of theſe 
Colonies. | - - | = 11 
The Authors of this arbitrary Arrangement flatter themſelves, 
chat the Inhabitants, deprived of Liberty, and artfully provoked larin 
againſt thoſe of another Religion, will be proper Inſtruments for 
afliſting in the oppreſſion of ſuch, as differ from them in Modes of anne 
Government and Faith. | e . 1 
From the Detail of Facts herein before recited, as well as 
from authentic Intelligence received, it is clear beyond a doubt, 
that a Reſolution is formed and now carrying into Execution, to 
extinguiſh the Freedom of theſe Colonies, by ſubjecting them to a ere 
deſpotic Government. Ts „ | + 
At this unhappy Period, we have been authorized and directed 
to meet and conſult together for the Welfare of our common 
Country. We accepted the important Truſt with Diffidence, robe 
| but have endeavoured to diſcharge it with Integrity. Though! 
the State of theſe Colonies would certainly juſtify other Meaſures 
| than we have adviſed, yet weighty Reaſons determined us to pre- 
fer thoſe which we have adopted. In the firſt Place, it appeared | 
to us a Conduct becoming the Character, theſe Colonies have ever 
faſtained, to perform, even in the midſt of the unnatural Diſtreſſes 
and imminent Dangers that ſurround them, every act of Loyalty, 
and therefore, we were induced once more to offer to his Majeſty, 
the Petitions of his faithful and oppreſſed Subjects in America. 
Secondly, regarding with the tender affection, which we knew 
10 be fo univerſal among our Countrymen, the People of the 
Kingdom, from which we derive our Origin, we could not for- | 0 b 
bear to regulate our Steps by an expectation of receiving full Con- 3 
viction, that the Coloniſts are equally dear to them. Between 
theſe Provinces and that Body ſubſiſts the Social Band, which we 
ardently with may never be diffolved, and which cannot be diſ- 
folved, until their Minds ſhall become indiſputably hoſtile, or 
their inattention fhall permit thoſe who are thus hoſtile to perſiſt 1 
in proſecuting with the Powers of the Realm, the Deſtructive pP. 
Meaſures already operating againſt the Coloniſts, and in either 
cafe, ſhall reduce the latter to ſuch a Situation, that they ſhall 
be compelled to renounce every Regard, but that of Self-preſer- 
vation. Notwithſtanding the violence with which Affairs have 
been impelled, they have not yet reached that fatal Point. We 
do not incline to accelerate their Motion, already alarmingly ra- 
pid; we have choſen a Method of oppoſition, that does not pre- 
clude a hearty Reconciliation with our Fellow-Citizens, on the 
other fide of the Atlantic. We deeply deplore the urgent Ne- 
ceſſity, that preſſes us to an immediate interruption of Commerce, 
that may prove injurious to them. We truſt they will acquit us 
| of 


7 
. 
calcul 
= MY 
ty to 
3 
Fe 5 14.4 
Ben's. Color 
3 75 BY | 
Re NY p 
I 
vou 
e j * 2 
5 
* 1 
= Reſ 
43 
e L 
© BE g 
8 - . 
$2 
ve ea 
n . 
e 
5 f 8 J 
n As 5 
Heart 
. ] 
—— D1Ore 
Fe 
7 


et FR 
M — 
his D 
2 
1 
wo 3 
7 5 x 4 
Bree - 


* bre driven by the Hands of Violence, into unexperienced and . 
ofs nexpected public Convulſions, and that we are contending for 
" Freedom, ſo often contended for by our Anceſtors. 885 
The People of England will ſoon have an Opportunity of de- 
* laring their Sentiments concerning our Cauſe. In their Piety, 
8. Wy eneroſity, and good Senſe, we repoſe high Confidence; and 
* annot, upon a Review of paſt Events, be perſuaded, that they, 
8 e Defenders of true Religion, and the Aſſerters of the Rights of 
= ankind, will take part againſt their affectionate Proteſtant Bre- 
hy thren in the Colonies, in favour of our open and their own ſecret 
| I g Enemies, whoſe Intrigues, for ſeveral Vears paſt, have been wholly 
Da 7 exerciſed in ſapping the Foundations of Civil and Religious ; © 
rea i 7 Another Reaſon, that engaged us to prefer the Commercial 1 
Mode of Oppoſition, aroſe from an aſſurance, that the Mode will 
TE prove efficacious, if it be perſiſted in with Fidelity and Virtue; 
rs Band that your Conduct will be influenced by theſe laudable Prin- 
8 riples, cannot be queſtioned. Your own Salvation, and that of 
whe our Poſterity, now depends upon yourſelves. You have already 
ah ſhewn that you entertain a proper Senſe of the Bleſſings you are 
ver ſtriving to retain. Againſt the temporary Inconveniencies you 
Toy, may ſuffer from a Stoppage of Trade, you will weigh in the op- 
ty. poſite Balance, the endleſs Miſeries you and your Deſcendants 
4 muſt endure, from an eftabliſhed arbitrary Power. You will not 
hg forget the Honour of your Country that muſt, from your Beha- 
£7 viour, take its Title in the Eſtimation of the World, to Glory. 
Fd Dr to Shame and you will, with the deepeſt Attention, reflect, 
555 that if the peaceable Mode of Oppoſition recommended by us 
. be broken and rendered ineffectual, as your cruel and haughty 
den Miniſterial Enemies, from a contemptuous Opinion of your Firm- 
we Eels, inſolently predict will be the Caſe, you mult inevitably be 
mY 7 1 reduced to chuſe, either a more dangerous Conteſt, or a final, 
or runous, and infamous ſubmiſſio o. 5 = 
4 Motives thus cogent, ariſing from the emergency of your un- 
ire happy Condition, muſt excite your utmoſt Diligence and Zeal, to 
„ dive all poſſible Strength and Energy to the pacific Meaſures 
UN = calculated for your Relief: But we think ourſelves bound in Du- 
" iy to obſerve to you, that the Schemes agitated againſt theſe 
55 1 Colonies, have been ſo conducted, as to render it prudent, that 
Ve vou ſhould extend your Views to mournful Events, and be in all 
ra- RKeſpects prepared for every Contingency. Above all Things. 
ve carneſtly intreat you, with Devotion of Spirit, penitence of 
hl 56 Heart, and amendment of Life, to humble yourſelves and im- 
I 0 | plore the Favour of Almighty God: and we fervently beſeech 
his Divine Goodneſs, to take you into his gracious Protection. 
2 = | RESOLVED, 
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5 ö Nor any unkind Intentions towards them, by reflecting, that we 
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RE $9LvED, That an Addreſs be prepared to the People 1 by 
Quebec, and Letters to the Colonies of Str. John's, Nova Scotia, | 3 : 
Georgia, Eaſt and Weſt Florida, — have not Deputies to repre- | | 

| ſent them in this Congreſs. — / 

OzrDzreD, That Mr. Cuſhing, Mr. Lee, ad Mr. Dickinſon, be 4 
a Committee, to prepare the above Addreſs and Letters. _ TI 

The Addreſs to the King being brought in, was read, and ae brit 
ſome Debate, avi 

Osonkkp, That the ſame be re- committed, and that Mr. FL ” tions 
Dicſbinſon, be added to the Committee. | 1 . MM 
Upon Motion, 5 

RESOLVED, That the ſeizing, or attempting to ſeize any Per 7% a 
ſon in America, in order to tranſport ſuch Perſon beyond the 
Sea, for Trial of Offences committed within the Body of a Coun- 
ty in America, being againſt Law, will juſtify, and ought to meet 
with Reſiſtance and Repriſal. i 


WEricar 


j 
1 


Be Odober 32, „„ 1 
| — The Hon. Peyton Randolph, Eſq; being unable to attend, n 2 
# account of Indiſpoſition, the Hon. Henry Middleton, Efg; was | 1 
. ; oy | COM 
| choſen to ſupply his Place as Preſident. Do = ..; 
1 An Addreſs from Chrifropher e was read, and ordered to lie (888; TOY 
[3 on the Table. | 
f  CrptreD, That the Journal of the Proceedings of the Cod: 17 
greſs as corrected, be ſent to the Preſs, and printed under the T 
Direction of Mr. Biddle, Mr. Dickinſon, and the Secretary, MM Maj: 
REs0LvED, As the Opinion of this Congreſs, that it will be ſome 
þ neceſlary, that another Congreſs ſhould be held on the Tenth R 
} Day Re, May next, unleſs the Redreſs of Grievances, which we Let! 
b 528 defired, be obtained before that Time. And we recommend be 
| that the ſame be held at the City of Philadelphia, and that all the ¶ requ 
| Colonies in North America chuſe Deputies, as ſoon as poſſible, are 
to attend ſuch Congrels. ws O 
© Committee appointed to prepare a Letter to 1 Colonics MR the 
. Fobn's, &c. reported a Draught, which was read, and be- R 
| 85 1 the ſame was approved, and 1 is as follows 5 bDeh 
| grat 
Philadelpbia, 2 22, 1774 patr 
© CrxTLEMEN, gene 
(THE preſent critical and FO alarming State of America 0 acke 
5 air, having been conſidered in a General Congreſs of Deputies Wi 
4 from the Colonies of New-ttampfhire, Maſſachufetts-Bay, Rhode 
Itand and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, Ne >w-York, New- T 
| Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Newcaſtle Kent and Suſſex an Delaware, TOR 80 


Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, and South-Carolina, avith 6 
that Atteiition and inature Deiiberation, which the important Na- 
ture 
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3 21 ture of the Caſe demands, they have determined, for themſelves and 


0 of 9 WE: Colonies they repreſent, on the Meaſures contained in the encloſed 
0 wh 1 Papers; . ewhich Meaſures they recommend to your Colony to be a- 
re. 


4 1 dopted with all the Earneſineſs, that a well- directed zeal 70 Ame- 
. Frican Liberty can prompt. 7 
So rapidly violent and unjuſt has been the bite Conduct of the 
= Britih Adminiſtration againſt the Colonies, that either a baſe and 
1 laviſh Submiſſion, under the Loſs of their ancient, juſt, and conſtitu- 
tional Liberty, muſi quickly take Place, or an adequate e tion be 
. ar | 

Moi pray Cod to take you under his Protection, and to preſerve 
ble Freedom and Happineſs of the whole Britiſh eo on 


Per. 
1. | By Order of the Congreſs. 5 

oun- 55 HENRY M1DDLETON, Profident? 

meet 


. 2 24, 1774. 
The Addreſs to the People of Quebec, being brought in, was 


read, and after ſome Debate, was re- committed. 
The Committee, to whom the Addreſs to the King was re- 
committed, reported a Draught, which was read, and ordered 

to be taken into Conſideration to-morrow. | | 


0 lie 
Con- Torsbav, Onher 26s: 1774. 
the The . reſumed the Conſideration of the Addreſs 1 to his 


Majeſty, and the ſame being debated by Paragraphs, Was, after 
XX ſome amendments, approved and ordered to be dengroſſed. 
'enth Rrsorvrp, That the Addreſs to the King, be encloſed in a 
2 we Letter to the ſeveral Colony Agents, in order that the ſame may 


2 WC i 75 
nend be by them preſented to his Majeſty; and that the Agents be 
| the requeſted to call in the Aid of ſuch Noblemen and Gentlemen as 


are eſteemed firm Friends to American Liberty. : 
OrDErED, That Mr. Lee, and Mr. Jay, prepare a Letter to 
the Agents. 

RESOLVED, That this Congrels i in their own . and in 
Behalf of all thoſe whom they repreſent, do preſent their moſt 
grateful Acknowledgements to thoſe truly noble, honourable, and 
patriotic Advocates of Civil and Religious Liberty, who have ſo 
generouſly and powerfully, though unſuccelsiully, eſpouſed, and 


2 gelended che Caule of America, both in and out of Parliament. 
uties 

hode Wepxesar, Ottober- 26, 1774. 

New- 


The Letter to the Agents "og e in by the Committee, 
was reud and approved as follows : 


H i Philadelphia, 
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Phlladelphia, Oaoter 26, 1174, th 


ee GenTLEMEN, | 1 
6% Me give you the ſtrongeſ} Proof of our Reliance on your Zea! 
and Attachment to the Happineſs of America, and the Cauſe of Li. 
berty, when we commit the enchſed Paper to your care. "= 
« We deſire ym will deliver the Petition into the Hands of 50 1 
Majeſty, and after it has been preſented, wwe wiſh it may be mad: Rf 
public through the Preſe, together with the Liſt of Grievances. And 
| as we hope for great Aſſiſtance from the Spirit, Virtue, and Fuſtice 
the Nation, it is cur earneſt Defire, that the moſt effetual Care 
e taken, as early as poſſible, to furniſh the trading Cities, and Ma-. 4 
nufadturing Towns throughout the United AI, with our Ae. 7 
morial to the People of Great Britain. | =: 
e doubt not but your good Senſe and Diſeernment will lead 
you to avail yourſelves of every Aſſiſtance, that may be derived from . 
the Advice and Friendſhip of all great and good Men, who may in- 
cline to aid the Cauſe of Liberty and Mankind. 9 
De Gratitude of America, expreſſed in the encloſed Vote of 7 
5 Thanks, we deſire may be conveyed to the deſerving Objects of it, in ti 
the Manner you think avill be moſt acceptable to them. 0 
At is propoſed, that another Congreſs be held on the Tenth if yo 
May next, at this place, but in the mean Time, we beg the Favour 
of you, Gentlemen, to tranſmit to the Speakers of the ſeveral Afem- 
Blies, the earlieſt Information of the moſt authentic Accounts u 
can collect, of all fuch Conduct and Deſigns of Miniſtry or Par- 1 
lament, as it may concern America to know. | 
We are with unſeigned Eſteem and Regard, 
Gentlemen, &c. 
85 'y Order and in Behalf of the Gongreſs. 
V MIDDLETON; Pau. 
To Paul Wentworth, Eſq; 
Doctr. Benj. Franklin, 
William Bollen, Eſq; 
Doctr. Arthur Lee, 
Thomas Life, Eſq; 
Edmund Burke, Eſq; 
Charles Garth, Eſq; 


The . to whom the Addreſs to the Tohabitants of 
Quebec was re- committed; reported a Draught, which was read, 
and being debated by Paragraphs and amended, was 9 1 


and is as follows: 


To the INHAB ITANTS of the Province of QUE L EC. 
« Friends and Fellow-Subjedts, _ 

« WE, the DELEGATES of the Colonies of Mab- 
Hampſhire, Maſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode-Iſiand and Providence Plan- 


tations, 
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, Ip tion „ Connecticut, New-York, Neau- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the 
Tounties of Meucaſile Kent and Suſex on Delaware, Maryland, 
1 irginia, North Carolina, and South-Carolina, deputed by the In- 

» RB abitants of the ſaid Colonies, to repreſent them in a General Con- 

reſs at Philadelphia, in the Province of Pennſylvania, to conſult 
ogether, concerning the belt Methods to obtain Redreſs of our 

1 flicting Grievances; having accordingly aſſembled, and taken in- 

do our moſt ſcrious Conſideration, the ſtate of public Affairs on 

his Continent, have thought proper to addreſs your Province, 
uns a Member therein deeply intereſted. p = 

When the fortune of War, after a gallant and glorious Re- 

ſiſtance, had incorporated you with the Body of Eugliſh Subjects, 

ve rejoiced in the truly valuable Addition, both on our own and 
your Account; expecting, as Courage and Generoſity are natu- 
rally united, our brave Enemies would become our hearty Friends, 
and that the Divine Being would bleſs to you the Diſpenſations 
of his over-ruling Providence, by ſecuring to you and your lateſt 

Poſterity, the ineſtimable Advantages of a free Zng/i/h Conſtitu- 

tion of Government, which it is the Privilege of all Eugliſh Sub- 

ects to enjoy. JJ 8 7 

7 Theſe hopes were confirmed by the King's Proclamation, iſ- 

ſucd in the Year 1763, plighting the public Faith for your full 

enjoyment of thoſe Advantages  _ on . 

U ittie did we imagine that any ſucceeding Miniſters would ſo 

*Zaudaciouſly and cruelly abuſe the Royal Authority, as to with- 

hold from you the fruition of the irrevocable Rights, to which 

you were thus juſtly entitled. ES 

XZ Bur ſince we have lived to ſee the unexpected Time, when 


ſacred Compacts and Obligations, and as you, educated under ano- 
ther form of Government, have artfully been kept from diſcover- 
ing the unſpeakable worth of that Form, you are now, undoubt- 
© edly entitled to, we eſteem it our Duty, for the weighty Reaſons 
herein- after mentioned, to explain to you ſome of its moſt import- 
ant Branche. . 
In every human Society,” ſays the celebrated Marquis Bec- 
carla, © there is an Effort continually tending to confer on one 
part the heighth of Power and Happineſs, and to reduce the other 
to the extreme of Weakneſs and Miſery. The Intent of good 
Laus is to oppoſe this Effort, and to diffuſe their Influence uni- 
verſally and equally,” „„ 8 | = | 
{ Rulers ſtimulated by this pernicious «Effort, and Subjects, 
animated by the juſt “ intent of oppoſing good Laws againſt it,” 
have occaſioned that vaſt variety of Events, that fill the Hiſto- 
ries of ſo many Nations. All theſe Hiſtories demonftrate the 
Truth of this ſimple Poſition, that to live by the Will of one 
Man, or fet of Men, is the production of Miſery to all Men. 

1 On 
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On the ſolid Foundation of this Principle, Eugliſbmen reared 
up the Fabrick of their Conſtitution with ſuch a Strength, as 
for Ages to defy Time, Tyranny, a internal and fo- 
reign Wars : And, as an illuſtrious Author * of your Nation, here- 
after mentioned, obſerves, — They gave the People of their Co- 
lonies, the form of their own Government, and this Government 
carrying Proſperity along with it, they have grown a Na- 
tions in the Foreſts they were ſent to inhabit.” _ : 

In this form, the firſt grand Right is that of the” People oe C 
having a Share in their own Government by their Repreſentatives ut . 
choſe by themſelves, and in conſequence, of being ruled by Laws, Th 
which they themſelves approve, not by Edicts of Men, over whom of ou 
they have no Controul. This is a Bulwark ſurrounding and defend- Ener, 
ing their Property, which by their honeſt Cares and Labours they from 


i 
| 


1 have acquired, ſo that no Portions of it can legally be taken from the 
1 them, but with their own full and free Conſent, when they in from 
= their Judgment deem it juſt and neceſſary to give them for public x TI 
1 n Sevi, and preciſely direct the eaſieſt, cheapeſt, and moſt equal and! 
Methods, in which they ſhall be collected. _ ef w 
The influence of this Right extends ſtill 3 If Money and 

is wanted by Rulers, who have in any Manner oppreſſed the Peo- now 

ple, they may retain it, until their Grievances are redreſſed; and we a 

thus peaceably procure Relief, without truſting to deſpiſed Peti- | Live 

tions, or diſturbing the public Tranquillity. I. 


The next great Right is that of Trial by Jury. This provides, Mon 
that neither Life, Liberty, nor Property, can be taken from the 
Poſſeſſor, until twelve of bis unexceptionable Countrymen and E Con! 


Peers, of his Vieinage, who from that neighbourhood, may rea- and 
ſonably be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with his Character, and the conr 
Characters of the Witneſſes, upon a fair Trial, and full enquiry divii 
Face to Face, in open Court, before as many of the People, as wick 
chuſe to attend, ſhall paſs their Sentence upon Oath againſt him; a | Civil 
Sentence that cannot injure him, without injuring their own Repu- 7 neſs 
tation, and probably their Intereſt alſo; as the Queſtion may turn i Wat 
on Points, that, in ſome Degree, concern the General Welfare; x © 
and if it does not, their Verdict may form a Precedent, that, on ol * 

a ſimilar Trial of their own, may militate againſt themſelves. 4 
Another Right relates merely to the Liberty of the Perſon, om 

If a Subject is ſeized and impriſoned, though by Order of Govern- 8 b 


ment, he may, by virtue of this Right, immediately obtain a Es too 
Writ, termed a Haheas Corpus, from a Judge, whoſe ſworn Wa and 
Duty it is co grant it, and thereupon procure any illegal Re- 0 


ſtraint to be quickly enquired into, and redreſſed. 5 as fl 
A fourth Right, is that of holding Lands by the Toma of mer 


caſy Rents, and not by rigorous and oppreſſive Services, fre- 2 Cro 
quently forcing the. Poſſeſſors from their Families and their Buſi- by 
- nels 1 Ha 

* NN onteſyuie! eu. IE Fl 
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ed TY to perform what ought to be done, in all well regulated 
as ſtates, by Men hired for the Purpoſe. 
fo. he laſt Right we ſhall mention regards the Freedom of the 
re- ws preſs. The importance of this conſiſts, beſides the Advancement 
o- r Truth, Science, Morality, and Arts in general, in its diffuſion 
ent f liberal Sentiments on the Adminiſtration of Government, its 
Ja- eady communication of Thoughts between Subjects, and its 
onſequential promotion of Union among them, whereby oppreſ- 
ple e Officers are ſhamed or intimidated, into more honourable and 
ves N juſt Modes of conducting Affairs. . 
ws, EE Theſe are the invaluable Rights, that form a -contideratle Part 
om of our mild Syſtem of Government; that, ſending its equitable 
nd. Energy through all Ranks and Claſſes of Men, defends the Poor 
1y from the Rich, the Weak from the Powerful, the Induſtrions from 
om the Rapacious, the Peaceable from the Violent, the Tenants 
in from the Lords, and all from their Superiors. 
lic Theſe are the Rights, without which a People cannot be free 
ual and happy, and under the protecting and encouraging influence 
of which, theſe Colonies have hitherto ſo amazingly flouriſhed 
ney fand increaſed. Theſe are the Rights, a profligate Miniftry are 
eo- now ſtriving, by force of Arms, to raviſh from us, and which 
and we are, with one Mind, reſolred never to reſign, but with gur 
eti - Lites. 
| 'Dheſe are the fights: you are cles to, and ought. at this 
les, Moment in perfection to exerciſe. And what is offered to you 
the Ws the late Act of Parliament in their Place? Liberty of 
and Conſcience in your Religion? No. God gave it to you; and 


ea- 1 Wand the Temporal Powers with which you have been and are 
the ; firmly ſtipulated for your enjoyment of it. If Laws, 


Uiry divine, and human, could ſecure it againſt the deſpotie Caprices of 
„as wicked Men, it was ſecured before. Are the Freach Laws in 
15 2 Civil Cafes reſtored? It ſeems ſo. But obſerve the cautious Kind- 
pu- | nels of the Miniſters, who pretend to be your Benefactors. The 


. Words of the Statute are —that thoſe Laws ſhall be the Rule, 
„until they ſhall be varied or altered by any Ordinances of the 


on Governor and Council.” Is the“ Certainty and Lenity of the 
= % Criminal Law of England and its Benefits and Advantages,” 
ſon, commended i in the ſaid Statute, and ſaid to © have been ſenſibly felt 
ern- 5 by you,” ſecured to you and your Deſcendants? No. They 
n a too are ſubjected to arbitrary « Alterations? by the Governor 
-orn and Council; and a Power is expreſsly reſerved of appointing 
Re- WT © fuch Courts of Criminal, Civil, and Eccleſi aſcical Juriſdiction, 
as call be thought proper.“ Such is the precarious Tenure of 
> of mere Will, by Which you hold your Lives and Religion. The 
fre- Crown and its Miniſters, are impowered as far as they could be 


| Parliament, to eſtabliſh even the Inquiſition itſelf among you. 
Hac you an Aſſembly compoſed of worthy Men, elected by 


yourſclves, 


ure of a Miniſter. Beſides, another late Statute, made without 


5 Tax-gatherers, Houſes, the Scenes of domeſtic Peace and - Com- 
fort, and called the Caſtles of Eugliſh Subjects in the Books of 


_ perty honeſtly acquired by Canadians to be held as ſacred as that 05 | 
any other public Affairs, than gathering Stones from one place / Þecis 


and piling them up in another? Unhappy people! who are nor . 
only injured, but infulted. Nay more !—With ſuch a fuperlative Wl rated 


nied to hon; the unavoidable Conſequence of which Attempt, it | 


Poſterity being ever reſtored to Freedom: For Idiocy itſelf can- 
not believe, that, when their Drudgery is performed, they will 


| faid to ſuch a Plan of Domination, as has been framed for you? 
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yourſelves, and in whom you can confide, to make Laws for you, i ; Land 
to watch over your Welfare, and to direct in what Quantity, and or in 
in what Manner, your Money ſhall be taken from you? No. The Mi cauſ 


Power of making Laws for you is lodged in the Governor and hou] 


Council, all of them dependant upon, and removeable at the plea- MW Man: 


your Conſent, has ſubjected you to the Impoſitions of Zxciſe ; E from 
the Horror of all free . ; thus wreiting your property from ws 
vou by the moſt odious of Taxes, and laying open to inſolent 


their Law. And in the very Act for altering your Government, M but 
and intended to flatter you, you are not authoriſed to © aſſeſs, le- ts $1 
vy or apply any Rates and Taxes, but for the inferior purpoſes of 

making Roads, and erecting and repairing public Buildings, or for 


other local Conveniences, within your reſpective Towns and Diſ- Nam 


ics.” Why this degrading Diſtinction? Ought not the pro- 


of Engliſhmen ? Have not Canadians Senſe enough to attend to 


Contempt of your Undertzading and Spirit has an inſolent Miniſ- o 
try preſumed to think of you, our reſpectable Fellow- Subjects, en 
according to the Information we have received, as firmly to per- be ill 


muade themſelves that your Gratitude, for the Injuries and Inſults ty of 
they have recently offered to you, will engage you to take up to ul: 


Arms, and render yourſelves the Ridicule and Deteſtation of the buryi 
World, by becoming Tools, in their Hands, to aſſiſt them in 5 
taking that Freedom from us, which they have treacheroufly de- = 
the Ci 
; ; 5 pe 
and 1 
bei. 

been e 
7 JSentei 
Ja deft; 
its ſm 


as abſ 


ſucceſsful, would be the Extinction of all Hopes of you or your 


treat you with Jeſs Cruelty than they have us, who are of the 
fame Blood with themſelves. 
What would your Countryman, the 0 Monteſieu, have 


Hear his Words, with an Intenſeneſs of Thought ſuited to the 
Importance of the Subject. —“ In a free State, every Man, who Wh -1 
is ſuppoſed a free Agent, ought to be concerned in his own Govern- icts, 
ment : Thereſore the Legillative ſhould refide in the whole Body Perſor 
of the People, or their Rorreſentativer? . The political Liberty {Miive Sc 
of the Subject is à Tranguillity of Mind, ariſing from the . Sg” unfeel 
cach Perſon has of his Safety. In Order to have this Liberty, it Side, 
is requiſite the Government be ſo conſtituted, as that one Man 
pecd not be afraid of another. When the Power of making 22 5 but fr 
and 
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5 and the power of executing them, are united in the ſame perſon, 
or in the ſame Body of Magiſtrates, there can be no Liberty; be- 


"be cauſe Apprehenſions may ariſe, leſt the ſame Monarch or Senate 
and mould enact tyrannical Laws, to execute them in a tyrannical 


Manner.“ . „ | 
»The power of judging ſhould be exerciſed by perſons taken 
e; trom the Body of the People, at certain Times of the Year, and 
om purſuant to a Form and Manner preſcribed by Law. There is no 
Liberty, if the power of ;1dging be not ſeparated from the /2gi/la- 
m- ive and executive Powers. SO | | 


I. 
7 1 


of Military Men belong to a profeſſion, which may be uſeful, 
ent, MEbut is en dangerous.” —“ The Enjoyment of Liberty, and even 
le- ts Support and Preſervation, conſiſts in every Man's being allowed 
s of to ſpeak his Thoughts, and lay open his Sentiments. 

for a Apply theſe deciſive Maxims, ſanctified by the Authority of a 
Diſ- Name which all Europe reveres, to your own State. You have a 


ro- Governor, it may be urged, veſted with the executive powers, or 
the powers of Adininiſtration: In him, and in your Council, is 
to odged the power of making Laws. You have Judges, who are to 


lace Vecide every Cauſe affecting your Lives, Liberty or Property. 
not Here is, indeed, an Appearance of the ſeveral powers being ſepa- 
tive {rated and diſtributed into different Hands, for Checks one upon 
niſ- another; the only effectual Mode ever invented by the Wit of 
As, Nen, to promote their Freedom and Proſperity. But ſcorning to 
per- be illuded by a tinſeled Outſide, and exerting the natural Sagaci- | 
ults ty of Frenchmen, examine the ſpecious Device, and you will find it, 
up to uſe an Expreſſion of Holy Writ, © a whited Sepulchre, for 
the burying your Lives, Liberty, and Property. 


= Your Judges, and your Legiſlative Council, as it is called, are 
de- dependant on your Governor, and be is dependant on the Servant of 
the Crown in Ereat-Britain. The legiſlative, executive, and judg- 
our ing powers are all moved by the Nods of a Miniſter. Privileges 
can- and Immunities laſt no longer than his Smiles. When he frowns, 
will their feeble Forms diflolve. Such a treacherous Ingenuity has 
the been exerted in drawing up the Code lately offered you, that every 
Sentence, beginning with a benevolent Pretenſion, concludes with 
have a deſtructive Power; and the Subſtance of the Whole, diveſted of 
Fits ſmooth Words, is—that the Crown and its Miniſters ſhall be 
the as abſolute throughout your extended Province, as the Deſpots of 
who Alia or Africa. What can protect your Property from taxin g E- 
ern didcts, and the Rapacity of neceſſitous and cruel] Maſters ? your 


Jody Perſons from Letters de Catchet, Goals, Dungeons, and oppreſ- 
erty five Services? your Lives and general Liberty from arbitrary and 


nion unfeeling Rulers? We defy you, cafling your View upon every 
y, it Jide, to diſcover a ſingle Circumſtance, promiſing from any 
Man Quarter the fainteſt Hope of Liberty to you or your Poſterity, 
aws but from an entire Adoption into the Union of theſe Colonies. 


What 
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living, and knew that we, your numerous and powerful Netgh- 


gion will prejudice you againſt a hearty Amity with us. You it 


What Advice would the truly great Man before mentioned, 7 
that Advocate of Freedom and Humanity, give you, was he now 


bours, animated by a juſt Love of our invaded Rights, and unit. X 
ed by the indiſlo] able Bands of Affection and Intereſt, called upon 


you, by every Obligation of Regard for yourſelves and your We 
Children, as we now do, to join us in our righteous Conteſt, to Hoſt 
make common Cauſe with us therein, and take a noble Chance only i 
for emerging from a humiliating Subjection under Governors, In. 0 ſu 
tendants, and Military Tyrants, into the firm Rank and Condi. MW Minit 
tion of Engli > Freemen, whoſe Cuſtom: it is, derived from their Hand 1 
Anceſtors, to make thoſe tremble, who dare to think of making ed on 
them miſerable? by ſu 
Would not this be the Purport of his Addreſs ? « Seize the Jer it 
Opportunity preſented to you by Providence itſelf. You have MR Uno! 
been conquered into liberty, if you act as you ought. This work 72 be ex 
is not of Man. You are a ſmall People, compared to thoſe who MY Dilir 

_ with open Arms invite you into a Fellowthip. A Moment's Re- rincia 
flection ſhould convince you which will be moſt for your Intereſt ¶ Nvince 
and Happineſs, to have all the Reſt of North- America your unal- MF 7e1:th 
terable Friends, or your inveterate Enemies. The Injuries of WWF In 
HNoſton have rouſed and aſſociated every Colony, from Nova-Scotia Mont 
to Georgia. Your Province is the only Link wanting to compleat Pleaſt 
the bright and ftrong Chain of Union. Nature has joined your der t! 
Country to theirs. Do you join your political Intereſts. For veran 
their own Sakes, they never will deſert or betray you. Be aſſured, WM you ſ 
that the Happineſs of a People inevitably depends on their Liber- n ot 
ty, and their Spirit to aſſert it. The Value and Extent of the Righ 
Advantages tendered to you are immenſe. Heaven grant you tive 
may not diſcover them to be Bleſſings after they have bid you an Conn 
eternal Adieu.“ Prince 
We are too well acquainted with the La of Sentiment We nh 
diſtinguiſhing your Nation, to imagine, that Difference of Reli - pray! 


know, that the tranſcendant Nature of Freedom elevates thoſe 8 
who unite in her Cauſe, above all ſuch low minded Infirmities. 


The Sw! Cantons furniſh a. memorable Proof of this Truth. 
Their Union is compoſed of Roman Catholic and Proteſtant JW II 
States, living in the utmoſt Concord and Peace with one another, ¶equit 
and thereby enabled, ever fince they bravely vindicated their Free- your 
dom, to defy and defeat every Tyrant that has invaded them. to o. 

Should there be any among you, as there generally are in all but o 
Societies, who prefer the Favours of Miniſters, and their own pri- to o1 
vate Intereſts, to the Welfare of their Country, the Temper of the 1 
ſuch ſelfiſh Perſons will render them incredibly active in a e = th 


all public-ſpirited Meaſures, from an Expectation of being well B , 
rewarded for their ſordid Iuduſtry, by their Superiors ; but we ; 
doubt 
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noyl doubt not you will be upon your Guard againſt ſuch Men, and 
eigh- not ſacrifice the Liberty and Happineſs of the whole Canadian 
unit. People and their Poſterity, to gratify the Avarice and Ambition 
our. We do not aſk you, by this Addreſs, to commence Acts of 
t, to Hoſtility againſt the Government of our common Sovereign. We 
iance only invite you to conſult your own Glory and Welfare, and not 
| In to ſuffer yourſelves to be inveigled or intimidated by infamous 
ondi-Miniſters, ſo far, as to become the Inſtruments of their Cruelty 
their and Deſpotiſm; but to unite with us in one ſocial Compact, form- 
king ed on the generous Principles of equal Liberty, and cemented 

by ſuch an Exchange of beneficial and endearing Offices as to ren- 
the der it perpetual. In Order to complete this highly defirable 
have 9 Union, we ſubmit it to your Conſideration, whether it may not 
work be expedient for you to meet together in your ſeveral Towns and 
who Diſtricts, and elect Deputies, who afterwards meeting in a Pro- 
Re- vincial Congreſs, may chuſe Delegates, to repreſent your Pro- 
tereſt ¶ vince in the Continental Congreſs to be held at Philadelphia on the 


8 7-14 Day of May, 1775. 


unal- 


In this preſent Congreſs, beginning on the Hh of the laſt 


s of 

cotia Month, and continued to this Day, it has been; with univerſal 

pleat Pleaſure and an unanimous Vote, reſolved, That we ſhould confi- 
your der the Violation of your Rights, by the Act for altering the Go- 
For vernment of your Province, as a Violation of our own, and that 

ured, you ſhould be invited to accede to our Confederation, which has 


iber- no other Objects than the perfect Security of the natural and civil 


f the 


Rights of all the conſtituent Members, according to their reſpec- | 
you tive Circumſtances, and the Preſervation of a happy and laſting 
bu an Connection with Great-Britain, on the ſalutary and conſtitutional 


Principles herein before mentioned. For effecting theſe Purpoſes, 


ment we have addreſſed an humble and loyal Petition to his Majeſty, 
Reli - praying Relief of our and your Grievances; and have aſſociated to 
You | {top all Importations from Creat- Britain and Ireland, after the 
thoſe V Day of December, and all Exportations to thoſe Kingdoms 
ities. and the W2/?- Indies after the tenth Day of next September ; unleſs 
ruth. the ſaid Grievances are redreſſed. VV | | | 


>ſtant 
ther, 
Free- 


That Almighty God may incline your Minds to approve our 
| equitable and neceſſary Meaſures, to add yourſelves to us, to put 
W your Fate, whenever you ſuffer Injuries which you are determined 
to oppoſe, not on the ſmall Influence of your ſingle Province, 


in all but on the conſolidated Powers of North- America; and may grant 


1 pri. to our joint Exertions an Event as happy as our Cauſe is juſt, is 
er of the fervent Prayer of us, you. fincere and affectionate Friends and 
oling Fellow- Subjects. e 


t we 
doubt = 


By Order of the Congreſs, 
Henry MippiEToON, Preſident. 


1 RESOLVED, 
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Rzs0LveD, That the Addreſs of the Congreſs to the People It 
of Quebec be figned by the Preſident, and that the Delegates of ¶ conci 
the province of Peunſiloania ſuperintend the Tranſlating, Prin- tranf 

ting, Publiſhing, and Diſperſing it: And it is recommended by ſuch 
the Congreſs to the Delegates of New- Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts. if I. 
Bay, and New-York, to affilt in and forward the Diſperſion of the HRurge⸗ 
ſaid Addreſs. gs Ob „„ Mem 

Two Copies of the Addreſs to the King being engroſſed and their 
compared were ſigned at the Table by all the Members. move 

ResoLveD, That the Thanks of this Congreſs be given to the 1 
Honourable Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Colony of Peunhlva- will 
nia, for their politeneſs to this Congreſs; and that the Delegates Grit. 


for this Colony be a Committee to communicate this Reſolution to will 


the ſaid Honourable Houſe. . | tion 
A true Cop = Ee © : | —_ dent 
. CHARLES ThHom3oON, Secretary. to ti 
The Congreſs then diſſolved itſelf. . 1. 
ALETTER from Genera GAE. = 
70 PxyYTon RannoLen, EI; = — 
Sir, | Beſton, October 20, 1774. 


REPRESENTATIONS ſhould be made with Candour, and 
Matters ſtated exactly as they ſtand. People would be led to be- 1 
lieve, from your Letter to me of the 1oth Inſtant, that Works 
were raiſed againſt the Town of Boſton, private Property invaded, 
the Soldiers ſuffered to inſult the Inhabitants, and the Communi- Ha 

cation between the Town and Country ſhut up, and moleſted. W tatic 
Nothing can be farther from the true Situation of this Place N 
than the above State. There is not a ſingle Gun pointed againſt Ml ”*'2 
the Town, no Man's Property has been ſeized or hurt, except the elve 
King's, by the People's deſtroy ing Straw, Bricks, &c. bought tore 
for his Service. No Troops have given leſs Cauſe for Complaint, 76 tion 
and greater Care was never taken to prevent it; and ſuch Care and 
Attention was never more neceſſary from the Inſults and Provoca- 
tions daily given to both Officers and Soldiers. The Communica- ſem| 
tion between the Town and Country has been always free and un- has 
moleſted, and is fo ſtill. PE. Fo 
Two Works of Earth have been raiſed at ſome Diſtance from the 
the Town, wide off the Road, and Guns put in them. The Re- Prer 
mainder of old Works, going our of the Town, have been 
ſtrengthened, and Guns placed there likewiſe. People will think BG 
differently, whether the hoſtile preparation throughout the Coun- 


try, and the Menaces of Blood and Slaughter, made this neceſſa- 1 
ry; but JI am to do my Duty. ney 
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1 will not abate it. 
tion here would create the ſame Diſpoſition at home; and I ar- 


| bs [= 
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It gives me pleaſure that you are endeavouring at a cordial ie: 


70 Nconciliation with the Mother Country, which, from what has 


n Beat have defpaired of. Nobody wiſhes better Succeſs to 
tuch Meaſures than myſelf. TI have endeavoured to be a Mediator, 
it 1 could eſtabliſh a Foundation to work upon, and have ſtrongly 


f 1 5 it to People here to pay for the Tea, and ſend a proper 


Memorial to the King, which would be a good Beginning on 
Wtheir Side, and give their Friends the * they ſeek to 


f move in their Support. 


n 
» 


I do not believe that Menaces, and unfri z eudby Proceedings, nes 
win have the Effect which too many conceive. The Spirit of the 
bw Nation was high when I left Euglaud, and fuck Meaſures 
But I ſhould hope that Decency and Modera- 


dently wiſh that the common Enemies to both Countries may ſee, 


co their Diſappointment, that theſe Diſputes between the Mother 


Country and the Colonies have terminated like the Quarrels of 


Lovers, and increaſed the Affection which they ought to bear tc 
3 each 1 other. 


1 am, Sir, r cm obedient humble Servant, 
Tuouas Gacs. 7 


The PETITION 1 CONGRESS. 
To the KING's ey” excellent Mayzary. 


Maſi gracious SOVEREIGN, 


I WE your Majeſty's faithful Subjects of the Colonies of New- 
; Hampſhir e, Maſſachuſetiis- Bay, Rhode-Iſland and Providence Plan— 


tations, Connecticut, New-York, Neaws- Forſey, Pennſylvania, the 
Counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, and South-Carolina, in Behalf of our- 
ſelves and the Inhabitants of theſe Colonies, who have deputed us 


to repreſent them in General Congreſs, by this our humble Peti— 


tion beg Leave to lay our Grievances before the Throne. 
A anding Army has been kept in theſe Colonies, ever fince 
the Concluſion of the late War, without the Confent of our Af- 


has been employed to enforce the Collection of Taxes. 

The Authority of the Commander in Chief, and under him of 
the Brigadiers-General has, in Time of Peace, been rendered ſu- 
preme in all the civil Governments in America. 


The Commander in Chief of all your Majeſty's Forces in North 


57 e has, in Time of Peace, been d Governor of a 


Colon 


The Charges of alan) Offices Lo bay greatly increaſed ; and, 
new, expenſive, and oppreſſive Ofnces have been multiplied. | 
_ The 


ſemblies ; and this Army, with a conſiderable naval Armament 15 


enter Houſes without the Authority of any civil Magiſtrate foun- 4 
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The Judges of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts are em- 
powered to receive their Salaries and Fees from the Effects con- 
demned by themſelves. 


The Officers of the Cuſtoms are empowered 1 to ) break open and 


that I 
aboliſ 
reat 


hr” 
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ded on legal Information. 
The Judges of Courts of Common Law have been made entirely 
dependant on one part of the Legiſlature for their e as well 


as for the Duration of their Commiſſions. 


Councellors holding their Commiſſions during pleaſure exerciſe 
legiſlative Authority. 


Humble aud reaſonable Pe itions from the Repreſentatives of . 


that 5 


the people have been Iruttleſs. Pr 
The Agents of the People have been ee and Go- ad fir 
vernors have been inſtructed to prevent the payment of their Sala. es, 
re, Wty's c 
Aſſemblies have been repeatedly and injuriouſly diſſolved. and! 
Commerce has been burthened with many uſcleſs and oppreſſive res 
Reſcrictions. We othe: 
By ſeveral Acts of Parliament made in the foerth, feb, fro xth, part 
ſeventh, and eighth Years of your Majeſty's Reign, Duties are im- tion, 
Ppoſed on us, * the Purpoſe of raiſing a Revenue; and the Pow- 8 the c 
ers of Adauralty and Vice-Admiralty Courts are extended be- reer 
yond their ancient Limits, whereby our Property 1 is taken from ws 2PP0 
us without our Confent, the Trial by Jury in many civil Cafes is Monet 
aboliſhed, enormous Forfeitures are incurred for ſight Offences, H 
vexatious Informers, are exempted from paying Damages, to Slave 
- which they are juſtly liable, and oppreſſive Security is required Þy 1: 
from Owners before they are allowed to defend their Right. neſs, 
Both Houſes of Parliament have reſolved, that Coloniſts may Rig! 
| be tried in Z#xoland for Offences alledged to have been committed Was 
in America by Virtue of a Statute paſſed in the thirty- -ffth Year of 7 galla 
Henry the cighth ; and in Conſequence thereof Attempts have been and 
made to enforce that Statute. _ W xej014 
A Statute was paſſed in the javelſth Year of your Majeſty's of * 
Reign, directing, that Perſons charged with committing any Of- 7974 
fence therein deſcribed, in any place out of the Realm, may be in- Sub; 
dicted and tried for the ſame, in any Shire or County within the Une 
Realm, whereby Inhabitants of theſe Colonies may, in ſundry Com 
| Cafes by that Statute made Capital, be deprived of a Trial by 2p 
their Peers of the Vicinage. | = 5 -P 
In the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, an Act was pa for block- from 
ing up the Harbour of Beton; another empowerin@he Governor Zeta 
of the Maſachuſetts- -Bay to ſend Perſons indicted for Murder in des 
that Province to another Colony, or even to Great-Britain for WW Pre: 
Trial, whereby ſuch Offenders may eſcape legal puniſhment ; à WF Lene 
Third for altering the chartered Conſtitution of Government in ter 


1 


ey — — 
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1 that Province; and a Fourth for extending the Limits of Ouebec, 
1 aboliſhing the Engliſh and reſtoring the French Laws, whereby 

great Numbers of Briti/h Freemen are ſubjected to the latter, and 
d 16 Jeſtabliſhing an abſolute Government and the Roman Catholic Re- 
1- ligion throughout thoſe vaſt Regions, that border on the weſterly 

and northerly Boundaries of the free, proteſtant, Engliſh Settle- 
y 1 ments; and a Fifth for the better providing ſuitable Quarters for 
11 WS Officers and Soldiers in his Majeſty” s Service in Vorth- America. 


To a Sovereign, who glories in the Name of Briton ; the bare 
Recital of theſe Acts muſt, we preſume, juſtify the loyal Subjects, 
7 who fly to the Foot of his Throne, and implore his Clemency for 
of protection againſt chem 
From this deſtructive Syſtem of Coloay Adminiſtration, adopt- 
ed ſince the Concluſion of the laſt War, L flowed thoſe Diftreſ- 
þ E ſes, Dangers, Fears, and Jealouſies, that overwhelm your Majeſ- 
ih s dutiful Coloniſts with Affliction: and we defy our moſt ſubtle 
and inveterate Enemies to trace the unhappy Differences between 
ve 0 Ereat- Britain and theſe Colonies, from an earlier Period, or from 

19 other Cauſes, than we Have aſſigned. Had they proceeded on our 


4, part from a reſtleſs Levity of Temper, unjuſt Impulſes of Ambi- 
m- WE tion, or artful Suggeſtions of ſeditious Perſons, we ſhould merit 
W- the opprobrious Terms frequently beſtowed upon us by thoſe we 
be- rerere. But fo far from promoting Innovations, we have only - 
n oppoſed them; and can be charged with no Offence, unleſs it DE: 
is one to receive Injuries, and be ſenſible of them. 
es, Had our Creator been pleaſed to give us Exiſtence in a Land of 
to Slavery, the Senſe of our Condition might have been mitigated 
ed by Ignorance and Habit. But, Thanks be to his adorable Good- 
| neſs, we were born the Heirs of Freedom, and ever enjoyed our 
ay Right under the Auſpices of your royal Anceſtors, whoſe Family 
ted was ſeated on the Brizi/þ Throne, to reſcue and ſecure a pious and 
of gallant Nation from the Popery and Deſpotiſm of a ſuperſtitious 
een and incxorable Tyrant. Your Majeſty, we are confident, juſtly 
W rejoices, that your Title to the Crown is thus founded on the Title 
y's MW of your people to Liberty; and therefore we doubt not but your 
Of. royal Wiſdom mult approve the Senſibility, that teaches your 
in- Zubjects anxiouſly to guard the Bleſſing, they received from di- 
the vine Providence, and thereby to prove the performance of that 
dry Compact, which elevated the illuſtrious Houſe of Brunſwick to the 
by imperial Dignity it now poſſeſſes. | 
= The Apprehenſion of being degraded into a State of Seroitucde, i 
ck- from the pre-eminent Rank of Eugliſhß Freemen, while our Minds 
nor retain the ſtrongeſt Love of Liberty and clearly fore-ſee the Miſe- 
r in tries preparing for us and our Poſterity, excites Emotions in our 
for Preaſts, which though we cannot deſcribe, we ſhould not wiſh to 
a conceal, Feeling as Men, and thinking as Subjects in the Man- 
t in ner we do, Silence would be ile. By giving this faithful 
that 15 | Infor mation, 


of your royal Cares, the 'Tranquillity of your Government and 


ſelves and our Poſterity, the primary Obligations of Nature and 
Society, command us to entreat your royal Attention; and ay 


men, we apprehend the Language of Freemen cannot be diſpleaſ- 


for ſeveral Years paſt inceſſantly employed to diſſolve the Bonds of 
Society, by abuling your Majeſty's Authority, miſrepreſenting 


have we been miſrepreſented, that a Neceſſity has been alledged WR 


the Charge of the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, the Support of civil 
Government, and the Defence, Protection, and Security of the 


Articles, as has been and ſhall be judged, by the Legiſlatures of 


deſire may imnediately be done, would de fully ſufficient, at leaſt 
in Times of Peace; and in Caſe of War, your faithful Coloniſts 
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Information, we do all in our Power to promote the great Objech 
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the Welfare of your People. 
Duty to your Majeſty, and Regard for the Preſervation of our- 


your Majeity enjoys the ſignal Diſtinction of reigning over Free- 


ing. Your royal Indignation, we hope, will rather fall. on thoſe 
deſigning and dangerous Men, who daringly interpoling them- 
ſelves between your royal Perſon and your faithful Subjects, and 


your American Subjects and proſecutin g the molt deſperate and ir- 1 
ritating Projects of Oppreſſion, have at length compelled us, by 
the Force of accumulated Injuries, too ſevere to be any longer to- 
lerable, to diſturb your Majeſty's Repoſe by our Complaints. 
Theſe Sentiments are extorted from Hearts, that much more 
willingly would bleed in your Majeſty's Service. Yet ſo greatly 2 


ob taking our Property from us without our Conſent, © to defray 
Colonies.” But we beg Leave to aſſure your Majeity, that ſuch 
Proviſion has been, and will be made for defraying the two firſt 
the ſeveral Colonies, juit and ſuitable to their reſpective Cireum- 


ſtances: And for the Defence, Protection, and Security of the 
Colonies, their Militias, if properly regulated, as they earneſtly 


dr. 
of ou; 
i us not 
Fhappi 
will be ready and willing, as they ever have been, when conſtitu -M ſcarct 


tionally required, to demonſtrate their Loyalty to your Majeſty, M profeſ 
by exerting their moſt ſtrenuous Efforts in granting Supplies and tive, 
railing Forces. Yielding to no Britiſh Subjects in a ee At- Per 


tachment to your Majeſty's Perſon, Family, and Government ; your: 


we too dearly prize the Privilege of expreſſing that Attachment Diers 


by thoſe proofs, that are honourable to the Prince who receives gion, 


them, and to the People who give en ever to reign: it to any I ad 


body of Men upon Earth. . ing th 


Had we been permitted to enjoy, in quiet, the 1 left Man Ae 
us by our fore-fathers, we ſhoald, at this Time, have been peace- ' land V 
ably, cheerfully, and uſefully employed in recommending our- almoſt 
ſelves, by every Teſtimony of Devotion, to your Majeſty, and of Mitte jo 
Veneration to the State, from which we derive our Origin. But Naa 


though now expoſed to unexpected and unnatural Scenes of Diſ- {MWvacion 
treſs by a Contention with that Nation, in whoſe parental Guid- 5 * by 


ance 
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ance on all important Affairs we have hithe erto, with filial Rever- 
nd 


ence, conſtantly truſted, and therefore can derive no Inſtruction 
in our preſent unhappy and perplexing Circumſtances from any 
former Experience; yet, we doubt not, the purity of our Inten- 
tion and the Integrity of our Conduct will juſtify us at that grand 
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a Tribunal, before which all Mankind muſt ſubmit to Judgment. | 
rec- We aſk but for Peace, Liberty, and Safety. We wiſh not a 
cal. Diminution of the Prerogative, nor do we Collier the Grant of a- 
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ꝛ0ſe Wl ny new Right 1 in our Favour. Your royal Authority over us and 
em. our Connexion with Great-Britain, we ſhall always carefully and 
and WW. calouſly endeavour to ſupport and maintain. 
s of BW Filled with Sentiments of Duty to your Majeſty and of Aﬀec- | 

ting tion to our parent State, deeply impreſſed by our Education, and 
1 ir- trongly confirmed by our Reaſon, and anxious to evince the Sin- 
by cerity of theſe Diſpoſitions, we preſent this Petition only to ob- 
* to- tain Redreſs of Grievances, and Relief from Fears and Jealouſies, 
1 5 Pecaſioned by the Syſtem of Statutes and Regulations adopted 


nore fince the Cloſe of the late War, for raiſing a Revenue in Ameri- 


atly extending the Powers of Courts of Admiralty and Vice- 
Iced Wl Admiralty—tr ying Perſons in Ereat-Britain for Offences alledg- 
tray ed to be 8 in America-—affeat! ing the Province of Maſſn- | 
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ſuch 
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42 . Bay and altering the Government and extending the Li- 
Wmits cf Duthec ; by the Abolition of which Syſtem, the Harmo- 
ny between Great. Britain and theſe Colonies, ſo neceſſary to the 
3 3 ppineſs of both, and ſo ardently deſired by the latter, and the 
= uſual Intercourſes will be immediately reſtored. In the Magnani- 
Imity and Nie of your Majeſty and Parliament we confide for a 
Redreſs of our other Grievances, truſting, that when the Cauſes 
Wot ou- Apprehenſions are removed, our future Conduct will prove 
Jus not unworthy of the Regard, we have been accuſtomed, in our 
happier Days, to enjoy. For appealing to that Being, who 
earches thoroughly the Hearts of his Creatures, we folemnly 
prof. 15, that our Councils have been influenced by no other Mo- 
tire, than a Dread of impending Deſtruction. 

Permit us then, moſt gracious Sovereign, in the Name of all 
W your faithful People in America, with the utmoſt Humility to im- 
Wplore you, for the Honour of Almighty God, whoſe pure Reli— 
gion, our Enemies are undermining; for your Glory, which can 
. advanced only by rendering your A s happy, and keep- 


Wins them united; for the Intereſts of your Family depending on 


de left Han Adherence to the Pr inciples that enthroned it; for the Safety 
Deace- and Welfare of your Kingdoms and Dominions, threatened With 
our- almoſt unavoidable Dangers and Diſtreſſes, that your Majeſty, as 


nd of tc loving Father of your whole People, connected by the ſame 
But Bonds of Law, Loyalty, Faith, and Blood, though dx velling 1 in 
f Dil- ions Countries, will not ſuffer the tranſcendant Relati on form- 
Guid- ed Ub theſe Ties to be farther violated, in uncertain Expceclation 
ance | of 
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of Effects, that if attained, never can compenſate for the Calami. 
ties, through which they muſt be gained. U 
We therefore moſt earneſtly beſeech your "Majefty, that you 
royal Authority and Interpoſttion may be uſed for our Relief, and 5 
that a gracious Anſwer may be given to this Petition. 75 
That your Majeſty may enjoy every Felicity through a long 590 
and glorious Reign over loyal and happy Subjects, and that you Wi 
| Deſcendants may inherit your Proſperity and Dominions till Time 
ſhall be no more, is, and always will be our ſincere and fervent Wl 
Prayer. | 1 
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ME; May IO, 1775, 


We of Delegates from the Colonies of New- Hampſhire, 
 Maſachuſetts-Bay, Connecticut, New-York, New: Ferſe Ys 
Wenn Delaware Counties, Maryland, Virginia, North- 
Carolina, and South-Carolina, agreeable to their Appointment and 
Orders, received from their reſpective Colonies, met at Philadelphia, 
and being convened in the State-Houſe, . to the Choice : 
of a Preſident, when 
Uron Morion, The Hon. Peyton Randolph, was unanimouſly 
| choſen Preſident. 
After the Prefident was ſeated, 
Mr. Charles Thomſon, was unanimouſly choſen Secretary. 
Andrew Me Neare, was allo choſen Door-keeper, and William 
Shed, Meſſenger. 
AcrtzD, That the Rev. Mr. Dach, be requeſted to open the 
EE Congreſs with Prayers To-morrow Morning ; and that Mr. il. 
ing, Mr. Sullivan, and Mr. Bland, be a Committee to wait on 
Mr. Duché, and acquaint him with the Requeſt of the Congreſs. 
— Adjourned till to-morrow at 11 o'clock. 
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5 May Il, 1775, A, M. 


Be with Prayers, by the Rev. Mr. Duche. After Prayers, the Con- 
5 greſs according to Adjournment proceeded to Buſineſs, 

= The Delegates from the ſeveral Colonies produced their reſpee- 
WE tive Credentials, which were read and approved, as follows: 

55 NEW-HauSs MIKE. At the Convention of Deputies, appoin- 
tcd by the ſeveral Towns in the Province aforeſaid, held at Exeter, 
on the 25th Day of January, 1775, 
The Hon. ohn Wentworth, Eſq; in the Chair. | 
7 Voren, That Fohn Sullivan and John Langdon, Eſqrs; D 
1 Jegated to repreſent this Proviuce in the Continental Congreſs, 


8 propoſed 


Agreeable to the Order of Veſterday, the Sb ree was 998508 5 
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propoſed to be held at Philadelphia, on the tenth Day of Ma 
next, and that they and each of them, in the Abſence of the 
other, have full and ample Power, in Behalf of this Province, to 
conſent and agree to all Meaſures, which ſaid Congreſs ſhall deem Wi 
neceſſary, to obtain Redreſs of American Grievances. 
True Copy atteſted, _ 
Mas ECR WE ARE „ Clerk to the Convention. 


Province of the Massachuskrrs-BAx, in Provincial Congreſs, 
Cambridge, Dec. 5, 1774. 

RE SOL VD, That the Proceedings of the American Continentil 
Conpreſs, held at Philadelphia, on the th Day of September Jaſt, 
and reported by the Honourable Delegates from this Colony, 
have, with the Deliberation due to their high Importance, been Wl 
conſidered by us, and the American Bill of R ights therein con- MW 01 

_ tained, appears to be formed with the greateſt Ability and Judg- 1 
ment to be founded on the e Laws of Nature and Rea- 
ſon, the Principles of the Zzgli/h Conltitution, and reſpective Wi 
Charters and Conſtitutions of = Colonies, and to be wotthy of — 9 5 al 
their moſt vigorous Support, as eſſentially neceſſary to Liberty; 

likewiſe the ruinous and iniquitous Meaſures, which in Violation 
of theſe Rights, at preſent convulſe and threaten Deſtruction to 
America, appear to be clearly pointed out, and judicious Plans a- 
dopted for defeating them. 

| RESOLVED, That the moſt grateful Acknowledgements are 
has to the truly Honourable and Patriotic Members of the Con- 
tinental Congreſs, for their wife and able Exertions in the Cauſe 
of American Liberty; and this Congreſs in their own Names, and 
in Behalf of this Colony, do hereby, with the utmoſt Sincerity, 
expreſs the ſame. 

Res0LvsD, That the Hon. Jahn Hancock, the Thin: Thomas 

Ciſhing, Eſqs. Mr. Samuel Adams, Fohn Adams, and Robert.. 

Treat Paine, Eſqrs. or any three of them, be, and they are here- 
by appointed and authoriſed to repreſent this Colony, on the tenth 
of May next, or fooner if neceſlary, at the American Congreſs, to 
be held at Pyiladelphia; with full Power, with the Delegates from 

the other American Colonies, to concert, agree upon, direct and 
order ſuch further Meaſures, as ſhall to them appear to be beſt cal- 

_ culated for the Recovery and Eſtabliſhment of American Rights. 
and Liberties, and for reſtoring Harmony between Great-Britain ; 
and the Colonies. 

A true Copy of Record, 
Bunzamin LiIxcokx, Stcretary. 
In Provincial Congreſs, Cambridge, February 6, 1775. 

RzesolveDd, That the Hon. ahn Hancock, the Hon. Thomas: 
Cuſhing, Eſqrs. Mr. Samuel Adams, Fohn Adams, and Robert 
Treat Paine, Efqrs. appointed by the laſt Provincial Congreſs to 


repreſen! 


f Mx, 1775. 1 
May 1 repreſent this Colony, on the fenth of May next, or ſooner if ne- 
* oh WE ccilary, at the American Congreſs, to be held at Philadelphia, be, 


and they are hereby authorited and impowered, with the Dele- 
gates from the other American Colonies, to adjourn from Time to 
Time, and Place to Place, as ſhall be judged neceſfary, and to 
continue in Being, as Delegates, for this Colony, until the /t y- 
„ Day of December next enſuing, and no longer. 


A true Copy of Record, Ea 

Treſc, KH | . BERNNJAMIN LI x cox, Secretary. 
ntal I the Houſe of Repreſentatives of the Colony of CONNECTICUT, 
laſt, 1 355 1 November 3, A. D. 1774. . 
ony, This Houſe proceeded to nominate, chuſe, and appoint Dele- 
been gates, to attend the General Congreſs to be holden at Philadelphia 
con- on the 7erth Day of May next; and made Choice of the Hon. 
udo- RR £/iphalet Dyer, Hon. Roger Sherman, Silas Deane, * Titus 
Rea- MI Zo/mer, and Jonathan Sturgeſi, Efqrs. to be their Delegates, 
ctive any three of whom are authorized and empowered to attend ſaid 


a Congreſs, in Behalf of this Colony, to join, conſult and adviſe 
rty ; with the Delegates of the other Colomes in Briti/h America, on 
proper Meafures tor advancing the beſt Good of the Colonies. 

5 Wirtin WILLIAMS, Sealer. 
A true Copy, extracted from the Journals of the Houſe, OY 
„„ Atteſted, RichARD Law,. Clerk. 


are , At a provincial Convention formed of Deputies from the City 


TAN 9 
3 
9 
8 


-auſe the Counties of Dutcheſs, Ulſter, Orange, Theſt-Chefter, King's, 


; Colony of New-Yr4, in the next Continental Congreſs, to be 


and County of New-Yorx, the City and County of Albany, and 


and Saft, held at the City of New-York, the 22d Day of April, 
1775, for the Purpoſe of appointing Delegates to repreſent the 


nds 1 held at Philadelphia on the tenth of May next, Philip Livingſton, 
obert James Duane, Fohn Alſop, * Fohn Fay, Simon Bocrum, William 


nere - Floyd, * Henry Wiſner, * Philip Schuyler, * George Clinton, Lewis 
tenth WF Morris, Francis Lewis, and * Robert R. Livingſton, jun. Eſqrs. 
. to were unanimouſly elected Delegates, to repreſent this Colony at 
rom 


ſuch Congreſs, with full Power to them or any five of them, to 


and meet t he Delegates from the other Colonies, and to concert and 
cal. (letermine upon ſuch Meaſures as ſhall be judged molt effectual for 
ghts W the Preſervation and Re-eftabliſhment of American Rights and 
itain 


- Privileges, and for the Reſtoration of Harmony between Great- 
795 Britain and the Colonies. | | ; 


Signed, Leonard Liſpenard, Iſaac Rooſevelt, Abraham Walton, 


Y- eraunder McDougall, and twenty-four others. 
Me the Subſcribers do in Behalf of ourſelves and thoſe Free- 

»ma; holders of DPueen's County, at whoſe Requeſt we attended the 

ert 8 Convention, 

s to „ 


* ; | 3 - | 
ele. -Allthe Members attended except thoſe marked thus * 


Convention, ſignify our Aſſent to, and Approbation of the abi 


William Livingſton, 
or any three of them, be, and they are hereby appointed to at- 


in this City. 
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Delegation. 


Signed, John F bi Zebulon Williams, Jacob Blackwell, 


 Foſeph Robinſon. 


 New- FINE Ts 


In Afembly, Perth- Amboy, Tueſday, January 24, 


1775s 
RE SOL VED UNanimovusLyY, That James Kinſey, Stephen Crane: 


John De Hart, and Richard Smith, Eſqrs. 


tend the Continental Congreſs of the Colonies, intended to be 


held at the City of Philadelphia, in May next, or at any other 
Time and Place; and that they report their n to 5 


next Seſſion of General Aſſembly. 
4 true 25 from the Fournals, . 
RICHARD OmiTH, Clerk of the Aſembly. | 


PENN SYLVANIA. In Afembly, December 15, 1774, A. M. 
Upon Motion, RESOLVED, N. C. D. That the Honourable 
Edward Biddle, Fohn Dickinſon, Thomas Mifflin, Charles Hum- 
phreys, Jobn Morton, and George Roſs, Eſqrs. be, and they are 
hereby appointed Deputies on the Part of this Province, to attend 
the General Congreſs, propoſed to be held at the City of Phila- 
delphia, on the tenth Day of May next; and that they or any four 
of them do meet the {aid Congreſs accordingly, unkels the preſent 


| Grievances of the American Colonies ſhall before that Time be re- 


dreſſed. 
—_ os the Journals, 
CuaxrEs Moore, Clerk of the Agenbh. 


In Afembly, May 6, 1775, A. M. 

RESOLvED, N. C. B. That Benjamin Franklin, the Hou: 
Thomas Willing, and“ james Wilſon, Eſquires, be, and they are 
hereby added to the Deputies appointed by this Houſe, to at- 
tend the Continental Congreſs, cxpoctes to meet the Tenth infant 


Extract from the Jas NT 
Caartes Moore, Clerk of the Aſembh, 


Lowe CounTits on DBLAwARE. I Ay Tuner, 
March 16, 1775 A. IH. | 

On Motion, 

Rx sOL YE D. N. C. D. That the Honourable Cæſar Boda, 
Thomas M* Kean, and George Read, Eſq; be, and they are hereby 
appointed and authoriſed to repreſent this Government at the Ame- 
rican Congreſs, propoſed to be held at the City of Philadelphia, 


on the Tenth Day of May next, or at any other Time or Place, 


with full Power to them, or any Two of them, together with the 

Delegates from the other American Colonies, to concert and agree 

upon ſuch farther Meaſures, as ſhall appear to > they: beſt 155 
late 
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lated for ths Accommodation of the unhappy Differences between 
Great Britain and the Colonies, on a conſtitutional Foundation, 
which the Houſe moſt ardently wiſh for, and that they report 
their Proceedings to the next Seſſions of General Aſſembly. 


True Copy of the Minutes of Aſſembly, 
David TrHomsoN, Clerk to the Aſſembly. 


MaxyLanD. At a Meeting of the Deputies appointed by the 
Is. (everal Counties of the Province of Maryland, at the City of An- 
W 7/1, by Adjournment on the 8th of December, 1774, and con- 
tinued till the 12th Day of the ſame Month. | : 
her = RrEoLvED UNANIMOU SLY, That the Honourable Matthem 
lian, Thomas Fohnſon junior, * Robert Goldſborough, William 
== Paca, Samuel Chaſe, John Hall, and * Thomas Stone, Eſquires, 
or any Three or more of them, be Delegates to repreſent this 
Province, in the next Continental Congreſs; and that they, or 
ay Three or more of them, have full and ample Power to con- 


ble ent and agree to all Meaſures, which ſuch Congreſs ſhall deem 


— 
B 
— 
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m- neceſſary and effectual, to obtain a Redreſs of American Griev- 
ances; and this Province bind themſelves to execute to the utmolt 
end Mi of their Power, all Reſolutions which the ſaid Congreſs may 
ila- adopt. And further, if the ſaid Congreſs ſhall think neceſſary to 
our WW Adjourn, we do authorize our ſaid Delegates to repreſent and act 


ent for this Province, in any one Congreſs, to be held by virtue of 

ſuch Adjournment. 5 - 
| Signed by Order, „„ 
JohN DuckEr, Clerk 


= Virxcinia. At a Convention of Delegates for the Counties 
and Corporations in the Colony of Virginia, at the Town of 
KNichmond, in the County of Ken len, on Monday the 2cth of 
arch, 1775. 

= The Convention proceeded to the Election of Delegates by 
= Ballot, to repreſent this Colony in General Congreſs to be held 
Nat the City of Philadelphia, on the Tenth Day of May next, 
when the Honourable Peyton Randolph, George Waſhington, & Pa- 
ie Henry, Richard Henry Lee, Edmund Pendleton, Benjamin 
Y, WM Harriſon, and Richard Bland, In, were choſen for that 
5 Purpoſe. 


Ee 8 Bored Preſident. 
Joun TazEWELL, Clerk of the Convention, 


ne- Nox rn-CAXOLIXA. At a General Meeting of Delegates of 
hia, the Inhabitants of this Province i in Convention, at Newberry, the 
1 5 5th Day of April, 1775. 
= Preſent, the Hon. Joux Haxvzv, EI q; Moderator, and 68 
zree Members. 

55 On 
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On Motion, 
 ResoLveD, That William H oper, Foſeph Wwe. and Richard 
Cafwell, Eſquires, be, and are hereby appointed Delegates to attend 
the General Congreſs to be held at Philadelpiia, on the Tenth Day 
May next, or at any other Time and Place that ſhal! be „ppolnt- 
ed for that Purpoſe, and they are hereby invelted wit ſuch 
Powers as may make any Acts done by them, or any vi them, 
or Conſent given in Behalf of this Province, e in Ho- 
nour, upon every Inhabitant thereof. | 
A true Copy From: the Minutes, 
Joan HARVE V, Moderator 
Atteſted by Anpzew Knox, Glerk. 


In the Aſſembly, 1th of April, 1775. 

Rzs0LveD, That the Houſe do highly approve of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Continental Congreſs lately held at Phi/adeiplin, 
and that they are determined, as Members of the Community in 
general, that they will lrictly adhere to the ſaid. Reſolutions, 
and will uſe what influence they have, to induce the lame ob- 
ſervance in every Individual of this Province. 
This Houſe having received Information, that WWilliau: Hooper, 
 Foſeph Hewes, and Richard Gafwell, Eſquires, were appointed 
by the Convention, held at Newbern, as Delegates to attend the 
Meeting of the Continental Congreſs, ſoon to be held at Phila- 
delphiasz Hy 

RE50LvED, That the Houſe approve of the Choice made by 
the ſaid Convention. 

| A true Copy from the Fournal of the Houſe of 1 Jem. bly. 


Jamzs GREEN, junior, Clerk. 


In ths ee Houſe of Ajembly, Friday, 
February 3, 1775. 
Whereas the Continental Congreſs, held at the City 61 Phila- 
delphia, in September laſt, amongſt other Things, ond 
to the ſeveral Colonies in North Jmerica, to chuſe Deputies as 
ſoon as poſſible, to hold another Congreſs at the ſame Place, on 
the Tenth Day of May next, and this Houſe being fully fatiſ- 
hed with the Conduct and Fidelity of their late Deputies at the 
Congreſs, do hereby nominate and appoint the Honourable 
Henry Middleton, Eſquire, Thomas Lynch, Ghriſkspher Gadſden, 
John Rutledge, and Edward Rutledge, Efquires, Deputies for and 
in Behalf of this Colony, to meet the Deputies appointed, or 
to be appoiuted, on the Part and Behalf of the other Colonies, 
at the City of Philadelphia, or any other Place, that ſhall be 
agreed on by the faid Deputies in General Congreſs, with full 
Power and Authority to concert, agree to, and effectually proſe- 
cute ſuch Meaſures, as in the Opinion of the ſaid Deputies, = 
the 
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the Deputies to be afſembled, ſhall be moſt likely to obtain 


a Redreſs of American Grievances, 


ad RESOLVED, That the Deputies hereby appointed on the Part 
dad Behalf of this Colony, are authoriſed and impowered to a- 
8 ree, that the Continental Congreſs may meet at any future Time, 
ach and at ſuch Place, as ſhall be agreed on, and to adjourn from 
10. Time to Time; provided it do not exceed Nine Months from the 
Tos 


Date of their Meeting i in May next. 
| Atteſted, Tuomas Fans, junior, Clerk. 
| Extract from the Fournals of the Provincial Congreſs of South- 
Carolina, pub; iſhed by Order of the ach, the 117h o Janua- 
Fy, 1 
I 1 5 0 50 That the Hounrable Henry Middleton, Eſquire, 
Dro- Thomas Lynch, Chriftopher Gadſden, John Rutledge, and Edward 
ia, i Rutledge Eſquires, or any Three of them, be, and they are 
in hereby appointed and authoriſed to repreſent this Colony on the 
Tenth Day of May next, or ſooner, if neceſſary, at the Ameri- 
can Congreſs to be held at Philadelphia, or elſewhere; with full 
Power to concert, agree upon, direct and order ſuch further Mea- 
ſures, as in the Opinion of the ſaid Deputies, and the Dele- 
gates of the other American Colonies to be aſſembled, ſhall ap- 


tor. 


the {Ml pear to be neceſſary for the Recovery and Eſtabliſhment of Ame- 
la-, rican Rights and Liberties, and for reſtoring Harmony between 
| Great Britain and her Colonies. 
> by Upon Motion, 
Res0LVvED, That the Thanks of. the Congreſs SY given. to 
the Rev. Mr. Duche, for performing Divine Service, a agree- 
Verk. able to the Deſire of the Congreſs, and for his excellent Prayer 
„, ſo well adapted to the preſent Occaſion. 
"_ | OrptexeD, That Mr. Bland, Mr. Willing, and Mr. Sullivan, 
1:11. be a Committee to wait upon Mr. Duche, and return the Thanks 
del | of the Congreſs, e to the above Reſolution. 
3 Upon Motion, „ 
855 on! Rxsor vp, That the Doors be kept ſhut, during the Time 
il. | of Buſineſs, and that the Members conſider themſelves under the 
- NEE 2 ſtrongeſt Obligations of Honour to keep the Proceedings ſecret, | 
ble until the Majority thall direct them to be made public. 


ten | A circular Letter from the Agents William Bollan, Benjamin 
jan, F. 'anklin, and Arthur Lee, Eſquires, directed to the Speakers of 


FOG ſeceeral Aſſemblies, and ſundry Papers therein referred to, were 
5 | laid before the Congre ſs and read; the Letter is as follows: 
WY | | London, February 5, 1775. 
5 * 8 R. 

proſe % Our laſt Letter formed you, that the King had declared 


his Intentions of laying the Petition bcfore his two Houſes of 
i arliament. It has accordingly been laid before cach Houſe; 
i but 
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but undiſtinguiſhed among a variety of Letters and other Papery 
from America. 
A Motion made by Lord Chatham, to withdraw the Troop 
from Boſton, as the firſt Step towards a conciliating Plan, was i 
rejected; and the Miniſtry have declared in both Houſes the De- 
termination to inforce Obedience to all the late Laws. For this 
Purpoſe we underſtand, that three Regiments of Foot, one of 
Dragoons, ſeven hundred Marines, fix Sloops of War, and two 
Frigates, are now under Orders for America. 
« We think it proper to inform you, that your Cauſe wa 
well defended by a conſiderable Number of good and wife Men 
in both Houſes of Parliament, though far from being a Majo- 
rity: and that many of the Commercial and Manufacturin 
Parts of the Nation, concerned in the American Trade have pre- 
ſented, or as we underſtand, are preparing to preſent Petitions to 
to Parliament, declaring their great Concern, for the preſent un- 
happy Controverſies with America, and praying expreſsly, or in 
effect, for healing Meaſures, as the proper Means of preſerving 
their Commerce, now greatly ſuffering or endangered. But the 
Treatment the Petitions already preſented have hitherto received 
is ſuch, as in our Opinion, can afford you no Reliance on the 
preſent Relief through their Means. 
As ſoon as we learnt that the Petition of the Conmrels: was 
before the Houſe of Commons, we thought it our Duty to ſup- 
port it, if we might be permitted ſo to do, as there was no other 
Opportunity for the numerous Inhabitants of the Colonies to be 
heard in Defence of their Rights: Accordingly we joined in a 
Petition for that Purpoſe. Sir George Saville kindly undertook 
to preſent it. But on previouſly opening the Parport of it, as 
the Order is, a Debate aroſe on the Propriety of receiving it, State 
and on a Diviſion, it was rejected by a great Majority. oi! 
„ The following Extract of a Letter from General Cage ti Dire 
Lord Dartmouth, as laid before Parliament, we think it our T 
| Duty to tranſmit, viz. HA 
Dec. 15, 19774. Your Lordſhip 8 Iden of diſarming certain W cots 
Provinces, would doubtleſs be e e with Prudence and Safe.“ 
ty, but it neither is, nor has been practicable, without having re. tion. 
courſe to Force, and being Maſters of the Country.“ q 5 | 
« Ir was thrown out in Debate by a principal Member of Sa 
Adminiſtration, that it would be proper to alter the Charters off 
Conneficut and Rhode Iſland. 
e Incloſed we ſend you a Copy Pt the Re ſolutions palted in z 
Committee of the whole Houſe, on Thurſday laſt, which are to be 
reported on Monday. It 1s ſaid that theſe Reſolutions are to be 
the Foundation of ſeveral Bills to be brought i in, but the Pur post 


of thoſe Bills we have not yet learnt with ſufficient S 
| „We 
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apery « We ſend you likewiſe a Copy of Lord Chatham's firſt Mo- 

tion in the Houſe of Lords, and of his Plan of a Bill for ſet- 
"00Þs tling the Troubles between Great Britain and the Colonies ; both 
wat which were rejected on the firſt reading. | 
De- e With great Reſpect we are, 
* this CCC. e 
ne of Your moſt obedient humble Servants, | 

two Signed, 5 | William Bollan, + 
1 | Benjamin Franklin, 

> was ib Arthur Lee." 
Majo- RW The Papers referred to in the foregoing Letter being pub- 
uring WF liſhed in the News-papers, it is not neceſſary to inſert them. 
2 pre- Ml Mr. Hancock laid before the Congreſs a Letter from the Pro- 
ons to vincial Congreſs of Maſachuſetts-Bay, together with certain 
it un- Reſolutions formed by ſaid Congreſs, and a Copy of a Letter ſent 
or in by ſaid Congreſs to their Agent in Eugland, and an Addreſs to 
rving WW the Inhabitants of Great Britain, on the late engagement between 
t the the Troops under General Gage, and the Inhabitants of Maſſa- 


chuſetts Bay; alſo a Number of Depoſitions duly atteſted, rela- 
tive to the Commencement/ of ſaid Hoſtilities, all which were 
read and are as follows: ED „„ W 5 


ceived MB 
n the 


ſs was 3j „„ 5 

) ſup- In Provincial Congreſs, Watertown, May 3, 1775. 
other 7e the Honourable American Continental Congreſs, 70 be convened 
to be at Philadelphia, on the Tenth of May inſtant. 
1 ina May it pleaſe your Honours, _ | 5 = 


The Congreſs of this Colony, impreſſed with the deepeſt Con- 


rtook 
it, as cern for their Country, under the preſent critical and alarming 
ng it, State of its public Affairs, beg leave with the utmoſt Submiſſion, 


whilſt acting in Support of the Cauſe of America, to requeſt the 
Direction and Aſſiſtance of your reſpectable Aﬀembly. _ 
The incloſed Packet, containing Copies of the Depoſitions, which 
we have diſpatched for London, alſo an Addreſs to the Inhabi- 
| tants of Great Britain, and a Letter to our Colony Agent, Ben- 
Jarun Franklin, Eſq; are humbly ſubmitted to your Conſidera- 
tion. 2 - | | . 


rage to 
it our 


-ertail 


| Safc- 


"S The ſanguinary Zeal of the Minifterial Army, to ruin and 
herd deſtroy the Inhabitants of this Colony, in the Opinion of this 
ters a Congreſs, hath rendered the eſtabliſnment of an Army indiſpen- 


| {bly neceſſary ; we have accordingly paſſed an unanimous Reſolve 
for Thirteen thouſand fix hundred Men, to be forthwith raiſed 


ed in ⁊ 


e to de by this Colony, and Propoſals are made by us to the Congreſs 
e to be of New Hampſhire, and Governments of Rhode Iſland and Con- 
urpot = 7:44 Colonies, for furniſhing Men in the fame Proportion. 


The ſudden Exigency of our public Affaire, precluded the 


inty. 5 . „ 1 
« Me! poflibility of waiting for your Direction in theſe important Mea- 


L Aures, 
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. ſures, more eſpecially, as a conſiderable Reinforcement from 
Great Britain is daily expected in this Colony, and we are now 
reduced to the ſad Alternative of defending ourſelves by Arms, 
or ſubmitting to be ſlaughtered. 5 1 
With the greateſt Deference, we beg Leave to ſuggeſt, that 
a powerful Army on the Side of America, hath been conſider. 


ed by this Congreſs, as the only Means left to item the rapid N 
Progreſs of a Tyrannical Miniſtry. Without a Force ſuperior 27 
to our Enemies, we muſt reaſonably expect to become the Vic. | the 
tims of their relentleſs Fury. With ſuch a Force, we may Kill Seri 
have Hopes of ſeeing an immediate End put to the inhuman ra- of {a 
vages of mercenary Troops in America, and the wicked Author, Suce 

of our Miſeries, brought to condign Puniſhment, by the juſt pay | 
Indignation of our Brethren in Great Britain. 1 of 7 
We hope that this Colony will, at all Times, be ready to Mon 
Tpend and be ſpent in the Cauſe of America. It is, nevertheleſs, the { 
a Misfortune greatly operating to its Diſadvantage, that it has a Act 1 
great Number of Sea-port Towns, expoſed to the approach of Long 
the Enemy by Sea; from many of which, the Inhabitants have re- Wl _ Ra 
moved, and are removing their Families and Effects, to avoid a 
Deſtruction from Ships of War. Theſe, we apprehend, will be cordu 
generally diſtreſſed from want of Subſiſtence, and diſabled from paid 
contributing Aid for ſupporting the Forces of the Colony ; but 

we have the greateſt Confidence in the Wiſdom and Ability of 
the Continent to ſupport us, ſo far as it ſhall appear neceſſary 1 
for ſupporting the common Cauſe of the American Colonies. 10 
We alſo incloſe ſeveral Reſolves for impowering and directing deR , 
dur Receiver-General to borrow the Sum of One hundred thou- MW a. I 
ſand Pounds, Lawful Money, aud to iſſue his Notes for the ſame; F = 
it being the only Meaſures which we could have recourſe to for {Mt ©? 

ſupporting our Forces; and we requeſt your Aſſiſtance in ren- 

dering our Meaſures effectual, by giving our Notes a Currency 
through the Continent. „„ „ 7 
„ Josxyn Warren, Preſident, P. 7. 
The Papers incloſed and referred to in the above, are as fol- 8 

lows: VVVööV' ce 

In Provincial Congreſt, Watertown, May 3, 1775 MM LED 
RE$0LvED, That the Receiver General be, and hereby is im- im Zn: 
Powered, to borrow the Sum of One hundred thouſand Pounds, 4A 0 55 
lawful Money, and iſſue Colony Security for the ſame, payable, the Ca 
with Annual Intereſt, at Six per Cent. June 1, 1777, and that Nertion 
the Continental Congreſs be deſired to recommend to the ſeveral Banice: 
Colonies, to give a Currency to ſuch Securities. 8 Pers +) 
A true Extract from the Minutes, Is the | 
Sanur Freeman, Secretary, P. J. Packet 


FL 
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In Provincial Congreſs, Watertown, May 3, 1775. 


om 
OW R SOLVED, That the Securities given by the Receiver-Ge- 
ms, aeral for the Monies borrowed by him, in purſuance of the afore- 
going Reſolve, be in the Form following, viz. | 
= PN, 0 of the — & 
vid „ the day of A. D. 
IG 177 borrowed and received of "ae Do: = : 
is the Sum of 25 lawful Money, for the Uſe and 
Am Service of the Colony of the. Maſſachuſetts Bay, and in Behalf 
* of ſaid Colony. I do hereby promiſe and oblige myſelf, and 
now Succeſſors in the Office of Treaſurer or Receiver General, to re- 
jus pay to the ſaid or to his Order, the frit Day 
Ju of June, 1777, the aforeſaid Sum of lawful 
4 Money, in Spaniſh Milled Dollars, at Six Shillings each, or in 
el, the ſeveral Species of coined Silver and Gold, enumerated in an 


Act made and paſſed in the 23d Year of his late Majeſty King 
n orf Ceorge the Second intituled, : An Act for aſcertaining the 
bs Rates at which coined Silver and Gold, ZEngli/þ Half-pence 
« and Farthings, may paſs within this Government ;” and ac- 
1] be cording to the Rates therein mentioned, with Intereſt, to be 


FIRE pad AC at Six per Cent. Witneſs wy” Hand 
5 A. 
but | 
y of 5 
F. 


And whereas Inconveniencies may ariſe, by the Receiver Ge- 
neral's iſſuing Notes for ſmall Sums, therefore, 
ResoLveD, That the Receiver General be, and he hereby i is 
directed not to iſſue any Notes for a leſs Sum than Four Founds 
lawful Money. 
4 true Extract 7 the Minutes, 
SAMUEL FREEMAN, Sec. P. 7. 


To the Hon. Benjamin FrancLIN, Eſq; at LoxDox. 


In Provincial Congreſs, Watertown, April 26, 1775. 
„ 
From the entire Confidence we repoſe i in your Faithfulneſs _ 
Abilities, we confider it the Happineſs of this Colony, that the 
þmportant Truſt of Agency for it, in this Day of unequalled Diſtreſs 


ounds, Mis devolved on your Hands, and we doubt not your Attachment to 
yable, the Cauſe and Liberties of Mankind will make every poſſible ex- 
5 1 ertion in our Behalf, a Pleaſure to you; although our Circum- 
ever: 


ſtances will compel us often to interrupt your Repoſe, by Mat- 
ters that will ſurely give you pain. A ſingular Inſtance hereof 
7 5 the Occaſion of the preſent Letter. The Contents of this 
P. J. Wacket, will be our Apology for troubling you with it. 


„„ From 
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« From theſe you will ſee how and by whom we are at laſt 
plunged into the Horrors of a moſt unnatural War. 

« Our Enemies, we are told, have diſpatched to Great Britain 
a fallacious Account of the Tragedy they have begun ; to pre- 


vent the Operation of which to the public Injury, we have en- 


gaged the Veſſel that conveys this to you, as a Packet in the 
Service of this Colony, and we requeſt your Aſſiſtance in ſupply- 
ing Captain Derby, who commands her, with ſuch Neceſſaries as 
he ſhall want, on the Credit of your Conſtituents in Menn, 
Bay. 8 

« But we moſt ardently with that the ſeveral Pipers: herewith 
incloſed may be immediately printed and diſperſed through every 
Town in England, and eſpecially communicated to the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Council of the City of London, that they 
may take ſuch Order thereon, as they may think proper. And 
we are confident your Fidelity will make ſuch Improvement of 
them, as ſhall convince all, who are not determined to be in 
everlaſting. Blindneſs, that it is the united Efforts of both Eng- 
lands, that can ſave either. But that whatever Price our Bre- 
thren in the one, may be pleaſed to put on their Conſtitutional 
| Liberties, we are authoriſed to aſſure you, that the Inhabitants 
of the other, with the greateſt unanimity, are * reſolved 
to ſell theirs only at the Price of their Lives, 


Signed by Order of the Provincial Compreſs. 4 
JosE FHH WARREN, Preſident, P. 7. 

A true Copy from the Original Minutes, 
SAMUEL FREEMAN, Sec. P. T. 


The Depoſitions relative to the commencement of e 
are as follows: 


Lexington, April 25, 177 z 

e We Solomon Brown, Jonathas Lzring, and Elijah Sanderſon, 
all of lawful age, and of Lexington, in the County of Middleſex, 
and Colony of the Maſſachuſetts Bay in New England, do teſtify 
and declare, that on the Evening of the 15th of April Inſtant, 
being on the Road between Concord and Lexington, and all of us 
mounted on Horſes, we were about 'Ten of the Clock, ſuddenly 
ſurpriſed by Nine Perſons, whom we took to be regular Offi- 
cers, who rode up to us, mounted and armed, each having a 
Piſtol in his Hand, and after putting Piſtols to our Breaſts, and 
ſeizing the Bridles of our Horſes, they ſwore, if we ſtirred ano- 
ther ſtep, we ſhould be all dead Men, upon which we ſurrendered 
ourſeives. They detained us until Two o'clock the next Morn- 


ing, in which Time they ſearched and greatly abuſed us, having 
firſt enquired about the Magazine at Concord, whether any 
Guards were poſted there, and whether the Bridges were up, and 
ſaid four or five Regiments of Regulars would be 1 in Poſſeſſion 1 
1 0 
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| the Stores ſoon. They then brought us back to Lexington, cut 


laſt i 
a the Horſes bridles and girths, turned them looſe, and then left 


in us. 158 
re- | Solomon Brown, 
en- Jonathan Loring, 
the | Elijah Sanderſon.” 
ply- 55 | Lexington, April 25, 1175. 
8 as « I Elijah Sanderſon, above named, do further teſtify and 


declare, that I was on Lexington Common, the Morning of the 
19th of April, aforeſaid, having been diſmiſſed by the Officers 
with abovementioned, and ſaw a large body of regular Troops ad- 
very vancing towards Lexington Company, many of whom were then 
,ord diſperling. I heard one of the Regulars, whom I took to be an 


tt ge 


they Officer ſay, Damn them, we will have them,” and immedi- 
And ately the Regulars. ſhouted aloud, run and fired upon the Lexing- 
t of ton Company, which did not fire a gun before the Regulars diſ- 
e Ih charged on them. Eight of the Lexington Company were killed 
Zug- while they were diſperſing, and at a conſiderable diſtance from 
Bre- each other, and many wounded, and although a Spectator, I 
ional narrowly eſcaped with my Life. a .. 
tants e * Elijab Sanderſon.” 


olved % ũ „ Lexington, April 23, 177 . 
« I Thomas Rice Willard, of lawful age, do teſtify and declarc, 
that being in the Houſe of Daniel Harrington of ſaid Lexington, 

on the 19th inſtant in the morning, about half an hour before 
| ſun-riſe, looked out at the Window of ſaid Houſe, and ſaw (as 
I ſuppoſe) about four hundred Regulars in one Body, coming 
up the Road, and marched towards the North Part of the Com- 
mon, back of the Meeting-houſe of ſaid Lexington, and as ſoon 


as ſaid Regulars were againſt the Eait End of the Meeting-houſe, 


P.T. 
P.T 


lities, 


1775. 


the Commanding Officer ſaid ſomething, what I know not, but 
erſon, upon that the Regulars ran till they came within about Eight or 
dleſex, Nine Rods of about an Hundred of the Militia of Lexington, who 
eeſtify were collected on ſaid Common, at which Time the Militia of Lex- 
tant, ington diſperſed, then the Officers made an huzza, and the Private 
of us Soldiers ſucceeded them, directly after this, an Officer rode be- 
denly fore the Regulars to the other Side of the Body, and hallooed 
Off- after the Militia of ſaid Lexington, and faid, « Lay down your 
ing a WT Arms, damn you, why don't you lay down your Arms,” and 


, and that there was not a Gun fired till the Militia of Lexingten were 
1 ano- diſperſed, and further ſaith not. oe ny: I.” 
idered ch | 
Morn- 


Thomas Rice IWillard.” 
Lexington, 25th of April, 1775. 


1aving * Simon Winſhip, of Lexington, in the County of Midl:/ox, 
r any and Province of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, New England, being of law- 
p, and ful Age, teſtiſieth and ſaith, that on the 19th of April inſtant, 
ion of | | „ 1 

the 


about 
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about Four o' Clock in the Morning, as he was paſſing the public 
Road in ſaid Lexington, peaceably and unarmed, about Two Miles 
and an Half diſtant from the Meeting-houſe in ſaid Lexington, 
he was met by a Body of the King's regular Troops, and "=, 


ſtopped by ſome. Officers of ſaid Troops, was commanded to dil- | 


mount, upon aſking why he muft diſmount, he was obliged by 
Force to quit his Horse, and ordered to march in the midſt of 
the Body, and being examined whether he had been warning the 
Minute Men, he anſwered No, but had been out, and was then 
returning to his Fathers. Said Winſhip farther teſtifies, that he 
marched with ſaid Troops, till he came within about Half. a- 
Quarter of a Mile of ſaid Meeting-houſe, where an Officer com- 
manded the Troops to halt, and then to Prime and Load, this 
being done, the ſaid Troops marched on till they came within a 
few Rods of Captain Parker's Company, who were partly col- 
lected on the Place of Parade, when ſaid Winſhip obſerved an 
Officer at the Head of ſaid Troops, flouriſhing his Sword, and 
with a loud Voice giving the Word Fire, Fire, which was in- 
ſtantly followed by a Diſcharge of Arms from ſaid regular 
Troops, and ſaid Win/hip is poſitive and in the moſt ſolemn Man- 
ner declares, that there was no Diſcharge of Arms on either Side 
till the Word Fire was given by ſaid Officer as above. 
„%%% oo ok oo Simon Minſbip.“ 
1 Lexington, April 25, 1775. 
« I John Parker, of lawful Age, and Commander of the Mi- 
litia in Lexington, do teſtify and declare, that on the 19th Inſtant, 


in the Morning, about one of the Clock, being informed that 


there were a Number of regular Officers riding up and down the 
| Road, ſtopping and inſulting People as they paſſed the Koad; 
and alſo was informed that a Number of regular Troops were on 
their March from Beſton, in Order to take the province Stores at 
Concord, ordered our Militia to meet on the Common in ſaid Lex- 
ington, to conſult what to do, and concluded not to be diſcover- 
ed, nor meddle or make with ſaid regular Troops (if they ſhould 
Approach) unleſs they ſhould inſult or moleſt us ;—and upon 
their ſudden Approach I immediately ordered our Militia to diſ- 
perſe and not to fire. Immediately ſaid Troops made their Ap- 
Pearance and ruſhed furiouſly, fired upon and killed eight of our 
Party, without receiving any Provocation therefore from us. 
e e „„ John Parker.” 
| Lexington, April 24, 1775. 
I 7ohn Robins, being of lawful Age, do teſtify and ſay, that 
on the 10th Inft. the Company under the Command of Captain 


| John Parker, being drawn up (ſometime before Sun riſe) an the” 


Green or Common, and I being in the Front Rank, there ſudden- 
ly appeared a Number of the King's Troops, about a Thouſand 
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i as J thought, at the Diſtance of about ſixty or ſeventy Yoods from 
lex us huzzaing, and on a quick Pace towards us, with three Offi- 
on, cers in their Front on Horſe- back and on full Gallop towards us, 
ns the Foremoſt of which cried, throw down your Arms ye Villains, 
oy ye Rebels, upon which ſaid Company diſperſing, the Foremoſt of 
by the three Officers ordered their Men, ſaying fire, by God fire, at 
of | which Moment we received a very heavy and cloſe Fire from them, 
the at which Inſtant, being wounded I fell, and ſeveral of our Men 
hen were ſhot dead by me. Capt. Parker's Men 1 believe had not 
he then hired a Gun, and W the — faith not. 
f- a- John Robins.” 
thi 5 13 April 25, 177 5. 
a Is „ We Ke Tidd, of Lexington, and Joſeph Abbot, of * 
8 11, in the County of Middleſex, and Colony of Maſachuſetts- 


Bay, in New-England, of lawful Age, do teſtify and declare, 


15 that on the Morning of the 19th of April Inſtant, about five 
= o'clock being on Lexington Common, and mounted on Horſes, 
2 8 we ſaw a Body of regular Troops marching up to the Lexington 


Company, which was then diſperſing : Soon after the Regulars 
| fired, firſt a few Guns, which we took to be Piſtols, from ſome of 
the Regulars who were mounted on Horſes, and then the ſaid 
| Regulars fired a Volley or two, before any Guns were fired by 
the Lexington Company ; our Horſes immediately Rarted, and 
we rode off. And further ſay not, 
| _ Benjamin Tidd, 
 Poſeth Abbot.” 
Lexington, April 25, 1775. 
8 We Nathaniel Mullokin, Philip Ruſſell, Maſes Harrington, 
jun. Thomas and Daniel Harrington, William Erimes, William 
Tidd, Iſaac Haſtings, Fonas Stone, jun. James Ilyman, Thaddeus 
Harrington, ohn Chandler, Joſhua Reed, jun. Fofeph Simonds, 
| Phineas Smith, Fobn Chandler, jun. Reuben Coch, Foel Viles, Na- 
| than Reed, Samuel Tidd, Benjamin Lock, Thomas Winſhip, Simeon 
Snow, Jahn Smith, Moſes Harrington the zd. Foſhua Reed, Ebe- 
nezer Parker, Jobs Harrington, Enoch Willington, ohn Hormer, 
Vaac Green, Phineas Stearns, Iſaac Durant, and Thomas Head- 
ley, jun. all of lawful Age, and Inhabitants of Lexington, in the 
| County of Middleſex, and Colony of the Maſſachuſette-Bay, in 
. Mau-Eugland, do teſtify and declare, that on the 19th of April 
| Inſtant, about one or two o'clock in the Morning, being inform- 
75. ed that ſeveral Officers of the Regulars had the Evening before 


, that been riding up and down the Road. and had detained and inſult- 
aptain ed the Inhabitants paſſing the ſame; and alſo underſtanding that 
on the Wa Body of Regulars were marching from Daren towards Concord, 
1 with intent (as it was ſuppoſed ) to take the Stores belonging to 
ouſan 


che Colony 1 in that Town, we were alarmed, and haviag met at 
as the 
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the Place of our Company's Parade, were diſmiſſed by our Cap. 
| tain, Fohn Parker, for the Preſent, with Orders to be ready to 


attend at the Beat of the Dram. We further teſtify and declare, 
that about five o'clock in the Morning, hearing our Drum beat, 8p 
we proceeded towards the Parade, and ſoon found that a large tov 
Body of Troops were marching towards us: Some of our Com- the 
pany were coming up to the Parade, and others had reached it, at latt 
which Time the Company began to diſperſe: Whilſt our Back cha 
vere turned on the Troops we were fired on by them, and a Num- Lif 
ber of our Men were inſtantly killed and wounded. Not a Gun ing 
vas fired by any Perſon in our Company on the Regulars to our Dit 
Kuowlege, before they fired on us, and they continued firing un- ſait 
til we had all made our Eſcape. JJ Sdn wy Wop (hag 
Signed by each of the above Deponents.” FV 
ä N 3 Lexington, 25th of April, 1775. 
„ We, Nathaniel Parkhurſt, Fonas Parker, John Munroe, jun, ec 
John Winſhip, Solomon Pierce, ohn Muzzy, Abner Meeds, Jahn in tl 
Bridge, jun. Ebenezer Bowman, William Munroe the 3d, Mica Wl Nea 
Hager, Samuel Saunderſon, Samuel Haſtings, and Fames Brown, WM on t 
of Lexington in the County of Middleſex, and Colony of the Con 
 Maſpachufetts Bay, in New England, and all of lawful age, WW mar; 
do teſtify and ſay, that on the Morning of the Nineteenth BY Reg 
of April inſtant, about One or Two o'Clock, being inform. or +; 
ed, that a Number of Regular Officers had been riding up and MW The 
down the Road the Evening and Night preceding, and that ately 
ſome of the Inhabitants as they were paſſing, had been inſulted eigh 
by the Officers, and ſtopped by them; and being alſo informed, WM wou 
that the Regular Troops were on their march from Boſton, in 7 
order as (it was ſaid) to take the Colony Stores, then depoſited 
at Concord, we met on the Parade of our Company in this Town; 
after the Company had collected. we were ordered by Capt 
Parker (who commanded us) to diſperſe for the preſent, and to 5 
be ready to attend the beat of the Drum, and accordingly tht oy 
Company went into Houſes near the Place of Parade. We fur h 
ther teſtify and ſay, that about Five o'Clock in the Morning, 6 
we attended the Beat of our Drum, and were formed on the Pa "hi . 
rade, we were faced towards the Regulars then marching up ti _ 
us, and ſome of our Company were coming to the Parade with 3 
their backs towards the Troops, and others on the Parade be bon 
gan to diſperſe when the Regulars fired on the Company before! Ro 
Gun was fired by any of our Company on them. They killed "0 
Eight of our Company, and wounded ſeveral, and continued IR 
5 | er 
their fire, until we had all made our eſcape. 8 


Signed by each of the Deponeni. "ep 

| Lexington, April 25, 177 

« I Timothy Smith, of Lexington, in the County of Middis 
ex, and Colony of 1afachuſetts Bay, in New England, bei 


(| 


Mar, 1775. + 
of lawful Age, do teſtify and declare, that on the Morning of the 


| nineteenth of April inſtant, being on Lexington Common as a 


beat, Ts 1 faw a large Body of regular Troops marching up 
larg: | towards 5 e Lexington Company then diſperſing, and likewife ſaw | 
Com. the regular Troops fire on the Lexington Company, before the 
it, u latter fired a Gun; 1 immediately ran, and a Volley was diſ- 
Backs Wl . 5 me, which put me in imminent Danger of loſing my 
Num- Life; * returned to the Common and ſaw Eight of the Lex- 
Gn en Men who were killed, and lay bleeding at a conſiderable 
o our e from each other; and ſeveral were wounded, and further 
= Timothy Smith.” 
E FR W Levi M 5 99 ; e April SL 1775, 
750 = 8 evi 1 and Levi Harrington, both of Lexington, 
Mien! eng e f Middleſex, and Colony of Maſſachuſetts Bay in 
e, diets vo an, 5 5 of lawful Age, do teſtify and declare, that 
t the 8 5 W *s the Nineteenth of April, being on Lexington 
1 ag ae ons, as pectators, we ſaw a large Body of regular Troops 
* 2 r A ih the Lexington Company, and fome of the 
n -= anos _— whom we took to be Officers, fired a Piſtol _ 
an * 8 wo ee Company, which was then diſperſing: 
d that MW ate] 8 by 11, Se 3 fixtt Guns that were fired, and they were immedi- 
abe oy be ones by ſeveral Vollies from the Regulars, by which 
ormed, wounde 1 clonging to ſaid Company were killed, and ſeveral 
3 Levi Harrington 
Town! Levi Mead.“ 
* Lexington, April 25, 1775. 


and to 


« I William Draper, of lawful Age, and an Inhabitant of Co/- 


| ly the 50 el 

We fur- 3 1 the County of Hamp/hire, and Colony of Maſachuſotiss- 
[ornings = in New-£»gland, do teſtify and declare, that being on the 
the Par arade of ſaid Lexington, April 19th Inſtant, about half an Hour 


g up U 3 Sunriſe, | the King's regular Troops appeared at the 
* deting-houſe of Lexington. Capt. Parker's Company, who 
MEA © vers drawn up back of ſaid Meeting-houſe on the Parade turned | 
before i kom laid Troops, making their Eſcape by diſperfing; in the 
1 kille 8 Time the regular Troops made an Huzza and ran towards 
apt, Parker's Company who were diſperſing, and immediately 
mo the Huzza was made, the Commanding Officer of ſaid 
1 (as I took him) gave the Command to the ſaid Troops 
re | fire! damn you fire !” and immediately they fired before 
any of Captain Parker's Company fired, I then bein g within three 
or four Rods of ſaid regular Troops: And further {ay not, 
. William Draper.“ 


„ | Lexington, 
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„„ 1 Lexington, April 23, 1775. 
% I Thomas Feſſenden, of lawful Age, teſtify and declare, that 


being in a Paſture near the apa e at ſaid Lexington, on 


Wedneſday laſt, at about half an Hour before Sunriſe, I ſaw a 
Number of regular Troops paſs ſpeedily by ſaid Meeting-houſe, 
on their Way towards a Company of Militia of ſaid Lexington, 


who were aſſembled to the Number of about one hundred in a 
Company, at the Diſtance of eighteen or twenty Rods from ſaid 
Meeting-houſe ; and after they had paſſed by ſaid Meeting-houſe, 


J ſaw three Officers on Horſe-back advance to the Front of ſaid 
Regulars, when one of them, being within fix Rods of the ſaid 
Militia, cried out, « diſperſe you Rebels immediately,” on 


which he brandiſhed his Sword over his Head three times; mean 


while the ſecond Officer, who was about two Rods behind him, 
fired a Piftol, pointed at ſaid Militia, and the Regulars kept huz- 
zaing till he had finiſhed brandiſhing his Sword, and when he 


had thus finiſhed brandiſhing his Sword, he pointed it down to- 


wards ſaid Militia, and immediately on which the ſaid Regulars 
fired a Volley at the Militia, and then J ran off as faft as I could, 


while they continued firing till I got out of their Reach. I fur- 
ther teſtify, that as ſoon as ever the Officer cried “ diſperſe you 
Rebels,“ the ſaid Company of Militia diſperſed every Way as faſt 


as they could, and while they were diſperſing, the Regulars kept 
firing at them inceſſantly. And further faith not. 3 
155 Thomas Feſſenden. 
5 Lincoln, April 23, 1775. 
hn Bateman, belonging to the fifty-ſecond Regiment, 
commanded by Colonel Jones, on Wedneſday Morning, on the 


19th Day of April inſtant, was in the party marching to Goncord, 


being at Lexington, in the County of Middleſex, being nigh the 


Meeting-houſe in faid Lexington, there was a ſmall party of Men 


athered together in that place, when our ſaid Troops marched 
by, and I teſtify and declare, that I heard the Word of Command 
given to the Troops to fire, and ſome of ſaid Troops did fire, and 
1 ſaw one of ſaid ſmall party lay dead on the Ground nigh ſaid 


Meeting-houſe; and I teſtify that I never heard any of the Inha- 


bitants ſo much as fire one Gun on ſaid Troops. 
Sr 7 John Bateman.” 
oj Lexington, April 23, 1776. 
„We Fohn Hoar, John Whithead, Abraham Garfeld, Benja- 
min Munroe, Iſaac Parks, William Haſiuer, Fohr Adams, C regory 
Stone, all of Lincoln, in the County of Middleſex, Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, all of lawful Age, do teſtify and ſay, that on Wedneſday laſt 
we were aſſembled at Concord, in the Morning of ſaid Day, in 
Conſequence of Information received, that a Brigade of regular 
Troops were on their March to the ſaid Town of Concord, who 
7 = — — — had 
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had killed ſix Men at the 15 of Lexington; about an Hour ax. 


terwards we ſaw them approaching, to the Number, as we ap- 


rehended, of about twelve hundred, on which we retreated to a 


Hill about eighty Rods back, and the ſaid Troops then took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Hill, where we were firſt poſted ; preſently after this 


we ſaw the Troops moving towards the North- Bridge, about one 
Mile from the ſaid Concord Meeting-houſe, we then immediately 
went before them and paſſed the Bridge juſt before a party of them 
to the Number of about two hundred, arrived ; they there left a- 
bout one half of their two hundred at the Bridge, and proceeded 
with the Reſt towards Col. Barrett's, about two Miles from the 


ſaid Bridge; we then iceing ſeveral Fires in the Town, thought 
the e bo Concord were in Danger, and marched towards Ihe 


ſaid Bridge, and the Troops that were ſtationed there, obſerving 


| our Approach, marched back over the Bridge and then took up | 


ſome of the planks; we then haſtened our March towards the 


Bridge, and when we had got near the Bridge they fired on our 
Men, firſt three Guns, one after the other, and then a conſidera- 
| ble Number more; and then, and not before, (having Orders 


from our commanding Officers not to fire till we were fired upon) 


| we fired upon the Regulars and they retreated. On their Retreat _ 
through the Town of Lexington to Charleſtown, they ravaged and 


eſtroyed private property, "and burnt three Houſes, one Barn, 
and one Shop. 


* by each of the above Deponents 1 


Lexington, April 23, 1775. 
ce We, Nathan Barret, Captain; Jonathan Farrar, TJofeph 


| Butler, and Francis Wheeler, Lieutenants; %u Barret, Enſign; 
John Brown, Silas Walter, Ephraim Melvin, Nathau Buttrick, 


Stephen Hoſmer, jun. Samuel Barret, Thomas Jones, Foſepb 
handler, Peter Wheeler, Nathan Pierce, and Edward Richardſon, 
all of Concord, in the County of Middleſex, in the Province of 


| aſachuſetts- - Bay, of lawful Age, teſtify and declare, that on 
Wedneſday the ninteeenth Inſtant, about an Hour after Sun riſe we 


allembled on a Hill near the Meeting-houſe 1 in Concerd aforeſaid, 


in Conſequence of an Information that a Number of regular 


Troops had killed ſix of our Countrymen at Lexington, and were 


on their March to ſaid Concord; and about an Hour afterwards we 


law them approaching, to the Number, as we imagine, of about 


twelve hundred ; on which we retreated to a Hill about eighty 


Rods back, and the aforeſaid Troops then took Poſſeſſion of a 
Hill where we were firſt poſted. Preſently after this we ſaw them 
moving towards che North Bridge, about one Mile from ſaid 
Meeting-houſe, we then immediately went before them, and paſ- 
ſed the Bridge juſt before a Party of them, to the Number of a- 
bout two hundred, arrived, They th: ere left about one half of 


theſe— 
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theſe two hundred at the Bridge, and proceeded with the Reſt to- 
wards Colonel Barre?'s, about two Miles from the ſaid Bridge. 
We then ſeeing ſeveral Fires in the Town, thought our Houſes 
were in Danger, and immediately marched back towards faid 
Bridge, and the Troops who were ſtationed there, obſerving our 
Approach, marched back over the Bridge, and then took up ſome 
of the Planks. We then haftened our Steps towards the Bridge, 
and when we had got near the Bridge, they fired on our Men, 
firſt three Guns one after the other, and then a conſiderable Num- 
ber more : Upon which, and not before, (having Orders from 
our Commanding Officer not to fire till we were fired upon) we 
fired upon the Regulars, and they retreated. At Concord and on 
their Retreat through Lexington, they plundered many Houſes, 
burnt three at Lexington, together. with a Shop and Barn, and 
committed Damage more or I<fs to almoſt every Houſe from Con: 
cord to Charleftown. 
. Signed by the above Deponents. 3 
We, Foſeph Butler and Ephraim Melvin, FA teſtify 00 de. 
clare, that when the regular Troops fired upon our People at the 
North Bridge i in Concord, as related in the weer Depoſitions, 
they ſhot one, and we believe two, of our e before we fired 
a imgie Gun at them. 


Tſe þh Butler, 

Ephraim Melvin.” 

Concord, April 23, 1775. 
I Timothy Minot, jun. of Concord, on the nineteenth Day of 
this Inſtant, April, after that J had heard of the regular Troops 
firing upon Lex/ngton Men, and fearing that Hei might be 
committed at Concord, thought it my incumbent Duty to ſecure 
my Family. — After I had ſecured my Family, ſome Time after 
that, returning towards my own Dwelling, and finding that the 
Bridge on the North Part of ſaid Concord was guarded by regular 
Troops, being a Spectator of what had happened at ſaid Bridge, 
declare, that the regular Troops ſtationed on ſaid Bridge, after 
they ſaw the Men that were collected on the Weſterly Side of ſaid 
Bridge marched towards ſaid Bridge then the Troops returned 
e the Eaſterly Side of ſaid Bridge and formed themſelves, 
I thought, for regular Fight: after that they fired one Gun, 
BS two or three more, before the Men that were ſtationed on the 


Weſterly Part of ſaid Bridge fired upon them. 


Timothy Minot, jun. 
Lexington, April 23, 1775- 

SE 13 Barrett, of Concord, Colonel of a Regiment of Mi- 
litia in the County of Middleſex, do teltify and ſay, that on Wednef- 
day Morning laſt, about Day break, I was informed of the Ap- 
proach of a Number of the regular Troops to the Town of Con- 
cord, where were Tome Magazines belonging to this Province, 


when 


= 3 April 2 3, 177 5. 
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hundred of the regular Troops, being i 
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when there was aſſembled ſome of the Militia of this and the 
neighbouring Towns, I ordered them to march to the North 


Bridge (fo called) which they had paſſed and were taking up. I 
ordered ſaid Militia to march to ſaid Bridge and pals the ſame, 


but not to fire on the King's Troops unleſs they were firſt fired 
upon. We advanced near "laid Bridge, when the ſaid Troops 
fired upon our Militia and killed two Men dead on the Spot, and 


wounded ſeveral others, which was the firſt Firing of Guns in the 


Town of Concorde My Detachment then returned the Fire, | 
which killed and wounded ſeveral of the King's Troops. 


James B arrett.” 


| | Teer April 23, 1775. 
ce We, Bradbury Robinſon, Samuel Spring, Thaddeus Bancroft, 


all of Concord ; and Fames Adams, of Lexington, all in the Coun- 


ty of Middleſex, all of lawful Age, do teſtify and ſay, that on 

IVedneſday Morning laſt, near ten of the Clock, we ſaw near one 
in the Town of Concord at 
the North Bridge in ſaid Town (ſo called) and having paſſed the 
ſame they were taking up ſaid Bridge, when about three hundred 
of our Militia were advancing toward ſaid Bridge, in Order to 

paſs ſaid Bridge, when, without ſayiag any Thing to us, they 
diſcharged a Number of Guns on us, which killed two Men dead 


| on the Spot, and wounded ſeveral others: when we returned the 


Fire on them, which killed two of them and wounded ſeveral, 
which was the Beginning of Hoſtilities in the Town of Concord. 
Bradbury Robinſon, 
Samuel Spring, 
Thaddeus Bancroft, 
> es Fames LAGS.” 
| gon oo Warcefler: April 26, 1775. 
« Hannah Bradiſh , of that Part of Cambridge, called Menoto- 
my, and Daughter of Timothy Paine, of Worceſter, in the County 


of Werceſter, Eſq; of lawful Age, teſtifies and ſays, That about 


tive o'clock on Medneſday laſt; Afternoon, being in her Bed- 
chamber, with her infant Child, about eight Days old, ſhe was 
ſurpriſed by the Firing of the King's Troops and our People, on 

their Return from Concord. She being weak and unable to 
out of her Houſe, in Order to ſecure herfelf and Family, they of 
retired into the Kitchen, in the back Part of the Houſe. She 
ſoon found the Houſe ſurrounded with the King's Troops ; that 
upon Obſervation made, at leaſt ſeventy Bullets were ſhot into the 
front Part of the Houſe; ſeveral Bullets lodged in the Kitchen 
were ſhe was, and one paſſed through an eaſy Chair ſhe had juſt 
gone from. The Door of the front Part of the Houſe was broke 
open; ſhe did not fee any Soldiers in the Houſe, but ſuppoſed, 
by the Noiſe, they were in the Front. After the Troops had 
gone 
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gone off, ſhe miſled the following Things, which, ſhe verily be- 


lieves, were taken out of the Houſe by the King's Troops, viz. 


one rich brocade Gown called a Negligee, one luteſtring Gown, 


one white Quilt, one Pair of brocade Shoes, three Shifts, eight 
white Aprons, three Caps, one Caſe of ivory Knives and Forks, 
and ſeveral other ſmall Articles, 1 „„ nk 
; Ce Hannah Bradiſh.” 
Province of the = 


| Maſſachuſetts- Bay, 5 Worceſter J fl. Apr t 26, 177 Fe 


Mrs. Hannah Bradiſb, the above Deponent maketh Oath 
before us, the Subſcribers, two of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 


Peace for the County of Worceſter and of the Quorum, that the a- 


bove Depoſition, according to her beſt Recollection, is the Truth. 
Which Depoſition is taken in perpetuam rei memoriam. 
| | VV Thomas Steel, 
Timothy Paine.“ 
1 N . Concerd, fril 23, 1775. 
„James Marr, of lawful Age, teſtify and ſay, that in the 


Evening of the ejzhteenth Inſtant, I received Orders from George 


Flutchinſon, Adjutant of the fourth Regiment of the regular 
Troops ſtationed at Beſton, to prepare and march: To which Or- 
der I attended, and marched to Concord, where I was ordered by 
an Officer with about one hundred Men, to guard a certain Bridge 
there; while attending that Service, a Number of People came a- 
long, in Order, as Iſuppoſle, to croſs ſaid Bridge, at which Time 
a Number of the regular Troops firſt fired upon them 
1 998 3% TROes HPP 
3 5 — "Medford, Abril 265 177%- 
« I, Edward Thoroton Gould, of his Majeſty's own Regiment 
of Foot, being of lawful Age, do teltify and declare, that on the 
Evening of the ezghteenth Inſtant, under the Orders of General 


Gage, J embarked with the light Infantry and Grenadiers of the 


Line, commanded by Colonel Smith, and landed on the Marſhes 
of Cambridge, from whence we proceeded to Lexington; on our 
Arrival at that Place, we ſaw a Body of provincial Troops armed, 
to the Number of about ſixty or ſeventy Men, on our Approach 
they diſperſed and ſoon after firing began, but which Party fired 
firſt I cannot exactly ſay, as our Troops ruſhed on ſhouting, and 
huzzaing, previous to the Firing, which was continued by our 
Troops fo long as any of the Provincials were to be ſeen. From 
thence we marched to Concord, on a Hill near the Entrance of the 
Town, we ſaw another Body of Provincials aſſembled, the light 
Infantry Companies were ordered up the Hill to diſperſe them; 
on our Approach they retreated towards Concord; the Grenadiers 
continued the Road under the Hill towards the 'Town. Six Com- 
panies of light Infantry were ordered down to take Poſſeſſion of 
; | | _ the 


ws 
lawfy 
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n, 
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full! 
tions 
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pril, 
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the Bridge which the Provincials retreated over ; the Company I 
commanded was one, three Companies of the above Detachment 
went forwards about two Miles; in the mean Time the provincial 


wn, Troops returned, to the Number of about three or four hundred: 
0 We drew up on the Concord Side of the Bridge, the Provincials 
RS, 


came down upon us, upon which we engaged and gave the firſt 
Fire; this was the firſt Engagement after the one at Lexington 4 
continued Firing from both Parties laſted through the whole Day; 
I myſelf was wounded at the Attack of the Bridge, and am now 
treated with the Lr Humanity, and taken all poſſible Care of 


Jath 6 the Provincia 8 at Medford. 

the . Edward tes Cents - Lit. 
5 King's own Reimen. 
uth. 


Province 7 Maſachuſetts-Bay, : 
Middleſex County, April 25, 1775. 


« Lieut. Thoroton Gould, ad W made Oath 
to the Truth of the foregoing Declaration by him ſubſcribed, be- 


LL fore us, 

the Thad. Maſſon, fab Johnſon; | S Tufts, Jultives of the 
eorge Peace, for the County aforeſaid, Quorum UNUS, 

Song 7; Province of Maſachuſett '1-Bay, Charleſtown, NN. 
1 by _« I, Nathaniel Gorham, Notary and Tabellion Public, by 


| lawful Authority duly admitted and ſworn, hereby certify, to all 
| whom it doth or may concern, That Thadeus Maſon, Fofiah John- 
fn, and Simon Tufts, Eſqrs: are three of his Majeſty's Juſtices of 
| the Peace ( Quorum uns ) for the County of Middleſex ; and that 
| full Faith and Credit is, and ought to be given to their Tranſac- 
tions as ſuch, both in Court and out. In Witneſs whereof, I have 
75 | hereunto affixed my Name and Seal, this taventy-/ixth Day of A. 


pril, Auno Domini, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 3 | 
n th 

eneral To Nathaniel C orham, Notary Public.” ALS 8.) 

— 

ee > All he Gs Depoſitions are ſworn to before Juſtices of the 
r ry Peace, and duly atteſted by Notaries Public, in Manner of the 
e 1 lait one.) 
3 2 Provincial Congreſs,  'Warrezxrown, Apri 26, 1775 
4 and To the INHABITANTS of Gxkar- Bala! v. 
y our Friends and Fellow Subjecte, 

From * HosTiLiT1ts are at length commenced in this Colony by 


of the the Troops under the Command of General G age, and it being of 
e light [the greateſt Importance, that an early, true, and authentic Ae. 
them; Count of this inhuman Proceeding ſhould be known to you, the 
nadicrs Congreſs of this Colony have tranimitted the ſame, and from want 
Com- of a Seſſion of the Hon. Continental Congrels, think it proper to 
Mon 6 addreſs you on the alarming Occaſion. 


Gb: Py 
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« By the cleareſt Depoſitions relative to this Tranſaction, it 
will appear that on the Night preceding the vineteenth of April in. 
ſtant, a Body of the King's Troops, under the Command of Col. 

Smith, were ſecretly landed at Cambridge, with an apparent De- 
ſign to take or deitroy the Military and other Stores provided for 
the Defence of this Colony, and depoſited at Concord. That ſome MW 
Inhabitants of the Colony, on the Night aforeſaid, whilſt travel. 
ling peaceably on the Road between 2 on and Concord, were ſeiz- 


ed and greatly abuſed by armed Men, who appeared to be Officers "I « 
of General Gage's Army, that the Town of Lexington by theſe WW who 
Means was alarmed, and a Company of the Inhabitants muſtered you 


on the Occaſion. — That the regular Troops, on their Way to Co. for | 
cord, marched into the ſaid Town of Lexington, and the ſaid with 
Company on their Approach began to diſperſe.—That notwith- WW hap; 
Randing this, the Regulars r on with great Violence and 
firſt began Hoſtilities, by firing on ſaid Lexington Company, 
whereby they killed eight and wounded ſeveral others. — That the 0 
Regulars continued their Fire until thoſe of ſaid Company, who 
were neither killed nor wounded, had made their Eſcape.— That R 
Col. Smith with the Detachment: then marched to Concord, where 
a Number of Provincials were again fired on by the Troops, two if Of 
of them killed and ſeveral wounded, before _ Provincials fired 0 
on them, and that theſe hoſtile Meaſures of the Troops produced My 
an Engagement that laſted through the Day, in which many of 4 
the b g and more of the regular Troops were killed and 
wounded. | 
n give a particular Account of the Ravages of . Troops, 
as they retreated from Concord to Charleſtown, would be very di- Wl 
ficult, if not impracticable; let it ſuffice to ſay, that a great iſ Ti 


Number of the Houſes on the Road were plundered and rendered ed at 
unfit for Uſe; ſeveral were burnt ; Women in Child-bed were the C 
driven, by the Soldiery, naked into the Streets; old Men peace- ] 
ably in their Houſes were ſhot dead ; and ſuch Scenes exhibited as 0 A 

would diſgrace the Annals of the molt uncivilized Nations. oy” 

«© Theſe, Brethren, are Marks of miniſterial Vengeance againſt T7 % 

this Colony, for refuſing, with her Siſter Colonies, a Submiflion 91 

to Slavery ; but they have not yet detached us from our Royal cred 


Sovereign. We profeſs to be his loyal and dutiful Subjects, and 
fo hardly dealt with as we have been are ſtill ready, with ou BW ., 7 
Lives and Fortunes, to defend his Perſon, Family, Crown, and y 
Dignity. Nevertheleſs, to, the Perſecution and Tyranny of his £ 
cruel Miniſtry we will not tamely e per ug to Heaven Th 
for the Juſtice of our Cauſe, we determine to die or be free. 

« We cannot think that the Honour, Wiſdom, and Valour of my 
Britons will ſuffer them to be long inactive SpeQators of Meaturcs 4 
in which they themſelves are ſo deeply intereſted. Meaſures pur 
ſued in Oppoſition to the ſolemn Proteſts of many noble LN 
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and expreſſed Senſe of conſpicuous Commoners, whoſe Knowlege 
and Virtue have long characterized them as ſome of the greateſt 
Men in the Nation. —Meaſures executing contrary to the 1 

Petitions and Reſolves of many large, reſpectable and opulent 
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs in Great-Britain. - Meaſures 


1 highly incompatible with Juſtice, but ſtill purſued with a ſpecious 


Pretence of eaſing the Nation of its Burthens.-Meaſures, which 
if ſucceſsful, muit end in the Ruin and Slavery of Britain, as 


W well as the perſecuted American Colonie. + 
« We ſincerely hope, that the Great Sovereign of the Univerſe, 
ho hath ſo often appeared for the Engliſh Nation, will ſupport. 


you in every rational and manly Exertion with theſe Colonies, 


for ſaving it from Ruin; and that in a conſtitutional Connection 
with the Mother Country, we ſhall ſoon be altogether a free and 
happy People. oe oe rote rune 


Per Order, f . 
Joszen Warren, Prefident, P. 7. 


OrvereD, That the Secretary have the above Depoſitions and 


the Addreſs to the Inhabitants of Great- Britain publiſhed. 


ResoLveD, N. C. D. That the Congreſs will on Monday 
next reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the Whole, to take into 


Conſideration the State of America. 


OrDerED, That the Letter from the Provincial Congreſs of 


Maſachuſetts-Bay be referred to that Committee. 


Adjourned till To-morrow at ten o'clock, and from thence to 


Saturday. | | 
SATURDAY, May 13, 1775. 


bs The Congreſs met according to Adjournment. - 5 


The Congreſs being informed that Doctor Lyman Hall attend- 
ed at the Door as a Delegate from the Pariſh of SF. Johns, in 


the Colony of Georgia, and deſired to know whether, as ſuch, he 


may be admitted to this Congreſs. „% ti ng | 
AGREED UNANIMOUSLY, That he be admitted as a Delegate 
from the Pariſh of St. 7oh7's, in the Colony of Georgia, ſubject 


to ſuch Regulations as the Congreſs ſhall determine, relative to 


his Voting. | „„ es „ 
Mr. Lyman Hall being accordingly admitted, produced his 


Credentials, which were read and approved, and are as follows: 


Fo the honourable GENTLEMEN of the CONGRESS, deſigned to be 


held at Philadelphia on May, A. D. 1775. 


* The Addreſs of the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of St. John's, in the 


Province of Georgia. 

„ GenTLEMEN, eee 

To give a particular Detail of our many Struggles in the 

Cauſe of Liberty, the many * thereby occaſioned and 
| held 


ntereſt, 
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held in this Pariſh, the Endeavours we have uſed to induce the 


Reſt of this Province to concur with us, the Attendance of our 


Committee on the provincial Conventions held at Savannah in this 
Province, and particularly that of the 18th of January laſt, with 
their Proceedings, and the Reaſons of our Diſſent from them, we 
think would be tedious to you, and therefore ſend a ſummary Ab- 


parti 


ſped 


necte 


your 


with 


ciati 


ſtract, which, with the Account, that may be given by Lyman 

Hall, Eſq; appointed a Delegate to repreſent and act for this 
Pariſh in the General Continental Congreſs, to be held in Maj 
next, and the Teſtimonies of the Honourable Delegates from 
 South-Garolina, we hope will be ſatisfactory. 

Elmmediately upon our being honoured with an Anſwer to 
the Repreſentation of our Caſe tranſmitted to the Honourable 
Congreſs, which fat at Philadelphia laſt Year, with a Copy of the 
Aſſociation there entered into, we had a Meeting, and our Pro- 
ceedings then and fince that Time, will in brief appear from the 
following Abſtracts of an Addreſs from this Pariſh to the Com- 


mittee of . in Charles-Town, Seuth-Garolina, which 
is as tows: : 
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© Gentlemen, "OM 
HEWI TH will be communicated to you, the ſeveral Steps 8 

| taken by this Pariſh in their Endeavours to conform, as nearas of 
1 : pollible,” to the Reſolutions entered into by the other Colonies: =, 
1 and the particular Meaſures now adopted, for carrying into Exe. 2 
1 cution the Continental Aſſociation, which we embraced the ear- Lager 
lieſt Opportunity of acceding to, by ſubſcribing it; on Condition Toby 
that Trade and Commerce with the other Colonies be continued to ct 4 
us the Subſcribers; and thereupon ſhould have immediately ſent 18 
44 to you for your Approbation and Indulgence, but were delayed Com 
1 by a Summons to attend a Provincial Congreſs in Savannah, on 5 
10 bo the 18th of January laſt, for the Purpoſe, as we underſtood, of a 1 
f N general Aſſociation with the other Colonies, and chuſing Dele- het 
. gates: At which Time and Place we attended, and acquainted . mer 
WW 4 the other Pariſhes aſſembled on that Occaſion, that we had alrea- ho 
1 ; dy acceeded to the general Aſſociation, on Condition, as above- 66 

{143 mentioned, and earneſtly requeſted them to do the ſame. Had 


* 


they acceeded fully to the general Aſſociation, we ſhould have had = 
no Occaſion to trouble you with this Addreſs ; but as they dil a p 
not, we now apply to you, to admit ns the Subſcribers to an Al- Mt 
liance with you, requeſting that you will allow Trade and Com- 
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maſt 

merce to be continued to us, the ſame to be conducted under ſuch 5 
Regulations and Reſtrictions, as ſhall be conſiſtent with the Con- 3 
tinental Aſſociation, and which on our Part we engage with all tims 
poſſible Care to keep inviolate. As we of this Pariſh are a Body Wl carr 
_ detached from the Reſt (i. e. of this Province) by our Refolu- « 
tions, and luftciently diſtinct by local Situation, large enough for Star 


particula 


I 


er to 
rable 
f the 


Pro- © Gentlemen. 8 
n the _ © Your Letter, accompanying ſundry Papers, having ben Jaid 
Com: before a very full Committee of this Colony, and undergone the 
which moſt mature Deliberation: I am by their Defire to acquaint 
| you, that they have the higheſt Senſe of your arduous Struggles 
in favour of the common Cauſe of America; and molt ſincerely 
1 lament your preſent unhappy Situation: But would recommend a 
Steps Continuance of your laudable Exertions, and the laying a State 
er of your Caſe before the enſuing Continental Congreſs, as the 
* only Means of obtai ning Relief, and to put you in the Situation 
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Give us Leave to add only, that we wait your Anſwer, ſhall 


be _ of yous Advice, and are, with Eſteem, R 


Gentlemen, 
© Yours, &c.' 
Si. John's, th } Th g 


February, 1775 · 


To which we received the following Anſwer. 


you wiſh, which this Committee apprehend to be entirely out of 
their Power to do; 


as it is their Opinion, that the Pariſh of Sf. 
John, being a Part of the Colony of Georgia (which, by not ac- 


| ceeding to, "has violated the Continental Aſſociation) falls under 
the 14th Article of the ſaid Aſſociation, no Part of which any 


Committee can preſume to do away, &c.' 
„Upon the Receipt of this Anſwer, it was ſeriouſly conſidered 


in what Manner to conduct in the preſent Situation; and propoſed 


whether we ſhould immediately break off all Connexion and Com- 
merce with Savannah and all other Inhabitants of this Province, 
who have not fully acceeded to the Continental Aſſociation. 

« It was conſidered, that as we were denied Commerce with 
any other Colony, and but one Merchant among us conſiderable 


for dry Goods had ſigned our Aſſociation, and he inſufficient for 


a preſent Supply, and we utterly unable at preſent to procure 


Materials or Manufactures for Cloathing among ourſelves, we 
maſt, by ſuch a Reſolution become extremely miſerable ; it was 


PA 3 concluded, that till we eould obtain Trade and Com- 


merce with fome other Colony, it is abſolutely neceſſary to con- 


tinue it in ſome Reſpects with our own, and determined that it be 
carried on under the following Regulations. 


* 1. That none of us ſhall directly or indirectly purchaſe any 


| Slave imported at Savannah, (large Numbers of which we under- 


Mar, 1775. 99% 


particular Notice, adjoining a particular "0 and in that Re- 
ſpect, capable of conforming to the general Aſſociation, if con- 
nected with you, with the ſame Fidelity as a diſtant Pariſh of 
your own Province; we muſt be conſidered as comprehended 
| within the Spirit and equitable Meaning of the Continental Aſſa- 
ciation, and hope you will not condemn the Innocent with the 
Guilty, eſpecially when a due Separation 1s made between them. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſtand are there expected, ) till the Senſe of the Congreſs ſhall be 
made known to us. 

„ 2, That we will not trade at all with any Merchant at Sa. 
vannah or elſewhere, that will not join in our aſſociating Agree- 
ment, otherwiſe than under the Inſpection of a Committee for 
that Purpoſe appointed, and for ſuch things only as they ſhall 
judge neceſſary, and when they ſhall think there are neceſlary 
Reaſons for ſo doing. 


« A Committee was then nominated, and appointed to fit week- 


ly on Thurſdays, for the Purpoſes aforeſaid. 
lt was then reſolved that a Delegate be ſent from this Pariſh 
to the Congreſs, to be held at Philadelphia in May next, and that 
. Tueſday the 21ſt of March be appointed for chuſing one. | 
« On the ſaid 21ft of March, at a full Meeting, Lyman Hall, 
Eſq; was unanimouſly choſen to repreſent and act for the Inhabi- 


tants of this Pariſh, as a Delegate, at the general Congreſs to be 


heid in Philadelphia in May next, who are determined faithfully 
to adhere to, and abide by, the determination of him and e's o- 
ther honourable Members of the ſame. _ 
Signed by order of the Inhabitants, 
2 By DANIEL RogENTS, and twenty others, 
Members of the Committee.“ 
| [Mid 5. John s Pariſh. in the Province of Georgia, 
CCC 
A 3 from the County of Frederic; i in Vi irginia, addreſſed 
to the Congreſs, was preſented and read. | 
AcREED, That it be referred to the Committee on Mondo 
e till Monday at nine o'clock, 


Mopar, May TH 1775. 


The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 

Beſides thoſe who met at the opening of the Congreſs, the fol- 
lowing Members attended; from e e Mr. Jay, Mr. Wiſner, 
Mr. Schuyler, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Morris, and Mr. R. R. Living ſton; 
from Pennſylvania, Mr. ent from Maryland, Mr. Stone and 
Mr. Goldjhorough. 

Den Motion, AGREED, That che Secretary be allowed to em- 
ploy Timothy Matlack as a Clerk, he having firſt taken an Oath or 
Affirmation to keep fecret the Tranſactions of the Congreſs, that 

may be entruſted to him, or may come to his Knowledge. 

The City and County of New-York having, through the De- 
legates of that Province, applied to Congreſs for Advice how to 
conduct themſelves with regard to the Troops expected there, the 
Congreſs took the matter into conſideration. During their deli- 


berations, it became neceſſary to take the opinion of the Congrels 


by Colonies, upon which a Queſtion aroſe, whether the Dele- 


ur from the Pariſh of St. 7obz's, in the Colony of Georgia, _ 
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be admitted to Vote. After ſome debate on this Queſtion, the 
Delegate from that Pariſh aroſe, and after obſerving, that the pre- 


85 ſent diſtreſsful Situation of American Affairs had induced a neceſſi- 
ty of this Congreſs, which was compoſed of Delegates repreſent- 


ing whole Colonies ; that as he did not repreſent a Colony, but 
only a part, he did not inſiſt on giving a Vote as a Colony, but 
was contented to hear and aſſiſt in the Debates, and to give his 
Vote in all Caſes, except when the Sentiments of the Congreſs 


vere taken by Colonies. 5 Y 
The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of the Matter re- 


ferred to them; during the Debate Samuel Ward, Eſq. one of the 
Delegates from Rhode- [/and, appeared and produced his Creden- 


tials, which being read, were approved, and are as follows: 


(Ls. ) By the Honourable the General Aſſembly of the Engliſh 


Colony of Rhode-Ifland, and Providence Plantations, 


in New-England, in America. 


Ti the Hen. Stephen Hopkins, Eſq. and the Hon. Samuel Ward,Eſq. 


_ Greeting, | 


Whereas the General Aſſembly of the Colony aforcſaid, have 


nominated and appointed you, the ſaid Stephen Hopkins and Samu- 
el Ward, to repreſent the People of this Colony in a General Con- 


reſs of Repreſentatives from this and the other Colonies, to be 


| holden in the City of Philadelphia, and there in behalf of this Co- 


lony, to meet and join with the Commiſſioners or Delegates from 


the other Colonies, in conſulting upon proper Meaſures to obtain 
a repeal of the ſeveral Acts of the Britiſßʒ Parliament, for levying 
Taxes upon his Majeſty's Subjects in America without their conſent; 
and upon proper Meaſures to eſtabliſh the Rights and Liberties of 
the Colonies upon a juſt and ſolid Foundation, agreeable to the 


Inſtructions given you by the General Aſſembly. 


By Virtue of an Act cf the General Aſſembly, I Henry Ward, 


Eſq; Secretary of the ſaid Colony, have hereunto ſet my Hand 
and affixed the Seal of the ſaid Colony, this /eventh Day of May, 
A. D. 1775, and in the #/teenth Year of the Reign of his moſt _ 
lacred Majeſty George the Third, by the Grace of God, King of 


Great-Britain, &c. | DR, + 
(Signed) 5 | HENRY Warn. | 
The Matter under Conſideration being reſumed, the Congreſs 


REesoLvED, That it be recommended, for the Preſent, to the 
Inhabitants of New York, that if the Troops, which are expected, 


ſhould arrive, the ſaid Colony act on the Defenſive, ſo Jong as 


| may be conſiſtent with their Safety and Security; that the 


Troops be permitted to remain in the Barracks, ſo long as they 


behave peaceably and quietly, but that they be not ſuffered to e- 
rect Fortifications, or take any ſteps for cutting off the Communi- 


cation between the Town and Country, and that if they commit 


| Hoſtilities or invade private Property, the Inhabitants ſhould de- 
end 
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fend tliemſelves and their Property, and repel Force by Force; 


that the warlike Stores be removed from the Town; that Places 0 


of Retreat, in Caſe of Neceſſity, be provided for the Women and 


Children of New-York; and that a ſufficient Number of Men be 


embodied, and kept in ' conſtant Readineſs for protecting the In. 
habitants from Inſult and Injury. 


Two Memorials, one from Samuel Shormiaber, the other from if 


: James and Drinker, Merchants of this City, reſpe&ing ſome M 


Cargoes purchaſed by them and intended for Newfoundland, but 
which are ſtopped by the Committee of this City, were laid before 
the Congreſs and read, and ordered to lie on the Table. 
Uron MorTtion, RESOLVED, That Mr. Waſhington, Mr. 
Lynch, Mr. S. Adams, and the Delegates from New-York, be a 
Committee to conſider what Poſts are neceſſary to be occupied in 
the Colony of New-York, and that they be deſired to "PO as 
peed as poſſible. 
RrsOLVED, That this Coogrel will to-morrow relolve «eff 
into a Committee of the whole, to take into Confideration the 
State of America. | | 
Adjouraed to nine © clock to-morrow. 


Tuzsar, May 16, 1775. 


The Congreſs met according to Adjournment. 

A Memorial from Robert and John — of New-York, was 
laid before the Congreſs and read. 

OxDpERED, To he on the Table. 

Angreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congrel reſolved it- 

elf i Into a Committee of the whole, to take into Conlideration the 
State of America; after ſome Time ſpent therein, the Preſident 
_ reſumed the Chair, and Mr. T:/ghman reported from the Commit- 
tee, that they had taken the Matter referred to them into Conſide- 
tion, but not having come to any Reſolution, deſired him to move 
for Leave to fit again. 

RESOLVED, That this Congreſs will to-morrow again reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole, to take i into their farther 
Conſideration the State of America. 

_ Adjourned tall to-morrow at twelve 0 Clock. 


Winans, May 17, was 


7 he Congreſs met according to adjournment, and the order of 
the Day being poſtponed till to-morrow ; 

Upon Motion, RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That all exportati- 
ons to Quebec, Mova- Scotia, the Ifland of St. 7ohn's, Ne 7 
land, Georgia, except the Pariſh of St. Johr's, and to Eaſt and 

Het Florida, immediately ceaſe, and that no Proviſion of any kind, 
or other Neceſſaries be furniſhed to the Briti/h fiſheries on thi 
American Coaſts, until it be otherwiſe determined by the Congrels 

dra bake ORDERED, 


Thi 
trick 1 
Cong 

 Upo 


Wy obſery 


laſt Cc 
The 
gence 
and ta 
Bay ar 
2 
Expre! 
conſide 
Res 
len 3s 
on fror 
poſe ot 
actual) 
wherea 
the Vic 
impellè 
themſe] 
and Cx 
lodged 
tainly | 
this Cc 
Citics a 
the ſaid 
ſouth er 
nies of 
ſuch an 
a itron 8 
and Ste 
there.— 
and Sto: 
reſtorati 
theſe Cc 
it prude 
vation. 


Rx 80 


ta Comm 


the Rats 


Mar, 1775. 1 
Oaprkr D, That this be publiſhed immediately. 


ce; | | 
ces Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'elock. 
” Tuvsspav, May 18, 1775. 
In- The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 15 
The Hon. Stephen Hopkins, Eſq; from Rhode-1land, and Pa- 

om trie Henry, Eſq; from Virginia, attended and took their Seats in 
»me oo or ! N 
but Upon Motion, Rx Sor vxp, That the Rules of Conduct to be 
fore ME obſerved in debating and determining Queſtions, laid down by the 
5 laſt Congreſs, be adopted and obſerved by the preſent Congreſs. 
Mr, The Preſident laid before the Congreſs ſome important Intelli- 
e 1 WY gence he received laſt Night by Expreſs, relative to the ſurprizing 
d in and taking of Ticonderoga, by a Detachment from Maſachuſetts- 
- 2g Bay and Connecticut, which was read. Ts 

_ Upon Motion, AcREED, That Mr. Brown who brought the 
elf WE Expreſs be called in: After he withdrew, the Congreſs taking into 
the Wy conſideration the Letters and Intelligence communicated to them; 


RE SsOLVED, Whereas there is indubitable Evidence, that a de- 
ſign is formed by the Briti/h Miniſtry, of making a cruel Invaſi- 
on from the Province of Quebec upon theſe Colonies, for the Pur- 
poſe of deſtroying our Lives and Liberties, and ſome ſteps have 
actually been taken to carry the ſaid Deſign into Execution; and 
was whereas ſeveral Inhabitants of the northern Colonies, reſiding in 
the Vicinity of Ticonderoga, and immediately expoſed to Incurſions, 
impelled by a juſt Regard for the defence and preſervation of 
d it. themſelves and their Countrymen from ſuch imminent Dangers 
1 the and Calamities, have taken poſſeſſion of that Poſt, in which was 
ident lodged a Quantity of Cannon and Military Stores, that would cer- 
\mit- M8 tainly have been uſed in the intended Invaſion of theſe Colonies ; 
\ide- MM this Congreſs earneſtly recommend it to the Committees of the 
move [Mt Cities and Counties of New-York and Albany, immediately to cauſe 
| the ſaid Cannon and Stores to be removed from Ticanderoga to the 
ofolve I ſouth end of Lake George; and, if neceſſary, to apply to the Colo- 
\rther nies of New- Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, aud Connecticut, for 
ſuch an additional Body of Forces as will be ſufficient to eſtablith 
a ſtrong Poſt at that Place, and effectually to ſecure ſaid Cannon 
and Stores, or ſo many of them as it may be judged proper to keep 
tiere—And that an exact Inventory be taken of all ſuch Cannon 
and Stores, in order that they may be ſafely returned, when the 
reſtoration of the former Harmony between Great-Britain and 
theſe Colonies, ſo ardently wiſhed for by the latter, ſhall render 


der of 


ortati- 8, 10 Wit : 
found: t prudent and conſiſtent with the over-ruling Law of Self- preſer- 
Vation . | „ | | | 
and . | ; 33 ; 3 
1355 Er SOLVED, That this Congreſs will to morrow reſolve itſelf into 
on the Committee of the whole, to take into their farther conſideration 
ngreſs. the ſtate of America. | 


)E RED 


Adjourned 
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Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. 


Fripay, May 19. 1775. 
The Congreſs met according to adjournment. _ | 
The Committee appointed to confider what Poſts are neceſſary 


to be occupied in the Colony of New-York, and by what number 5 
of Troops it will be proper they ſhould be guarded, brought in 
their report, which being read, was referred to the Committee of 


oo, _ rr ey 
| Agreeable to the Order of the Day the Congreſs reſolved them. 


ſelves into a Committee of the whole, to take into confideration 


the ſtate of America, and continued to do fo from Day to Day, 


till Vedne ſday the 24th, on which Day the Hon. Peyton Randolpl, 


Preſident, being under a neceſſity of returning Home, and having 


ſet out this Morning early, the Chair was Vacant, whereupon, 


Ox MoT1on, The Hon. 7% Hancock, Eſq. was unanimouſly 


chofen Preſident. e : 

The Congreſs then reſolved themſelves into a Committee of the 

whole, to take into conſideration the ſtate of America, and repeat- 
ed the ſame on the Day following. i 


„ Frivay, May 26, 1775. . 
ow Dongrals hong met according to adjournment, one of the 
Delegates 


tion of the Commons of Great-Britain, which were read as fol- 
lows: Re 1 | 

 New-Jersty, Houſe of Aſſembly, May 20, 1775, 
« His Excellency having laid before the Houſe a Copy of the 
* Reſolution of the honourable Houſe of Commons of Great- 
Britain, of the 20th of February, 1775, containing a Plan 
formed for the accommodation of the nnhappy Differences be- 
ee tween our Parent State and the Colonies ; which Plan, under 
the preſent Circumſtances, this Houſe could not comply with 
« and adopt, and yet this Houſe being deſirous of making uſe of 
« all proper Means to effect a Reconciliation, do recommend it to 
„ their Delegates to lay the ſame Plan before the Continental 

«Congreſs for their-confideration.”- s 88 

| rue Copy from the pur nal, 
e RIchARD SMITH, Clerk of Aen. 
Copy of a Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, February 20, 
« RESOLVED, That when the * Council, and Aſemblz 
or General Court of any of his Majeſty's Provinces or Colonies 
America, /hall propoſe to make Proviſion according to the condil. 
« on, circumſtances, and ſituations of ſuch Province or Colony, fi 
contributing their Proportion for the common Defence, (ſuch pit 
| | | | | | | | = cc por 145 


OY 


rom Neaw- Fer/ey laid before them a Minute from the 
Journals of the Aſſembly of that Colony, together with a reſolu- 
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. portion to be raiſed under the authority of the G akon Cott or 


« General Aſſembly of ſuch Province or Colony, and diſpoſable by Par- 


« liamept,) and ſhall engage to make Proviſion alſo for the Support 


« of the Civil Government, and the adminiſtration of Fuſtice in ſuch 


Province or Colony, it will be proper, if ſuch Propoſal ſhall be ap- 
proved by his Majeſty and the two Houſes of Parliament, and for 
&« ſo long as ſuch Proviſion ſhall be made. accordingly, to forbear, in 


* reſpect of ſuch Province or Colony, to levy any Duty, Tax, or fe 
« ſeſment, except only ſuch Duties as it may be expedient to continue 


« to levy or to impoſe for the Regulation of Commerce, the neat Pro- 


te duce of the Duties laſt mentioned, to be carried to the Account of 
« ſuch Province or Colony reſpectively.” 


OzDErED, That the above be referred to the Committee for 


taking into conſideration the ſtate of Auerica. 


The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf into a Committee af the whole, : 
to take into conſideration the ſtate of America; after ſome time 


ſpent therein the Preſident reſumed the Chair, aa Mr. Ward re- 


ported from the Committee that they had come to ſome Reſolu- 
tions which he was defired to report, but not having Anime ty 15 


Buſineſs, deſired him to move for leave to ſit again. 


The report from the Committee being read, the Congref came 7 


into the following Reſolutions. 


| RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That his Majeſty's wolt faithful 
Subjects in theſe Colonies are reduced to a dangerous and critical 
"jane by the attempts of the Brizi/h Miniſtry to carry into 


Executibn, by force of Arms, ſeveral uncouſtitutional and oppreſ- 


five Acts of the Britiſh Parliament for laying Taxes in America: 
to enforce the collection of thoſe Taxes, and for Altering. and 


changing the Conſtitution and internal Police of ſome of theſe 
Colonies, i in violation of the natural and civil Rights of the Co- 


| loniſts. 
Hoſtilities being actually commenced in the Mafachuſetts-Bay, : 
by the Britiſh Troops under the command of General Gage, and 


the lives of a Number of the Inhabitants of that Colony deſtroyed, 

the Town of Boſton having not only been long occupied as a gar- 
riſoned Town in an Enermy's Country, but the Inhabitants thereof 
treated with a ſeverity and cr uelty not to be juſtified even towards 
declared Enemies; large re- inf >rcements too being ordered and 


ſoon expected, for the declared Purpoſe of compelling theſe Colo- 


mes to ſubmit to the operation of the ſaid Acts; that therefore, for 
the expreſs Purpoſe of ſecuring and defending theſe Colonies, and 
preſerving them 1n Safety again all Attempts to carry the ſaid 
Acts into Execution by force of Arms, theſe Colonies be imme» 
diately put into a ſtate of Deience. 

But, as we moſt ardently wiſh for a reſtoration of the Harmony 


| formerly ſubſiſting between our Mother Country and theſe Colo- 
nies, the i Interruption of which mult, at all events, be exceedingly 
injurious 


n 
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with the Country. 


= cliatory Meaſures, will be ſucceſsful. 


5 ſideration the ſtate of America. 


| Injurious to both Countries, that with a ee Deſign of « contri. ray, 


buting by all the Means in our Power, not incompatible with a to th 


juſt Regard for the undoubted Rights and true Intereſts of theſe after 


Colonies, to the promotion of this moſt deſireable Reconciliation, R 
an humble and dutiful Petition be preſented to his Majeſty. judge. 
RxsOLvxD, That Meaſures be entered into for opening a Ne. tion, 
ociation, in order to accommodate the unhappy Diſputes ſubſiſt- WWE wher 
ing between Great-Britain and theſe Colonies, and that this be of th 
made a Part of the Petition to the King. be cc 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That the Militia of New-York be Reo 


armed and trained, and in conſtant readineſs to act at a Moments Conv 
warning; and that a Number of Men be immediately embodied and may 
kept in that City, and fo diſpoſed of as to give Protection to the and 1 


Inhabitants, in caſe any Inſult ſhould be offered by the Troops, 
that may land there, and to prevent any Attempts that may be 
made to gain Poſſeſſion of the ad. and Ire its intercourſe 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, That it be recommended to the 
Provincial Convention at New-York, to perſevere the more vigour- 
fly in preparing for their Defence, as it is very uncertain whether 


the earneſt Endeavours of the Congreſs, to accomodate the unhap- nada 


y Differences between Great-Britain and the Colonies, by con- appr 


Upon Motion, AGREED, That Mr. Jay, Mr. S. Aue, od 
Mr. Deane, be a Committee to * and bring 1 in a Letter to 
the People of Canada. the 1 

REs0LvED, That this Congreſs will to-morrow again reſolve ger e 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into farther con- your 


Adjourned till to- morrow at nine o'clock. 8i 

— | i | conf} 
SATURDAY, May 27, 1775. 5 of th 

The Congreſs met according to adjournment. -: Yeu : 
The Preſident laid before the Congrels a Letter from the Con the I 
vention of New- Ferſe Y, which was read, and referred t to the Com- devot 
mittee of the whole. | comr 
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Information being given, that . is a Gentleman in TL who 
can give a full and juſt Account of the ſtate of Affairs in Canada. 

OgDERED, That he be introduced, which was done. 

The Committee appointed to draught a Letter to the Inhabi- 
tants of Canada, gprought in the Letter, which was read, and af 
ter ſome debate, re- committed to the ſame Committee. 

Upon Motion, ARE ED, That Mr. Waſhington, Mr. Schuyler, 
Mr. Miflin, Mr. Deane, Mr. Morris, and Mr. S. Adams, be à 
Committee, to conſider on ways and means to ſupply theſe Colo- 
nies with Ammunition and Military Stores. 

Upon Motion, The Memorial of Robert Murray and zal Mur. 
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after ſome time ſpent thereon. 
Res0LvED, That where any Perſon hath been or ſhall be ad- 
judged by a Committee, to have violated the Continental Aſſocia- 


tion, and ſach offender ſhall ſatisfy the Convention of the Colony, 


where the Offence was or ſhall be committed, or the Committee 


of the Pariſh of St. John's in the Colony of Georgia, if the Offence 


be committed there, of his Contrition for his Offence, and ſincere 


| Reſolution to conform to the Aſſociation for the future, the ſaid 
Convention, or Committee of the Pariſh of St. 7obz's aforeſaid, 
may ſettle the Terms upon which he may be reſtored to the favour 
and forgiveneſs of the Public, and that the Terms be publiſhed. 


OD ERED, That this be made Public. 


Rx $0LveD, That the Order of the Day be poſtponed till Monday. 


Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clock. 


MoxpA v, May 29, 1775. | 


| The Congreſs met according to adjournment. _ 
The Committee to whom the Letter to the Inhabitants of Ca- 

nada was re-committed, brought in the ſame, which was read and 

approved, and is as follows: | „ 


To the oppreſſed Inhabitants of Canada. 
Friends and Countrymen, Ee, = 
Alarmed by the deſigns of an arbitrary Miniſtry to extirpate 


the Rights and Liberties of all America, a ſenſe of common Dan- 
ger conſpired with the Dictates of Humanity, in urging us to call 
your Attention, by our late Addreſs, to this very important 


Since the concluſion of the late War, we have been happy in 
conſidering you as Fellow Subjects, and from the Commencement 


of the preſent Plan for ſubjugating the Continent, we have viewed 
ou as Fellow-Sufferers with us. As we were both entitled by 


the Bounty of an indulgent Creator to Freedom, and being both 
devoted by the cruel Edicts of a deſpotic Adminiftration, to 
common Ruin, we perceived the fate of the Proteſtant and Ca- 
tholic Colonies to be ſtrongly linked together, and therefore in- 
vited you to join with us in reſolving to be Free, and in rejecting, 
with Diſdain, the Fetters of Slavery, however artfully poliſhed. 
We moſt ſincerely condole with you on the arrival of that Day, 


in the courſe of which, the Sun could not ſhige on a ſingle Free- 
man in all your extenſive Dominion. Be aſſured that your un- 
merited Degradation has engaged the moſt unfeigned Pity of your 
| filter Colonies ; and we flatter ourſelves you will not, by tamely 
bearing the Yoke, ſuffer that Pity to be ſupplanted by Contempt. 
When hardy Attempts are made to deprive Men of Rights be- 
owe by the Alm ighty, when Avenues are cut through e: moſt 
da a EIS Fel — ne 


ray, ec deſiring to be reſtored to their former ſituation with reſpe&t 
to their Commercial Privileges,” was taken into conſideration, and 


— — — — 
. - f 


— 


Children are made Slaves. 
your own, and all the Fruits of your Labour and Induſtry may 


* 
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ſolemn Compacts for the e of Deſpotiſm, when a 


plighted Faith of Government ceaſes to give Security to dutiful 


Subjects, and when the inſidious Stratagems and Maneeuvres of 


Peace become more terrible than the ſanguinary Operations of 


War, it is high time for them to aſſert thoſe Rights, and, with 
honeſt Ind gnaUcn, oppoſe the Torrent of Qpprcinon iin in 


upon them. 


By the Introduction of your preſent Form of Government, or 
rather preſent Form of Ty ranny, you and your Wives and your 
You have nothing that you can call 


be taken from you, whenever an avaricious Governor and a rapa- 


cious Council may incline to demand them. You are liable by their 
Edicts to be tranſported into foreign Cour:tries to fight Battles in 
which you have no Intereſt, and to ſpill your Blood in Conflicts 


from which neither Honour nor Emolument can be derived: Nay, 


the enjoyment of your very Religion, on the preſent Syſtem, de- 


pends on a Legiſlature in which you have no Share, and over 


| which you have no Controul, and your Priefts are expoſed to Ex- 


pulſion, Baniſhment, and Kuin, whenever their Wealth and Pol- 


ſeſſions furniſh ſufficient Temptation. They cannot be ſure that 


a virtuous Prince will always fill the 'Throne, and ſhould a wicked 
or a careleſs King concur with a wicked Miniſtry in extracting 
the Treaſure and Strength of your Country, it is impoſſible to con- 


ceive to what variety and to what extremes of wretchedneſs you 
may, under the preſent Eitabliſhment, be reduced. 


We are informed you have already been called upon to waſte 
your Lives in a Conteſt with us. Should you, by complying in 


this Inſtance, aſſent to your new Eſtabliſhment, and a War break 
out with France, your Wealth and your Sons may be ſent to periſh 


in expeditions againſt their Iſlands in the Weſt- Indies. 


t cannot be preſumed that theſe confiderations will have no 
weight with you, or that you are ſo loſt to all ſenſe of Honour. 


We can never believe that the preſent Race of Canadians are ſo de- 


_ generated as to poſſeſs neither the Spirit, the Gallantry, nor the 


Courage of their Anceſtors. You certainly will not permit the 
infamy and diſgrace of ſuch Puſillanimity to reſt on your own 
Heads, and the conſequences of it on your Children forever. 

We for our Parts are determined to live free or not at all, and 
are reſolved that Poſterity ſhall never reproach us with having 
brought Slaves into the World. 

Permit us again to repeat that we are your Friends, not your 
Enemies, and be not impoſed upon by thoſe who may endeavour 


to create Animoſities. The taking of the Fort and Military Stores 


at Ticonderoga and Croaun-Point, and the armed Veſſels on the 
Lake, was dictated by the great Law of Self-preſervation. 'They 


were intended to annoy us, and to cut off that friendly Intercourſe 
and 
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and Same which has hitherto ſubſiſted between you and 
us. We hope it has given you no uneaſineſs, and you may rely 


on our Affurances, that theſe Colonies will purfue no Meaſures 

of whatever, but ſuch as Friendſhip and a regard for our mutual 
1th Safety and Intereſt may Suggeſt. 
in As our concern for your Welfare entitles us to your Fr tendbip, 

ve preſume you will not, by doing us Injury, reduce us to the diſ- 

or agreeable Neceſſity of Co you as Enemies. 
our We yet entertain Hopes of your uniting with us in the Defeace | 
call of our common Liberty, and there is yet reaſon to believe, that 
nay ſhould we join in imploring the attention of our Sovereign, to the 
pa- unmerited and unparalelled Oppreſſions of his American Subjects, 
heir he will at length be undeceived, and forbid a licentious 2 
in any longer to riot in the Ruins of the Rights of Mankind. 
icts OapER ED, That the above Letter be ſigned by the Prefident. 
ay, ' OxnereD, That Mr. Dickin/in and Mr. Mifflin be a Committee 
de- to get the Letter tranſlated into the French Language, and tg have 
over one thouſand Copies of it, ſo tranſlated, printed, in order to Be 
Ex- ſent to Canada, and diſperſed among the Inhabitants there. 


Upon Motion, ResoLveD, That no Proviſions or Neceſſaries of 
that any kind be exported to the Iſland of Nantucket, except from the 


ked Colony of Mafachuſetts-Bay, the Convention of which Colony is 


ting deſired to take Meaſures for effectually providing the ſaid INand, 
con- ¶ upon their application to purchaſe the ſame, with as much Provi- 
you ſion, as ſhall be neceſſary for its internal Uſe and no more. 

DE The Congreſs deeming it of great Importance to North Ameri- 
vaſte ca, that the Briliſh Fiſhery ſhould not be furniſhed with Proviſi- 
g in ons from the Continent Bars Nantuckut, earneſtly recommend 
reak a vigilant Execution of this Reſolve to all Committees. 
eriſh OrDErED, That the above Reſolve be immediately publiſhed. 

| As the preſent critical Situation of the Colonies renders it bigh- | 
> no ly neceſſary that Ways and Means ſhould be deviſed for the 9 


jour. and ſecure conveyance of Intelligence from one end of the Conti- | 


o de- nent to the other. 

3 RESOLVED, That Mr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch, Mr. 7 Mr. Wir. — 
ling, Mr. S. dams, and Mr. P. Livingſton, be a Committee to 
conſider oh beſt Means of eſtabliſhing Pofts for conveying Letters 
and Intelligence through this Continent. 


and REesoLvED, That the order of ehe Day be e till to- 

wing morrow. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at nine 0 o'clock. 

our 
Leo Tursbav, May 30, 1776. 
tores The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 
1 the A Member informed the Congreſs, that a Gentleman juſt ar- 
They ed from London, had brought with him a Paper, which he ſays 
ourſe he recety ed from Lord North, and which was written, at the defire. 

and | — 
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ö of his Lordſhip, by Mr. Grey Cooper, Under-Secretary to the AW itſelf 
| Treaſury, and as the Gentleman underſtood it to be his Lotdhip's MR Confic 
| deſire that it ſhould be communicated to the Congreſs, for that A 
f Purpoſe he had put it into his Hands. The Member farther ob. 1775, 
| Terved, that he had ſhewn the Paper to a Member near him, who Intelli 
| was well acquainted with the Hand-writing of Mr. Cooper, and WW Regu] 
0 baer he verily believes the Paper was written by Mr. „ the I 
| The Paper being read, is as follows : with 2 
I! % THAT it is earneſtly hoped by all the real Friends of the carnel 
| Americans, that the Terms expreſſed in the Reſolution of the being 
| 20th of February, laſt, will be accepted by all the Colonies, wo Re 
|. have the leaſt Affection for their King and Country, or a juſt Senſe WF immec 
i of their own Intereſt. W Grow; 
| „That theſe Terms are honorable fie Great-Britain ntl ſafe A and ot 
| for the Colonies. Defen 
That if the Colonies a are not blinded by Faction, cheſe Term and th 
will remove every Grievance relative to Taxation, and be the Baſis this R 
of a Compact between the Colonies and the Mother-Country. Hand ot 
| That the People in America OS on ry Contideration cient | 
= to be ſatisfied with them. s Ok: 
„ „Tphat no further Relaxation can be admitted. in a I. 
| The Temper and Spirit of the Nation are ſo much againk ventio! 
| __ Conceſſions, that if it were the Intention of Adminiſtration, they Orr 
a could not carry the Queſtion. nor 77 
i « But Adminiſtration have no ſuch deten ties as they. are ful appoin 
and firmly perſuaded, that further Conceſſions would be 1 unjurod Forces 
| to the Colonies as well as to Great-Britain. 8 Adj 
„That there is not the leaſt FINE of a Change of Al 
1 miniſtration. 55 
| „That they are perſeckly united in Opinion; and Ace . 
5 to purſue the moſt effectual Meaſures, and to uſe the whole Force The 
ll of the Kingdom, if it be found neceflary, to reduce the rebelliowM ply th, 
| and refractory Provinces and Colonies. in thei 
F | «© There is ſo great a Spirit in the Nation againſt the Congress of the 
| that the People will bear the temporary Diltreſles of a Stoppage Urc 
i of the American Trade. | Gover 
| They may depend on this to be true,” Colon) 
| OxvereD, To lie on the Table. the 8 
i Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congreſs 9 it from +] 
| ſelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into Conſideratio Conve 
| the State of America, and continued ſo to do the Day following the Tr 
when after ſome Time, the Preſident reſumed the Chair, and M. aries r 
| Ward reported from the Committee, that they had proceeded i As 1 
i | the Buſineſs, but not having come to a Concluſion, defired him to of theſ. 
move for Leave to fit again. . Res 
RESOLVED, That this Congreſs will To-morrow again 'refol dertake 


itcel 
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the WS itſelf into a Committee of the Whole to take into their farther 


ip cConſideration the State of America. 5 

that A Letter from Col. Arnold, dated Croaun-Point, May 2 3. 
ob. 1775, was laid before the Congreſs, informing that he had certain 
who Intelligence, that „on the 19th there were then four hundred 


E Regulars at S. John's, making all poſſible Preparation to croſs 


and 
the Lake, and expected to be joined by a Number of [ndians, 


the earneſtly calling for a Reinforcement and Supplies. This Letter 
the being taken into Conſideration, N 55 
Who RES OL VID, That the Governor of Connecticut be requeſted 
Senſe immediately to fend a ſtrong Reinforcement to the Garriſons of 


8 Crow:-Point and Ticonderoga, and that ſo many of the Cannon 
ſaſe and other Stores be retained as may be neceſſary for the immediate 
'erms | 
Baſis this Reſolve, and deſired to furniſh thoſe Troops with Proviſions 
5 and other neceſſary Stores, and to take effectual Care that a ſuffi - 
ation, MW cient Number of Batteaus be immediately provided for the Lakes. 
OspExED, That the above Reſolve be immediately tranſmitted. 
in a Letter by the Preſident to Governor Trumbull and the Con- 
gaink 7. 88 „ 
they Os pERED, That the Preſident in his Letter acquaint Gover- 
nor Trumbull that it is the Deſire of the Congreſs that he ſhould 
e fully appoint a Perſon, in whom he can confide, to command the 
urious Forces at Croaun-Point and Ticonderoga. . 
WW Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. 
f Ad- NO e „ 
. | ThursDaAY, June 1, 1775, 
The Congreſs met according to Adjournment. 5 
The Committee appointed to conſider Ways and Means to ſup— 


rminel 
Force 
zell1ous 


ugrels, 


oppay 


Jof the whole. : | 8 | Pl 
Uron Moriox, ResoLvtD, That it be recommended to the 


Colony, to appoint Commiſſaries to receive at Albany and forward 


lved it- 


| from the Provincial Convention of New-Yor, and that the ſaid 
eration Convention uſe their utmoſt Endeavours in facilitating and aiding | 
lowing: the Tranſportation thereof from thence to where the ſaid Commif- 
and Mr farics may direct. 
>eded i As this Congreſs has nothing more in View than the Defence 
. | . , 
L him to of theſe Colonies, e . 


. RESOLVED, That no Expedition or Incurſion ought to be un- 
n reſolet 


itlel or 


with a Deſign of re- taking Crown-Point and Ticonderoga,” and 


Defence of thoſe Poſts, until further Order from this Congreſs, 
and that the Provincial Convention of New-York be informed of 


ply theſe Colonies with Ammunition and Military Stores, brought 
in their Report, which was read and referred to the Committee 


| Government of Connecticut, or the General of the Forces of that 


the Supplies of Proviſions, for the Forces on Lake Champlain, 


dertaken or made, by any Colony or Body of Coloniſts, againſt 
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or into Canada ; ; and that this Reſolve be immediately tranſmitted 


to the Commander of the Forces at Ticonderoga. 


OrDptrED, That the above Reſolve be tranſlated into the Fram 


Language, and tranſmitted, with the Letter to the Inhabitants 
of Canada. 


Ozvere, That the Preſident Wie a "Copy: of the abort 


to New-York, and the other Colonies bordering on Canada. 


A Petition from the Committee repreſenting the People in 
that Part of Auguſta County, in the Colony of Virginia, on the 


Weſt Side of wg Allegheny Mountain, was laid before the Con- 
| greſs and read, intimating « Fears of a Rupture with the Indian 


on Account of Lord Dunmore's Conduct,“ and deſiring “ Com- 


der een from the Colony of Virginia and Province of Pernſylva- 
nia, to attend a Meeting of the Indians at Pitiſburg, on Behalf of 
_ theſe Colonies,” 


OxpERED, That the ch be referred to the Delegates of the 


_ Colonies of Virginia and Penn/yloania. 


The Congreſs then, agreeable to the Order of the Day, reſol- 


ved it ſelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into Conſidera- 
tion the State of America, and after ſome Time ſpent therein the 
Preſident reſumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported from the 


Committee, that they had taken the Matters referred to them into 
Conſideration, but not having yet come to a Wer er weh deſired 
him to move for Leave to fit again. 

ResoLvED, That this Congreſs will to-morrow again reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther 
Conſideration the State of America. | 

Adjourned till to- morrow at nine 0 clock. 


Friar, June 7, 775. 


The Congreſs met 1 to Fe 
The Preſident laid before the Congreſs a Letter from the Pro- 
vincial Convention of Maſachuſetts-Bay, dated May 16, which 


was read, ſetting forth the Difficulties they labour under fox want 
-of 8 regular Form of Government, and as they and the other Co- 


lonies are now compelled to raiſe an Army to defend themſelves 


from the Butcheries and Devaſtations of their implacable Enemies, 


which renders it {till more neceſſary to have a regular eſtabliſhed 
Government, requeſting the Congreſs to favour them with“ ex- 
plicit Advice reſpecting the taking up and exerciſing the Powe!s 
of civil Government,” "and declaring their Readineſs to ſubmit 
to ſuch a general Plan as the Congreſs may direct for the Colonies, 
or make it their great Study to eſtabliſh ſuch a Form of Govern- 
ment there, as ſhall not only promote their Advantage, but tht 
Union and Intereſt of all 4merica.” 

_ OrxpeReD, To lie on the Table for farther Conſideration. Po 
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Doctor We Church being Yedda by the Convention of 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, to confer with the Congreſs reſpecting ſuch 
other Matters, as may be neceſſary to the Defence of that Colony 
and particularly the State of the Army therein; 
ORDERED, That he be introduced. 
| After he withdrew, an Expreſs arriving with Diſpatches from 
Maſſachuſetts-Bay, the Preſident laid before the Congreſs Letters 
from the Conventions of that Colony and dare; cath alſo | 
from Governor Trumbull, which were read. 
Urox Morion, REesoLven, That no Bill of Exchange, | 
Draught or Order of any Officer in the Army or Navy, their A- 
nts or Contractors be received, or negotiated, or any Money 
ſupplied | to them by any Perſon in America ; 
That no Proviſions or Neceſſaries of any Kind he furniſhed or 
ſupplied to or for the Uſe of the Briti/h Army or Navy, „in the 
Colony of Maſachuſetts- Bay; ps 
Tur no Veſſel employed in tranſporting Britiſh Troops to A. 


' merica, or from one Part of North- America to another, or warlike 


Stores or Proviſions for ſaid Troops be freighted or furniſhed with 
Proviſions or any e untll further Orders from this 
Congreſs. OS 
OzDErED, That the above Refolres be rumediately publiſhed. 
The Order of the Day being are, the Congreſs e 


till to-morrow at nine o clock. 


83 CURDAY, June 3, 1775. 

Met according to Adjournment. 

A Letter from the Convention of We Ter together with ſun- 
dry Letters and Papers encloſed, from Albany, were Jaid before 
the Congreſs and read. 

OnveneD, to lie on the Table. | 
The Letter from the Convention of Maſſachuſetts, dated the 
16th May, being again read. 
RESOLVED, That a Commmittee of five Perſons be choſen to 


| conſider the ſame, and report what in their en is the proper 


Advice to be given to that Convention. 
The following Perſons were choſen by Ballot, to 4 that. 


Committee, viz. Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Jobnſon, Mr. ay, Mr. 


Wilſin and Mr. Lee. 


ResoLvep, That a Committee of five be appointed to draught 
a Petition to the King. 

That another Committee of hires be appointed to prepare: an 
Addreſs to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain. 

That another Committee of four be appointed to prepare an 
Addreſs to the People of Ireland. 
That another Committee of three be appointed to bring i in the 
Draught of a Letter to the Inhabitants of Jamaica. 
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g That another Committee of five be appointed to bring in an Eſ. 
timate of the Money neceſſary to be raiſed. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to chuſe by Ballot the ſeveral 

Committees, when, Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. Johnſon, Mr. F. Rut. 


ledge, Mr. Fay, and Mr. Franklin, were elected to compoſe the firſt; W 
Mr. Lee, Mr. R. R. Livingſton, and Mr. Pendleton, for the ſe. 


cond; Mr. Duane, Mr. V. Livingſton, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr. 
F. Adams. for the third; Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wilſon, and Mr, 
Lynch, for the fourth; and Mr. Waſhington, Mr. Schuyler, Mr, 


Deane, Mr. Cuſhing, and Mr. Heaves,. for the fifth. 


Adjourned till Monday at nine o'clock. 
On Monday and Tueſday the Congreſs n niet and. adjourned, to 


give the Committees Time to bring 1 in their Report. 


WEDNESDAY, June 7, 1775 


The Congreſs met according to adjournment. 
The Committee appointed to make an eſtimate of the Moniy 


5 neceſſary to be raiſed brought in their report, which was read A 
referred to the Committee of the whole. 


On Motion, REsoLveD, That Thurſday the 20th of July next, 


be obſerved throughout the Twelve United Colonies, as a Day of 


Humiliation, Faſting, and Prayer ; and that Mr. Hooper, Mr. 7. 


| Adams, and Mr. Paine, be a Committee to bring in a Reſolve for 
"that Furpoſe. 


The Committee appointed to prepare Advice in Abet to the 
Letter from the Convention of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, brought in 
their report, which was read and ordered to lie on the Table for 
conſideration. 


Agrecable to the order of the Day, the Congreſs reſalved them- 


| ſelves into a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther con- 


fideration the tate of America; after tome time ſpent thereon, the 
Preiident reſumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the 


Committee had proceeded in the Buſineſs referred to them, but 
not having come to a concluſion, defired him to move for leave to 


ſit again. | 


Rre$S0LVE», That this Congreſs will to morrow again e 


themſelves into a Committee of the whole, to take into their far- 
ther conſideration the ſtate of Jinerica. And that this be a ſtand- 
ing Order till the Buſineſs is compleated, 
Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. 


TavnIDAY, 7 8. 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 

The Congreſs being informed that a Major Shene, with ſome 
other Officers, who arrived laſt Evening in a Veſlel from London, 
were, with their Papers, in the cuſtody of the Troops of this City; 
that the ſaid Stere has lately been appointed Governor of the Forts 
of Ticonderoga and Crown-Point ; that one of the Officers with him 
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s a Lieutenant in the Regulars now in the Province of Quebec; 
and moreover, that the ſaid Skeze had declared, that he has au- 
thority to raiſe a Regiment 1 in America; from all this, apprehend- 
ing that the ſaid Sterne is a dangerous Partiſan of Adminiſtration 
and that his Papers may eontain Intelligence of Miniſterial Deſigns 
againſt America, very important to be known ; 

ResoLveD, That a Committee be appointed to examine the 
Papers of the faid Skene and Lieutenant in their Preſence ; 

That the Committee conſiſt of Mr, 7. Adams, Mr. Deane, and 
Mr. Miflin s | | 

That the ſaid Committee be upon howour to conceal whatever 
| of a Private Nature may come to their Knowledge by ſuch exami- 
nation; and that they communicate to this Congreſs what they 
| ſhall diſcover relative to the preſent Diſpute between Great-Britain 
and America. 

The remainder of the Day being ft 5s in a Committee of the | 

Whole on the ſtate of America, the * AGJPUrmed till to- 
morrow at nine 0 o'clock, 


"Pear; Tur 9, 1775. 
Net * 1eeording to adjournment. _ 
Tb ort of the Committee on the Letter from the e 
or 731 ee 1 Bay being 8 N read, the Congreſs came to 
the tt owing Reſolution: 

| i „EP, That no Obedience be due to the Act of Parlia- 
ment altering the Charter of the Colony of Maſſachuſettu- Bay, nor 
to Governor or Lieutenant-Governor who will not obſerve the Di- 


em- WW re&i5ns of, but endeavour to Subvert that Charter, the Governor 
on- and Lieutenant Governor of that Colony are to be conſidered as 
the W abſent, and their Offices Vacant; and as there is no Council there, 
the and the inconveniences ariſing 8 the ſuſpenſion of the Powers 
but of Government are intoller able, eſpecially at a time when General 
e to Gage hath ; actually levied War and is carrying on Hoſtilities againſt 
2 his Majeſty's peaceable and loyal Subjects of chat Colony; that, 
ſolve in order to conform as near as may be to the Spirit and Subſtance 
far- of the Charter, it be recommended tothe Provincial Convention to 
and- WW write Letters to the Inhabitants of the ſeveral Places, which are inti- 
tuled to repreſentation i in Aſſembly, requeſting them to chuſe ſuch 
| Repreſentatives, and that the Aſſembly, when choſen, do elect 
| Councellors; and that ſuch Aſſembly or Council exerciſe the 
| Powers of Comment; until a Governor of his Majeſty” s appoint- 
ment will conſent to govern the Colony according to its Charter, 
ſome OkDErED, That the Preſident tranſmit a Copy of the above to 
don, the Convention of Mafſachuſetts- Bay. | 
City; Adjourned till to- morrow at nine o clock. 
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Saturar, June 10, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Sundry Letters from Maſachuſets-Bay, Ticonderoga, c 
Point, &c. being laid before the Congreſs, were read; and the 
ſame being taken into conlideration, the Congreſs came to the fol. 
lowing Reſolutions : 

Re SOLVED, That it be recommended to the ſeveral Towns and 
Diſtricts in the Colonies of Mafachuſetts-Bay, Meau-Haimpſbin, 

 Rhade-1fland, and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, 
and the eaſtern Diviſion of News- Ferſey, to collect all the Salt- Petre 

and Brim-ftone in their ſeveral Towns and Diſtricts, and tranſmit 
the fame, with all Poſſible Diſpatch, to the Provincial Convention 
at New-York. _ 
TPu)hat it be recommended to the Provincial Convention of the 
: Colony of New-York, to have the Powder-Mills in that Colony 
put into ſuch a condition, as immediately to Manufacture into 
Gun-Powder, for the uſe of the Continent, whatever Material 
1 be procured i in the Manner above directed. 

That it be recommended to the Committees of the weſtern Di: 
viſion of Mau- Ferſey, the Colonies of Pennſylvania, Lower Coun- 
ties on Delaware, and Maryland, that they, without Delay, col. 

lect the Salt-Petre and Sulphur in their reſpective Colonies, and 
tranſmit the ſame to the Committee for the City and Liberties of 
| Philadelphia; to the end that thoſe Articles may be immediately 
Manufactured into Gun-Powder for the uſe of the Continent. 

That it be recommended to the Conventions and Committees of 
| the Colonies of Vi irginia, North-Garolina, and South- Carolina, that 

they, without delay, collect the Salt-Petre and Sulphur in their 
reſpective Colonies, and procure theſe Articles to be manufactured 
as ſoon as poſſible into Gun-Powder for the Uſe of the Continent. 
Tuhet it be recommended to the ſeveral Inhabitants of the Uni- 
ted Colonies, who are poſſeſſed of Salt- Petre and Sulphur for their 
oven uſe, to diſpoſe them for the Purpoſe of Manufacturing Gun- 
Powder. 


That the Salt- Petre and Sulpher collected in conſequence of the 


above Reſolves of Congreſs, be paid for out of the Continental 
Fund. 
That Mr. Paine, Mr. Lee, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Schuyler, and 
Mr. Johnſan, be a Committee to deviſe ways and means to intro- 
duce the Manufacture of Salt-Petre in theſe Colonies. 

The Committee for examining Governor Skene's Letters, &c. 
having communicated to Congreſs what they found relative to the 
diſpute between Creat- Britain and theſe Colonies 

Upn NMztion, RESOLvED, That Governor Philip Stene, Lieu- 
tenant Moncricf, and Mr. Lundy, be releaſed from their preſent 
conſinement, and permitted to go at large any where within eight 


Miles of the City between Delaware and Schr; Hill, on their Parole 
0 
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of Hosoür 1 not to paſs thoſe Limits, and that they will hold no 


Correſpondence with any Perſon whatſoever, on any political 
Subject. 


That Mr. Gadſen be added to the Committee for examining 


Governor Skexe's Papers, and that ſaid Committee have 1t 1n charge 


to execute the above Reſolve. 
Adjourned. till Monday at nine o clock. 


Moxpv, June 12, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 


The Committee appointed to prepare a Reſolution for a Faſt, 
brought in their report, which being read, was agreed. to as fo | 


3 


erring Wiſdom and Rectitude, but frequently influences the minds 


of Men to ſerve the wiſe and gracious Purpoſes of his Providential 


Government; and it being at all times our indiſpenſible Duty de- 
voutly to acknowledge his ſuperintending Providence, eſpecially 


in times of impending Danger and public Calamity, to reverence | 
and adore his immutable Juſtice, as well as to implore his merciful 


Interpoſition for our Deliverance: 


This Congreſs, therefore, conſidering the fs: cr ritical, WR 5 
and calamitous State of theſe Colonies, do earneſtly recommend 


that Thur/Jay the 20th Day of July next, be obſerved by the In- 
habitants of all the Eugliſb Colonies on this Continent, as a Day 
of public Humiliation, Faſting and Prayer; that we may, with 


united Hearts and Voices, unfeignedly confeſs and deplore our 
many Sins; and offer up our joint Supplications to the all-wiſe, 
| omnipotent, and merciful Diſpoſer of all Events; humbly be ſeech- 
ing him to forgive our Iniquities, to remove our preſent Calami- 
ties, to avert thoſe deſolating Judgments, with which we are 


threatened, and to bleſs our rightful Sovereign King George the 
Third, and to inſpire him with Wiſdom to difcern and 4 0 the 
true Intereſt of his Subjects, that a ſpeedy end may be put to the 


civil diſcord between Great- Britain and the American Colonies, 
without farther effuſion of Blood: And that the Briz//h Nation 


may be influenced 10 regard the things that belong to her Peace, before 


| they are hid from her Eyes: That theſe Colonies may ever be unger 
the Care and Protection of a kind Providence, and be proſpered 
in all their Intereſts; that the divine Bleſſing may deſcend and reſt 


upon all our civil 3 and upon the Repreſentatives of the 
People in their ſeveral Aſſemblies and Conventions, that they ma: 


be directed to wiſe and effectual Meaſures for preſervin g the Union : 
and ſecuring the juſt Rights and Privileges of the Colonies; that 


Virtue and true Religion may revive and flouriſh throughout our 
Land; and that all America may ſoon behold a gracious interpoii- 
tion 


As the Great Governor of the World, I his FRF and uni- 
verſal Providence, not only conducts the Sante of Nature with un | 
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whole, to take into Conſideration the Ways and Means of raiſing 
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tion of Heaven for the redreſs of her many Grievances, the Reſto, bs 
ration of her invaded Rights, a reconciliation with the Parent po Ar 
State, on Terms conſtitutional and honourable to both; and that The : 
her civil and religious Privileges may be ſecured to the lateſt Poſte Mr. IV, 
rit | 
And it 18 recommended to Chriſtians of all d to al. * 2 
ſemble for public Worſhip, and to abſtain from ſervile Labour and Wo 1 
Recreation on ſaid Day. "Ps 
ORDERED, That a Copy of the bore be Sued py the Preſ. "IX 1 


dent, and atteſted by the Secretary, and publiſhed in the News- 3 
papers, and in Hand-Bills. 7 13 


The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the tel in 


Money, and having ſpent thereon the Remainder of the Day and en 
| the uy following, adjourned till Wedneſday at nine o'clock. | pleated 
WrzbngEspAv, June 14. 2775) Low 


Met according to Adjournment. 


= Agreeable to the ſtanding Order of the Day, the Congreſs re re 1 
| falved itſelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into Conſide- The 


ration the State of America; and after ſome Time ſpent thereon, I 17..._7. 
the Preſident reſumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the 


read, 

Committee had come to certain Reſolutions, which he was order- WM Res 
ed to report, but not having come to a Concluſion, they deſired 8 
him to move for Leave to ſit again. 12228 
The Reſolutions being read were agreed to as follows: ne 


Res0LvEeD, That ſix Companies of expert Riflemen be imme- ¶ concern 
diately raiſed in Pennſylvania, two in Maryland, and two in Vir- LOTS: 
ginia; that each Company conſiſt of a Captain, three Lieutenants, Wa Lette: 


four Serjeants, four Corporals, a Drummer or Trumpeter, and Aore 
ſixty- eight Privates. tee of tl 


That each Company, as foon as 5 march and join Chair, 


the Army near Beſſon, to be there employed as Light Infantry; ſome fan 


| under the Command of the Chief Officer in that Army. The 
That the Pay of the Officers and Privates be as follows, viz. a Resc 
Captain #wenty Dollars per Month; a Lieutenant thirteen Dollars WContine 
and one third of a Dollar per Month ; a Serjeant ezght Dollars per Wrican L 
Month; a Corporal ſev2z Dellars and one third of a Dollar per That 
Month; a Drummer, or Trumpeter the ſame ; Privates Six Dol. nd Ex 
lars cd two thirds of a Dollar per Month; to find their own The 


Arms and Cloaths. Ballot, 
That the Form of the Inliſtment be in the following words: edted. 
1 have this Day voluntarily in- Jo 


lifted myſelf as a 5 Continental Army for one 

Year, unleſs ſooner diſcharged : And I do bind myſelf to conform in 

all Inſtances to ſuch Rules and Regulations, as are or ſhall be eſta: Met a 
bliſhed Ar the C overnment of the ſaid Army. les 
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Urox Moriox, RE SOLVED; That a Committee of five be ap- 
pointed to prepare Rules and 3 for the Government of 


1 the Army. 
= The following! Perſons were choſen to compoſe that Committee, 
te Mr. Waſhington, Mr. Schuyler, Mr. Deane, Mr. Cuſhing, and 
Mr. Hewes. 
al A Letter from the Convention of Naw-Twh, dated roth In- 
ad i tant, reſpecting a Veſſel which is ſtopped there, on Suſpicion of 
having on Board Proviſions for the Army and Navy at Beſton, 
el. vas read and referred to the — of . 
che Connecticut, and New-York. 
„ RigorLveDd, That this Congreſs will to-morrow again reſolve 
the itſelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into farther Conſi- 
"> WW dcration the Ways and Means of raiſing Money, and the State of 
and America. This to be a as 2 Order, until che Buſineſs i is com- 
leated. 
F Adjourned tall to- morrow at nine o clock. 
Tbl. * 15. 1s. 
yp Met according to Adjournment. 
ide- The Committee, to whom the Letter IEG the Convention of 
* * Was referred, brought 1 in their Report, which Heng . 
r 
der- RrsoLveD, That the Thanks of hes Congreſs be given to the 
ured Convention of New-York, for their Vigilance in the Caſe of Capt. 
Coffin's Veſſel, and that it be recommended to them that the Veſſel 
] be unloaded, and the Cargo ſafely ſtored, until all juſt — 
me- concerning the Deſtination of i it ſhall be removed. : 
Vir- OrDerED, That the above be tranſmitted by the Preſident, in 
ants, Na Letter to the Chairman of the Convention of New-York. 
and Agreeable to Order, the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a Commit- 
5 tee of the whole, and after ſome Time the Preſident reſumed the 
join chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the Committee had come to 
atry, {Wome farther Reſolutions, which he was ordered to report. 
The Report of the Committee being read and conſidered, 
12. à ResoLveD, That a General be appointed to command all the 
lars Continental Forces, raiſed or to be raiſed for the Defence of Ame: 
per Nan Liberty. 
per That foe hundred Dellars per Month be allowed for the Pay 
Dol. end Expences of the General. 
own The Congreſs then proceeded to the Choice of a General by 
: N and GEORGE WASHINGTON, Eſq; was unanimouſly e- 
6.2 ected. 
ly in. | Adjourned till to- morr ow at cight 0 clock. 
x oe, 
n in 3 June 16, 1775, 
 efta- Met according to Adjournment, 
U roN 


The 
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The Preſident informed Col. Waſhingtsn that the Congrefs 2 
| Yeſterday unanimonſly made Choice * him to be General and 
Commander in Chief of the American Forces, and requeſted he 
would accept of that Employment ; to TIN Col. "TIO. 
ſtanding in his Place anſwered : 
- Mr. Preſident, 
Though I am truly ſenſible of the high Honour hn me in 
this Appointment, yet, I feel great Diſtreſs from a Conſciouſnek;, 
that my Abilities aud Military Experience may not be equal to 
the extenſive and important Truſt : However, as the Congreſs des 
fire it, I will enter upon the momentous Duty, and exert every 
Power I Ke in their Service, and for Support of the gloriou 
Cauſe. they will accept my moſt cordial Thanks for this 
diſting Ude d ebony of their Approbation. 
"TOM Put, leſt fome unlucky Event ſhould happen unfavourable to 


my Reputation, I beg it may be remembered by every Gentleman | 


in the Room, that I this Day declare with the utmoſt Sincerity, 
I do not think myfelf equal to the Command I am honoured with, 
* As to Pay, Sir, I beg Leave to aſſure the Congreſs, that a: 
no pecuniary. Conſideration could have tempted me to accept this 
_ arduous Employment, at the Expence of my domeſtic Eaſe and 
Happineſs, I do not wiſh to make any Profit from it. I wil 
keep an exact Account of my 3 Thoſe I doubt not 
they will diſcharge, and that is all I deſire.” _ 

REesoLveD, That a Committee be appointed to draught 4 
Commiſſion and Inſtructions for the General. 

The Perfons choſen to compoſe the Committee were Mr. Lis 
Ve. E. Rutledge, and Mr. F. Adam. 

The Papers tranſmitted from the Convention of News-Iul 
* being read ; 

RE SOLVED, That the ſame be referred to a Committee of fire 
and that they report what Steps, in their Opinion, are neceſſary 
to be taken for ſecuring and preſerving the Friendſhip of the Ii 
dian Nations. 

Ihe following Perſons ted for this Committee, viz. Mr. 
Schuyler, Mr. Henty, Mr. Duane, Mr. Wilſon, and Mr. F. L. 
ung fon. 

The Congrels then reſumed the Confiderains of ths Repo! 
from the Committee of the whole, and came to the following Re 
ſolutions. 

RESOLVED, That two Major-Generals be appointed for the 4 
merican Army. 

That the Pay of each of the Major- Generals be one hundred a 
fixty-fix Dollars per Month. 

That when any of theſe a& in a ſeparate N he be 
allowed for his Pay and Expen ces three hupdr ed and thirty 

Dollars per Month. 

That there be eight Brigadiers- General. That 
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That the Pay of each of the Brigadiere-General | be one ee, 
and tabenty- five Dollars per Month. 8 
That there be one Adjutant-General. 
That his Pay be one hundred and twenty-froe Dollars per Month. 
That there be one Commiſſary-General of Stores and Proviſions. 
That his Pay be eighty Dollars per Month. 
That there be one Quarter-Maſter-General for the Grand Ar- 
my, and one Deputy under him for the ſeperate Army. 
That the Pay of the Quarter-Maſter-General be eighty Dollars 
per Month, and that of the Deputy forty Dollars per Flonch . 
That there be one Pay-Maſter-General, and a Deputy under 
him for the Army in a ſeparate Department; that the Pay for the 


Pay-Maſter General himſelf be one hundred Dellari per Month, 


al for the Deputy Pay-Maſter under him, Miy Dollars per Month. 

That there be one Chief Engineer at the Grand A and 
chat his Pay be /xty Dollars per Month. 

That two Aſſiſtants be employed under him, and that the Pay 
of each of them be twenty Dollars per Month. ; 

That there be one Chief Engineer for the Army in in a perde | 
Department, and two Aſſiſtants under him ; that the Pay 
Chief Engineer be /ixty Dollars per Month, and the Pay of the 
Aſſiſtants each twenty Dollars per Month. 

That there be three Aids de Camp ; ; and that their Pay be 
thirty-three Dollars per Month each. Z 

That there be a Secretary to the General; and chat his Pay be 
fixty-/fix Dollars per Month. : 

That there be a Secretary to the 1 acting in a ſe- 
ver Department; and that his Far be thirty- -three Dollars re 

onth. 

That there be a . of the Muſters. 

That his Pay be forty Dollars per Month. 

A Letter from the Convention of New-York, received by Ex- 
preſs, was laid before the Congrels and read, and the ſame RON. 
taken into Conſideration, 

RESOLVED, That the Provincial 8 of >" York be 
"FIR immediately to apply to Governor Trumbull to order the 
Connecticut Troops now ſtationed at Greenwich, Stanford, and 
Farts adjacent, to march towards New-York. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. 


SATURDAY, . 1775. 


Met according to Adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to draught a Commiſſion to the Ge- 
neral, reported the fame, which being read by Paragraphs and 
debated, was e to as follows: 
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in the Exerciſe of their ſeveral Duties. 
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3 VV 
The Delegates of the United Colonies of New- Hampſhire, Maf. 
ſachuſets-Bay, Rhode-IHand, Connecticut, New-York, News Jer. 
fey, Pennſylvania, the Counties of Næucaſfie, Kent, and Suſer 
on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and South 
Carolina. i e 
To GEORGE WASHINGTON, EsQq. 
WE, repoſing ſpecial Truſt and Confidence in your Patriotiſin, Va. 


122 


bur, Conduct, and Fidelity, do, by theſe Preſents conflitute and appoint 
you to be General and Commander in Chief, of the Army of the United 


Colonies, and of all the Forces now raiſed or to be raiſed by them, and 
of all others who ſhall voluntarily offer their Service, and join th 
aid Army for the Defence of American Liberty, and for .repelling 


every hoſtile Invaſion thereof: And you are hereby veſted with full 
Poder and Authority to adt as you ſhall think for the good and welfart 
| of the Service. „„ 5 3 


And ue do hereby ſtrictly charge and require all Officers and Soldi- 
ers under your Command, to be obedient to your Orders, and diligent 


And we do alſo enjoin and require you, to be careful in executing 


the great Truſt repoſed in you, by cauſing firiet Diſcipline and Order 


to be obſerved in the Army, and that the Soldiers be duly exerciſed, 
und provided with all convenient Neceſſarzes. 

Aud you are to regulate your Conduct in every reſpect by the Rules 
and Diſcipline of War, (as herewith given you, ] and pugtually to ob. 


ſerve and follow fuch Orders and Directions from time to time, as you 


185 Hall receive from this or a future Congreſs of theſe United Coloniet, 


or Committee of Congreſs. 


This Commiſſion to continue in Force, until revoked by this or a fi. 
ture Congreſs. 1 wet 


F : By Order of the Congreſs. 
' OnvirtD, That the ſame be fairly tranſcribed, ſigned by the 


Preſident, atteſted by the Secretary, and delivered to the Genes 


ral! . e nweef 

RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, Whereas the Donn of all 
the Colonies from Nova Scotia to Georgia, in Congreſs aſſembled, 
have unanimouſly choſen George Waſhington, Eſq. to be General 


and Commander in Chief, of ſuch Forces as are or ſhall be raiſed 


for the maintainence and preſervation of American Liberty; this 
Congreſs doth now declare, that they will maintain and aſſiſt him, 


and adhere to him the ſaid George Waſhington, with their 1 
and Fortunes in the ſame Cauſe. | | 


The Congreſs then proceeded to the choice of the Officers in 

the Army by Ballot. „ 
Artemus Ward, Eſq. was choſen firſt Major General. 
Horatio Gates, Eſq. Adjutant General. 


| RRS Ol. VED; 


Joxt, 1773. 1 0 
RISsOLV Ep, That Horatio Gates, Eſq. now choſen Adjutant- 


Maf. General, ſhall have the rank of Brigadier-General. | 
Jer. Charles Lee, Eſq. ſecond Major-Generul. 
uſſer 3 all Monday at nine o clock. 


Monvay, June 19, 775. 


Met according to adjournment. 
The Preſident laid before the Congreſs ſundry 3 he had 


s 72 received from Maſſachuſetts-Bay and New-York, which were read, 

1 1 OxpERED, That Mr. Henry, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. 7. Adams, 
u.. be a Committee to wait upon General Lee, and to inform him of 
wy his Appointment, and requeſt his Anſwer whether he will Pe 
lin the Command. 

8 * The Committee returned and re tet; that they wad ited on 


v1; « conferred upon him by the Congreſs 
„power ſhall be wanting to ſerve the American Cauſe.” 


FP 

gent The Letters from Maſſachuſetts-Bay being taken inte conſidera- 

F, tion, the Congreſs came to the following Reſolve : 

) 9 That the Governor of Connecticut be requeſted to direct al the | 

60 Forces raiſed in that Colony, not employed at Ticonderoga and 
! 


Crown-Point, or recommended by this Congreſs to be marched 
N21 towards New-York, to be immediately ſent to join the combined 
4% Army before Boſton: And it is earneſtly recommended to the Co- 


Zo ob. lony of Rhode- and, and to the Provincial Convention of New- 
22 55 Hampſhire, to ſend immediately to the Army before Bgſton ſuch 


2 Troops agreed to be raiſed by the Neau-England Colonies. 
a fi  Re$80LveD, That Mr. Lee, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. J. Adams, 
be a Committee to prepare the Form of a Commiſſion for the 
Major Generals, alſo for the Brigadier Generals, and other Off- 
the cers in the Army. 
Jene - REs0LvED, That there be four Major Generale; © : 


The Congreſs then proceeded to chuſe the two remaining Major 
F all Generals, when Philip Schuyler, Eſq. was choſen third Major Ge- 
bled, WW neral, and Jſrael Putnam, Eſq. was n. choſen fourth i 


neral Major General. 
-aiſed 'The Committee apoainted to prepare the Form of a Gomraliicn 


this for the Major and Brigadier Generals reported the ſame, which | 


him, being agreed to, 
Lives Okrvere, That a Copy thereof be made out, ſigned by the 


Preſident, and atteſted by the Secretary, for each of the Major 


ers in Generals and Brigadier Generals. 
OrvereD, That the Secretary get a Number of Commiſſions, 
with Proper Blanks, printed for the other Officers. 5 
The 


, VED; 
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of 8 General Lee, and informed him of his appointment, and that he 
far: i gave for anſwer : That he had the higheſt Senſe of the Honour 
1 ; that no Effort in his 
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The Committee appointed to prepare a Petition to the King 
reported a draught of one, which was read. 
Adjourned till to-morrow nine o'clock. 


Tolar, Fane 20, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 

The Committee appointed to prepare fafirwfkions to the Ge. 
neral reported the N which _— read and debated, were @ 
greed: to. | 

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine © 'clock, 


WepxesDay, Fune 21, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. _ 
Mr. Thomas Fefferſon appeared as a Delegate for the Coll of 
Virginia, and produced his Credentials, which v were cd and ap- 
proved, and are as follows: 


At a Convention of the Delegates for the 8 a Corpo 
rations in the Colony of Virginia, at the town of Richmond, in the 
County of Henrico, on Monday 27th March, 1775. 
D a Motion made, RESOLvED, That Thomas Fefferſon, Eſq. be 
appointed a Deputy to repreſent this Colony in General Congrelz 
in the room of the Hon. Peyton Randolph, Eſq. in caſe of the 
non-attendance of the laid Poton Randolph, Eſq. 
Atteſt, JohN TAazEweLL, Clerk of Convention, 


At a General Aſſembly, began and held at the Capitol, in the 
City of Williamſburgb, on Thurſday, 1it June, in the fifteenth Year 
of the Reign of our Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God 
of Great-Britain, &c. A. D. 1775. 
10 Monday, 5 th June, 15th G. III. 1775. 
ResoLveD, N. C. D. That this Houſe doth intirely approve 
55 of the Proceedings and Reſolutions of the Convention of Delegates 
for the Counties and Corporations in the Colony of Virginia, held 
at Richmond Town, in the County of Henrico, the 2oth of March 
1775; and that it be recommended to all the good MY of this 
Colony, * to conform to, and obſerve the ſame. 
By the Houſe of Burgeſſes, 
PEYTOR RanDoLen, Speaker 
Mir. Henry formed the 8 that the General had put 
into his Hand ſundry Queries, to o which he deſired the Congrels 
would give an Anſwer, 
The Queries being read and Achtes. 959 
RESOLVED, That a Committee of five be appointed to prepare 
proper Anſwers. 
The Perſons choſen were, Mr, Deane, Mr. Henry, Mr. J. Ral. 
ledge, Mr. S. Adams, and Mr. Lee. 
On a Motion made, RESOLVED, That the General be allowed 
three Aids-de- Camp” 
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That each of the Major-Generals have two Aids-de-Camp. 
That their Pay be thirty-three Dollars per Month each. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. | 


Tuvntba t, Tune 22; 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 
The Committee appointed to prepare Anſwers to the General's = 
Queries, reported the fame'which were read. 
The Congreſs then came to the following Reſolutions : - 
RESOLVED, That the Number of Brigadier-Generals be aug- 
mented to eight; and the ſame were choſen by Ballot, as follows: 
Seth Pomeroy, Eſq. firſt Brigadier General. 
Richard Montgomery, Eſq. ſecond do. 
David Worfter, Eſq. third do. 
Milliam Heath, Eſq. fourth do. 


 Foſepb Spencer, Eſq. fifth do. 
John Thomas, Eſq. ſixth do. 


Jon Sullivan, Eſq. ſeventh do. 
Nathaniel Green, Eſq. eighth do. 1 _ 
Res0LveD, That the Troops, including the ve be 

furniſhed with Camp Equipage, and Blankets where e at 

the Continental Expence. 
RE SOLVED, That the Officers now in ck Army receive thee 


new Commiſſions through the Hands of the General. 


Res0LveD, That a Sum not exceeding Two Millions of Spari/h 
milled Dollars be emitted by the Congreſs in Bills of Credit, for 
the defence of America. 

RESsOLVED, That the Parke Confederated Colonies be pledged 
for the redemption. of the Bills of Credit, now dir ected to be emit- 
ted. 
pen Motion made; Re SOLVED, That the Coloay of Penn IE 
vania raiſe two more Companies of Riflemen, and that theſe, Hh 
the ſix before ordered to be by them raiſed, making eight Com- 
panies, be formed into a Battalion, to be commanded by ſuch 
Field Officers, Captains, and Lieutenants, as ſhall be recommen- 
ded by the Aſſembly or Convention of ſaid Colony. 


Adjourned till to-morrow nine 0 clock. 


eee June 22, 1775- 


Met according to Adjournment. 

A Letter from Crown-Point, dated June IO, was laid before 
the Congreſs and read. Information being given, that two Offi- 
cers who brought the Letter were at the Door, and had ſome - 
Things of Importance to communicate. 

OspExED, That they be introduced, and they were introduced. 


After they withdrew, the Congreſs ca came to the following Reſolu- 
tions. 


Neſolved. 
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Re3oLvED, That it be recommended to the Officer command. 
in in the Neu- Ter Department, to procure, as ſoon as poſſible 
a Lil of the Men employed in taking and garriſoning Crown. 
Point and Ticonderoga, and keeping Poſſeſſion of the Lakes, and 
alſo of their Diſburſements, in order that they may be paid. 
Rz$OLvED, That their Pay be the ſame as that of the Officen 
and Privates in the American Army ; the higheſt of the Officer 
not to exceed that of a Captain, and that the Pay commence the 
third Day of May laſt, and continue till they are diſcharged. 
RESOLVED, That it be recommended to the Convention of 
| New-York, that they, conſulting with General Schuyler, employ 
in the Army to be raiſed for the Defence of America, thoſe called 
Green Mountain Boys, under ſuch Officers as the ſaid Green 
Mountain Boys ſhall chuſe. 
On A Morrow MADE, RESOLVED, That a Committee of fire 
be choſen to draw up a Declaration to be publiſhed by General 
Waſhington, upon his Arrival at the Camp before BL. 
The Committee choſen are Mr. 7. Rutledge, Mr. W. Tio 
ion, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Johnſon. 
Agreeable to Order, the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into further Conſideration the State 
of America, and after ſome Time ſpent therein, the Preſident re- 
ſumed the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported certain Reſolutions 
come into by them, and that not having yet finiſhed, they deſired 
Leave to fit again. 
The Report of the Committee being read, was agreed to as fol- 
lows : 
Rz$s0LveD, That the Number and Denomination of the Bill 
to be emitted be as follows : 
49,000 Bills of 
49,000 Do. of 
49,000 Do. of 
49,000 Do. of 
49,000 Do. of 
49,000 Do. of 


8 Dollars each — 392,000 
7 Dollars each — 343,000 
6 Dollars each — 294,000 
5 Dollars each — 245,000 
4 Dollars each — 196,000 
3 Dollars each — 147,000 
49,000 Do. of 2 Dollars each — 98, ooo 
49,000 Do. of 1 Dollar each — 49,000 
11,800 Do. of 20 Dollars each — 236,000 


Total 403, 800 | 2,000,000 
Re SOLVED, 'That the Form of the Bills be as follows: 
CONTINENTAL CURRENCY. 
ee eo DOLLARS. 
THIS Bill entitles the Bearer to receive 
Spaniſh milled Dollars, or -the 
Value thereaf i in Gold or Silver, according to the Reſolutions of 
the Congreſs, held at Philadelphia, on the 10th Day of May, 
A. D. 1775. RESOLVED, 
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nd: Re$SOLVED, That Mr. J. Adams, Mr. 7. Rutledge, Mr. 


ible Duane, DoRor Franklin, and Mr. Wilſon, be a Committee to get 


n. proper Plates engraved, to provide Paper, and to agree with 
and Printers to print the above Bills. 


The Order for a Committee of the whale renewed, and the 


cen Congreſs adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. 

cen ll 

the Sarvanay, June 24, 1775. ; 
Met according to Adjournment. 

n of ON A MorTion MApE, RESOLVED, That a Committee of fore 

ploy. WW be appointed to deviſe Ways and Means to put the Militia of A. 

Uled erica in a proper State for the Defence of America. 


Teen The Members choſen are Mr. Paine, Mr. Harriſon, Mr. Sher- 
man, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Floyd, Mr. Gadſden, and Mr. Dickinſon, 
five The Committee appointed to prepare a Declaration to be pub- 
nere liſhed by General Waſhington upon his Arrival at the Camp before 
| Beflon, brought in their Report, which was read and debated, 
bing and after ſome Tune referred for farther Sanne tall Monday 5 


1 „„ 

-om- Adjourned till Menday at x nine o dock. 

State 

r Monvar, 1 26, 775+ 
22 Ut according to Adjournment. 

ſire 


A Letter from Governor Trumbull was read. and referred to 
the Committee appointed to deviſe Ways and Means for introdu- 
s fol- eing the Manufacture of Salt-Petre into theſe Colonies. 

The State of North-Carolina being taken into Gun 
the Congreſs came to the following Reſolutions. 

Whereas it 1s repreſented to this Congreſs, that the Rae * 
of the Liberties of America are purſuing Meaſures to divide the 

good People of the Colony of Mertb.- Carolina, and to defeat the 
American Aſſociation; 

RESOLVED, That it be ad to all in that . 
who wiſh well to the Liberties of America, to aſſociate for the De- 
tence of American Liberty, and to embody. themſelves as Militia, 
under proper Officers. 

ResoLveD, That in Caſe the Aſſembly or 8 of that 
Colony ſhall think it abſolutely neceſſary for the Support of the 
American Aſſociation and Safety of the Colony, to raiſe a Body 
of Forces not exceeding one thouſand Men, this Congreis will 
conſider them as an American Army, and provide for their Pay. 
. The Con rel then reſumed the Conſideration of the Dec! aray 

t 


tion, and after ſome Debate, 


; Rr soL VE D, That it be re-committed, and that Mr. Dictinſ 2 
PE the Ind Mr. Teffer ſon be added to the Committee. 


j The Committee for Indian Affairs brought in their Report, 
May, Flich was read. | 


ORDERED, 
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Onpr zo, That the Preſident write to Governor Trumbull 
and inform him, and alſo the Conventions of New- Hampſhire and 


Maſſachuſetts-Bay, and the Government of Rhode- land, that the 


1 8 have appointed George Waſhington, Eſq; Commander in 
_ Chie 


of all the Forces raiſed or to be raiſed for the Defence > 


America. | 
Adjourned | till to-morrow at nine 0 (clock. 


. Jane 27, 1775- 


Met according to Adjournment. ; 
On Moriox MADE, RESOLVED, That Goerner Hine bi ſent 


under a Guard to Meathergfield, or Middletown, in the County of 
5 Hartford, in Connecticut, there to be confined on his Parole, not 
to 85 out of the Bounds preſcribed to him by Governor Trumbull 


RDERED, That the Delegates for Pennſplvania take Meaſure 


5 to have the above Reſolve carried into Execution. 


A Letter from the Convention of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, receive 


” by Expreſs, was laid before the Congreſs and read. 


The Congreſs then reſumed the Conſideration of the State of 
Affairs in the Neaw-Tork Department, and after ſome Time ſpent 
therein, came to certain Reſolutions, which were ordered to be 


immediately tranſmitted to General Schuyler for his Direction. 


The Committee appointed to draw up an Addreſs to the Inhi- 
bitants of Great-Britain, reported the ſame, which was read. 
— Adjourned til to-morrow at nine 0 clock. b 


Werxzspav, June 28, 1775. 


Met according to Adjournment. 
The Committee appointed to prepare a Draught of Rules and 
| Regulations for the Government of the Army, reported the fame, 
which was read and taken into Conſideration. And the Remain- 


der of the Day, and the Day following ny ſpent thereon, ad- 


journed till the next Day at nine o'clock. 


Fainay, June 30, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the Rules and Regu- 
lations, Whieh being gone through, were agreed to, as follows: 
Whereas his Majeſty's moſt faithful Subjects in theſe Colonies 
are reduced to a dangerous and critical Situation, by the Attempts 


of the Britiſh Miniſtry, to carry into Execution, by Force 0 


Arms, ſeveral unconftitutional and oppreſſive Acts of the Briti/ 
Parliament for laying Taxes in America, to enforce the colleion 
of thoſe Taxes, and for altering and changing the Conftitutio! 
and internal Police of ſome of theſe Colonies, in violation of the 
natural and civil Rights of the Colonies. 4 
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And whereas Hoſtilities have been actually commenced in Maf- 
fachuſett's-Bay, by the Britiſh Troops, under the command of 
General Gage, and the Lives of a Number of the Inhabitants of 
that Colony deſtroyed ; the Town of Boon not only having been 
long occupied as a garriſoned Town in an Enemy's Country, 
but the Inhabitants thereof treated with a Severity and Cruelty 
not to be juſtified even towards declared Enemies, N 

And whereas large reinforcements have been ordered and are ſoon 
expected, for the declared Purpoſe of compelling theſe Colonies to 
ſubmit to the operation of the ſaid Acts, which hath rendered it 


| neceſſary, and an indiſpenſible Duty, for the expreſs Purpoſe of 


ſecuring and defending theſe Colonies, and preſerving them in 75 
Safety againſt all Attempts to carry the ſaid Acts into execution, 
that an armed Force be raiſed ſufficient to defeat ſuch Ho- 


ſtile Deſigns, and preſerve and defend the Lives, Liberties, and 


Immunities of the Coloniſts; for the due regulating and well or- 
IJ. a on a 36 
RegoLveD, That the following RuLes and OgDbERS be at- 
tended to, and obſerved by ſuch Forces as are or may hereafter | 
be raiſed for the Purpoſes aforeſaid. nou noon 
Article I. That every Officer who ſhall be retained, and every 
Soldier who ſhall ſerve in the Continental Army, ſhall, at the time 
of his acceptance of his Commiſſion or Inliſtment, ſubſcribe theſe 
Rules and Regulations. And that the Officers and Soldiers, al- 
ready of that Army, ſhall alſo, as ſoon as may be, ſubſcribe the ſame; 
from the time of which ſubſcription every Officer znd Soldier ſhall 
be bound by thoſe Regulations. But if any of the Officers or Sol- 
diers, now of the ſaid Army, do not ſubſcribe theſe Rules and Re- 
gulations, then they may be retained in the ſaid Army, ſubject to 
the Rules and Regulations under which they entered into the Ser- 
vice, or be diſcharged from the Service, at the option of the Com- 
mander in Chief. VFC „ Cope 
II. It is earneſtly recommended to all Officers and Soldiers di- 
ligently to attend divine Service; and all Officers and Soldiers who 
ſhall behave indecently or irreverently at any Place of Divine Wor- 
ſhip, ſhall, if commiſſioned Officers, be brought before a Court- 
Martial, there to be publicly and ſeverely reprimanded by the Pre- 
ſident; if non- commiſſioned Officers or Soldiers, every Perſon fo 
olſending, ſhall, for his firſt Offence forfeit one ſixth of a Dollar, 
to be deducted out of his next Pay; for the ſecond Offence, he 


| ſhall not only forfeit a like Sum, but be confined for twenty-four 


Hours, and for every like Offence, ſhall Suffer and Pay in like 
Manner ; which Money fo forfeited ſhall be applied to the Uſe of 
of the fick Soldiers of the Troop or Company to which the Of- 
fender belongs. Hip RE ; — —— 
III. What ſoever non-commiſſioned Officer or Soldier ſhall uſe 
any profane Oath or Execration, ſhall incur the Penalties expreſ- 


R ſed 
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ſed in the foregoing Article; and if a commiſſioned Officer be thus. 


guilty of profane curſing or ſwearing, he ſhall forfeit and pay for Ran 
each and every ſuch Offence, the Sum of Four Shillings, lawful IX 
,, . 3 1 5 1 | 
IV. Any Officer or Soldier, who ſhall behave himſelf with con- ing! 
tempt or diſreſpect towards the General or Generals, or Command- Chal 
ers in Chief of the Continental Forces, or ſhall ſpeak falſe Words, ingly 
tending to his or their Hurt or Diſhonour, ſhall be puniſhed, ac. fight 
cording to the nature of his Offence, by the judgment of a general mall 
Court Martial. V ſhall 
V. Any Officer or Soldier, who ſhall begin, excite, cauſe, or dered 
join in any Mutiny or Sedition, in the Regiment, Troop, or ſuch 
Company to which he belongs, or in any other Regiment, Troop, Cour! 
or Company of the Continental Forces, either by Land or Sea, X] 
or in any Part, Poſt, Detachment, or Guard, on any Pretence all 
_ whatſoever, ſhall ſuffer ſuch Puniſhment as by a general Court. all fu 
Martial ſhall be ordered. )* the 
VI. Any Officer, non-commiſſioned Officer, or Soldier, who e m 
being preſent at any Mutiny. or Sedition, does not uſe his utmoſt I "<a! 
| endeavours to ſuppreſs the ſame, or coming to the knowledge of diſqui 
any Mutiny or intended Mutiny, does not, without delay, give mand 
information thereof to the Commanding Officer, ſhall be puniſhed der or 
by Order of a general Court-Martial, according to the nature of 2 


his Offence. = | - 
VII. Any Officer or Soldier, who ſhall ſtrike his ſuperior Offi- ral Co 


cer, or draw, or offer to draw, or ſhall lift up any Weapon, or the Cr 
offer any Violence againſt him, being in the execution of his Office, 0 2 
olone 


on any Pretence whatſoever, or ſhall diſobey any lawful] Commands 
of his ſuperior Officer, ſhall ſuffer ſuch Puniſhment as ſhall, upon d 
according to the nature of his Offence, be ordered by the Sentence Y e 
of a general Court-Martiall. 5. be arg 

ed to 


VIII. Any non-commiſſioned Officer or Soldier who ſhall de- 


ſert, or without leave of his commanding Officer, abſent himſelf XIX 
from the Troop or Company to which he belongs, or from any 82 
ö O1 


Detachment of the ſame, ſhall, upon being convicted thereof, be 
puniſhed according to the nature of his Offence, at the diſcretion 
of a general Court-Martiat. 3 ͤͤ ĩð . 
IX. Whatſoever Officer or Soldier ſhall be convicted of having 
adviſed or perſuaded any other Officer or Soldier to deſert, ſhall 
ſuffer ſuch Puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by the Sentence of a ge- 
neral Court-Martial. ps | 5 
X. All Officers, of what condition ſoever, ſhall have Power to 
part and quell all Quarrels, Frays, and Diſorders, though the 
Perſons concerned ſhould belong to another Regiment, Troop, or 
Company; and either order Officers to be arreſted, or non- com- 
miſſioned Officers or Soldiers to be confined and impriſoned, till 
their proper ſuperior Officers ſhall be acquainted therewith ; and 
| RED. | — whoe ver 
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— diſcretion of a general Court- Martial. Sy e 

XI. No Officer or Soldier ſhall uſe any reproachful or provok- 
NON ing Speeches or Geſtures to another, nor ſhall preſume to ſend a 
e Challenge to any Perſon to fight a Duel: And whoever ſhall Know- 
ae ingly and. willingly ſuffer any Perſon whatſoever to go forth t 
ray foht a Duel, or ſhall ſecond, promote, or carry any Challenge, 
hes ſhall be deemed as a Principal; and whatſoever Officer or Soldier 


dered as a Challenger; and all ſuch Offenders, in any of theſe or 


Fay ſuch like caſes, ſhall be puniſhed at the diſcretion of a general 
TY „„ EE oe rot „„ 
* XII. Every Officer commanding in Quarters, or on a March, 
=” ſhall keep good Order, and, to the utmoſt of his Power, redreſs. 
ence BY an ſuch Abuſes or Diſorders which may be committed by any 
OY Officer or Soldier under his command: If upon any complaint be- 
who ing made to him, of Officers or Soldiers beating, or otherwiſe ill- 
Wy” treating any Perſon, or of committing any kind of riot, to the 
m0 dcquieting of the Inhabitants of this Continent ; he the ſaid Com- 
N mander, who ſhall refuſe or omit to ſee Juſtice done on the Offen- 


"ed der or Offenders, and reparation made to the Party or Parties in- 
25 jured, as far as the Offender's Wages ſhall enable him or them, 


3 the Crimes or Diſorders complained of. 
$1 


Mice, XIII. If any Officer ſhould think himſelf to be wronged by his 


all, MW +222 due application made to him, be refuſed to be redreſſed, he 


tinenta] Forces, in order to obtain Juſtice, who is hereby requi- 
red to examine into ſaid Complaint, and ſee that Juſtice be done. 
XIV. If any inferior Officer or Soldier, ſhall think himſelf 
wronged by his Captain or other Officer commanding the Troop 
or Company to which he belongs, he is to complain thereof to the 
Commanding Officer of the Regiment, who is hereby required to 


may, if he thinks himſelf ſtill aggrieved, appeal to a general 
Court-Martial ; but if, upon a ſecond hearing, the Appeal ſhall 


mall be puniſhed at the diſcretion of the general Court-Martial. 
XV. Whatſoever non-commiſſioned Oilicer or Soldier, ſhall be 
convicted, at a regimental Court-Martial, of having fold, or de- 
lonedly, or through neglect, waited the Ammunition, Arms, or 
roviſions, or other Military Stores, delivered out to him, to be 
employed in the ſervice of this Continent, ſhall, if an Officer, be 
| reduced 
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whoever ſhall refuſe to obey ſach Officer, (though of an. inferior 
Rank,) or ſhall draw his Sword upon him, ſhall be puniſhed at the 


ſhall upbraid another for refuſing a Challenge, ſhall alſo be confi- 


mall, upon due Proof thereof, be puniſhed as ordered by a gene- 
Off. ral Court-Martial, in ſuch Manner as if he himſelf had committed 


Colonel or the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, and ſhall, 


may complain to the General or Commander in Chief of the Con- 


ſummon a regimental Court-Martial, for the doing Juſtice to the 
Complainant; from which regimental Court-Martial, either Party 


appear to be vexatious and groundleſs, the Perſon ſo appealing, 
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duced to a private Centinel: and if a private Soldier, ſhall ſuffer 
IT puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by a * Court-Mar- 
_ tra 
VE. All ron-comartRoncd Officers and Soldiers, who ſhall 
be found one Mile from the Camp, without leave in writing from 
their commanding Officer, ſhall ſuffer ſuch Puniſhment as ſhall be 
inflicted on him or them by the ſentence of a regimental Court. 
Martial. 
| XVII. No Officer or Soldier ſhall lie out of his Quarters or 
Camp, without leave from the commanding Officer of the Regi. 
ment, upon penalty of being puniſhed according to the nature of 
his Offence, by order of a regimental Court-Martial. 
XVIII. Every non-commiſſioned Officer and Soldier ſhall re 
tire to his Quarters, or Tent, at the beating of the Retreat; in 
default of which, he ſhall be puniſhed according to the nature of 
his Offence, by order of the commanding Officer. 
XIX. No Officer, non-commiſſioned Officer or Saler, ſhall 
fail of repairing, at the time fixed, to the Place of Parade or Ex- 
erciſe, or other rendezvous appointed by the commanding Officer, 
if not prevented by Sickneſs or ſome other evident neceſſity; or 
ſhall go from the ſaid place of Rendezvous, or from his Guard, 
without leave from his commanding Officer, before he ſhall be re- 
gularly diſmiſſed or relieved, on Penalty of being puniſhed accord. 
ing to the nature of his Offence, by the ſentence of a regent 
Court- Martial. 
XX. Whatſoever tad Officer ſhall be found drunk on 
his Guard, Party, or Duty, under Arms, ſhall be caſhiered for 
it; any eee eee Officer or Soldier fo offending, ſhall ſuf- 
fer ſuch Puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by the ſentence of a regi- 
mental Court-Martial. _ 

XXI. Whatſoever Centinel ſhall be found fleeping upon his 
Poſt, or ſhall leave it before he ſhall be regularly relieved, ſhall 
ſuffer ſuch Puniſhment as ſhall be ordered by the ſentence of a ge- 
neral Court-Martial. 

XXII. Any Perſon 3 to the Contivental Army, who, 


by diſcharging of Fire-arms, beatin ng of Drums, or by any other 


means whatſoever, ſhall occaſion falſe Alarms, in Camp or Qu 
ters, ſhall ſuffer ſuch Puniſhment as ſhall be ordered Jy the 
tence of a general Court-Martial. 

XXIII. Any Officer or Soldier, who ſhall, without urgent 
Neceſſity, or without leave of his ſuperior Officer, quit his Pla- 


toon or Diviſion, ſhall be puniſhed according to the nature of his 


Offence, by the ſentence of a regimental Court-Martial. 


XXIV. No Officer or Soldier ſhall do Violence, or offer any 


Proviſions, or 


Inſult, or Abuſe, to any Perſon who ſhall bring 


other Neceſſaries, to the Camp or Quarters of the Continental 


Army; any Officer or Soldier ſo ofen, ſhall, upon complaint 
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er being made to the commanding Officer, ſuffer ſuch Puniſhment 
r- as ſhall be ordered by a regimental Court-Martial. 

XXV. Whatſoever Officer or Soldier ſhall ſhamefully abandon 
all any Poſt committed to his charge, or ſhall ſpeak Words inducing 
om others to do the like, in time of an Engagement, ſhall ſuffer death 
be immediately. 
rt- XXVI. Any Perſon belonging to the Continental Army , who 
mall make known the Watch- word to any Perſon who is not in- 
or titled to receive it, according to the Rules and Diſcipline of War, 
gi- or ſhall preſume to give a Parole, or Watch-word, different from 
: of what he received, ſhall ſuffer Death, or ſuch other Puniſhment as 

ſhall be ordered by the ſentence of a general Court-Martial. 

re- XXVII. Whoſoever belonging to the Continental Army, ſhall 
in relieve the Enemy with Money, Victuals, or Ammunition, or ſhall 


of knowingly harbour or protect an Enemy, ſhall ſuffer ſuch Puniſh- 
gl ment as by a general Court-Martial ſhall be ordered. 


hall | XXVIII. Whoſoever belonging to the Continental Army, 
Ex. ſhall be convicted of holding Correfpondence with, or of giving 


cer, Intelligence to the Enemy, either directly or indirectly, hall ſuf- 


or fer ſuch Puniſhment as by. a * Court- Martial ſhall be or- 


ard, dered. | 
e re- AIX. All abc Stores 3 in the Enemy's Camp or Ma- 


ord- gazines, whether of Artillery, Ammunition, Cloathing, or Pro- 


ental viions, ſhall be ſecured for the uſe of the United Colonies. 
£ XXX. If any Officer or Soldier ſhall leave his Poſt or Colours, 
k on in time of an Engagement, to go in ſearch of Plunder, he ſhall, 
| for upon being convicted thereof before a general Court-Martial, ſuf- 
| ſuf- ter ſuch Puniſhment as by the ſaid Court-Martial ſhall be ordered. 
regi- XXXI. If any Commander of any Poſt, Intrenchment, or 
| Fortreſs, ſhall be compelled, by the Officers or Soldiers under his 


n his {MW command, to give it up to the Enemy, or to abandon it, the 


ſhall commiſſioned Officer, non-commiſſioned Officers, or Soldiers, who 


a general Court-Martial, 
"XXNIL. All Suttlers and Retailers to a Camp, and all Per- 
ſons whatſoever, ſerving with the Continental Army in the Field, 


Rules, and Regulations of the Continental Army. 


| 2 Commiſſioned Officer; and the Preſident ſhall be a Field Officer: 
And the Preſident of each and every Court-Martial, whether Ge- 
neral or Regimental, ſhall have Power to adminiſter an Oath to 
every Witneſs, in order to the Trial of Offenders. And the Mem- 


and 


ſhall be convicted of having ſo offended, ſhall ſuffer Death, or ſuch | 
other Puniſhment as may be inflicted upon them by the ſentence of 


though not inliſted Soldiers, are to be ſubje& to the Articles 


XXXIII. No General Court-Martial ſhall conſiſt of a leſs 
Number than thirteen, none of which ſhall be under the Degree of 


bers of all Courts-Martial ſhall be duly ſworn by the Preſident ; 


134 


and the next in Rank on the Court-Martial, ſhall adminiſter the 
Oath to the Preſident. ES 
XXXIV. The Members, both of General and Regimental 

Courts-Martial, ſhall, when belonging to different Corps, take 
the ſame Rank which they hold in the Army; but when Courts. 
Martial ſhall be compoſed of Officers of one Corps, they ſhali take 
their Ranks according to their Commiſſions by which they are 
muſtered in the ſaid Corps. : Ou . 

XXXV. All the Members of a Court-Martial, are to behave 

with Calmneſs, Decency, and Impartiality; and in giving of 
their Votes, are to begin with the youngeſt or loweſt in Commiſ. 
Go, „ | rod crop Þ 
XVXXVI. No Field Officer ſhall be tried by any Perſon under 
the Degree of a Captain; nor ſhall any Proceedings or Trials be 
carried on, excepting between the Hours of eight in the Morning, 
and three in the Afternoon, except in Cales which require an im- 
mediate Example. | Os 


XXXVII. The Commiſſioned Officers of every Regiment may, 
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by the Appointment of their Colonel or Commanding Officer, | 


hold Regimental Courts-Martial for the enquiring into ſuch Dif- 
utes or criminal Matters as may come before them, and for the 
inflicting corporal Puniſhments, for ſmall Offences, and ſhall give 
Judgment by the Majority of Voices ; but no Sentence ſhall be ex- 
ecuted till the Commanding Officer (not being a Member of the 
 Court- Martial) ſhall have confirmed the ſame. 5 
XXXVIIL No Regimental Court-Martial ſhall conſiſt of leſs 
than five Officers, excepting in Caſes where that Number cannot 
be conveniently aſſembled, when three may be ſufficient; who are 
likewiſe to determine upon the Sentence by the Majority of Voices; 
which Sentence 1s to be confirmed by the Commanding Officer, 
not being a Member of the Court-Martial, © 5 
XXXIX. Every Officer, commanding in any Fort, Caſtle, or 
Barrack, or elſewhere, where the Corps under his Command 
conſiſts of Detachments from different Regiments, or of indepen- 
dent Companies, may aſſemble Courts-Martial for the Trial ot 
Offenders in the ſame Manner as if they were Regimental, whoſe 
Sentence is not to be executed till it ſhall be confirmed by the ſaid 

"Commanding Officer. rt. „ 
XL. No Perſon whatſoever ſhall uſe menacing Words, Signs, 
or Geſtures in the Preſence of a Court-Martial then fitting, or 
ſhall cauſe any Diſorder or Riot, ſo as to diſturb their Proceeding, 
on the Penalty of being puniſhed at the Diſcretion of the ſaid 
Court-Martial. „„ „ 7p 
XLI. To the End that Offenders may be brought to Juſtice; 
whenever any Officer or Soldier ſhall commit a Crime deſerving 
Puniſhment, he ſhall by his Commanding Officer, if an Officer, 
be put in Arreſt; if a Non-commiſſioned Officer or Soldier, be 
| | | | impriſoned 
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impriſoned till he ſhall be either tried by a Court- Martial, or 
{hall be lawfully diſcharged by proper Authority. 

XLII. No Officer or Soldier who ſhall be put in Arreſt, or 
Impriſonment, ſhall continue in his Confinement more than eight 
Days, or till ſuch Time as a Court-Martial can be conveniently 


aſſembled. 
XLIII. No . commanding a Guard, or Provoſt- Marſhal, | 


ſhall refuſe to receive or keep any Priſoner committed to his 


Charge, by an Officer belonging to the Continental Forces; 


which Officer ſhall at the ſame Time deliver an Account in wri- 


ting, ſigned by himſelf, of the Crime with which the laid Priſoner 


is charged. 


XLIV. No Officer commanding a Goard: or . Marſhal, 


ſhall preſume to releaſe any Priſoner committed to his Charge, 


without proper Authority for ſo doing; nor ſhall he ſuffer any 
Priſoner to eſcape, on the Penalty of being puniſhed for it, by 


the Sentence of a General Court-Martial. 


XLV. Every Officer or Provoſt-Marſhal, to whoſe Charge 


Priſoners ſhall be committed, 1s hereby required, within twenty- 
four Hours after ſuch Commitment, or as ſoon as he ſhall be re- 


leaved from his Guard, to give in writing to the Colonel of the 7 
Regiment to whom the Priſoner belongs (where the Priſoner is 
confined upon the Guard belonging to the ſaid Regiment, and 


that his Offence only relates to the Neglect of Duty in his own 
Corps) or to the Commander in Chief, their Names, their Crimes, 


and the Names of the Officers who committed them, on the Pe- 
nalty of being puniſhed for his Diſobedience or Neglect, at the 


Diſcretion of a General Court-Martial. 

XLVI. And if any Officer under Avreſt ſhall 50 bis Cooline: 
ment before he is ſet at Liberty by the Officer who conhned him . 
or by a ſuperior Power, he ſhall be caſhiered for it. 

XLVII. Whatſoever Commiſſioned Officer ſhall be convicted 


defore a General Court-Martial, of behaving in a ſcandalous, in- 
famous Manner, ſuch as is unbecoming the Character of an Offi- 


cer and a Gentleman, ſhall be diſcharged from the Service. 


XLVIII. All Officers, Conductors, Gunners, Matroſſes, 


Drivers, or any other Perſons whatſoever, receiving Pay or Hire, 


in the Service of the Continental Artillery, ſhall be governed by 


the aforeſaid Rules and Articles, and ſhall be ſubje& to be tried 


by Courts-Martial, in like Manner with the Officers and Soldiers 


of the Continental Troops. 

XLIX. For Differences ariſing amongſt themſelves, or in Mat- 
ters relating ſolely to their own Corps, the Courts-Martial may 
be compoſed of their own Officers; but where a Number ſufficient 
of ſuch Officers cannot be aſſembled, or in Matters wherein other 
corps are intereſted, the Officers of Artillery ſhall fit in Courts- 
Martial, with a T6g Offic ers of the other Corps. 
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L. All Crimes, not capital, and all Diſorders and Neglecis, 
which Officers and Soldiers may be guilty of, to the Prejudice of 
good Order and military Diſcipline, though not mentioned in the 
Articles of War, are to be taken Cognizance of by a General or 


Regimental Court-Martial, according to the Nature and Degree 
of the Offence, and be puniſhed at their Diſcretion. | 


LI. That no Perſons ſhall be ſentenced by a Court-Martial to 
ſuffer Death, except in the Caſes expreſsly mentioned in the fore. 


going Articles; nor ſhall any Puniſhment be inflicted at the Di. 


cretion of a Court-Martial, other than degrading, caſhiering, 


| drumming out of the Army, whipping not exceeding Thirty-nine 
Laſhes, fire not exceeding two Months Pay of the Offender, in- 
priſonment not exceeding one Month, . „ 


III. The Field Officers of each and every Regiment are to ap- 


point ſome ſuitable Perſon belonging to ſuch Regiment, to re- 


cecive all ſuch Fines as may ariſe within the ſame, for any Breach 
of any of the foregoing Articles, and ſhall direct the ſame to be 
carefully and properly applied to the Relief of ſuch fick, wounded, 
or neceſſitous Soldiers, as belong to ſuch Regiment; and ſuch 
Perſon ſhall account with ſuch Officer for all Fines received, and 
the Application thereof, _ ” 


III. All Members fitting in Courts-Martial ſhall be ſwor 


by the Preſident of ſaid Courts, which Preſident ſhall himſelf be 
{worn by the Officer in ſaid Court next in Rank :—The Oath to 


be adminiſtered previous to their proceeding to the Trial of any 
Offender, in Form following, viz. e 

Vo 4. B. ſwear that you will well and truly try, and impar- 
tially determine the Cauſe of the Priſoner now to be tried, according 
to the Rules for regulating the Continental Army. So help you 


ou 


IIV. All Perſons called to give Evidence, in any Caſe, before 
a Court-Martial, who ſhall refuſe to give Evidence, ſhall be pu- 
niſhed for ſnch refuſal at the diſcretion of ſuch Court-Martial :— 


The oath to be adminiſtered in the following Form, viz. 


* You favear the Evidence you ſhall give in the caſe now in feat. 
ing, ſhall be the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth 
JJ Ge So LD 

LV. Every Officer commanding a Regiment, Troop, or Com- 
pany, ſhall, upon notice given to him by the Commiſlary of the 
Matters, or from one of his Deputies, aſſemble the Regiment, 


| Troop, or Company under his command, in the next convenient 


Place for their being muſtered. _ 5 
LVI. Every Colonel or other Field Officer, or Officer com- 
manding any Corps, to which there is no Field Officer, and ac 
tually reſiding with it, may give Furloughs to Non-commiſhone 
Officers and Soldiers, in ſuch Numbers, and for ſo long a Time, 
as he ſhall jndge to be moſt conſiſtent with the Good of the Ser 
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vice; but no non · eommiſſioned Officer or Soldier ſnall, by leave 
of his Captain, or inferior Officer, commanding the Troop or Com- 
pany. (his Field Officer not being preſent) be abſent above twenty 


| Days in fix Months, nor ſhall more than two private Men be abſent 


at the ſame Time from their Troop or Company, excepting ſome 
extraordinary occaſion ſhould require it, of which occaſion the Field 


Officer preſent with, and commanding the os or Inde- 


pendent Corps, 1s to be judge. | 

LVII. At every Muſter the commanding Officer of each Regi- 
ment, Troop, or Company, then preſent, "hall give to the Com- 
miſſary of Muſters Certificates ſigned by himſelf, ſignifying how 
long ſuch Officers, non-commiſhoned Officers, and Soldiers, who 


ſhall not appear at the ſaid Muſter, have been abſent, and the rea- 
ſon of their abſence ; which reaſons, and the time of abſence, 
ſhall be inſerted in the Muſter-rolls, oppoſite to the reſpective 


Names of ſuch Abſentees : The ſaid Certificates ſhall, together 


with the Mufter-rolls, be by the ſaid Commiſſary tranſmitted > 
the General, and to this or any future Congreſs of the United Co- 
lonies, or Committee appointed thereby, within twenty Days next 
after ſuch Muſter- being taken ; on failure w thereof, the Commiſ- 


fary ſo offending, ſhall be diſcharged from the Service. 


LVIIL Every Officer who ſhall be convicted before a general . 
Court-Martial of having ſigned a falſe Certificate, relating to the 
abſence of either Officers, non-commiſſioned Officer, or r private 5 


Soldier, ſhall be caſhiered. 


LIX. Every Officer, who ſhall knowingly make a falſe Muſter 


or Man or Horſe, and every Officer or "Commiſſary who ſhall 
willingly ſign, direct, or allow the ſigning of the Muſter-rolls, 
wherein ſuch falſe Muſter is contained, ſhall, upon Proof made 
thereof, by two Witneſſes, before a general Court-Martial be caſn- 
icred, and moreover forfeit all ſuch Pay as may be due to him at 
tie time of conviction for ſuch Offence. 

LX. Any Commiſſary who ſhall be convicted of having ks 


any Gift or Gr atuity on the muſtering any Regiment, Troop, or 


from his Office, and forfeit his Pay, as in the preceding Article. 
LXI. Any Officer, who ſhall preſume to Muſter any Perſon 


as a Soldier, who is at other times accuſtomed to wear a Livery, 


or win does not actually do his Duty as a Soldier, ſhall be deemed 


guity of having made a | falſe Muſter, and ſhall ſuffer accordingly. 
LXII. Every Officer who ſhall knowingly make a falſe return 


ſuperior Officer, authorized to call for ſuch returns, of the ſtate of 
the Regiment, Troop, independent Company, or Garriſon under 
Nig command, or of Arms, Ammunition, Cloathing, or other 


cred, 


8 LXIII. 


Company, or on the ſigning the Multer- rolls, ſhall be diſplaced 


to the Commander in Chief of the American Forces, or to any his 
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Stores thereunto belonging ſhall, by a Court- Martial, be caſh- 
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LXIII. The commanding Officer of every Regiment, Troy, 


independent Company or Garriſon, in the ſervice aforeſaid, ſhall, 


in the beginning of every Month remit to the Commander in Chief | 
of ſaid Forces an exact return of the ſtate of the Regiment, Troop, Co 
independent Company, or Garriſon under his command, ſpect Off 
fying the Names of the Officers not then reſiding at their Poſts anc 
and the reaſon for, and the time of their abſence : whoever ſhall be Or 
convicted of having, through negle& or deſign, omitted the ſend- rel; 
ing ſuch returns, ſhall be puniſhed according to the nature of his 
Crime, by the judgment of a general Court-Martial. 3 
EL XIV. No ſuttler ſhall be permitted to ſell any kind of Li. 
quors or Victuals, or to keep their Houſes or Shops open, for the R 
entertainment of Soldiers, after nine at Night, or before the beat- men 
ing of the Reveilles, or upon Sandayt, during Divine Service or | Cont 
Sermon, on the Penalty of being diſmiſſed from all future Suttl- 8 1 
5 I.XV. All Officers commanding in the Camp, or in any Forts, 5 
Barracks, or Garriſons, are hereby required to ſee that the Per. any 
{ons permitted to frittle ſhall ſupply the Soldiers with good and ; 
 Wholeſome Proviſions at a reaſonable Price, as they ſhall be anſwer- ment 
ff 8 N Prov 
ILXVI. No Officers commanding in any Camp, Garrifons, won 
Forts, or Barracks, ſhall either themſelves exact exorbitant Prices Fan 
for Houſes or Stalls let out to Suttlers, ar ſhall eonnive at the like 4. 
exactions in others, nor lay any Duty or impoſitions upon, or be Frau 
- intereſted in the ſale of ſuch Victuals, Liquors, or other Neceſ- 8 
ſaries of Life, which are brought into the Camp, Garrifon, Fort, — 
or Barracks, for the uſe of the Soldiers, on the Penalty of being Office 
Aich gel from the ere nn ES 155 
ILXVII. That the General, or Commander in Chief for the bogs 
time being, ſhall have full Power of pardoning, or mitigating any of Force 
the Puniſhments ordered to be inflicted, for any of the Offences WW Guar 
mentioned in the foregoing Articles; and every Offender convict- ni 


ed as aforeſaid, by any regimental Court-Martial, may be par: 
doned, or have his Puniſhment mitigated by the Colonel or Offi 
cer commanding the Regiment. = 2, . 
LXVIII. When any commiſſioned Officer ſhall happen to die, for 
or be killed in the Service of the United Colonies, the Major o end 
the Regiment, or the Officer doing the Major's Duty in his ab- than 
ſence, ſhall immediately ſecure all his Effects or Equipage, tien  ®: 
in Camp or Quarters; and ſhall before the next regimental Couft ifa 
Martial, make an inventory thereof, and forthwith tranſmit % wit 
the Office of the Secretary of the Congreſs, or Aſſembly of the to 
Province in which the Corps is ſtationed or ſhall happen to bea 
the time of the death of ſuch Officer; to the end that his Exec 
tors may, after payment of his Debts in Quarters, and inte" 
ment, receive the overplus, if any be, to his or their uſe. * 
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LXIX. When any non - commiſſioned Officer or private Sol- 


dier, ſhall happen to die, or be killed in the Service of the 


United Colonies, the then commanding Officer of the Troop or 
Company, ſhall, in the Preſence of two other Commiſſioned 
Officers, take an account of whatever Effects he dies poſſeſſed of. 
and tranſmit the ſame, as in the Caſe above provided for, in 


Order that the ſame may be ſecured for, and paid to their 


reſpective Repreſentatives,* | | 


* In C ONGRE SS, November 7, 1775. 


ResoLveD, That the following Additions and Alterations or Amend- 
ments, be made in the RULES and REGUL ATION S of the 


Continental Army. 3 % es. 
I. All Perſons convicted of holding a Treacherous Correſpondence with, or 


giving Intelligence to the Enemy, ſhall ſuffer Death, or ſuch other Puniſh- 
ment as a general Court-Martial ſhall think proper. . 3 
2. All commiſſioned Officers found guilty by a general Court-Martial of 
any Fraud or Embezzlement, ſhall forfeit all his Pay, be ipſo facto caſhiered, 
and deemed unfit for further Service as an Officer. „„ 
3 All non- com miſſioned Officers and Soldiers, convicted before a Regi- 
mental Court-Martial of Stealing, Embezzling or deſtroying Ammunition, 


Proviſion, Tools, or any thing belonging to the Public Stores, if a non- com- 
miſſioned Officer, to be reduced to the Ranks, and puniſhed with whipping, 
not leſs than Fifteen, nor more than Thirty- nine laſhes, at the diſcretion of the 
Court-Martial; if a private Soldier, with the ſame corporal Puniſhment. _ 
4. In all caſes where a commiſſioned Officer is caſhiered for Cowardice or 
Fraud, it be added in the Puniſhment, that the Crime, Name, Place of 


Abode, and Puniſhment of the Delinquent be publiſhed in the News-pa- 
pers, in and about the Camp, and of that Colony from which the Offender 


came, or uſuajly reſides : After which it ſhall be deemed ſcandalous in any 


Officer to aſſociate with him, 5 | 

5. Any Officer or Soldier, who ſhall begin, excite, cauſe, or join in any 
Mutiny or Sedition in the Regiment, Troop, or Company to which he be- 
longs, or in any other Regiment, Troop, or Company ef the Continental 


Forces, either by Land or Sea, or in any Party, Poſt, Detachment, or 
Guard, on any Pretence whatſoever, ſhall ſuffer Death, or ſuch other Pu- 


niſhment, as a general Court-Martial ſhall direct. | | | 

6. Any Officer or Soldier, who ſhall deſert to the Enemy, and afterwards 
be taken, ſhall ſuffer Death, or ſuch other Puniſhment, as a General Court- 
Martial hall direct. | N | 


7. Whatſoever commiſſioned Officer ſhall be found drunk on his Guard, 


Party, or-othec Duty under Arms, ſhall be caſhiered and drummed out of 
the Army with Infamy; any non-commiſſioned Officer or Soldier, ſo of- 


tending, ſhall be ſentenced to be whipt, not leſs than Twenty, nor more 


than Thirty-nine laſhes, according to the Nature of the Offence, 
8. Whatſoever Officer or Soldier, placed as a Centinel, ſhall be found 


ſleeping upon his Poſt, or ſhall leave it before he ſhall be regularly relieved, 


if a commiſſioned Officer, ſhall be caſhiered, and drummed out of the Army 


with Infamy; if a non-commiſſioned Officer or Soldier, ſhall be ſentenced 
to be whipped, not leſs than Twenty, nor more than Thirty-nine laſhes, ac- 


cording to the Nature of the Offence. 


9. No Officer or Soldier ſhall lie ont of his Quarters or Camp, without 


Leave from the commanding Officer of the Regment, upon Penalty, if an 
Officer, of being mulcted one Month's Pay for the firſt Offence, and ca— 
tiered for the ſecond ; if a non-cammiſſioned Officer or Soldier, of being 

ES Ins | contined 
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Osprxrb, That Mr. Deane, Mr. Cuſhing, and Mr. Henwe,, 
be a Committee to reviſe them for the Preſs, and to get them 
printed. 2 125 


confned Seven Days on Bread and Water for the firſt Offence ; and the 


ſame Puniſhment and a forfeiture of a Week's Pay for the ſecond. 


10. Whattoever Officer or Soldier ſhall miſbehave himſelf before the Ene. 
my, or ſhamefully abandon any Poſt committed to his Charge, or hall 


ſpeak Words inducing others to do the like, ſhall ſuffer Death. 


II. All public Stores taken in the Enemy's Camp or Magazines, whether 
of Artillery, Ammunition, Cloathing, or Proviſions, ſhall be ſecured for 
the Ule of the United Colonies : And all commiſſioned Officers, found guilty 
by general Court- Martial, of embezzling the ſame; or any of them, thall tor- 
feit all his Pay, beipſo facto cafhiered, and deemed unfit for farther Service 
as an Officer. And all non-commiſiioned Officers and Soldiers, convicted be- 
fore a Regimental Court-Martial of Stealing or embezzling the ſame, if a 
non-commiſſioned Officer, ſhall be reduced to the Ranks, and puniſhed with 
Whipping, not leſs than Fifteen, nor more than Thirty-nine laſhes, at the 
diſcretion of the Court-Martial; if a private Soldier, with the ſame Puniſh- 
ment. FF „ wg 5 4 

I2. If any Officer or Soldier, ſhall leave his Poſt or Colours, in Time of an 
Engagement, to go in Search of Plunder, he ſhall, if a commiſſioned Officer, 
be caſhiered, and drummed out of the Army with Infamy, and forfeit all 
Share of Plunder; if a non-commiſſioned Officer or Soldier, be Whipped, not 
lets than Twenty, nor more than Thirty-nine laſhes, according to the Na- 
ture of the, Offence, and forfeit all Share of the Plunder taken from the 
Enemy. | | : — | 
13. Every Officer commanding a Regiment, 'Troop, or Company, ſhall, 
upon Notice given to him by the Commillary of the Muſters, or from one of 
his Deputies, aſſemble the Regiment, Troop, or Company under his Com- 
mand, in the next convenient Place for their being muſtered, on Penalty of 
his being caſhicred, and mulcted of his Pay. 
134. At every Muſter, the commanding Officer of each Regiment, Troop, 
or Company there preſent, ſhall give to the Commiſſary of Muſters, Certih- 
cates ſigned by himſelf, ſignifying how long ſuch Officers, non-commiſſioned 
Officers and Soldiers, who thall not appear at the faid Muſter, have been 
. abſent, and the Reaſon of their Abſence, which Reaſons and the Time of 
Abſence, {hall be inſerted in the Muſter Rolls, oppoſite the Names of ſuch 
Abſentees: And the Surgeons or their Mates, ſhall at the fame Time give to 
the Commiſſary of Muſters, a Certificate ſigned by them, ſignifying the State 
of Health or Sickneſs of thoſe under their Care, and the ſaid Certificates ſhall, 
together with the Muſter Rolls, be by the ſaid Commiſſary tranſmitted to 
the General, and to this or any future Congreſs of the United Colonies, or 
Committee appointed thereby, within Twenty Days next after ſuch Muſter 
being taken, on failure whereof, the Commiſſary fo offending, ſhall be di 
charged from the Service. | | 8 . EY 

15 Every Officer who ſhall be convicted before a general Court-Martial, 
of having ſigned a falſe Certificate relating to the Abſence of either Officer, 
non-commiſſioned Officer, or Private Soldier; and every Surgeon or Mate 
convicted of ſigning a falſe Certificate, relating to the Health or Sickneſs of 
thoſe under his Care, ſhall be caſhiered. | | 
16. All Officers and Soldiers who ſhall wilfully or through Negligence, 
diſobey any general or Special Orders, ſhall be puniſhed at the diſcretion 
of a Regimental! Court-Martial, where the Offence is againſt a Regimental 
Order, and at the difcretion of a general Court-Martial, where the Offence 
is againſt an Order given from the Commander in Chief, or the Command» 
ing Officer of any Detachment or Poſt, and ſuch general Court-Martial can 
be had. | 7) rr any 
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REsOLVED, That the Congreſs will on Monday next reſolve it- 


ſelf into a Committee of the whole, to conſider the Trade of theſe 


Colonies. | 

A Number of Letters and Speeches from the Stocibridge In- 
dians were laid before the Congreſs and read: © 

RESOLVED, That the Committee for Indian Affairs, do pre- 


pare proper Talks to the ſeveral Tribes of Indians, for engaging 
the Continuance of their Friendſhip to us, and Neutrality 1 in our 


preſent unhappy Diſpute with Creat- Britain. 
Adjour ned till to- morrow at nine o "CIDER. 


e July r, 1775. 


Met according to Adjournment. 

ON MoTion MADE, RESOLVED, That i in {Oils any Agent of 
the Miniſtry ſhall induce the [ndiaz Tribes, or any of them, to 
commit actual Hoſtilities againſt theſe Colonies, or to enter into 


an offenſive Alliance with the Br itiſß Troops, thereupon the Colo- 


nies ought to avail themſelves of an Alliance with ſuch Indian Na- 


tions as will enter into the ſame, to oppoſe ſuch Britiſh Troops 5 


and their Indian Allies. 


Letters being received by Expreſs 8 General Schu ler, 5 


which required an immediate Anſwer, were laid before Congrels, 
and after due Deliberation, an Anſwer was returned. 


ON MoTion mape, REesoLvED, That Lieutenant Patrick 
Moncrief have Liberty to return to England, on giving his Parole 
of Honour, that he will not act againſt the Americans in the pre- 


lent Controverſy between Great-Britain and theſe Saenir. 
e till Monday, at nine o . 


Wieder 1 

Met according to Adjournment. | 

Sundry Letters being laid before the Congreſs, were read; 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congreſs reſolved it- 
ſelf 1 no a Committee of the whole, to conſider the Trade of theſe 
Colonies, and after ſome Time, the Preſident reſumed the Chair, 
and Mr. Mard reported a Reſolution they had come to. 

The Reſolution of the Committee being read, was at the Defire 
of the Colony of South- Carolina, referred for farther Confideration 
till to. -morrow. | 

Adj Journed till to-morrow at nine 0 clock. 


3 1775. 


Tuxspav, July 4, 1775. 


Met according to Adjournment. 
The Report from the Committee of the whole being reſumed 
and debated, was agreed to as follows : 


ResolveD, That the two Acts paſſed in the firſt Seſſion of the 


petent Parliament, the one intitled An Act to 1 the 
| | rage 
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Trade and Commerce of the Province of Maſachufet? s-Bay and 


and Providence Plantation, in North- America, to Great- Britain, 


Lreland, and the Britiſh Iſlands in the We/t- Indies ; and to prohi- 


bit ſuch Provinces and Colonies from carrying on any Fiſhery on 


the Banks of New/oundland or other Places therein mentioned, 


under certain Conditions and Limitations.” The other intitiel 
«© An Act to reſtrain the Trade and Commerce of the Colonies 


of Neaw- Ferſey, Pennſylvania, Maryland, Virginia, and South. 


Carolina, to Great-Britain, Ireland, and the Britiſh Iſlands in 


the Meſt- Indies, under certain Conditions and Limitations,” are 


unconſtitutional, oppreſſive, and cruel; and that the commercial 


oppoſition of theſe Colonies, to certain Acts enumerated in ' tne 
 Aﬀociation of the laſt Congreſs, ought to be made e theſe 


until they are repealed. _ 
OsprRED, That the above be immediately b 
The Petition to the King being again read, after ſome Debate, 
the further Conſideration of i it was deferred till to-morrow, _ 
Adjourned till to- -morrow at nine o'clock. 


WepnzDaAr, jah 5. 775 


Met according to Adjournment. 

Several Letters were laid before the Congreſs and read. 

It appearing that Governor Phzlip Skene and Mr. Lundy hate 
Deſigns inimical to America e 

OzDerED, That it be recommended to the Delegstes of the 
Colony of Pennſylvania, to have the Order of Congreſs of the 

27th of June laſt, reſpecting the ſending Governor Skene to Gon 
necticut, immediately carried into Execution. 


RESOLVED, That Mr. Lundy be ſent under Guard along with 


Governor Skeze to Connecticut, there to be confined in the ſame 


Manner as is ordered with Reſpe& to Governor Skere. 

Rx soLvED, That ſuch Proviſion be made for the Support of 
Governor Sexe and Mr. Lundy as Governor Trumbull ſhall think 
Proper, at the Expence of the United Colonies. _ 

OrpterED, That the Preſident write to Governor Trumbull of 
this Subject, and encloſe him the above Orders and Reſolves. 
The Congreſs then reſumed the Conſideration of the Petition to 
the King, and the ſame being debated by Paragraphs, was & 
greed to, and ordered to be engroſſed. | | 
Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o clock. 


Pabasbar, July 6 k 1595. 
Met according to Adjournment. 
The Congreſs took into Conſideration the Addreſs to the In- 


habitants of Great: Britain, and after ſome Debate, the ſame Was 
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The Committee to whom the Declaration was re- committed 


brought in the ſame, which being again read and debated by Pa- 


ragraphs, was agreed to as follows: 


ADECLARA TION y the REYRESENXTATIVES of the Unit- 
ed Colonies of North- America, now met in Congreſs at Phila- 


delphia, ſetting forth the Cauſes and Neceſſi ity of their taking up 


Arms. 


IF it was poſlible for Men, who 809045 their Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the Divine Author of our Exiſtence intended a Part of 
the human Race to hold an abſolute Property in, and an unboun- 
ded Power over others, marked out by his infinite Goodneſs and 


Wiſdom, as the Objects of a legal Domination never rightfully re- 


filtible, however ſevere and oppreſſive, the Inhabitants of theſe 
Colonies might at leaft require from the Parliament of Great- 
Britain ſome Evidence, that this dreadful Authority over them 
But a Reverence for our great 
Creator, Principles of Humanity, and the Dictates of Common 
Senſe, muſt convince all thoſe who reflect upon the Subject, that 


has been granted to that Body. 


Government was inſtituted to promote the Welfare of Mankind, 
and ought to be adminiſtered. for the Attainment of that End. 


The Legiſlature of Great-Britain, however, ſtimulated by an in- 


ordinate Paſſion for a Power not only unjuſtifiable, but which they 


know to be peculiarly reprobated by the very Conſtitution of that 


Kingdom, and deſperate of Succeſs in any Mode of Conteſt, 


where Regard ſhould be had to Truth, Law, or Right, have at 


Length, deſerting thoſe, attempted to effect their cruel and im- 
politic Purpoſe of enſlaving theſe Colonies by Violence, and have 
thereby rendered it neceſſary for us to cloſe with their laſt Appeal 


from Reaſon to Arms. — Vet, however blinded that Aﬀembly 


may be, by their intemperate Rage for unlimited Domination, ſo 
to {light Juſtice and the Opinion of Mankind, we eſteem ourſelves 
bound by Obligations of Reſpe& to the Reſt of the World, to 
make known the Juſtice of our Cauſe. — 

Our Forefathers, Inhabitants of the Iſland of Great-Britain, 
left their Native Land, to ſeek on theſe Shores a Reſidence ſor ci- 
vil and religious Freedom. At the Expence of their Blood, at 


the Hazard of their Fortunes, without the leaſt Char ge to the 


Country from which they removed, by unceaſing Labour and an 
unconquerable Spirit, they effected Settlements in the diſtant and 
inhoſpitable Wilds of America, then filled with numerous and 
warlike Nations of Barbarians. Societies or Governments, veſted 
with perfect Legiſlatures, were formed under Charters from the 
Crown, and an harmonious Intercourſe was eſtabliſhed between 
the Colonies and the Kingdom from which they derived their Ori- 
gin. The mutual Benefits of this Union became in a ſhort Time 
fo extraordinary, as to excite Alſtoniſhment. It is univerſally 
Foutelled, that the amazing lnerenis of the Wealth, Strength, 


and 
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and Navigation of the Realm, aroſe, from this Source; and the 
Miniſter, who ſo wiſely and ſucceſsfully directed the Meaſures of 
Great-Britain in the late War, publicly declared, that theſe Colo- 
nies enabled her to triumph over her Enemies.—Towards the 
_ Concluſion of that War, it pleaſed our Sovereign to make a 
Change in his Counſels.— From that fatal Moment, the Affairs of 
the Britiſß Empire began to fall into Confuſion, and gradually 
ſliding from the Summit of glorious Proſperity to which they had 
been advanced by the Virtues and Abilities of one Man, are at 
length diſtracted by the Convulſions, that now ſhake it to its 
deepeſt Foundations. — The new Miniſtry finding the brave Foes 
of Britain, though frequently defeated, yet {till contending, took 
up the unfortunate Idea of granting them a haſty Peace, and of 
then ſubduing her faithful Friends. „%% od oo, 
Theſe devoted Colonies were judged to be in ſuch a State, as to 
preſent Victories without Bloodſhed, and all the eaſy Emoluments 
of ſtatuteable Plunder.—The uninterrupted Tenor of their peace- 
able and reſpectful Behaviour from the Beginning of Colonization, 
their dutiful, zealous, and uſeful Services during the War, though 
ſo recently and amply acknowledged in the moiſt honourable Man- 
ner by his Majeſty, by the late King, and by Parliament, could 
not ſave them from the meditated Innovations.—Parlhiament was 
influenced to adopt the pernicious Project, and aſſuming a new 
Power over them, have in the Courſe of eleven Years given ſuch 
deciſive Specimens of the Spirit and Conſequences attending this 
Power, as to leave no Doubt concerning the Effects of Acquieſ- 
cence under it. They have undertaken to give and grant our Mo- 
ney without our Conſent, though we have ever exerciſed an ex- 
cluſive Right to diſpoſe of our own Property; Statutes have been 
| paſſed for extending the Juriſdiction of Courts of Admiralty and 
Vice-Admiralty beyond their ancient Limits; for depriving us of 
the accuſtomed and ineſtimable Privilege of Trial by Jury in Caſes 
affecting both Life and Property; for ſuſpending the Legiſlature 
of one of the Colonies; for interdicting all Commerce to the Ca- 
pital of another; and for altering fundamentally the Form of Go- 
vernment eſtabliſhed by Charter, and ſecured by Acts of its own 
Legiſlature ſolemnly confirmed by the Crown ; for exempting the 
„ Murderers” of Coloniſts from legal Trial, and in Effect, from 
Puniſhment ; for erecting in a neighbouring Province, acquired 
by the joint Arms of Great-Britain and America, a Deſpotiſm 
dangerous to our very Exiſtence ; and for quartering Soldiers up- 
on the Coloniſts in Time of profound Peace. It has alſo been re- 
ſolved in Parliament, that Coloniſts charged with committing cer- 
tain Offences, ſhall be tranſported to Ezglan! to be tried. 
But why thould we enumerate our Injuries in detail? By one 
Statute it is declared, that Parliament can * of right make Laus 
to bind us 2½ all Cafes whatfrever.” What is to defend us again 
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ſo enormous, ſo unlimited a Power? Not a ſingle Man of thoſe 
who aſſume it, is choſen by us; or is ſubject to our Controul or 
Influence; but on the Contrary, they are all of them exempt 


from the Operation of ſuch Laws, and an American Revenue, if 
not diverted from the oſtenſible Purpoſes for which it is raiſed, 


would actually lighten their own Burdens in Proportion, as they 
increaſe ours. We ſaw the Miſery to which ſuch Deſpotiſm 
would reduce us. We for ten Years inceſſantly and ineffectually 
beſieged the Throne as Supplicants ; we reaſoned, we remonſtrat- 
ed with Parliament in the moſt mild and decent Language. 
Adminiſtration ſenſible that we ſhould regard theſe oppreſſive 


Meaſures as Freemen ought to do, ſent over Fleets and Armies to 
enforce them. The Indignation of the Americans was rouſed, it is 
true; but it was the Indignation of a virtuous, loyal, and affecti- 


onate People. A Congreſs of Delegates from the United Colo- 
nies was aſſembled at Philadelphia, on the fifth Day of laſt Sep- 
tember. We reſolved again to offer an humble and dutiful Peti- 
tion to the King, and alſo addreſſed our Fellow Subjects of 


Great-Britain. | We have purſued every temperate, every reſpect- | 
ful Meaſure; we have even proceeded to break off our commercial 


Intercourſe with our Fellow Subjects, as the laſt peaceable Ad- 


monition, that our Attachment to no Nation upon Earth ſhould 


ſupplant our Attachment to Liberty. — This, we flattered our- 
ſelves, was the ultimate Step of the Controverſy: But ſubſequent 


Events have ſhewn, how vain was this Hope of finding Mode- 


ration in our Enemies. „ 5 
Several threatening Expreſſions againſt the Colonies were inſer- 
ted in his Majeſty's Speech; our Petition, tho' we were told it was 


a Decent one, and that his Majeſty had been pleaſed to receive it gra- 


ciouſly, and to promiſe laying it before his Parliament, was hud- 
dled into both Houſes among a Bundle of American Papers, and 
there neglected. The Lords and Commons in their Addreſs, in 


actually xiſted within the Province of Maſachuſetts-Bay ; and 
that thoſe eoncerned in it, had been countenanced and encouraged 


Majeſty's Subjects in ſeveral of the other Colonies ; and therefore 
they beſought his Majeſty, that he would take the moſt effectual 
Meaſures to inforce due Obedience to the Laws and Authority of 
the Supreme Legiſlature.” —Soon aſter, the commercial Inter- 
courſe of whole Colonies, with foreign Countries, and with each 
other, was cut off by an Act of Parliament; by another, ſeveral 
of them were intirely prohibited from the Fiſheries in the Seas near 
their Coaſts, on which they always depended for their Suſtenance; 
ad large Re-inforcements of Ships and 'Troops were immediately 
ent over to General Egge. | 


7 8 Fruitleſs 


the Month of February, ſaid, that“ a Rebellion at that Time 


dy unlawful Combinations and Engagements, entered into by his 


them, would be to deſerve them. 
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Fruitleſs were all the entreaties, arguments, and eloquence of my 


Illuſtrious Band of the moſt diſtinguiſhed Peers, and Commoners, who 


nobly and ſtrenuouſly aſſerted the Juſtice of our Cauſe, to ſtay, 
even to . the heedleſs fury with which theſe accumulated 


and unexampled Outrages were hurried on.— Equally fruitleſs vat 
the interference of the City of London, of Briftol, and many other 
reſpectable Towns in our Favour. Parliament adopted an infidi. 
_ ous Manceuvre calculated to divide us, to eftabhſh a perpetual 
Auction of Taxations where Cotony ſhould bid againſt Colony, 


all of them uninformed what Ranſom would redeem their Lives; 


and thus to extort from us, at the Point of the Bayonet, the un- 


known ſums that ſhould be ſufficient to gratify, if poſſible to gra- 


tify, miniſterial Rapacity, with the miſerable indulgence left to us 
of raiſing, in our own Mode, the preſcribed Tribute. What Terms 
more rigid and humiliating could have been dictated by remorlſeleſs 


Victors to conquered Enemies? In our circumſtances to accept 


Soon after the Intelligence of thele proceedings arrived on this 


Continent, General ws, who in the courſe of the laſt Year had 


taken Poſſeſſion of the Town of Boſton, in the Province of Maſa- 
£huſetts-Bay, and ſtill occupied it as a Garriſon, on the 19th day 
of April, ſent out from that Place a large detachment of his Ar- 


my, who made an unprovoked Aſſault on the Inhabitants of the 
| ſaid Province, at the Town of Lexington, as appears by the Aff 
+ davits of a great Number of Perſons, ſome of whom were Officers 


and Soldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the Inhabi- 


tants, and wounded many others. From thence the Troops pro- 
ceeded in warlike Array to the Town of Concord, where they ſet 
upon another Party of the Inhabitants of the ſame Province, kll- 


ing ſeveral and wounding more, until compelled to retreat by the 
country People ſuddenly aſſembled to repel this cruel Aggreſſion. 
Hoſtilities, thus commenced by the Briti/h Troops, have been 
ſince proſecuted by them without regard to Faith or Reputation, 


The Inhabitants of Baſton being confined within that Town by 


the General their Governor, and having, in order to procure their 
diſmiſſion, entered into a Treaty with him, it was ſtipulated that 


the ſaid Inhabitants having depoſited their Arms with their own 


Magiſtrates, ſhould have liberty to depart, taking with them ther 
other Effects. They accordingly delivered up their Arms, but 
in open violation of Honour, in defiance of the obligation of Tres 


ties, which even ſavage Nations eſteemed ſacred, the Governor 


ordered the Arms depolited as aforeſaid, that they might be pre- 
ſerved for their owners, to be ſeized by a Body of Soldiers; de- 
tained the greateſt part of the Inhabitants in the Town, and com- 
pelled the few who were permitted to retire, to leave their mol 
valuable Efects behind. FF 
By this perſidy Waves are ſeparated from their Huſbands, on 
— | ren 
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dren from their Parents, the aged and the ſick from their Relati- 
ons and Friends, who wiſh to attend and comfort them; and thoſe 
who have been uſed to live in Plenty and even Elegance, are re- 


| duced to deplorable Diſtreſs. Do 


The General, further emulating his miniſterial Maſters, by a 
Proclamation bearing date on the 12th day of June, after venting 
the groſſeſt Falſehoods and Calumnies againſt the good People of 
theſe Colonies, proceeds to © declare them all, either by Name or 
« Deſcription, to be Rebels and Traitors, to ſuperſede the courſe 


of the Common Law, and inſtead thereof to publiſh and order 


« the uſe and exerciſe of the Law Martial.” — His Troops have 
butchered our Countrymen, have wantonly burnt Charleſiown, be- 


| fdes a conſiderable number of Houſes in other Places; our Ships 
and Veſſels are ſeized; the neceſſary ſupplies of Proviſions are in- 


tercepted, and he is exerting his utmoſt Power to ſpread deſtructi- 
en and devaſtation around him. Cu We 
We have received certain Intelligence, that General Carelton, 
the Governor of Canada, is inſtigating the People of that Province 
and the Indians to fall upon us; and we have but too much rea- 
ſon to apprehend, that Schemes have been formed to excite do- 
meſtic Enemies againſt us. In brief, a part of theſe Colonies 
now feel, and all of them are ſure of feeling, as far as the Ven- 
ance of Adminiſtration can inflict them, the complicated Cala- 
mities of Fire, Sword, and Famine. We are reduced to the alter- 
native of chuſing an unconditional Submiſſion to the tyranny of ir- 
ritated Miniſters, or reſiſtance by Force. — The latter is our 
choice. We have counted the coſt of this conteſt, and find 
nothing ſo dreadful as voluntary Slavery. — Honour, Juſtice, and 
Humanity, forbid us tamely to ſurrender that Freedom which we 
received from our gallant Anceſtors, and which our innocent Poſ- 
terity have a right to receive from us. We cannot endure the in- 
famy and guilt of reſigning ſucceeding Generations to that wretch- 
edneſs which inevitably awaits them, if we baſely entail hereditary 
Bondage upon them. © ow 
Our caule is juſt. Our union is perfect. Our internal Reſources 
are great, and, if neceſſary, foreign Aſſiſtance is undoubtedly at- 
tainable.— We gratefully acknowledge, as ſignal Inſtances of the 
Divine Favour towards us, that his Providence would not permit 
us to be called into this ſevere Controverſy, until we were grown 
up to our preſent ſtrength, had been previonſly exerciſed in war- 
like Operation, and poſſeſſed of the means of defending ourſelves, 
With hearts fortified with theſe animating Reflections, we moſt - 
ſolemnly, before God and the World, ptCLaRE, that, exerting 
the utmoſt Energy of thoſe Powers, which our beneficent Creator 
hath graciouſly beſtowed upon us, the Arms we have been com- 
pelled by our Enemies to aſſume, we will, in defiance of eve- 
Y Hazard, with unabating Firmneſs and Perſeverence, 1 
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for the preſervation of our Liberties; being with one Mind reſoly. 


ed todie Freemen rather than to live Slaves. 


Left this Declaration ſhould diſquiet the Minds ot our Friends 


and Fellow-Subje&s in any part of the Empire, we aſſure them 
that we mean not to diſſolve that Union which has fo long and ſo 
| happily ſubſiſted between us, and which we ſincerely with to ſee 


reſtored. —Neceſſity has not yet driven us into that deſperate 
Meaſure, or induced us to excite any other Nation to War againft 
them. We have not raiſed Armies with ambitious Deſigns of ſe. 
parating from Great- Britain, and eſtabliſhing Independent States. 
We tight not for Glory or for Conqueſt. We exhibit to Mankind 
the remarkable Spectacle of a People attacked by unprovoked E- 


nemies, without any imputation or even ſuſpicion of Offence. 
Dey boaſt of their Privileges and Civilization, and yet proffer no 
milder Conditions than Servitude or Death. 


In our own native Land, in defence of the Freedom that ! is our 


Birth-right, and which we ever enjoyed till the late Violation of 


it—for the protection of our Property, acquired ſolely by the ho- 


nd Induſtry of our fore-fathers and ourſelves, againſt Violence 
actually offered, we have taken up Arms. We ſhall lay them down 


when Hoſtilities ſhall ceaſe on the part of the Aggreffors, and all 
danger of their being renewed ſhall be removed, and not before. 
With an humble Confidence in the Mercies of the ſupreme and 


impartial Judge and Ruler of the Univerſe, we moſt devoutly im- 


plore his Divine Goodneſs to protect us happily through this great 


Conflict, to diſpoſe our Adverſaries to reconciliation on reaſonable 


Terms, and thereby to relieve the nk ay from the Calamities of 


| * a © ads. RzsoLveD, That a 3 be 8 to 
the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of the City of London, 
_ expreſſing the Zhaake of this Congreſs, for their virtuous and ſpi- 


rited Oppoſition to the oppreſſive and ruinous Syſtem of Colony 


Adminiſtration adopted by the Briti/h Miniftry. 
OxpereD, That the Committee appointed to draught an Ad- 


dreſs to the People of Ereat- Britain, do prepare this. 
- Adjourned till to-morrow at nine 0 clock. 


po Faivay, Fuly 7. 1778 
Met according to adjournment. | 
The Committee to whom the Addreſs to the People of Great- 


Britain, was re-committed, brought in the ſame, which being 


again read and debated, the farther conſideration thereof was de- 


ferred till to-morrow. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o clock. 


SATURDAY, Tub 8, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. The 
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The Petition to the King being engroſſed, was compared at the 


1 and ſigned by the Members preſent. 


7 the KIN G's moſt excellent M * * 8 * 15 


Maſ Gracious Sovereign, | 
WE your Majeſty's faithful Subjects of the üben of Mew- 


Hampſhire, Maſſachufetts-Bay, Rhode-INand, and Providence Plan- 


tations, Connecticut, New-York, News Ferſey, Pennſylvania, the 
Counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North-Carolina, and South-Carolina, in behalf of our- 
ſelves, and the Inhabitants of theſe Colonies, who have deputed 
us to repreſent them in General Congreſs, entreat your Majeſty" & 
racious Attention to this our humble Petition. 
The union between our Mother Country and theſe Colonies, 
aud the energy of mild and juſt Government, produced benefits ſo 
remarkably important, and afforded ſuch an Aſſurance of their 


permanency and enereaſe, that the Wonder and Envy of other Na- 


tions were excited, while they beheld Great-Britain riſing to a 
Power the moſt extraordinary the World had ever known. 

Her Rivals, obſerving that there was no probability of this hap- 
py connexion being broken by civil Piſſenſions, and apprehending 
its future Effects, if left any longer undiſturbed, reſolved to pre- 
vent her receiving ſuch continual and formidable Acceſſions of 
Wealth and Strength, by checking the growth of thoſe Settle- 
ments from which they were to be derived. | 

In the proſecution of this Attempt, events ſo unfavourable to 
the Deſign took place, that every Friend to the intereſt of Great- 
Britain and theſe Colonies, entertained pleaſing and reaſonable 
Expectations of ſeeing an additional Force and Exertion immedi- 
ately given to the Operations of the Union hitherto experienced, 
by an enlargement of the dominions of the Crown, and the remov- 
al of ancient and warlike Enemies to a greater diſtance. 

At the Concluſion therefore of the late War, the moſt glorious 
and advantageons that ever had been carried on by B77; Arms, 
your loyal Coloniſts having contributed to its Succeſs, by ſuch re- 
peated and ſtrenuous Exertions, as frequently procured them the 
diſtinguiſhed approbation of your Majeffy, of the late King, and 
01 Parliament, doubted not but that they ſhould be permitted, 
vith the reſt of the Empire, to ſhare in the bleſſings of Peace, and 
the emoluments of Victory and Conqueſt. 

While theſe recent and honourable acknowledgements of 1 
Merits remained on record in the Journals and Acts of that auguſt 
Leviſlature, the Parliament, undefaced by the imputation or even 
the ſuſpicion of any Offence, they were alarmed by a new Syſtem 
of Statutes and Regulations adopted for the adminiſtration of the 
Colonies, that filled their ce with the moſt painful Fears and 

Jealoutics, 
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| Jealoufies; and, to their inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment, perceived the 
danger of a foreign Quarrel quickly ſucceeded by domeſtic Dan. 
ger, in their judgment of a more dreadful kind. 

Nor were theſe Anxieties alleviated by any tendency in this 
Syſtem to promote the welfare of their Mother Country. For 
though its Effects were more immediately felt by them, yet its In- 
fluence appeared to be i injurious to the Commerce and Proſperity 

of Great Britain. 

We ſhall decline the ahoratbfi Taſk of deſcribing the irkſome 
Variety of Artifices, practiſed by many of your Maje'ty's Mini. 
ſters, the deluſive Pretences, fruitleſs Terrors, and unavailing Se- 
verities, that have from time to time been dealt out by them, i in 
their Attempts to execute this impolitic Plan, or of tracing thro' 
à Series of Years paſt, the Progreſs of the unhappy Differences 
between Great-Britain and theſe Colonics, that have flowed from 
this fatal Source. 
Your Majeſty's Miniſters, perſevering in theie Meaſures: and 
proceeding to open Hoſtilities for enforcing them, have compelled 
us to arm in our own Defence, and have engaged us in a Contro- 
verſy ſo peculiarly abhorrent to the Affections of your ſtill faithful 
Coloniſts, that when we confider whom we muſt oppoſe in this Conteſt, 
and if it continues, what may be the conſequences, our own parti. 
cular Misfortunes are accounted by us only as parts cf our Diſtreſs. 

Enowing to what violent Reſentments, and incurable Animoſi- 
ties, civil Difcords are apt to exaſperate and inflame the conten- 

ding Parties, we think ourſelves required by indiſpenſible Obliga- 
tions to Almighty God, to your Majeſty, to our Fellow- Subjects, 
and to ourſelves, immediately to uſe all the Means in our Power, 
not incompatible with our Safety, for ſtopping the further Effuf- 
pn of Blood, and for averting the impending. Calamities that 
threaten the Þrizi/h Empire. 
Thus called upon to Addreſs your Majeſty on Affairs of ſuch 
Moment to America, and probably to all your Dominions, we are 
earneſtly defirous of performing this Office, with the utmoſt De- 
ference for your Majeſty ; and we therefore pray, that your Ma- 
jeſty's royal Magnanimity and Benevolence may make the moſt 
_ favourable conſtructions of our Expreſſions on ſo uncommon an 
_ occaſion. Could we repreſent in their full Force, the Sentiments 
| that agitate the Minds of us your dutiful Subjects, we are perſuad- 

cd your Majeſty would aſcribe any ſeeming deviation from reve- 
rence in our Language, and even in our Conduct, not to any fe- 
prehenſible Intention, but to the impoſſibility of reconciling the 
uſual appearances of Reſpect with a juſt Attention to our own Pre- 
ſervation againſt thoſe artful and cruel Enemies, who abuſe your 
royal Confidence and Authority, for the Purpoſe of effecting our 
Deſtruction. 


Attached to your Majeſty g Perſon, Family „and Governmen 
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with all Devotion that Principle and Affection can inſpire, con- 
nected with Great-Britain by the ſtrongeſt Ties that can unite 
Societies, and deploring every Event that tends in any degree to 
weaken them, we ſolemnly aſſure your Majeſty, that we not only 
moſt ardently deſire the former Harmony between her and theſe 
Colonies may be reſtored, but that a Concord may be eſtabliſhed 
between them upon ſo firm a Baſis as to perpetuate its Bleſſings un- 
interrupted by any future Diſſenſions to ſucceeding Generations in 
both Countries, and to tranſmit your Majeſty's Name to Poſterity, 
adorned with that ſignal and laſting Glory, that has attended the 
Memory of thoſe illuſtrious Perſonages, whoſe Virtues and Abilities 
have extricated States from dangerous Convulſions, and, by ſecur- 


ing Happineſs to others, have erected the moſt noble and 
Monuments to their own Fame. _ EY 


durable 


Me beg leave farther to aſſure your Majeſty, that notwithſtand- 
ing the ſufferings of your loyal Coloniſts, during the Courſe of this 
preſent Controverſy, our Breaſts retain too tender a Regard for 
the Kingdom from which we derive our Origin, to requett ſuch a 
reconciliation as might in any Manner be incontiſtent with her 


Dignity or her Welfare. Theſe, related as we are to her, 


Honour 


and Duty as well as Inclination, induce us to ſupport and advance; 
and the apprehenfions that now oppreſs our Hearts with unſpeak- 
able Grief, being once removed, your Majeſty will find your faith- 
ful Subjects on this Continent ready and willing at all Times, as 
they have ever been, with their Lives and Fortunes, to aſſert and 
maintain the Rights and Intereſts of your Majeſty, and of our 


Mother Country. | | 


We therefore beſeech your Majeſty, that your Royal Authori- 


ty and Influence may be graciouſly interpoſed to procure us relief 


from our afflicting Fears and Jealouſies, occaſioned by the 
before mentioned, and to ſettle Peace through every part 


Syſtem 
of your 


Dominions, with all Humility ſubmitting to your Majeſty's wiſe 
conſideration, whether it may not be expedient for facilitating 
thoſe important Purpoſes, that your Majeſty be pleaſed to direct 
lome Mode, by which the united applications of your faithful Co- 
loniſts to the Throne, in purſuance of their common Councils, 
may be improved into a happy and permanent Reconciliation; 
and that, in the mean time, Meaſures may be taken for preventing 
the further Deſtruction of the Lives of your Majeſty's Subjects; 
and that ſuch Statutes as more immediately Diſtreſs any of your 


Majeſty's Colonies may be repealed. 


For by ſuch arrangements as your Majeſty's Wiſdom can form 


for collecting the united Senſe of your American People, 


we are 


convinced your Majeſty would receive ſuch ſatisfactory Proofs of 


State, that the wiſhed for Opportunity would ſoon be reſi 
them, of evineing the ſincerity of their Profeſſions, by eve 


the Diſpoſition of the Coloniſts towards their Sovereign and Parent 
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timony of Devotion becoming the moſt dutiful Subjects and the 
moſt affectionate Coloniſts. 

That your Majeſty may enjoy a long and proſperous R i 
and that your deſcendants may govern your Dominions with 
nour to themſelves and Happineſs to their Subjects, is our lincere 


Prayer. 


The Coinniltice appointid. to prepare a Letter to the Lord 
Mayor, &c. reported the ſame, which was read. 
On Motion, ResoLveD, That the ſame Committee prepare a 
Letter to Richard Penn, Eſq. and the Colony Agents by name in 


: England. 


The Congreſs then led the conſideration of the Addreſs to 
the Inhabitants of Ereat-Britain, which being PIE by Para- 


; .* 


The Twele United Colonies, by their Delegates in Congreſs, 70 the 


Jnhabitants of Great- Britain. 


+ Friends: e e 4 Brethrent 2 
By theſe, and by every other Apellation that may e the 


Ties, which bind ws to each other, we entreat your ſerious At- 
tention to this our ſecond Attempt to prevent their Piſſolution. 


Rememberance of former Friendſhips, Pride in the glorious At- 


chievements of our common Anceſtors, and Affection for the Heirs 


of their Virtues, have hitherto preſerved our mutual Connection; 
but when that Friendſhip is violated by the groſſeſt Injuries; when 
the Pride of Anceſtry becomes our Reproach, and we are no other- 


wiſe allied than as Tyrants and Slaves; when reduced to the me- 


lancholy Alternative of renouncing your Favour or our Freedom; 


can we hefitate about the choice ? Let the Spirit of Br Hons deter- 


mine. 
In a former Addreſs we aſſerted our r Rights, and ſtated the In- 


juries we had then received. We hoped, that the mention of our 


Wrongs would have rouſed that honeſt Indignation which has ſlept 
too long for your Honour, or the Welfare of the Empire. But 
we have not been permitted to entertain this pleaſing Expectation. 
Every Day brought an accumulation of Injuries, and the Inven- 
tion of the Miniſtry has been conſtantly exerciſed, in adding to the 


Calamities of your American Brethren. 


After the moſt valuable Right of Legiſlation was :ofringed; 


when the Powers aſſumed by your Parliament, in which we arc 


not repreſented, and from our local and other circumſtances cannot 
properly be repreſented, rendered our Property precarious ; after 


being denied that mode of Trial, to which we have long been in- 


debred for the ſafety of our e and the preſervation of our 


| Liberties 3 ; after being 1 in many inſtances diveſted of thoſe Laws, 
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Seas, in Deſarts unexplored, amidſt barbarous and inhoſpitable 
Nations, were annulled ; when, without the form of Trial, with- 
out a public Accuſation, whole Colonies were condemned, their 
Trade deſtroyed, their Inhabitants impoveriſhed ; when Soldiers 


were encouraged to embrue their Hands in the Blood of Ameri- 


cans, by offers of Impunity; when new modes of Trial were inſti- 


tuted for the ruin of the accuſed, where the charge carried with =: 


the horrors of conviction ; when a deſpotic Government was eſta- 


| bliſhed in a neighbouring Province, and its Limits extended to 
every of our Frontiers; we little imagined that any thing could be 


added to this black Catalogue of unprovoked Injuries : but we 


have unhappily been deceived, and the late Meaſures of the Briti/h 
Miniſtry fully convince us, that their object is the reduction of 


theſe Colonies to Slavery and Ruin. 


To confirm this Aſſertion, let us recal your attention to the Af- 
fairs of America, fince our laſt Addreſs. Let us combat the Ca- 
lumnies of our Enemies; and let us warn you of the dangers that 
threaten you in our deſtruction. Many of your Fellow-Subjects, 
whoſe ſituation deprived them of other Support, drew their Main- 


tenance from the Sea; but the deprivation of our Liberty being 
ſufficient to ſatisfy the reſentment of our Enemies, the horrors of 
Famine were ſuperadded, and a Britiſh Parliament, who, in bet- 
ter times, were the Protectors of Innocence and the Patrons of 
Humanity, have, without diſtinction of Age or Sex, robbed thou- 


ſands of the Food which they were accuſtomed to draw from that 
inexhauſtible Source, placed in their neighbourhood by the bene- 


volent Creator. | 


Another Act of your Legiſlature ſhuts our Ports, and prohibits 
our Trade with any but thoſe States from whom the great Law 


of felf-preſervation renders it abſolutely neceſſary we ſhould at pre- 


ſent withhold our Commerce. But this Act (whatever may have 
been its deſign) we conſider rather as injurious to your Opulence 
than our Intereſt. All our Commerce terminates with you; and 


the Wealth we procure from other Nations, is ſoon exchanged 
tor your Superfluities. Our remittances mult then ceaſe with our 
Trade; and our refinements with our Affluence. We truſt, how- 
erer, that Laws which deprive us of every Bleſſing but a Soil 
that teems with the neceſſaries of Life, and that Liberty which 
renders the enjoyment of them ſecure, will not relax our Vigour 
in their Defence. — _ 8 

We might here obſerve on the Cruelty and Inconſiſteney of 
thoſe, who, while they publicly Brand us with reproachful and 
unworthy Epithets, endeavour to deprive us of the means of de- 


. fence 
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which were tranſmitted to us by our common Anceſtors, and ſub- 
jected to an arbitrary Code, compiled under the auſpices of Roman. 
Tyrants; after thoſe Charters, which encouraged our Predeceſ- 
ſors to brave Death and Danger in every Shape, on unknown 
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fence, by their Interpofition with foreign Powers, and to deliver 
us to the lawleſs Ravages of a mercileſs Soldiery. But happily 
we are not without Reſources ; and though the timid and humil- 
ating Applications of a Brizi/þ Miniftry ſhould prevail with for. 


eign Nations, yet Induſtry, prompted by Neceſſity, will not lee 


us without the neceſſary Supplies. DN. 
We could with to go no further, and, not to wound the Ear of 
Humanity, leave untold thoſe rigorous Acts of Oppreſſion, which 
are daily exerciſed in the Town of Baſton, did we not hope, that 


by diſclaiming their Deeds and puniſhing the Perpetrators, you | 


citabliſh the violated Laws of Juſtice. _ 5 
That once populous, flouriſhing and commercial Town is nos 
garriſoned by an Army ſent not to protect, but to enſlave its In- 
Mabitants.— The civil Government is overturned, and a military 
Deſpotiſm erected upon its Ruins. Without Law, without 
Right, Powers are aſſumed unknown to the Conſtitution. Pri- 
vate Property is unjuſtly invaded. The Inhabitants, daily fub- 
jected to the Licentiouſneſs of the Soldiery, are forbid to remore 
in Defiance of their natural Rights, in Violation of the mot ſo- 
lemn Compacts. Or if, after long and weariſome Solicitation, a 
Paſs is procured, their Effects are detained, and even thoſe who 
are moſt favoured, have no Alternative but Poverty or Slavery. 
The Diſtreſs of many thouſand People, wantonly deprived of the 
Neceſſaries of Life, is a Subject, on, which we would not wiſh to 
enlarge. . 5 . 
Vet we cannot but obſerve, that a Britiſß Fleet (unjuſtified even 
by Acts of your Legiſlature) are daily employed in ruining out 
Commerce, ſeizing our Ships, and depriving whole Communities 
of their daily Bread. Nor will a Regard for your Honour permit 
us to be filent, while Britiſß Troops ſully your Glory, by Ac 
tions, which the moſt inveterate Enmity will not palliate among 
civilized Nations, the wanton and unneceſſary Deſtruction of 
Charleſtown, a large, ancient, and once populous Town, juſt be. 
ore deferted by its Inhabitants, who had fled to avoid the Fury of 
„%%% . oo oo: 

If you ſtill retain thoſe Sentiments of Compaſſion, by which 
Britons have ever been diſtinguiſhed; if the Humanity, which 
tempered the Valour of our common Anceſtors, has not degeners 
ted into Cruelty, you will lament the Miſeries of their Deſcer 

dants. SER . 
To what are we to attribute this Treatment? If to any ſect 
Principle of the Conſtitution, let it be mentioned; let us learn, 
that the Government, we have long revered, is not without its Dc 
fects, and that while it gives Freedom to a Part, it neceſſarily ei 

flaves the Remainder of the Empire. If ſuch a Principle exiſts 
why for Ages has it ceaſed to operate? Why at this Time - | 
| | | ry CO Calle 


would ſhortly vindicate the Honour of the Briti/h Name and re. 
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called into Action? Can no Reaſon be aſſigned for this Conduct? 


Or mult it be reſolved into the wanton Exerciſe of arbitrary Pow- 
er? And ſhall the Deſcendants of Britons tamely ſubmit to this. 
No Sirs ! We never will, while we revere the Memory of our 
gallant and virtuous Anceſtors, we never can ſurrender thoſe glo- 
rious Privileges, for which they fought, bled and conquered. 
Admit that your Fleets could deftroy our Towns, and ravage our 
Sea-Coaſts ; theſe are inconſiderable Objects, Things of no Mo- 
ment to Men, whoſe Boſoms glow with the Ardor of Liberty. 
We can retire beyond the Reach of your Navy, and, without any 
ſenſible Diminution of the Neceſſaries of Life, enjoy a Luxury, 
which from that Period you will want; the Luxury of being 
pres. 5 „ „„ | 
We know the Force of your Arms, and was it called forth in 
the Cauſe of Juſtice and your Country, we might dread the Ex- 
ertion; but will Brifozs fight under the Banners of Tyranny ? 
Will they counteract the Labours, and diſgrace the Victories of 
their Aaceitors? Will they forge Chains for their Poſterity ? If 
they deſcend to this unworthy Taſk, will their Swords retain 
their Edge, their Arms their accuſtomed Vigour ? Britons can ne- 
ver become the Initruments of Oppreſſion, till they loſe the Spirit 
of Freedom, by which alone they are invincible. | _ 
Our Wnerates charge us with Sedition. In what does it confiſt? 
In our Refuſal to ſubmit to unwarrantable Acts of Injuſtice and 
Cruelty ? If fo, ſhew us a Period in your Hiſtory, in which you 
have not been equally Seditious. „ ET „ 
Me are acculed of aiming at Independence; but how is this 
Accuſation ſupported? By the Allegations of your Miniſters, not 
by our Actions. Abuſed, inſulted, and contemned, what Steps 
have we purſued to obtain Redreſs? We have carried our dutiful 
Petitions to the Throne. We have applied to your Juſtice for 
Relief. We have retrenched our Luxury, and withheld our Trade. 
The Advantages of our Commerce were deſigned as a Compen- 
lation for your Protection: When you ceaſed to protect, for what 
were we to compenſate ? . „ 


What has been the Succeſs of qur Endeavours? The Clemency 
of our Sovereign is unhappily diverted; our Petitions are treated 
with Indignity; our Prayers anſwered by Inſults. Our Applica— 
tion to you remains unnoticed, and leaves us the melancholy Ap- 
prehenſion- of your wanting either the Will, or the Power, to 
aſſiſt us. | 5 | To 

Even under theſe Circumſtances, what Meaſures have we taken 
that betray a Defire of Independence? Have we called in the Aid 
of thoſe foreign Powers, who are the Rivals of your Grandeur? 
When your Troops where few and defenceleſs, did we take Ad- 
vantage of their Diſtreſs and expel them our Towns ? Or have we 
permitted them to fortify, to receive new Aid and to acquire addi- 
tonal Strength 2 f | — — Let 
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Let not your Enemies and ours perſuade you, that in this we 
were influenced by Fear or any other unworthy Motive. The 
Lives of Br:tons are ſtill dear to us. They are the Children of our 
Parents, and an uninterrupted Intercourſe of mutual Benefits had 
knit the Bonds of Friendſhip. When Hoſtilities were commenced, 
when on a late Occaſion we were wantonly attacked by your 


Troops, though we repelled their Aſſaults and returned their 


Blows, yet we lamented the Wounds they obliged us to give; 
nor have we yet learned to rejoice at a Victory over Ergli/hmen. 
As we wiſh not to colour our Actions, or diſguiſe our Thoughts; 
we ſhall, in the ſimple Language of Truth, avow the Meaſures we 
have purſued, the Motives, upon which we have acted, and our 
J...... 8 
When our late Petition to the Throne produced no other Effect 
than freſh Injuries, and Votes of your Legiſlature, calculated to 
juſtify every Severity; when your Fleets and your Armies were 
prepared to wreſt from us our Property, to rob us of our Liber- 
ties or our Lives; when the hoſtile Attempts of General Gage e- 
vinced his Deſigns, we levied Armies for our Security and De- 
fence, When the Powers veſted in the Governor of Canada, 
gave us Reaſon to apprehend Danger from that 
had frequent Intimations, that a cruel and ſavage Enemy was to 
be let looſe upon the defenceleſs Inhabitants of our Frontiers; we 
took ſuch Meaſures as Prudence dictated, as Neceſſity will juſtify. 
Ve poſſeſſed ourſelves of Crown-Point and Ticonderoga. Yet 
give us leave molt ſolemnly to aſſure you, that we have not yet loſt 
Sight of the Object we have ever had in View, a Reconciliation 
with you on conſtitutional Principles, and a Reſtoration of that 
friendly Intercourſe, which, to the Advantage of both, we till 
lately maintained. jn i um 
The inhabitants of this Country apply themſelves chiefly to A- 
_ ericulture and Commerce. As their Faſhions and Manners are fi- 
milar to yours, your Markets mutt afford them the Conveniencies 
and Luxuries, for which they exchange the Produce of their La- 
bours. The Wealth of this extended Continent centres with you; 
and our Trade is fo regulated as to be ſubſervient only to your In- 
tereſt. You are too reaſonable to expect, that by Taxes (in Ad- 
dition to this) we ſhould contribute to your Expence; to believe 
after diverting the Fountain, that the Streams can flow with un: 
abated Fares EEE 3 1 Pt 
It has been ſaid, that we refuſe to ſubmit to the Reſtrictions 
on our Commerce. From whence is this Inference drawn ? Not 


from our Words, we having repeatedly declared the Contrary; 
and we gain profeſs our Submiſſion to the ſeveral Acts of Trade 
and Navigation paſſcd before the Year 1763, truſting nevertheleſs 
in the Equity and Juſtice of Parliament, that ſuch of them ds, 
upon cool and impartial Conſideration, ſhall appear to have im- 
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poſed unneceſſary or grievous Reſtrictions, will, at fome happier 
Period, be repealed or altered. And we cheerfully conſent to 
the Operation of ſuch Acts of the Briti/h Parliament as ſhall be re- 
{trained to the Regulation of our external Commerce, for the Pur- 


pole of ſecuring the commercial Advantages of the whole Empire 
to the Mother-Country, and the commercial Benefits of its re- 


ſpective Members; excluding every Idea of Taxation internal or 


external, for raifing : a Revenue on the Re in America without 


their Conſent. 25 | 
It 1s alledged that we conteibuts nothing to the common De- 


"TO To this we anſwer, that the Advantages which Great- 
Britain receives from the Monopoly of our Trade, far exceed our 


Proportion of the Expence neceſſary for that Purpoſe. But 


ſhould theſe Advantages be inadequate thereto, let the Reftric- 
tions on our Trade be removed, and we will cheerfully contribute ; 


ſuch Proportion when conſtitutionally required. 


It is a fundamental Principle of the Brizz/h Conſtitution, that 
every Man ſhould have at leaſt a Repreſentative Share in the For- 
mation of thoſe Laws, by which he is bound. Were it otherwiſe, 


the Regulation of our internal Police by a Briti/h Parliament, 
who are and ever will be unacquainted with our local Circum- 


Runes, muſt be always inconvenient, and frequently oppreſſive, 
working our wrong, without yielding any poſſible Advantage to | 


YOu. 

A Plan of Accommodation (as it has been abſurdly called) has 
been propoſed by your Miniſters to our reſpective Aſſemblies. 
Were this Propoſal free from every other Objection, but that 
which ariſes from the Time of the Offer, it would not be unex- 
ceptionable. Can Men deliberate with the Bayonet at their 


Breaſt? Can they treat with Freedom, while their Towns are 


ſacked; when daily Inſtances of Injuſticg and Oppreffion diſturb 


the 8 Operations of Reaſon? 


If this Propoſal is really ſuch as you Wolid offer and we accept, 


why was it delayed till the Nation was put to uſeleſs Expence,- and 


we were reduced to our preſent melancholy Situation? If it holds 


forth nothing, why was it propoſed ? Unleſs indeed to deceive 


you into a Belief, that we were unwilling to liſten to any Terms of 
Accommodation? But what is ſubmitted to our Conſideration? 
We contend for the Diſpoſal of our Property. We are told that 
our Demand 1s unreaſonable, that our Aſſemblies may indeed col- 


lect our Money, but that they muſt at the ſame Time offer, not 
what your Exigences or ours may require, but ſo much as ſhall be 
deemed ſufficient to ſatisfy the Defires of a Miniſter and enable 
him to provide for Favourites and Dependants. A Recurrence to 
jour own Treaſury will convince you how little of the Money al- 
ready extorted from us has been applied to the Relief of your Bur- 


chens. To ſuppoſe that we would thus : a the Shadow 
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and give up the Subſtance, is adding Inſult to Injuric, 
Wie have nevertheleſs again preſented an humble and dutiful 
Petition to our Sovereign; "and to remove every imputation of Ob. 
ſtinacy, have requeſted his Majeſty to direct ſome Mode, by which 
the united Applications of his faithful Coloniſts may be improved 
into a happy and permanent Reconciliation. We are willing to 
treat on ſuch Terms as can alone render an accommodation laſting, 
and we flatter ourſelves that our pacific Endeavours will be attend- 
ed with a removal of miniſterial Troops, and a repeal of thoſe 
Laws, of the Operation of which we complain, on the one part, 
and a diſbanding of our Army, and a diſſolution of our commer. 
cial Aſſociations, on the other. 

Yet conclude not from this that we © propoſe to ſurrender our 
Property into the Hands of your Miniſtry, or veſt your Parlia- 
ment with a Power which may terminate in our Deſtruction. The 
great Bulwarks of our Conſtitution we have deſired to maintain 
by every temperate, by every peaceable Means; but your Mini- 

ſters (equal Foes to Britiſh and American freedom) have added 
to their former Oppreſſions an Attempt to reduce us by the Sword 
to a baſe and abject Submiſſion. On the Sword, therefore, we 
are compelled to rely for Protection. Should Victory declare in 
your Favour, yet Men trained to Arms from their infancy, and 
animated by the love of Liberty, will afford neither a cheap or 
eaſy Conqueſt. Of this at leaſt we are aſſured, that our Struggle 
will be glorious, our Succels certain; ſince even in Death we ſhall 
find that Freedom which in Lite you forbid us to enjoy. 
| Let us now aſk what Advantages are to attend our Reduction! 
The Trade of a ruined and deſolate Country is always inconſide- 
. rable, its Revenue trifling; the Expence of ſubjecting and retain- 
ing it in ſubjection certain and inevitable. What then remains 
| but the gratification of an ill- -judged Pride, or the nope of render 
ing us ſubſervient to deſigns on your Liberty. 


Soldiers who have ſheathed their Swords in the Bowels 4 FER 


American Brethren, will not draw them with more reluctance 
againſt you. When too late you may lament the loſs of that free- 
dom, which we exhort you, while {till 1n your Power, to pre 
ſerve. 

On the other 3 ſhould you prove unſucceſsful ; ſhould that 
Connexion, which we moſt ardently wiſh to maintain, be diſſolved; 
ſhould your Miniſters exhauſt your Treaſures and waſte the Blood 


of your Countrymen in vain Attempts on our Liberty; do they 


not deliver you, weak and defenceleſs, to your natural E nemies. 
Since then your Liberty muſt be the price of your Victories; 
your Ruin, of your Defeat: — What blind Fatality can urge yo! 
to a purſuit deſtructive of all that Britons hold dear? 
If you have no regard to the Connexion that has for Ages ſub- 


iſted between us; if you have forgot the Wounds we have recen 
ev 
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ed fighting by your + Side for the extention of the Einpire; if our 


Commerce is not an object below your conſideration ; if Juſtice 


. and Humanity have loſt their influence on your Hearts - ſtill Mo- 
h tives are not wanting to excite your Indignation at the Meaſures 
d now purſued : Your Wealth, your Ts your Liberty are at 
0 Stake. 
„ "Notwithfiandin g the Diſtreſs to which we are . we dene 
| times forget our own Afflictions, to anticipate and ſympathize in 
e yours. We grieve that raſh and inconſiderate Councils ſhould pre- 
t, cipitate the deſtruction of an Empire, which has been the envy and 
r. admiration of Ages, and call God to witneſs! that we would part 
with our Property, endanger our Lives, and facrifice N thing 
Ir but Liberty, to redeem you from ruin. 


A Cloud hangs over your Heads and ours; eer this reaches 
you, it may probably burſt upon us; let us then (before the re- 
membrance of former Kindneſs is obliterated) once more repeat. 
thoſe Appellations which are ever grateful in our Ears; let us en- 
treat Heaven to avert our Ruin, and the Deſtruction that threx- 


tens our Friends, Brethren, and Eountrymen, on the other hide 
of the Atlantic. 


' Okvere, That the 1 Addreſs be immediately printed, and 
ſent by Mr. Penn to England. _ 
The Letter to the Led Mayor, Aldermen, ard Livery of Ts 
din, being again read and debated, was agreed to as follows: 


* 


_ My Lox, 


PE RMIT the Delegates of the People of tavelve ancient Cal. 
nies, to pay your Lordſhip, and the very reſpectable Body of which 
you are Head, the juſt Tribute of Gratitude and Thanks, for the 
virtuous and unſolicited Reſentment you have ſhewn to the violated 
Rights of a free People. The City of London, my Lord, having in 
all Ages, approved itſelf the Patron of Liberty, and the Support of 
Juft Government, againſt lawleſs Tyranny and Dpreſſion, cannot fail 
4% make us deeply Jensi ble of the powerful Aid, our Cauſe muſt re- 
cerve from ſuch Advocates. A Cauſe, my Lord, worthy the ſupport 
of the firſk City in the World, as it involves the fate of a great Conti- 
nent, and threatens to ſhake the Foundations of a fouriſhing, and, 
until lately, a happy Empire. 

North-America, my Lord, wiſhes moſt ardently for a laſting Con- 
nection with Great-Britain on Terms of juſt and equal Hef s leſs 
than which generous Minds will not er, nor e and free ones 
be willing to receive. 

A cruel War has at length been op-ned againſt us, and 161700 We 
Prepare to d:fend ourſelves like the deſeendants of Britons, we 2 al 

| e 
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the Petition to the Kin g, and Addreſs to the Inhabitants of Great which 
Britain, and the Letter to the Lord Mayor, &c. to Richard Penn, Vard. 
Eſq. and that the Preſident requeſt Mr. Penn, in behalf of the As t 
Congreſs, to join with the Colony Agents 1 in provevting the Fes on, anc 
on to the King. nce, t 


Adjourned on Monday at nine o'clock, 


Mo yDAT) | 
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hope that the Mediation of wiſe and good Citizens, will at t length pre« 47 
wail over Deſpotiſm, and reſtore Harmony and Peace, on permanent Met 
Principles, ts an »fpreſſed and divided Empire. Infor 
: WW; 7 have the Honour tobe, well ace 
ö Motion 
With great Eſteem, introdu 
war Lord/hid's The 
Faithful Friends and Fellow-S aljeft. the Mil 
in their 
"Oupirirs, That the above Letter be tranſeribed, then 18 0 ther co1 
by the Preſi dent. Adio 
The Committee appointed to prepare a a Letter to Mr. Penn and 
the Colony Agents, reported a Praught, which was read and w Ty 
2 as follows : 3 Met: 
| GenrLEmEn,; =» and rea 
The Perſeverance of the Britiſh Miniſtry in their a ond cruel morrow 
Syſtem of Colony Adminiſtration, has vecaft oned the Meeting of ann On ii 
ther Congreſs. 1 raiſed 11 
We abe again ahpealed to the Juſtice of ou cur Sovereign for protedi J Rx sc 
n ag the Deſtruction which his Miniſters meditate for his Ame- « An 
rican Subjeds. This Petition to his Majeſty you will pleaſe, Gentle» WM Iſlands 
 mnen, to preſent to the Ring ewith all convenient Expedition, aſter Adjo 
avhich wwe de 7 ire it may be given to the Public. We likewiſe ſend you x 
eur ſecond Application to the Equity and Intereſt of our Felloau-Sub- 
jeds in Great- Britain, aud alſo a Declaration ſetting forth the Met: 
Cauſes of our taking up Arms: Both which we wiſh may be imme- AG: 
Aliately put to P, 72 and communicated as univerſally as poſſible. examine 
The Congreſs entertain the higheſt Senſe of the wiſe and worthy Lette 
 Tnterpofition of the Lord Mayor and Livery of London, in favour of The 
injured America. They have expreſſed this their Senſe in a Letter i the Con 
to his Lordſhip and the Livery, which we deſire may be pr eſentes i was agr 
in the Manner msft agreeable to that reſpectable Body. That 
Yeu will oblige us, Gentlemen, by giving the miaſt PF Informa: Nations 
lion to the Congreſs, and to the Speakers of our reſpedtive Aſſemblies Colonie. 
of your proceeding in this Buſineſs, and ſuch further Intelligence a3 That 
you may Junge to be of importance to America in this great Conteſt. on will 
e are, with great regard, take up 
Gentlemen, &c. be very 
Onveney, That the above be fairly tranſcribed, and then ſign- WM frengt 
| "ot by the Preſident, and by him ſent under Cover, together with lonics, 


tend 
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Monvar, July 10, 75. 


Met according to adjournment. 
Information being given, that there was a Centlenms f in Town 
well acquainted with the ſtate and diſpoſition of the Indians, a 


Motion was made for introducing him, and he was accordingly i 


introduced and examined. 


The Committee appointed to deviſe ways and means for putting 


the Militia in a proper ſtate for the defence of America, brought 


in their report, which was read, and after debate referred for fur 


ther conſideration. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at nine 0 clock. 


- TozsDay, July 11, 1775. 
Met raking to adjournment. 
The report of the Committee on 1 Affairs v was taken up 


and read, and, after ſome . the ſame was deferred til to- 
morrow. 


raiſed in Lancaſter inſtead of one. ” 
ResoLveD, That both be taken into the Continental ſervice. 


“An Addreſs of Deputies from the different Pariſhes of the | 
Iſlands of Bermuda,” to the Congreſs was preſented and read. 


Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o 'clock. 


Wepnz Dar, July 12, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 
A Gentlemen from the Province of Quebec was introduced and 
examined. | | 


Letters from 88 Carbe and Cd Ward were read. 


The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of the report 9 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, and the ſame being gone thro 


was agreed to as follows: 


That the ſecuring and preferving the Friendſhip of the Indian 
Nations appears to be a ſubject of the utmoſt Moment to theſe 


Colonies. 


That there is too 1 reaſon to apprehend that A laid a | 
on will ſpare no Pains to excite the ſeveral Nations of [rdians to 
and that it becomes us to 


take up Arms againſt theſe Colonies ; 
be very active and vigilant in exerting every prudent Means to 
firengthen and confirm the friendly diſpoſition towards theſe Co— 
Jonies, which has long prevailed among the northern Tribes, and 
which has been lately manifeſted by ſome of thoſe to the ſouth- 
ward. 

As the ES depend on the Coloniſts for Arms, Ammuniti- 
en, and Cloathing, which are become neceſſary to their Sub ſiſt- 
ance, that Commiſſioners be appointed by this Congreſs to ſuper- 


intend Jadian Affairs 1 in a behalf of thoſc Colones: 
= That 


On information that there were two Companies of Rifle- men n 
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That there be three Departments of Indians, the Northern, 
Middle, and Southern, The Northern to extend ſo far South a 
to include the whole of the Indians known by the Name of the 

Six Nations, and all the [:dians Northward of thoſe Nations. 
The Southern Department to extend ſo far North as to include 
the Cherotees, and all the Indians that may be to the South. 

ward of them. The Middle to contain the Indian Nations that 
lie between the other two Departments. 

That five Commiſſioners be appointed for the Southern De- 

partment, 

That for each of the other two Departments there be appoint 
ed three Commiſſioners. | 

That the Commiſſioners have Power to treat with the Indian 
in their reſpective Departments, in the Name and on Behalf of 
the United Colonies, in Order to preſerve Peace and Friendſhip 
with the ſaid Indians, and to prevent their taking any. Part in the 
_ preſent Commotions. _ 

That the Commiſſioners for the Southern Department receive 
from the Continental Treaſury the Sum of ten thouſand Dollars, 
the Commiſſioners for the Middle and Northern Department the 
Sum of fx thouſand ſix hundred and fixty-ſix and two thirds for each 
of their reſpective Departments, for defraying the Expence of 
Treaties and Preſents to the [ndians. 
That the Commiſſioners reſpectively have Power to take to 
their Aſſiſtance Gentlemen of Influence among the Indians in 
whom they can confide, and to appoint Agents, reſiding near or 
among the Iadians, to watch the Conduct of the Superintendants 


and their Emiſſaries. 
That in Caſe the Commiſſio toners for the reſpective Diſtricts, or 


__ any one of them in either Diſtrict, ſhall have ſatisfactory Proof, 


that the King's Superintendants, their Deputies or Agents, or a. 
ny other Perſon whatſoever, are active in ſtirring up or inciting 
the Indiaus or any of them, to become inimical to the American 
Colonies, ſuch Commiſſioner or Commiſſioners ought to cauſe 
| ſuch Superintendants or other Offender to be ſeized and kept in 
ſafe Cuſtody until Order ſhall be taken therein by a Majority of the 
Commiſſioners of the Diſtrifts where ſuch Seizure is made, or by 
the Continental Congreſs, or a Committee of ſaid Congreſs, to 
whom ſuch Seizure, with the Cauſes of it, ſhall, as ſoon as poſt 
ble after, be made known, _ 
That the Commiſſioners ſhall exhibit fair A of the Ex- 
penditure of all Monies by them reſpectively to be received for the 
Purpoſes aforeſaid to every ſucceeding Continental Congreſs, of 
Committee of Congreſs, together with a general State of Indian 
Affairs in their ſevera] Departments; in Order that the Colonies 
may be informed from Time to Time of every ſuch Matter as may 
concern them to know and avail themſelves of, for the Beneſit of 
the common Cauſe. Phat 
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That as there is a Seminary for the Inſtruction of Indian Vouth, 
which has been eſtabliſhed under the Care of Doctor Wheelock, on 
Connecticut River; and as there are nine or ten [ndian Youths at 
that School, chiefly from the Tribes reſiding in Quebec; And as 
for want of a proper Fund, there 1s Danger that theſe Youths 
may be ſent back to their Friends, which will probably excite 
Jealouſy and Diſtruſt, and be attended with bad Conſequences, 
the Commiſſioners for Indian Affairs in the Northern Department 
be authoriſed to receive, out of the Continental Treaſury, a Sum 
not exceeding foe hundred Dollars, to be PPS by them for the 
Support of ſaid Indian Youths. 

Ox MoT1o0N MaDE, RESOLVED, That a Conia of five be 
appointed to deviſe bun 6 and Means to a the Trade of theſe 
Colonie. 

The following were hee Mr. Jay, Mr. Frankie; Mr. 
an Mr. Deane, and Mr. Lee. 

_ Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o clock. 


ive 
17; of bel Tavaspar, July 13, 775. 
the Met according to Adjournment. 
ach The Committee appointed to prepare proper Talks to the Ja- 
of dar, reported the ſame, which was gore to as ms 125 
to A SPEECH to the Six Confederate Notions, Mo Hann 05 
in WM x:104as, TuscaroRas, Ononnacas, Cayucas, SENEKAS, 
or from the Twelve United Colonies, convened i in Council at Phila* 
nts ' Gs 
| Brothers, Ye hams. $08" 3 N 
or WE, the Delegates from the Twelve United Provinces, viz. 
of, New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode - Iſland, Connecticut, 
a- New-York, News- Jerſey, Pennſylvania, the three Lower Coun- 
ing ties of Newcaſtle, Rent, and Suſſex, on Delaware, Maryland, 
can Virginia, North-Garolina, and South-Carelina, now fitting in Ge- 
auſe WU neral Congreſs at Philadelphia, ſend this Talk to you our Bro- 
in thers. We are ſixty-five in Number, choſen and appointed by 
the the People throughout all theſe Provinces and Colonies, to meet 
- by and fit together in one great Council, to conſult together for the 
to common Good of the Land, and ſpeak and act for them. 
oflt- Brothers, in our Conſultation we have judged it proper and ne- 
cefſary to ſend you this Talk, as we are upon the ſame Iſland, 
Ex- that you may be informed of the Reaſons of this great Council, 
the the Situation of our civil Conſtitution, and our Diſpoſition to- 
„or wards you our Indian Brothers of the fix Nations and their Allies. 
{ian | (Three Strings, or a [ail Belt.) 
niet B rothers and Friends, now attend, 
may When our Fathers croſſed the great Water 1 came over to 


this Land, the King of England gave them a Talk; aſſuring them 
5 that 
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that they and their Children ſhould be his Children, and that if 
they would leave their Native Country and make Settlements, and 


live here, and buy, and ſell, and trade with their Brethren he. 
yond the Water, they ſhould ſtill Keep hold of the ſame covenant 


Chain and enjoy Peace —And it was covenanted, that the Fields, 


Houſes, Goods, and Poſſeſſions which our Fathers ſhould acquire, 


ſhould remain to them as their own, and be their Children's for- | 
ever, and at their ſole Diſpoſal. 


Truſting that this C ovenant ſhould never be 1 our OY 


ters came 4 great Diſtance beyond the great Water, laid out 
their Money here, built Houſes, cleared Fields, raiſed Crops, 
and through their own Labour and Induſtry grew tall and 5 


They have bought, ſold and traded with England according :0 


Agreement, ſending to them ſuch Things as they wanted, and 
taking in Exchange ſuch 'Things as were wanted here. 


The King of England and his ] Pecple kept the Way open for 
more than one hundred Years, and by our Trade became richer, 


and by a Union with us, greatcr and ftronger than the other 
Kings and People wha live beyond the Water. 5 
All this Time they lived in great Friendſhip with us, and v we 
with them; for we are Brothers one Blood. 


Whenever they were ſtruck, we inſtantly felt as though the 
Blow had been given to us— their Enemies were our Enemies. 

Whenever they went to War, we ſent our Men to ſtand by 
their Side and fight for them, and our Money to help them and 


make them ſtrong. 


They thanked us for our Love and ſent us good Talks, and res 


newed their Promiſe to be one People forever. 


Brothers and Friends, open a kind 3 8 
We will now tell you of the Quarrel betwixt the Counkilioi of 
King George and the Inhabitants and Colonies of America. 
Many of his Counſellors are proud and wicked men.—They 


| perſuade the King to break the covenant Chain, and not to ſend 
us any more good Talks. A contiderable. Number have prevailed 


upon him to enter into a new Covenant againſt us, and have torn 
afunder and caſt behind their Backs the good old Covenant which 


| their Anceſtors and ours entered into and took ſtrong hold of. 


They now tell us they will {lip their Hand into our Pocket 
without aſking, as though it were their own; and at their Pleaſure 


they will take from us our Charters or 8 civil Conſtitution, 
which we love as our Lives—alſo our Plantations, our Houſes and 


Goods whenever they pleaſe, without aſking our leave. That our 
Veſſels may go to this Iſland in the Sea, but to this or that parti- 


cular Iſland we ſhall not trade any more.—And in Caſe of our 


Non-compliance with theſe new Orders, thy ſhut up our Har- 


| bours. 
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Brothers, this ! is our preſent Situation thus have many of the 
King s Counſellors and Servants dealt with us. — If we ſubmit, or 
comply with their Demands, you can eaſily perceive to what State 
we will be reduced. If our People labour on the Field, they will 
3 not know who ſhall enjoy the Crop.— If they hunt in the Woods, 
bs it will be uncertain who ſhall taſte of the Meat or have the Skins. 
oy If they build Houſes they will not know whether they may fit round 
15 the Fire, with their Wives and Children.—They cannot be ſure 
N whether they ſhall be permitted to eat, drink, Wn. wear the 
Fruits of their. own Labour and Induſtry. 
Brothers and Friends of the Six Nations, attend, 5 

We upon this Iſland have often ſpoke and intreated the King 
and his Servants the Counſellors, that Peace and Harmony might 
{till continue between us that we cannot part with or looſe our 


theirs—that we want to brighten this Chain—and keep the Way 
open as our Fathers did ; that we want to live with them as Bro- 
thers, labour, trade, travel abroad, eat and drink in Peace. We 
have often aſked them to love us and live in ſuch Friendflup with us 8 
as their Fathers did with ours. : 
We told them again that we judged w we were exceedingly injured, 
that they might as well kill us, as take away our Property and 
. the Neceſſaries of Life. We have aſked why they treat us thus? 
by What has become of our repeated Addreſſes and Supplications 
and to them ? Who hath ſhut the Ears of the King to the Cries of his 
| Children in America ? No ſoft Anſwer—no Destin Voice from 
J re- beyond the Water has yet ſounded in our Ears. 
| Brothers, thus ſtands the Matter betwixt 014 England and A 
merica. You Indians know how Things are proportioned in a 
Family between the Father and the Son the Child carries a lit- 


al tle Pack — England we regard as the Father—this Iſland may be 
compared to the Son. 


They The Father has a numerous Pen tp eth at Jaws and upon 
this Iſland. —He appoints a great Number of Servants to aſſiſt 
W him in the Government of his Family. In Proceſs of Time, 
donn ſome of his Servants grow proud and ill-natured— they were diſ- 
hich pleaſed to ſee the Boy ſo alert and walk on ſo nimbly with ks 
+ pack, — They tell the 3 and adviſe him to enlar ge the Child's 
ocket Pack—they prevail the Pack is increaſedthe Child takes it up 
-aſure again—as he thought it might be the Father's Pleaſure—ſpeaks 
ation, but few Words—thoſe very ſmall— for he was loth to offend the 
es and Father. Thoſe proud and wicked Servants finding they had pre- 


at our vailed, laughed to ſee the Boy ſweat and ſtagger under his in- 
parti- creaſed Load. By and by, they apply to the Father to double 
f our tne Boy's Pack, becauſe they heard him complain—and without 
Har- ay Reaſon ſaid they he! is a croſs Child correct him if he com- 
wn lains any more.—-The Boy intreats the Father —addreſſes the 
others, — — great 


hold of the old covenant Chain which united our Fathers and 5 
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great Servants in a decent Manner, that the Pack might be light. 
 ened—he could not go any farther—humbly aſks, if the old Fa- 


thers, in any of their Records, had deſcribed ſuch a Pack for the 
Child—After all the Tears and Intreaties of the Child, the Pack 
is redoubled—the Child ſtands a little, while ſtaggering under the 


Weight—ready to fall every Moment. However, he entreats the 
Father once more, though fo faint he could only liſp out his laſt 


humble Supplication—waits a while—no Voice returns.—The 


Child concludes the Father could not hear—thoſe prond Servants 


had intercepted his Supplications, or ſtopped the Ears of the Fa- 
ther. —He therefore gives one Struggle and throws off the Pack, 


and ſays he cannot take it up again—ſuch a weight would cruſh 


him down and kill him—and he can but die if he refuſes. 
Upon this, thoſe Servants are very wroth—and tell the Father 
many falſe Stories reſpecting the Child they bring a great Cudgel 


* 


to the Father, aſking him to take it in his Hand and ſtrike the 
This may ſerve to illuſtrate the preſent condition of the King's 
American Subjects or Children. 5 . 5 


» 


Amidft theſe Oppreſſions we now and then hear a mollifying 


and reviving Voice from ſome of the King's wife Conncellors, who 


are our Friends and feel for our diſtreſſes, when they heard our 
Complaints and our Cries, they applied to the King, alſo told 
| thoſe wicked Servants, that this child in America was not a croſs 


Boy, it had ſufficient reaſon for crying, and if the cauſe of its 
Complaint was neglected, it would ſoon aſſume the Voice of a 


Man, plead for Juſtice like a Man, and defend its rights and ſup- 


port the old Covenant Chain of the Fathers. 
e amen EE ET 


_ - Notwithſtanding all our Intreaties we have but little hope the 


| King will ſend us any more good Talks, by reaſon of his evil 
Councellors; they have perſuaded him to fend an Army of Soldr- 
ers and many Ships of War, to rob and deftroy us. They have 


ſhut up many of our Harbours, ſeized and taken into poſſeſſion 


many of our Veſſels: The Soldiers have ſtruck the Blow, killed 


| ſome of our People, the blood now runs of the American Children: 


They have alſo burned our Houſes and Towns, and taken much 
vf our Goods. _ „ 1 | 
Brothers! we are now neceſſitated to riſe, and forced to fight, 
or give up our civil Conſtitution, run away and leave our Farms 
and Houſes behind us. This muſt not be. Since the King; 
wicked Councellors will not open their Ears, and confider our jul 
Complaints, and the Cauſe of our Weeping, and hath given the 
Blow, we are determined to drive away the King's Soldiers, and to 
kill and deftroy all thoſe wicked Men we find in Arms againſt the 
Peace of the Twelve United Colonies upon this Iſland. We think 
our cauſe is juſt ; therefore hope God will be on our Side. We - 
- 
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not take up the Hatcher and ſtruggle for Honour and Conqueſt; 


but to maintain our civil Conſtitution and religious Privileges, the 
very ſame for which our forefathers left their native Land and 
came to this Country, _ 

Brothers and Friends! 

We defire you will hear and receive what we have now told you,” 
and that you will open a good Ear and liſten to what we are now 
going to ſay. This is a family Quarrel between us and Old Eng- 
land. You Indians are not concerned in it. We don't wiſh you 
to take up the Hatchet againſt the King's Troops. We deſire you 
to remain at home, and not join on either Side, but keep the Hat- 
chet buried deep. In the Name and behalf of all our People we aſk 
and defire you to love Peace and maintain it, and to love and ſym- 
pathize with us in our Troubles; that the Path may be kept open 
with all our People and yours, to paſs and repaſs, without Moleſtation. 

Brothers ! we live upon the ſame ground with you. The ſame 
Iſland is our common Birth-place. We deſire to fit down under 
the ſame Tree of Peace with you: Let us water its roots and che- 
riſh its growth, till the large Leaves and flouriſhing Branches 
ſhall extend to the ſetting Sun, and reach the Skies. | 

" rothers, obſerve well ! 

What is it we have aſked of you Nothing but Peace, not- 

withſtanding our preſent diſturbed Situation —and if application 


| ſhould be made to you by any of the King's unwiſe and wicked 


Miniſters to join on their Side—We only adviſe you to deliberate 


with great Caution, and in your Wiſdom look forward to the Con- 


ſequences of a compliance. For if the King's Troops take away 
our Property, and deſtroy us who are of the ſame Blood with 
taemſelves— What can you, WhO are Indians, expect from them 
afterwards? | 
Therefore we ſay, Beathers, take care tioh faſt to your Co- 
venant Chain. Vou now know our Diſpoſition towards you, the 
dix Nations of Indians, and your Allies. —Let this our good Talk 
remain at Onondaga, your central Council Houſe. We depend 
upon you to ſend and acquaint your Allies to the northward, the 
leven Tribes on the River St. Lawrence, that you have this Talk 
of ours at the great Council Fire of the Six Nations. And when 
they return, we invite your great Men to come and converſe far- 
ther with us at Albany, where we intend to rekindle the Council 
la which your and our Anceſtors ſat round in great Friend- 
Ip. 
2 1 and Friends! 
We greet you all, 
Farewell. 
(The large Belt of Intelligence and Declaration. 
Brothers | 
Me have ſaid we with you [rdiars may continue in Peace with 
one 
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one another, and with us the White People. Let us both be eau · 
tious in our Behaviour towards each other at this eritical ſtate of 
Affairs. This Iſland now trembles, the Wind whiſtles from al. 
moſt every Quarter let us fortify our Minds and ſhut our Ears 


againſt falſe Rumours—let us be cautious what we receive for 


*Fruth, unleſs ſpoken by wiſe and good Men. If any Thing dif. 
agreeable ſhould ever fall out between us, the Twelve United Colo. 
nies, and you the Six Nations to wound our Peace, let us im- 
mediately ſeek Meaſures for healing the Breach. From the pre- 
ſent Situation of our Affairs, we judge it wiſe and expedient to 


| Kindle up a ſmall Council- Fire at Albary, where we may hear each 


ethers Voice, and diſcloſe our Minds more fully to each other. 
0 A ſmall Belt. ) 


Ts That a amilar Talk ks pepe for the other Indi. 
an Nations, preſerving the Tenor of the above, and altering it ſo 
as to ſuit the Indians in the ſeveral Departments. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to the choice of Conaitifivern 

: for Indian Affairs, and after ſome debate, agreed that the nomi- 

nation of Commiſſioners for the. Southern vs oo be poſtpon- 
ech till Tueſday nent. 

Nr. Franklin, Mr. Henry, ard Mr. Wilfn were unanimouſly 

elected for the Middle Department. 


'The Congreſs then proceeded to ele& the Cloner for the 


Northern Department, and the following Gentlemen were choſen, 

viz. Major-General Philip Schuyler, Major Joſeph Hawley, Mr. 

Turbot Francis, Mr. Oliver Woolcot, and Mr. Voltert P. Douw, 
Adjourned till to-morrow at eight 0 clock. 


Frivay, July 14, . 
| Met according to adjournment. 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the 
Committee on the Militia, and after debate, the ſame was referred 
for farther confideration. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o clock. 


1 Fuly 15, 775. 
Met according to adjournment. 


tion: 

Whereas the Chenin of Great- 3 hath prohibited che 
Exportation of Arms and Ammunition to any of the Plantations, 
and endeavoured to prevent other Nations from ſupplying us: 

RESOLVED, That for the better furniſhing 
the neceſſary Means of defending their Rights, every Veſſel im- 
porting Gun-Powder, Salt-Petre, Sulphur, provided they bring 


with the A Four times as much Sal- Petre, Braſs _ 
1eces 


On Motion md The Congreſs came to the following reſol 
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Prices; or good Muſkets fitted with Bayonets, within nine Months 7 
from the date of this Reſolution, ſhall be permitted to load and 
export the Prodiice' of theſe Colonies, to the Value of ſuch Pow- 
der and Stores aforeſaid, the non-exportation Agreement notwith- 


ſanding; and it is recommended to the Committees of the ſeveral 


Provinces to inſpect the Military Stores ſo imported, and to eſti- 
mate a generous Price for the ſame, according to their goodneſs, 
and permit the Importer of ſuch Powder and other Military Stores 
aforefaid, to export the Value thereof and no more, in Produce of 
any kind. 

Sundry terer el Letters were laid before the Congreſs and 
i 
The Talk to the Stockbridge Indians was then taken up, and che 
fame being debated, was agreed to. 

On Motion, Rxsorvfp, That the Congreſs will, on Thurſday 
next, attend Divine Service i in a * both morning and after- 
noon. | 
Oxvere, That Mr. Lynch and Mr. Dickinſon wait on Mr. | 
Daches and Dr. Alliſon, and requeſt Mr. Duche to preach before 
the Congreſs on Thurſday next, in the * and Dr. . 
in the afternoon. 


Adjourned till Mondiy at eight 0 clock. 
MoxpA Y, July 17, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 

A Letter from General Schuyler being laid before Cengn bd 
was read, and the ſame being taken into conſideration, 

ien That a Commiſſary of Stores and Proviſions be 
appointed for the M T Department during the preſent 
Campaign. 

Halter Living ſton, Eſq: choſen to that Office. 

ResoLveD, That a Deputy Quarter-Maſter-General be ap- 
pointed for the ſaid Department. | 

Donald Campbell, Eſq. elected to that Office. 

OzpexeD, That Mr. D. Campbell have the rank of Colonel in 


| the Army. 


ResoLvED, That a Deputy Muſter-Maſter be appointed for 5 
the ſaid Department. 

Gunning Bedford, Eſq. elected to that Office. 

ResoLveD, That the Convention of New-York be deſired to 
recommend to General Schuyler a proper Perſon for a Deputy Ad- 
tant General or Brigade Major for the Army in the Neaw-T ors 


Department. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o clock. 


TuxsDAv, Juby 18, 1775. 


| Vit according to adjourtiment.. 5 
The 


* 
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of the Committee 


The Congreſs gan reſumed the Conſideration of the Report 
or putting the Militia into a proper State for 
the Defence of America, and the fame being debated by Para. 
graphs, was agreed to as follows : 8 8 95 
RKRrsolvEp, That it be recommended to the Inhabitants of all 


the United Engliſh Colonies in North- America, that all able bo- 


died effective Men, between ſixteen and fifty Years of Age in each 


Colony, immediately form themſelves into regular Companies of 


Militia, to conſiſt of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one Enfign, 
four Serjeants, four Corporals, one Clerk, one Drummer, one 
Fifer, and about ſixty-eight Private. 
That the Officers of each Company be choſen by the reſpec- 
tive Companies. J oe us 
That each Soldier be furniſhed with a good Muſket, that will 
carry an ounce Ball, with a Bayonet, ſteel Ramrod, Worm, 


_ priming Wire and Bruſh fitted thereto, a cutting- Sword or 


Tomahawk, a Cartridge-Box, that will contain twenty-three 
Rounds of Cartridges, twelve Flints and a Knapſack.  _ 

That the Companies be formed into Regiments or Battalions 
officered with a Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, two Majors, an 
Adjatant, or Quarter-Maſter. „„ 2 


That all Officers above the Rank of a Captain be appointed by 


the reſpective Provincial Aſſemblies or Conventions, or in their 


| Receſs by the Committees of Safety appointed by ſaid Aſſemblies 


or Conventignse „„ 
That all Officers be commiſſioned by the Provincial Aſſemblies 
or Conventions, or in their Receſs by the Committees of Safety 
appointed by my Aſſemblies or Conventions. „„ 
That all the Militia take proper Care to acquire Military Skill, 
and be well prepared for Defence by being each Man provided 


with one Pound of good Gunpowder, and four Pounds of Ball fit- 


ted to his Gun. ; 


| That one fourth Part of the Militia in every Colony be ſeleQed 


for Minute Men, of ſuch Perſons as are willing to enter into this 


neceſſery Service, formed into Companies and Battalions, and 


their Officers choſen and commiſſioned as aforeſaid, to be ready 


on the ſhorteſt Notice to march to any Place where their Aſſiſ- 


tance may be required for the Defence of their own or a neigh- 


bouriag Colony; and as theſe Minute Men may eventually be 


called to Action before the whole Body of the Militia are ſufft- 


ciently trained, it is recommended that a more particular and dili- 
gent Attention be paid to their Inſtruction in Military Diſcipline. 


That ſuch of the Minute Men, as deſire it, be relieved by new 


Draughies as aforeſaid from the whole Body of the Militia once in 


four Months, EE 6 — 
As there are ſome People, who from religious Principles cannot 


bear Arms in any Cale, this Congreſs intend no Violence to their 
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˖ Conſciences, but earneſtly recommend it to them to contribute lis 
berally in this Time of univerſal Calamity, to the Relief of their 
: diſtreſſed Brethren in the ſeveral Colonies, and to do all other 

Services to their oppreſſed Country, which they can conſiſtently 
| with their religious Principles, 
4 That it be recommended to the Aﬀcmablice or Conventions in 
h the reſpective Colonies to provide, as ſoon as poſlible, ſufficient 
f Stores of Ammunition for their Colonies; alſo that they deviſe 
n, proper Means for furmſhing with Arms fach elfectire Men as are 
e pobr and unable to furniſh themſelves. 

That it be recommended to each Colony to appoint a 8 

Ce tee of Safety, to ſuperintend and direct all Matters neceſſary for 
the Security and Defence of their reſpeQive Colonies, in the Re- 
ul ceis of their Aſſemblies and Conventions. 
n, That each Colony, at their own Expence, make ſuch Proviſion 
Or by armed Veſſels or otherwiſe, as their reſpective Aſſemblies, 
W Conventions, or Committees of Safety ſhall judge expedient and 
ſuitable to their Circumſtances and Situations for the Protection of 
mY their Harbours and Navigation on their Sea Coaſts, againſt all 
* unlawful Invaſions, Attacks, and Depredations, from Cutters 
5 and ohips of War. : 
by That it be recommended to the Makers of Arms for the Uſe of -- 


Ur the Militia, that they make good ſubſtantial Muſkets, with Bar- 
rels three Feet and a half in Length, that will carry an ounce Ball, 
and fitted with a good Bayonet and ſteel Ram-Rod, and that the 
making ſuch Arms be encouraged in theſe United Colonies. 

Where in any Colony a Milkia is already formed under Regu- 
lations approved of by the Convention of ſuch Colony, or by ſuch 
Aſſemblies as are annually elective, we refer to the Diſcretion of 
ſuch Convention or Aſſembly, either to adopt the foregoing Re- 


they, on Conſideration of all Circumſtances, ſhall think beſt, 
Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o clock. 


WapuzsbAv, July 19, 775; 

Met according to adjournment. 

The Prelident laid before the Congreſs a Letter from the Ge- 
heral, with ſundry Papers encloſed, which were read and conſide- 
red, whereupon, 

Onzpered, That Mr. Milan apply to the Committee of the City 
and Likarries of Philadelphia, and requeſt them to make ent 
enquiry what quantity of Duck, Nuſſia ſheeting, Tow-cloth, Oz- 
naburgs and Ticklenburgs can be procured in this City, and make 
return as ſoon as poſſible to this Congrels. 

RESOLVED, That 7oſeph Trumbull be Commiſſary General of 
ores and Proviſions for the Army of the United Colonies. 

| RESOLVED, 
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— 
— — — — 


. IN SECIS 
_ B —— EE 
— 4 — 


ResoLveD, That the Appointment of a Quarter- -Mafter. 


General, a Commiſſary of Muſters, and a Commiſlary of Artillery, 
be left to General Waſhington. 


That General Thomas. be appointed firſt Brigadier-General, in 


the Army of the United Colonies, in the Room of General Pon. 


roy, who never acted under the Commiſſion ſent to him, and that 


General Thomas” 3 Commiſſion bear the ſame Date that General 
| Pomeroy's did. 


That it be left to General Waſhington, if he thinks fit, to ap- 
point three Brigade-Majors, and commiſſion them accordingl 

That a Committee of three be appointed to report | the "A hod 
of eſtabliſhing an Hoſpital. _ 

The Committee choſen are, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Paine, and Nr, 


Middleton. 


That it be een de to the Colonies of Ne- Han 


 Maſachuſets-Bay, Rhode-Iſland, and Connecticut, to compleat the 


deficiencies 1 in the Regiments belonging to their reſpective Colo- 


nies, retained by the the General 1 in the Continental Army before 


Beton. = 
That it be recommended to the Colony of Rlode- and, to com- 
pleat and ſend forward to the Camp before Beſton, as ſoon as poſ- 


ble, the three hundred and fixty men, lately voted by their Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. 


That it be n to the colony of ConneGicut, to com- 
leat and ſend forward to the Camp before By/#o7:, as ſoon as pol- 


ble, the fourteen hundred Men lately voted by their General Al. 


ſembiy. 
On Motion made, Re SOLVED, That a Committee be appointed 
to bring in an eſtimate of the Expences, incurred by! the Votes and 


Reſolves of this Congreſs. 


Mr. Deane, Mr. Johnſon, and Mr. Cuſhing hoſes; 


AckkEED, That the Congreſs meet at this place to-morrow, 


and from this Place go in a Body to attend Divine Service. 


RESOLVED, That the Nomination of three of the Commiſſion- 


ers for Indian Affairs, in the Southern Department be left to the } 


Council of Safety, appointed by the Colony of South-Carolina. 
That Mr. John Walker, of Virginia, be appointed one of the 

Commiſſioners for Indian Affairs in the Southern Department. 
Adjourned till to-morrow at half paſt nine 0 clock. 


TravksDar, July 20, 1775, Halt afier nine, 4 M. 
An Expreſs arriving with Diſpatches from General Schuyler 


the ſame were read. 


A Letter was alſo röcetred from the Convention of Geargit 


and read, ſetting forth, that that Colony had acceded to the 


General Aſſociation, and appointed Delegates | to attend this Con- 
rel 
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Adjourned till one o clock, P. M. 

P. M. Met according to Adjournment. 

7. THE PEG trom General Schuyler Heng taken into > Confi- 
deration. 

Rx SOLVED, That General Schuyler be empowered to diſpoſe of 
and employ all the Troops in the New-York Department, in ſuch 
Manner as he may think beſt for the Protection and Defence of 
theſe Colonies, the Tribes of Indiant in Friendſhip and Amity 


and ſubje& to the future Orders of the Commander in Chief. 
Adjourned till eee at . 0 clock. 


Hm July 21, 1775. 


hs | Met according to Adjournment. | 

ny The Committee appointed to prepare an Addreſs to the Inhabi- | 
1 tants of Janaica, having . in a Draught, the ſame was 
8 read. 
m·  OrvereD, To ke on the Table. | 

on, The Committee appointed to prepare an | Addreſs to the People 2 


%. of Ireland, brought in a Draught. 
| OrxvereD, To lie on the Table. 


n- „Rol vp, That Mr. N. Bache, Mr. Stephen Paſchall, PTY 
ol Mr. M. Hillegas, be appointed to ſuperintend the Preſs, and to 


Al. MW have the Overſight and Care of printing the Bills of Credit ordered 
= to be ſtruck by this Congreſs. 


ated 
and 


8 the Chair, and Mr. Ward reported that they had come to certain 
Mon- Reſolutions, which he read, and then deſired leave to fit again. 

) the The Committee appointed to deviſe Ways and Means to protect 
* ev of theſe Colonies, brought! in their Report, which was 
f the rea 


+ ' OxvereD, That the ſame be taken into Conſideration to- 


morrow. mornin 
The Congreſs then entered upon the enn of the Re- 

' poit from the Committee of the whole, and after ſome Debate, i 
al REsoLvED, That ſuch a Body of Troops be kept up in the 

| Maſachuſetts- Bay as General Waſhington ſhall think neceſſary, 
gi provided they do not exceed twenty - two thouſand Men. 
o the _ Adjourned till to-mor row at ei ght 0 clock. 
Con- 
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with us, and moſt effectually to promote the general Intereſt, ſtiſl 
purſuing, if in his Power, the former Orders from this Congreſs, 


ResoLveD, That Mr. Willie Joner, of North-Carclina, be the 
fifth Commiſſioner of Indian Affairs in the Southern Department. 
Agreeable to Order, the Congreſs reſolved itſelf into a Com- 
mittee of the whole, to take into Confideration the State of Ame- 

rica, and after ſome Time ſpent therein, the Preſident reſumed 
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| SATURDAY, Fuly 22, 1775: 
Met according to adfournment. HD 
Agreeable to the order of Yeſterday, the Congreſs took into 
conſideration the report of the Committee appointed to deviſe 
ways and means to protect the Trade of theſe Colonies, and after 
ſome debate, the farther conſideration of it was poſtponed to a fu- 


8 2 
On Motion, RE sol vz D, That Dr. Franklin, Mr. Feferſon, Mr. 


J. Adams, and Mr. Lee, be a Committee to take into conſidera- 


tion, and report on the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, 
Feb. 20, 1775, commonly called Lord North's Motion. 
Adjourned till Monday at eight o'clock. 


| Monday being ſpent in a Committee of the whole, 


DE. Torspav, Fuly 25, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 


The Committee for that Purpoſe appointed, brought in their 
report for eſtabliſhing an Hoſpital, which was read. 
The Committee appointed to conſider the ways and means of 
eſtabliſhing a Poſt, brought in their report, which was read, and 
ordered to be conſidered to-morrow.  _ | 5 
The Committee appointed to conſider and report their Opinion 
of the Reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, brought in their re- 
port, which was read, and ordered to lie on the Table for the pe- 
ruſal of the Members. | VV 
The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of the Addreſs to 
the Aſſembly of Jamaica, and the ſame being debated by Para- 


graphs, was agreed to as follows: 3 


Mr. Speaker, and Gentlemen of the Aſſembly of Jamaica. | 
We would think ourſelves deficient in our Duty, if we ſuffere' 
this Congreſs to paſs over without expreſſing our eſteem for the AC 

ſembly of Jamaica. „ | 5 . 

| Whoever attends to the conduct of thoſe who have been entruſl- 
ed with the adminiſtration of Britiſß Affairs, during theſe laſt 
twelve Years, will diſcover in it a deliberate Plan to deſtroy, in e- 
very part of the Empire, the free Conſtitution for which Britain 
has been ſo long and ſo juſtly famed. With a Dexterity, artful 
and wicked, they have varied the Modes of Attack according to 
the different Characters and Circumſtances of thoſe whom they meant 
to reduce. In the Eaſt- Indies, where the effeminacy of the Inha- 
bitants promiſed an eaſy Conqueſt, they thought it unneceſſary to 
veil their tyrannic Principles under the thinneſt Diſguiſe, With- 
out deigning even to pretend a juſtification of their Conduct, they 


ſacrificed the Lives of Millions to the gratification of their hers 


able Avarice and luſt of Power. In Britain, where the Maxi , 
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of Freedom were ſtill known; but where Luxury and Diffipation 
had diminiſhed the wonted reverence ſor them, the Attack has been 
carried on in a more ſecret and indirect Manner: Corruption has 
been employed to undermine them. The Americans are not ener- 
vated by Effeminacy, like the Inhabitants of India; nor debauch- 
ed by Luxury, like thoſe of Great-Britain : It was therefore 
julged improper to aſſail them by Bribery, or. by undiſguiſed 
Force. Plauſible Syſtems were formed; ſpecious Pretences were. 
made: All the Arts of Sophiſtry were tried to ſhew that the Bri- 
% Miniftry had by Law a right to Enflaye us. The firſt and beſt 
7 Maxims of the Conſtitution, venerable to Britons and to Americans, 
were Perverted and prophaned. Tlhte Power of Parliament, deriv- 
ed from the People to bind the People, was extended over thoſe. 
from whom it was never derived. It is afferted that a ſtanding 
Army may be conſtitutionally kept among us, without our con- 
ſent. Thoſe Principles, diſhonourable to thoſe who adopted them, 
and deſtructive to thoſe to whom they were applied, were never- 
theleſs carried into Execution by the Foes of Liberty and of Man- 
kind. Ads of Parliament, ruinous to America, and unſerviceable 
to Britain, were made to bind us; Armies, maintained by the. 
Parliament, were ſent over to ſecure their Operation. The Power, 
however, and the Cunning of our Adverſaries, were alike unſuc- . 
ceſsful, We refuſed to their Parliaments an Obedience, which our 
Judgments diſapproved of: We refuſed to their Armies a Submiſ= _ 1 
fon, which Spirits, unnaccuſtomed to Slavery, could not Brook. 11 

But while we ſpurned a diſgraceful Subjection, we were far from 6 
tunning into raſh or ſeditious Meaſures of Oppoſition. Filled with 
ſentiments of loyalty to our Sovereign, and of affection and reſpect 
for our Fellow - Subjects in Britain; we petitioned, we ſupplicat- 
ed, we expoſtulated: Our Prayers were rejected; —our Remon- 
trances were diſregarded ;—our Grievances were accumulated. 
ered All this did not provoke us to Violence. © 
Af An Appeal to the Juſtice and Humanity of thoſe who had injur- 

ed us, and were bound to redreſs our Injuries, was ineffeQtual ; we. 
ruſt- next reſolved to make an Appeal to their Intereſt, though by do- I 
e laſt ing ſo we knew we muſt ſacrifice our own, and (which gave us e- 1 
in e- dual uneaſineſs) that of our Friends who had never offended us, ! 
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itain nd who were connected with us by a ſympathy of feelings, under 

artful Oppreſſions ſimilar to our own. We reſolved to give up our Com- 1 
ng to I verce that we might preſerve our Liberty. We flattered ourſclves, 1606 
neant hat, when by withdrawing our commercial Intercourſe with Bri- M1 
Inha - bein, which we had an undoubted Right either to withdraw or if] 
ry to continue, her Trade ſhould be diminiſhed, her Revenues impaired, 4 
With- und her Manufacturers unemployed, our miniſterial Foes would be 7 
they rduced by Intereſt, or compelled by Neceſlity, to depart from N 
inſati- tie Plan of Tyranny which they had ſo long purſued, and to ſub- | 


litute in its Place, a Syſtem more compatible with the freedom of 14 
; America 14 
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America, and juſtice of Britain. That this Scheme of non-itr. 
portation and non-exportation might be productive of the defired 


Effects, we were obliged to include the Iſlands in it. From this 
Neceſſity, and from this Neceſſity alone, has our Conduct towards 
them proceeded. By converting your Sugar Plantations into fields 
of Grain, you can ſupply yourſelves with the neteſſaries of Life: 
While the preſent unhappy Struggle ſhall continue, we cannot do 
„ e e DD 
But why ſliould we make any Apology to the Patriotic Aſſem- 
bly of Famaica, who know ſo well the value of Liberty; who are 
ſo ſenſible of the extreme Danger to which ours is expoſed; and 
who forefee how certainly the deſtruction of ours muſt be followed 
by the deſtruction of their W -m! in 8 
| We receive uncommon Pleaſure from obſerving the Principles 
of our righteous Oppolition'diſtinguiſhed by your Approbation: 
We feel the warmeſt Gratitude for your pathetic Mediation in our 
Behalf with the Crown. 
to blame? Mournful Experience tells us, that Petitions are often 
rejected, while the Sentiments and Conduct of the Petitioners en- 
title what they offer to a happier Fate. : 


That our Petitions have been treated with Diſdain is now be- 
come the ſmalleſt Part of our Complaint: Miniſterial Inſolence is 
loſt in miniſterial Barbarity. It has, by an exertion peculiarly 


ingenious, procured thoſe very Meaſures, which it laid us under 


the hard Neceſſity of purſuing, to be ſtigmatized in Parliament as' 
rebellious: It has employed additional Fleets and Armies for the 
infamous Purpoſe of compelling us to abandon them: It has 


lunged us in all the horrors and calamities of civil War : It has 
cauſed the Treaſure and Blood of Britons (formerly ſhed and ex- 


pended for far other Ends) to be ſpilt and waſted in the execrable 


Deſign of ſpreading flavery over Britiſh America: It will not, 
however, accompliſh its Aim: In the worſt of Contingencies, a 
Choice will ſtill be left, which it never can prevent us from mak- 

1 „ 
The peculiar Situation of your Iſland forbids your Aſſiſtance. 
But we have your good wiſhes.— From the good wiſhes of the 
Friends of Liberty and Mankind, we ſhall always derive Conſo- 


 OrvereD, That a fair Copy be made out, to be ſigned by tl 
Preſident, and tranſmitted by the firſt Opportunity. 2 
Ths Congreſs then reſuming the report of the Committee of 
the whole, came tothe following Refolutions. 5 
REe$0LvED, That a Body of Forces, not exceeding five thou- 
ſand, be kept up in the New-Yort Department, for the Purpoſe 
of defending that part of America, and for ſecuring the Lakes, 
and protecting the Frontiers from Incurſions or Invaſions. 
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That a farther Sum, amounting to the Value of one Million of 
Spaniſh Milled Dollars be ſtruck in Bills of Thirty Dollars each. 

As the ſigning ſo, great a Number of Bills as has been directed 
to be iſſued by this Congreſs, will require more time than the 
Members can poſſibly devote to that Buſineſs, conſiſtent with the 
Attention due to the public Service, 

Res0LVED, That the following Gentlemen be. appointed and 
fully anthoriſed to fign the ſame, viz. Luke Morris, Samuel Mere- 
dith, Tudah Foulke, Samuel Morris, Frederick Kubl, Robert Strettle 
Jones, Thomas Coombe, Ellis Lewis, fohn Meaſe, Thomas Laws 
rence, Daniel Clymer, John Maxwell Meſbit, Thomas Barclay, Fohn 
Bazard, William Craig, Thomas Bartow, ohn Shee, Iſaac Hazle- 
hurſ?, Robert Roberts, Anthony Morris, Mordecai Lewis, George 
Miflin, Robert Tuckniſs, Andrew Bunner, William Nele, ans 
Sims, Fames Milligan, and James Reed. 

That each of the Continental Bills be numbered and figned by 
two of the above Gentlemen. 

That each Gentleman who ſigns the 8 Pills, be al- 
lowed and paid out of the Continental Treaſury, one Dollar and 
one-third of a Dollar for each and wy thouſand , figned 
and numbered by him. 

That the Gentleman appointed to number and gn t the Bills, 
do give their receipts for the ſame, expreſſing the Number and De- 
nomination of them; and after numbering and 1; gning them, ſhall. 
deliver the ſame to the Continental Treaſurers, taking their Re- 
ceipts for the Bills ſo delivered. 

On Motion, REesoLvED, That Mr. Samuel Adams, Mr. Lee, 
and Mr. 7. Rutledge, with the Secretary, be a Committee to reviſe 
the Journal of this Congreſs, and prepare it for the Preſs. _ 

_ Adjourned till to-morrow at eight o clock. 


"WE Fuly 26, 1775. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Agreeable to order, the Congreſs lune the FER YOu of 
the report of the Committee for eſtabliſhing a Poſt ; and the lame 
being debated, was agreed to as follows. 

That a Poſt-Maſter-General be appointed for the United Colo- 
Mes, who ſhall hold his Office at P/ iadelphi ia, and ſhall be allow- 
ed a Salary of one thouſand Dollars per ann: for himſelf, and 
three hundred and forty Dollars per annum for a Secretary and 
Comptroller, with Power to appoint ſuch, and fo many Deputics 
3 to him may ſeem proper and neceſlary. 

That a Line of Poſts be appointed under the direction of the 
Polt-Maſter General, from Falmouth in New: England to Savan— 
nab in Georgia, with as many croſs Polls as he hall rhink fit. 

That the allowance to the Deputies, in lieu of Sallary and all 


eontingent Expences, all be tw enty per « contum on the Sums they 
| collect 


_ choſen. 
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colle& and pay into the General Poſt-Office annually, when the 
whole is under or not exceeding One thouſand Dollars, and Ten per 
Centum for all Sums above One thouſand Dollars a Year. 
That the ſeveral Deputies Account quarterly with the General 
Poſt- Office, and the Poſt-Maſter General annually with the Conti. 
nental Treaſurers, when he ſhall pay into the Receipt of the ſaid 
Treaſurers the Profits of the Poſt-Office ; and if the neceſſary Ex- 
pence of this Eſtabliſhment ſhould exceed the Produce of it, the 
| Deficiency fhall be made good by the United Colonies, and paid 
to the Poſt-Maſter General by the Continental Treaſurers. 
Ox Mor1on mart, REsoLveD, That it be recommended to 
| the Poſt-Maſter General to eſtabliſh a weekly Poſt to Soutt- 
Carolina. 
That it be left to the Poſt-Maſter-General to appoint a Secrets 
17 and Comptroller. _ 
The Congreſs then proceeded to the Election of a Poſt-Maſter 
General for one Year, and until another is appointed by a future 
Congreſs, when I W Eſq; was unanimouſly 


Adjourned till to-morrow at eight 0 clock. 


"Tuvaevar, Fuly 235, 1775+ 
Met according to Adjournment. 
The Congreſs took into Conſideration the leport of the Com: 
mittee on eſtabliſhing an Hoſpital for the — 5 and the ſame 
being debated, was agreed to as follows: 


That for the Eſtabliſhment of an Hoſpital for an Army conſiſt 
ing of twenty thouſand Men, the following Officers and other 
: Attendants be appointed, with the following Allowance or Pay, 
1. 

"Ove Director General and chief Phyſician, his Pay per Day, 
four Dollars. 

Four Surgeons, each ditto, one and one third of a Dollar. 
One Apothecary, ditto, one and one third of a Dollar. 
Twenty Surgeons Mates, each ditto, two thirds of a Dollar. 
One Clerk, ditto, two thirds of a Dollar. 

Two Store-keepers, each four Dollars per Month. 


One Nurſe to every ten fick, one fifteenth of a Dellar per Day, 


or two Dollars per Month, 
Labourers occafionally. 


The Duty of the above Officers. 


The Director to furniſh Medicines, Bedding, and all other Ne- | 
ceſſaries, to pay for the ſame, ſuperintend the whole, and make | 


| his Report to, and receive Orders from the Commander in Chief. | 
To viſit and attend the Sick, and the 


Surgeons, Apothe- 
cary and Mates. & Mates to obey the Orders of the Phyi| 
cans, Surgeons and Apothecary. | 


Matron-| 
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Natron. To ſuperintend the Nurſes, Bedding, &kce. 

Nurſes, To attend the Sick and obey the Matron's Orders, 

Clerk, To keep Accounts for the Director and Store-keepers. 

Store-keeper. To receive and deliver the Bedding and other 
Neceſſaries by Order of the Director. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to the Election of Officers for 
the*Hoſpital, when 

Benjamin Church was unanimouſly elected, to be Director of, 
nd Phyſician 1 in the Hoſpital. 


Toxz, 


ResoLveD, That the Appointment of the four Surgeons and 
the Apotheeary be left to Doctor B. Church, 
That the Mates be appointed by the Surgeons. 
That the Number of Mates do not exceed twenty. 
"That the Number be not kept in conſtant Pay, unleſs the Sick 
and Wounded ſhould be ſo numerous as to require the Attendance 


of twenty, and to be diminiſhed as Circumſtances will admit, for 


which Purpoſe the Pay is fixed by the Day, that they may on * 

receive Pay for actual Service. 5 
That one Clerk, two Store-keepers, and one Nurſe to every 5 

ten Sick be appointed. by the Director. 5 


On Mor ion MADE, Rx SOLVED, That this Pay-maſter give 
Bond, with two Sureties, in the Sum of F 'y a Dollars, 
for the faithful Performance of his Office. 

That the Bond be made payable to the ſame Perſons, to whom 
the Bonds of the Continental Treaſurers are payable. 
be Warren, Eſq; was then e elected Pay- Maſter 

eneral 


Res SOLVED, That the Pay- maſter i in the New-York . 


give Bond to the ſame Perſons as above directed, with two Sure- 


ties, in the Sum of Twenty-five Thouſand Dollars, for the . 
Performance of his Office. 


Agourned till to-morrow at eight 0 clock. 
FrIDay, Juby: 28. 1775. 


Met according to Ad; journment. 


OzvereD, That Mr. NM. Kean, and Mr. 2 prepare the 
Form of Bonds for the Continental Treaſurers to execute. 

The Congreſs then proceeded to the Election of a Paymaſter for | 
the Forces in the New-York Department, when Jonathan Trums 
all, jun. Eſq; was unanimouſly elected to that Office. 

The Addreſs to the People of Ireland being again read by Pa- 


"graphs, was agreed to as follows: 
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To the People of Ireland. From the Delegates appointed by the Unit. 
ed Colonies of New- Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetta- Bay, Rhode- 
Iland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, Meu-Tort, 
Neu- Jerſey, Pennſyloania, the Lower Counties on Delaware, 

Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and Sonuth-Garolina, in 
General Congreſs at Philadelphia, the 10th of May, 1775 
_ - Friends and Fellow Suit ; 
As the important Conteſt, into which we have been driven, is 
now become intereſting to every European State, and particularly 
affects the Members of the Britiſh Empire, we think it our Duty 
to addreſs you on the Subject. We are defirous, as is natural to 
injured Innocence, of poſſeſſing the good Opinion of the Virtuous 

and Humane. We are peculiarly detirous of furniſhing you with a 

true State of our Motives and Objects; the better to enable you to 

judge of our Conduct with Accuracy, and determine the Merits of 
the Controverſy with Impartiality and Preciſioe. 

However incredible it may appear, that, at this enlightned 

Period, the Leaders of a Nation, which in every Age has ſacri- 

ſiced Hecatombs of her braveſt Patriots on the Altar of Liberty, 

ſhould preſume gravely to aſſert, and, by Force of Arms, attempt 
to eſtabliſh an arbitrary Sway over the Lives, Liberties, and 

Property of their Fellow Subjects in America; it is neyerthelels à 

_ moſt deplorable and indiſputable Truth. : 


Theſe Colonies have, from the Time of their firſt Settlement, 
for near two Centuries, peaceably enjoyed thoſe very Rights, of 


which the Miniſtry have, for ten Years paſt, endeavoured, by 


Fraud and by Violence to deprive them. At the Concluſion of 
the laſt War the Genius of England and the Spirit of Wiſdom, as 
if offended at the ungrateful Treatment of their Sons, withdrew 
from the Briti/h Counſels and left that Nation a Prey to a Kace of 
Miniſters, with whom ancient Exgli/þ Honeſty and Benevolence 
diſdained to dwell. From that Period, Jealouſy, Diſcontent, 
Oppreſſion and Diſcord have raged among all his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects; and filled every Part of his Dominions with Diſtreſs and 
00 En, en 3j Cn 
Not content with our purchaſiug of Britain at her own Price, 


_ cloathing and a thouſand other Articles uſed by near three Mil- 


lions of People on this vaſt Continent; not ſatisfied with the 2: 


mazing Profits ariſing from the Monopoly of our Trade, without 
giving us either Time to breathe after a long though glorious 
War, or the leaſt Credit for the Blood and Treaſure we have ex- 


pended in it ;—Notwithftanding the Zeal we had manifeſted for 


the Service of our Sovereign, and the warmeſt Attachment to the 


Conltitution of Britain and the People of England, a black and 


horrid Deſign was formed, to convert us from Freemen into 
Slaves, from Subjects into Vaſſals, and from Friends inte. | 
; i N 5 : r A 


mies. 
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Taxes, for the ficſt Time ſince we landed on the American 
Shores, were, without our Conſent, impoſed upon us; an uncon- 


ſtitutional Edict to compel us to furniſn Neceſſaries for a ſtanding 


Army, that we wiſhed to ſee diſbanded, was iſſued; and the Le- | 
giſlature of New-York ſuſpended for refuſing to comply with it. 


Our antient and ineftimable Right of Trial by Jury was, in many 


Inſtances, aboliſhed ; and the common Law of the Land made to 
give place to Admiralty Juriſdictions. Judges were rendered, 
by the Tenure of their Commiſſions, entirely dependent on the 
Will of a Miniſter. New Crimes were arbitrarily created ; and 


new Courts, unknown to the Conſtitution, inſtituted. Wicked 
and infidious Governors have been ſet over us; and dutiful Peti- 
tions for the Removal of even the notoriouſly infamous Governor 


Hutchinſon, were branded with the opprobious Appellation of 
ſcandalous and defamatory. Hardy Attempts have been made 
under Colour of Parliamentary Authority to ſeize Americans, and 


carry them to Great-Britainto be tried for Offences committed in 


the Colonies. Ancient Charters have no longer remained ſacred : | 
that of the Maſachuſetts-Bay was violated ; and their Form of 


Government eſſentially mutilated and transformed. On Pretence 


. of puniſhing a Violation of ſome private Property, committed by 
a few diſguiſed Individnals, the populous and flouriſhing Town 


of Boſton was ſurrounded by Fleets and Armies; its Trade deſ- 
troyed; its Port blocked up; and thirty thouſand Citizens ſub- 


jetted to all the Miſeries attending ſo ſudden a Convulſion in their 


commercial Metropolis ; and to remove every Obſtacle to the ri- 
gorous Execution of this Syſtem of Oppreſſion, an Act of Parlia- 
ment was paſſed evidently calculated to indemnify thoſe, wha 


might, in the Proſecution of it, even embrue their Hands in the 


Blood of the Inhabitants, 


Though preſſed by ſuch an Accumulation of undeſerved Inju- 


ries America ſtill remembered her Duty to her Sovereign. A 
Congreſs, conſiſting of Deputies from Twelve United Colonies 


aſſembled. They in the moſt reſpectful Terms laid their Griev- 


ances at- the Foot of the Throne; and implored his Majeſty's In- 


terpoſition in their Behalf. They alſo agreed to ſuſpend all 


Trade with Great-Britain, Ireland, and the We/t- Indies ; noping, 
by this peaceable Mode of Oppoſition, to obtain that Juſtice from 
the Briti/þ Miniſtry which had been fo long ſolicited in vain.— 
And here permit us to aſſure you, that it was with the utmoſt 
Reluctance we could prevail upon ourſelves, to ceaſe our commer- 
cial Connection with your Iſland Dur Parliament had done us 


no wrong. Ten had ever been friendly to the Rights of Man- 
kind; and we acknowledge, with Pleaſure and Gratitude, that 
% Nation has produced Patriots, who have nobly diſtinguiſhed 


themſelyes in the Cauſe of Humanity and Aunerica. On the other 


Hand, 
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hand, we were not ignorant that the Labour and Manufactures of 
Ireland, like thoſe of the Silk-Worm, were of little Moment to 
herſelf; but ſerved only to give Luxury to thoſe who neither Toil 
nor Spin. — We perceived that if we continued our Commerce with 
you, our agreement not to import from Britain would be fruitleſs 
and were therefore compelled to adopt a Meaſure, to which no 
thing but abſolute Neceſſity would have reconciled us. It gave 
us, however, ſome conſolation to reflect, that ſhould it occaſion 
much Diſtreſs, the fertile Regions of America would afford you 
a ſafe Aſylum from Poverty, and in time from Oppreſſion alſo; 
an Aſylum, in which many thouſands of your Countrymen have 


found Hoſpitality, Peace, and Affluence, and become united to 
us by all the Ties of Conſanguinity, mutual Intereſt, and Affect- 


on. Nor did Congreſs ſtop here :—Flattered by a pleaſing Expec- 
tation, that the Juſtice and Humanity which had ſo long charac» 
terized the Engliſi Nation, would, on proper Application, afford 
us relief; they repreſented their Grievances in an affectionate Ad- 
dreſs to their Brethren in Britain, and intreated their Aid and In- 
terpoſition in behalf of theſe Colonies „„ 


The more fully to evince their reſpect for their Sovereign, the 


unhappy People of Beſton were requeſted by the Congreſs to ſub» 


mit with Patience to their Fate; and all America united in a Re- 
ſolution to abſtain from every Species of Violence. During this 
Period that devoted Town ſuffered unſpeakably. Its Inhabitants 
were inſulted and their Property violated. Still relying on the 
Clemency and Juſtice of his Majeſty and the Nation, they permit- 
ted a few Regiments to take poſſeſſion of their Town, to ſurround 
it with fortifications; and to cut off all intercourſe between them 
and their Friends in the Country, 7 „ 
With anxious Expectation did all America wait the Event of 
their Petition All America laments its Fate. — Their Prince was 
deaf to their Complaints: And vain were all Attempts to impreſs 
him with a ſenſe of the ſufferings of his American Subjects, of the 
cruelty of their Taſk-Maſters, and of the many Plagues which im- 
pended over his Dominions. Inſtead of directions for a candid 
Enquiry into our Grievances, inſult was added to Oppreſſion; and 


our long forbearance rewarded with the imputation of Cowardice. 


Our Trade with foreign States was prohibited; and an Act of 
Parliament paſſed to prevent our even fiſhing on our own Coaſts. 
Our peaceable Aſſemblies, for the purpoſe of conſulting the com- 
mon Safety, were declared Seditious; and our aſſerting the ver) 
Rights which placed the Crown of Great-Britain on the Heads of 
the three ſucceſſive Princes of the Houſe of Hanover, ſtiled Rebel - 
lion.— Orders were given to reinforce tbe Troops in America. The 
wild and barbarous Savages of the Wilderneſs have been ſolicited 
by gifts to take up the Hatchet againſt us; and inſtigated to de- 


lyge our Settlements with the Blood of innocent and defencelels | 
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ſequences! 5 3 
Three of their moſt experienced Generals are ſent to wage War 
with their Fellow- Subjects; and America is amazed to find the 
Name of Howe in the Catalogue of her Enemies: — She loved his 

Brother. ee 15 
Deſpairing of driving the Coloniſts to reſiſtance by any other 
Means than actual Hoſtility, a Detachment of the Army at Boſton 


ited | 


ed with the horrors of domeſtic Inſurrections.— Refinements in 


Parental Cruelty, at which the Genius of Britain muſt bluſh !_ 
Refinements which admit not of being even recited without Hor- 


ror, or practiſed without infamy ! We ſhould be happy, were 
theſe dark Machinations the mere ſuggeſtions of Suſpicion. We 


are ſorry to declare, that we are poſſeſſed of the moſt authentic 


and indubitable Evidence of their reality. 


The Miniſtry, bent on pulling down the Pillars of the Conſtitu- 


tion, endeavoured to erect the Standard of Deſpotiſm in America: 
and if ſucceſsful, Britain and Ireland may ſhudder at the Conſe- 


marched into the Country in all the Array of War; and, unpro- 
voked, fired upon, and killed ſeveral of the Inhabitants.—The 


neighbouring Farmers ſuddenly aſſembled, and repelled the At- 
tack, From this, all communication between the Town and 
Country was intercepted. —The Citizens petitioned the General 


for permiſſion to leave the Town, and he promiſed on ſurrendering 


their Arms, to permit them to depart with their other Effects. 


They accordingly ſurrendered their Arms, and the General vio- 
lated his Faith. Under various Pretences, Paſſports were delayed 


and denyed; and many thouſands of the Inhabitants are at this 
Day confined in the Town, in the utmoſt Wretchedneſs and Want. 


The Lame, the Blind, and the Sick, have indeed been turned out 
into the neighbouring Fields; and ſome, eluding the Vigilance of 


the Sentries, have eſcaped ſrom the Town, by ſwiming to the 


adjacent Shores. „ ow 
The War having thus began on the part of General Gage's 


| Troops, the Country armed and embodied. The reinforcements 


from Ireland ſoon after arrived; a vigorous Attack was then made 


upon the Provincials.—In their March, the Troops ſurrounded the 
Town of Charleffown, conſiſting of about four hundred Houſes 


then recently abandoned to eſcape the Fury of a relentleſs Soldiery, 


Having plundered the Houſes, they ſet fire to the Town, and re- 


duced it to Aſhes. —To this wanton Waſte of Property, unknown 


to civilized Nations, they were prompted the better to conceal 


their approach under cover of the Smoke. A ſhocking Mixture 
of Cowardice and Cruelty, which then firſt tarniſhed the luſtre of 
the Briti/h Arms, when aimed at a Brother's Breaſt But bleſſed 
be God they were reſtrained from committing farther Ravages, by 
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Women and Children. — The whole Country was moreover alarm- 


the loſs of a very conſiderable part of their Army, including many 
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of their moſt experienced Officers. —The loſs of the Inhabitanty 


was inconſiderabeQ. . 
Compelled therefore to behold thouſands of our Countrymen 
impriſoned, and Men, Women, and Children involved in pro- 
miſcuous and unmerited Miſery.— Wben we find all Faith at an 
end, and ſacred Treaties turned into Tricks of State; when ve 
perceive our Friends and Kinſmen maſſacred, our Habitations 
lundered, our Houſes in flames, and their once happy Inhabi- 
tants fed only by the Hand of Charity; — who can blame us for 
endeavouring to reſtrain the Progreſs of Deſolation? who can cen- 
| ſure our repelliug the Attacks of ſuch a barbarous Band? who, 


in fuch Circumſtances, would not obey the great, the univerſal, 


the divine Law of Self-prefervation? 
Though viliſied as wanting Spirit, we are determined to behave 
like men—Though infulted and abuſed, we wiſh for reconciliati- 
on. — Though defamed as Seditious, we are ready to obey the 
 Laws—And though charged with Rebellion, will cheerfully bleed 
in defence of our Sovereign in a righteous Cauſe.—What more 
can we ſay?—What more can we offer? N woe 


| evs and fruitieſs Offers and Applications we have repeatedly made, 


not for Penſions, for Wealth, or for Honours, but for the hum- 


dle Boon of being permitted to poſſeſs the fruits of honeſt Induſ- 
try, and to enjoy that degree of Liberty, to which God and the 
Conſtitution have given us an undoubted right. 


Pleſſed with an indiffoluble Union, with a variety of internal Re- 


ſources, and with a firm rehance on the Juſtice of the ſupreme 
Þitpoſer of all human Events, we have no doubt of rifing ſuperior 
to all tue Machinations of evil and abandoned Miniſters. We al- 
rudy anticipate the golden Period, when liberty, with all the 
gentle Arts of Peace and Humanity, ſhall eſtabliſn her mild Do- 


minion in this weſtern World, and erect eternal Monuments to the 


Mcmory of thoſe virtuous Patriots and Martyrs, who ſhall have 


fourht and bled and {ſuffered in her Cauſe. 


Accept our moſt grateful Acknowledgments for the friendly 
&ipoiition you have always ſhewn towards us.—We know that 
you are not without your Grievances.— We ſympathize with you 
ia your Diſtreſs, and are pleaſed to find that the Deſign of ſub- 
jugating us, has perſuaded Adminiſtration to diſpenſe to Treland, 
ſorne vagrant Rays of minifterial Sunſhine. Even the tender Mer- 


cies of Government have long been cruel towards you.— In the 


rich Paſtures of Ireland, many ne Parricides have fed, and 


grown ſtrong to labour in its Deſtruction. We hope the patient 


abiding of the Meek may not always be forgotten; and God 


grant that the iniquitous Schemes of extirpating Liberty from the g 

Britiſh Empire may be ſoon defeated. But we ſhould be wanting 

to ourſclves; we ſnould be perſidious to Poſterity; we ſhould be 
unworthy 


But we forbear to trouble you with a tedious Detail of the vari- 
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unworthy that Anceſtry from which we derive our deſcent, ſhould 
we ſubmit with folded Arms to military Butchery and Depreda- 
tion, to gratify the lordly Ambition, or ſate the Avarice of a 


Britiſh Miniſtry. In defence of our Perſons and Properties, un- 
der actual Violation, we have taken up Arms; when that Vio- 
lence ſhall be removed, and Hoſtilities ceaſe on the part of the 
Aggreſſors, they ſhall ceaſe on our Part alſo. For the Atchieve- 
ment of this happy Event, we confide in the good Offices of our 


the humble Favour of laſt deyoured., 
as 


Adjourned till to-morrow at cight 0 clock. 


Sarusblv, July 29 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 


Committee of the whole, and came to the following Reſolution: 


be Forty Dollars per Month. 
Deputy Commiſſary-General of Stores and Proviſions Sy Dal. 
lars per ditto. | 
Deputy Adjutant-General F- Ny Dollars per do. 
Deputy Muſter-Maſter General Forty Dollars per do. 
Brigade-Major Thirty-three Dollars per do. 
Commiſſary of Artillery Thirty Dollars per do. 
Judge Advocate, Twenty Dollars per do. 
Colonel Fifty Dollar per do. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Forty Dollars per do. 
Major Thirty-three Dollars and one-third per do. 
Captain Twwerty- Dollars per do. 
Lieutenant Thirteen Dollars and one-third Per. do. 
N Enfign Ten Dollars per do. 
tle | Serjeant Eight Dollars per do. 
ndl Corporal, Drummer, and Fifer, each Seven Dellars and one« 


timent from a Captain to a Private, both incluſive. 

That in the Artillery the Pay of a Captain be Tweng Dol. 
ar; and tavo-thirds per Month. 
Captain Lieutenant! Twenty Dollars per do. 
a Lieutenants 


that lla, per do- 
172 | Private Six Dellars 80 tabo- third. per do. 
Y p Adjutant Z7ghteen Dollars and 9ne-third per do. | 
1 ' WM Warter-Maſter Eighteen Dollars and one > third per do, 
8 Chaplain Twenty Dollars per do. 
| : 1d That the Pay of the Light-Infantry be the ſame as that in the 


Tellow- Subjects beyond the Atlantic. Of their friendly Diſpoſi- 
tion we do not yet deſpond; aware as they mult be, that theß 
have nothing more to expect From the ſame common * than. 


The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report from the 


RE SsOLVED, That the Pay of the 8 General of Muſters 
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Was inconſiderable. 1 En ee 
Compelled therefore to behold thouſands of our Countrymen 


of their moſt experienced Officers. — The loſs of the Inhabitantz 


impriſoned, and Men, Women, and Children involved in pro- 


mifcuous and unmerited Mifery.—When we find all Faith at an 
end, and ſacred Treaties turned into Tricks of State; when we 
perceive our Friends and Kinſmen maſſacred, our Habitations 

lundered, our Houles in flames, and their once happy Inhabi- 
tants fed only by the Hand of Charity ;—who can blame us for 
endeavouring to reſtrain the Progreſs of Deſolation? who can cen · 


ſure our repelliug the Attacks of ſuch a barbarous Band? who, 
in fuch Circumſtances, would not obey the great, the univerſal, 


the divine Law of Self-preſervation? 


wy 


Though viliſied as wanting Spirit, we are determined to behave 


like men—Though inſulted and abuſed, we with for reconciliati- 
on. —Though defamed as Seditious, we are ready to obey the 


Laws—And though charged with Rebellion, will cheerfully bleed 


in defence of our Sovereign in a righteous Cauſe.—What more 
can we fay?—What more can we offer? 
But we forbear to trouble you with a tedious Detail of the vari- 
ous and fruitleſs Offers and Applications we have repeatedly made, 
not for Penſions, for Wealth, or for Honours, but for the hum- 
ble Boon of being permitted to poſſeſs the fruits of honeft Induſ- 
try, and to enjoy that degree of Liberty, to which God and the 
_ Conſtitution have given us an undoubted right. 3 
Bleſſed with an indiſſoluble Union, with a variety of internal Re- 
| ſources, and with a firm reliance on the Juſtice of the ſupreme 
Pitpoſer of all human Events, we have no doubt of riſing ſuperior 
to ul the Machinations of evil and abandoned Miniſters. We al- 
ready anticipate the golden Period, when liberty, with all the 


gentle Arts of Peace and Humanity, ſhalt eftabliſh her mild Do- 
minion in this weſtern World, and ere& eternal Monuments to the 
| Memory of thoſe virtuous Patriots and Martyrs, who ſhall have | 


4 


fourht and bled and ſuffered in her Cauſe. 


Accept our moſt grateful Acknowledgments for the friendly | 
&iipoiition you have always ſhewn towards us.—We know that 
you are not without your Grievances.— We ſympathize with you | 
in your Diſtreſs, and are pleaſed to find that the Deſign of {ub* f 

jugating us, has perſuaded Adminiſtration to diſpenſe to Ireland, 
ſome vagrant Rays of miniſterial Sunſhine. Even the tender Mer- 
cies of Government have long been cruel towards you. — In the 
rich Paſtures of Ireland, many hungry Parricides have fed, and | 
grown ſtrong to labour in its Deſtruction. Me hope the patient 


abiding of the Meek may not always be forgotten; and Gor 


grant that the iniquitous Schemes of extirpating Liberty from the 
Britiſh Empire may be ſoon defeated. But we ſhould be wanting 
to ourſelves; we ſhould be peridious to Poſterity; we — 5 | 

| | | unwortagß 
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unworthy that Aer from which we derive our decent, ſhould 
we ſubmit with folded Arms to military Butchery and Depreda - 
tion, to gratify the lordly Ambition, or fate the Avarice of a 
Britiſh Miniſtry. In delves of our Perſons and Properties, un- 
der actual Violation, we have taken up Arms; when that Vio- 
lence ſhall be removed, and Hoſtilities ceaſe on the part of the 
Aggreſlors, they ſhall ceaſe on our Part alſo. For the Atchieve- 
ment of this happy Event, we confide in the good Offices of our 
Fellow-SubjeCts beyond the Atlantic. Of their friendly Diſpoſi- 
tion we do not yet deſpond; aware as they muſt be, that they 
have nothing more to expect from the ſame c common Enemy, than. 
the humble Favour of being laſt devoured. n 


Adjourned till to-morrow at eight 0 lock. 


| SarurDar, Fuly 29, 1775+ 
Met according to adjournment. ye. 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report from the 
Committee of the whole, and came to the following Reſolution : _ 
„ Re$0LvED, That the Pay of the Commiſſary- General of Muſters 
E be Forty Dollars per Month. Z 
Deputy Commiffary-Ceneral of Stores and Proviſions Sixty. Dol. 


c lars per ditto. 
8 Deputy Adjutant- 8 Fi Ny Dollars per "AY 


Deputy Muſter-Mafter General Forty Dollars per do. 
Brigade-Major Thirty-three Dollars per do. 

Commiſſary of Artillery Thirty Dollars per do. 

Judge Advocate, Twenty Dollars 88 do. 

Colonel Fifty Dollars per do. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Forty Dollars] per FI 

Major Thirty-three Dollars and one-third per do. 

Captain Twerty- Dollars per do. 

Lieutenant Thirteen Dollars and hire per do. 

Enſign Ten Dollars per do. 

Serjeant Eight Dollars per do. 

Corporal, Drummer, and Fifer each Seven Dellars and; one 
llird, per do. 

Private Six Dellars tavo-thirds per do. 

Adjutant Eighteen Dollars and one-third per do. 

Quarter-Maſter Eighteen Dollars and one third per do. 

Chaplain Twenty Dollars per do. 

That the Pay of the Light · Infantry be the ſame as that in the 
Repiment from a Captain to a Private, both inc]ulive. 

That in the Artillery the Pay of a Captain be Twenty-/ix Dol 
ar; and tavo-thirds per Month. 

Captain Licutenant Twenty Dollars per do. 8 
44A Lieutenants 
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Lieutenants firſt and ſecond Eighteen Dollars and one third per 
ditto. 


Lieutenant Fireworker Thirteen Dollars and one third per ditto, 
Serjeant Eight Dollars and one third per ditto. 
Corporal Sever Dellars and a half per Month. 
Bombardier Seven Dollars per ditto. 
Matroſs Six Dollars and five ſixths of a Dollar per ditto. 
That the Appointment of Provoſt-Martial, Waggon: maſter, 
and Maſter Carpenter be left to the Commander in Chief of the 
Army, who is to fix their Pay, having Regard to the Pay they 
receive in the Miniſterial Army, and the Proportion that the Pay 
of the Officers in ſaid Army bears to the Pay of our Officers. 
William Tudor, Eſq; was elected Judge Advocate of the Arms. 
Res0LvED, That Michael Hillegas, 25 George Clymer, Eſqrs. 
| BE joint Treaſurers of the United Colonies : That the Treaſurers 
| reſide in Philadelphia, and that they ſhall give Bond with Surety 
for the faithful Performance of their Office, in the Sum of One 
hundred thouſand Dollars to John Hancock, Henry Middleton 
John Dickinſon, Fohn Alſop, Thomas Lynch, Richard Henry Let, 
and James Wilſon, Eſqrs. and the Survivor of them 1 in Truſt for 
the United Colonies. 
That the provincial Afeinblies or © Conventions do exch chue 
Treaſurer for their reſpective Colonies, and take ſufficient Senn 
for the faithful Performance of the Truſt. 
That each Colony provide Ways and Meaus to ank its Propor 
tion of the Bills ordered to be emitted by this Congreſs, in ſuch 


Mlanner as may be molt effectual and beſt adapted to the Condition, 


| Circenmſtances and equal Mode of levying Taxes in ſuch Colony. 
'That the Proportion or Quota of each Colony be determined 


according to the Number of Inhabitants of all Ages, ineluding 


Negroes and Mulattoes in each Colony; but as this cannot at pre- 
ſent be aſcertained, that the Quotas of the ſeveral Colonies be ſet ; 


tled for the Preſent as follows, to undergo a Reviſion and Correc- MW 


tion, when the Lift of each Colony 1s obtained. 


News- Hampſhire, = 124069 aud a half 
 Maſachuſetts-Bay, = „ ©: 
Rhode-[fland, = = 71959 and a half 
Connefticut, = = 248130 
New-York, = =. 248139 
| News: Jerſey, 3 161290 and a half 
Pennſylvania, = - 372208 and a halt 
Delaware, - 8 37219 and a half 
Maryland, = . 310174 and a ha 
Virginia, . 496278 
 Nerth-Carolina, = - 248139 
South- Carolina, - 248139 
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That ench Colony pay its reſpective Quota in four equal annual 
Payments, the firſt Payment to be made on or before the laſt Day 


of November, which will be in the Year of our Lord, 1779; the 


ſecond, on or before the laſt Day of November, 1780; the third, 


on or before the laſt Day of November, 1781; and the fourth or 
laſt, on or before the laſt Day of November, 1782 ; and that for 


this End the ſeveral Provincial Aſſemblies or Conventions provide 
for laying and levying Taxes in their reſpective Provinces or Colo- 
nies, towards ſinking the Continental Bills: That the ſaid Bills be 


received by the Collectors in Payment of ſuch "Taxes, and be by 
the Collectors paid into the Hands of the Provincial "Treaſurers, 
with all ſuch other Montes as they may receive in Lieu of the Con- 


tinental Bills, which other Montes the ſaid Provincial Treaſurer _ 
hall endeavour to get exchanged for Continental Bills, and where 
that cannot be done, ſhall ſend to the Continental Treaturers the 


Deficiency in Silver or Gold, with the Bills making up the Quo- 
ta to be ſunk in that Year, taking care to cut by a circular Punch 


of an Inch Diameter an Hole in each Bill, and to croſs the fame, 
thereby to render them unpaſſable, though the Sum or Value is 
to remain fairly legible : And the Continental Treaſurers, as faſt 

as they receive the ſaid Quotas, ſhall with the Aſſiſtance of a 


Committee of five Perſons, to be appointed by the Congrels, if 
itting, or by the Aſſembly or Convention of the Province of Peuu- 
ſlvania, examine and count the Continental Bills, and in the Pre- 


ſence of the ſaid Committee burn and deſtroy them. And the Sil- 


ver and Gold ſent them to make up the Deficiencies of Quotas, 
they ſhall retain in their Hands until demanded in Redemption of 
Continental Bills that may be brought to them for that Purpoſe, 
which Bilis ſo redeemed, they ſhall alſo burn and deitroy in pre- 
ſence of the ſaid Committee. And the ſaid Treaſurers, whenever 


they have Silver or Gold in their Hands for the Redemption of 
Continental Bills, ſhall advertiſe the ſame, ſignifying that he is 
ready to give Silver or Gold for ſuch Bills to all Perſons requiring 


it in Exchange. ls 


The provincial Treaſurers and Collectors are to have ſuch Al- 
lowances for their reſpective Services, as ſhall be directed by the 


teveral Aſſemblies or Conventions, to be paid by their reſpective 
Province or Colony. e 


That the Continental Treaſurers be allowed for their Service this 


Year Five hundred Dollars each. 


ResoLvED, That the Paymaſter General, Commiſſary Gene- 
ral, Quarter-Mafter General, and every of their Deputies, ſhall | 
take an Oath truly and faithfully to diſcharge the Duties of their 


relpective Stations. | Ee 
| ORDERED, That the Continental Treaſurers do pay to Colonel 
William Thompſon, or his Order, Five thouſand Dollars on Ac- 


count, being by advance for the Service of a Battalion of Riffle- 
Men under his Command. . 
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RrsoLveD, That this Congreſs will as ſoon as the public Buſi. 
neſs permits, adjourn to the Fiſth of September next. 

ResoLver, That the Congreſs will on Monday next conſider 
of the State of Trade, after the 7exth of next September. 
Mr. M. Kean, from the Committee reported the Form of a 
Bond, to be given by the joint continental Treaſurers. 
Os pERED, That the ſaid Committee do inſpect into the Sufi. 

ciency of the Sureties. 

Adjourned tall Monday at ei gt 0 clock. 


Monvar, July 37, 1775. 


Met according to Adjournment. . 

The Congreſs took into Conſideration the Report of the Com 
| mittee on the Reſolve of the Houſe of Commons, and the ſame 
being debated by Paragraphs, was agreed to as follows : 


The ſeveral Aſſemblies of New- Fer/ey, Pennſylvania, * Vir- 
ęinia, having referred to the Congreſs a Reſolution of the Houſe 


of Commons of A Which Reſolution is in theſe 


Words 1 | 
„„ Tan, 1 200 Die Feb. 1775. 

ce The Houſe | in a Committee on the Americ an Papers. Motion 
made, and Queſtion propoſed. 

« That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that whe the Ge- 
neral Council and Aſſembly, or General Court of any of his Majeſ- 
ty's Provinces, or Colonies in America, ſnall propoſe to make Pro— 
viſion, according to the Condition, Circumitance, or Situation of 
ſuch Province or Colony, for contributing their Proportion to the 


common Defence (ſuch Proportion to be raiſed under the Autho- | 


rity of the General Court, or General Aſſembly of ſuch Province 
or Colony, and diſpoſable by Parliament) and ſhall engage to 
make Proviſion alſo, for the Support of the civil Government, 


and the Adminiſtration of Juſtice in ſuch Province or Colony, it 


will be proper if ſuch Propoſal ſhall be approved by his Majeſty 
and the two Houſes of Parliament, and for ſo long as ſuch Provi- 
ſion ſhall be made accordingly, to forbear in Reſpect of ſuch Pro- 
vince or Colony to lay any Duty, Tax, or Aſſeſſment, or to im- 
| poſe any farther Duty, Tax, or Aſſeſſment, except only ſuch 
Duties as it may be expedient to continue to levy or impole, for 
the Regulation of Commerce ; the net Produce ot the Duties laft 
mentioned, to be carried to the Account of ſuch Province or Colo- 
ny reſpectively.“ 

The Congreſs took the ſaid Reſolution into Cc onfideration , and 
are thereupon of Opinion, 

That the Colonies of America are entitled to the ſole and exclu- 
ſive Privilege of giving and granting their own Money: that this 


inyolves 4 Right of deliberating whether they will make any 2 6 
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what Purpoſes i it ſhall be made, and what hall be its amount ; and 
that it is a high Breach of this Privilege for any Body of Men, ex- 
traneous to their Conſtitutions, to preſcribe the Purpoſes for 
which Money ſhall be levied on them, to take to themſelves the 
Authority of judging of their Conditions, Circumſtances and Si- 
tuations, and of eg the Amount of the Contribution to 


be levied. 


That as the Colonies dan a Right of appropriating their 
Gifts, ſo are they entitled at all Times to enquire into their Ap- 
plication, to ſee that they be not waſted among the Venal and Cor | 
rupt for the Purpoſe of undermining the civil Rights of the Givers, 
nor yet be diverted to the Support of ſtanding Armies, inconſiſ- 


tent with their Freedom and ſubverſive of their Quiet. To propoſe 
therefore, as this Reſolution does, that the Momes given by the 


Colonies ſhall be ſubject to the Diſpoſal of Parliament alone, is to 
propoſe that they ſhall relinquiſh this Right of Enquiry, and put it 
in the Power of others to render their Gifts ruinous, in Froporion 
as they are liberal. 

That this Privilege of giving or of withholding our Monies. :i 18 


an important Barrier againſt the undue Exertion of Prerogative, 


which, if left altogether without controul, may be exerciſed to 
our great Oppreſſion; and all Hiſtory ſhews how efficacious is its 
Interceſſion for Redreſs of Grievances and Re-eftabliſhment of 
Rights, and how Improvident it would be to part with ſo power- 
ful a Mediator. 

We are of Opinion that the Propoſition contained in this Reſo- 
lution is unreaſonable and inſidious : Unreaſonable, becauſe, if we 
declare we accede to it,- we declare without Reſervation, we will 
purchaſe the Favour of Parliament, not knowing at the ſame 
Time at what Price they will pleaſe to eſtimate their Favgur ; it is 
Inſidious, becauſe, individual Colonies, having bid and bidden a- 
gain, till they find the Avidity of the Seller too great for all their 
Powers to ſatisfy; are then to return into Oppoſition, divided 
from their Siſter Colonies whom the Miniſter will have previouſſy 
detached by a Grant of eaſier Terms, or by an artful Proeraſtina- 


tion of a r e Anſwer. 


That the Suſpenſion of the Exerciſe of thes bee Power 
of Taxation being expreſsly made commenſurate with the, conti- 


nuance of our Gifts, theſe muſt be perpetual to make that ſo. 


Whereas no Experience has ſhewn that a Gift of perpetual Reve- 
nue ſecures a perpetual Return of Duty or of kind Diſpoſition. 
On the Contrary, the Parliament itſelf, wiſely attentive to this 
Obſervation, are in the eſtabliſhed, Practice ot granting their Sup- 
plies from Year to Year only. 

Defirous and determined as we are to conſider, in the moſt dif. 
Palionate View, every ſeeming Advance towards a Reconciliation 
made by the EE. Parliament, let our Brethren of Britain rey 

: What 
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what would have been the Sacrifice to Men of free Spirits had us in 

= even fair Terms been proffered, as theſe inſidious Propoſals were of ſuſ 
| with circumſtances of Inſult and Defiance. A Propoſition to give ſelves 
Mi, our Money, accompanied with large Fleets and Armies, ſeems ad- We 
4 dreſſed to our Fears rather than to our Freedom. With what Pa- of ho! 
1 tience would Britons have received Articles of Treaty from any Fiſher 
« Power on Earth when borne on the Point of a Bayonet by milita- the T 
= ry Plenipotentiaries? CEO re Co NkV¹VIun! WES other. 
3 We think the Attempt unneceſſary to raiſe upon us by Force or Exerc 
1 by Threats our proportional] Contributions to the common De— Up 
1 | fence, when all know, and themſelves acknowledge, we have ful- to the 
wil | ty contributed, whenever called upon to do ſo in the Character of in diff 
| We are of Opinion it is not juſt that the Colonies ſhould be re- Colon 
8 quired to oblige themſelves to other Contributions, while Great- truth, 
ji | Britain poſſeſſes a Monopoly of their Trade. This of itſelf lays and of 
4 them under heavy Contribution. To demand, therefore, addi— we do 
1 tional Aids in the Form of a Tax, is to demand the double of their call Pr 
wil ; B. . „ | e Pr 
ji equal Proportion, it we are to contribute equally with the other Op0! 
74 Parts of the Empire, let us equally with them enjoy free Com- conteſt 
ſl merce with the whole World. But while the Reſtrictions on our eſtablit 
| Trade ſhut to us the Reſources of Wealth, is it juſt we ſhould bear Libert 
8 | all other Burthens equally with thoſe to whom every Reſource is particu 
0 open? e 5 = ES. 3 | jects or 
al We conceive that the Briti/h Parliament has no Right to inter- peratio 
4 meddle with our Proviſions for the Support of civil Government, ſtant: 
13 or Adminiſtration of Juſtice. The Proviſions we have made are lerved 
= ſuch as pleaſe ourſelves, and are agreeable to our own Circum- Jukice 
og | ſtances : They anſwer the ſubſtantial Purpoſes of Government and bold ſu 
1 of juſtice, and other Purpoſes than theſe ſhould not be anſwered. have be 
l We do not mean that our People ſhall be burthened with oppreſ- reſpect! 
0 ſive Taxes, to provide Sinecures for the Idle or the Wicked, un- | the ſol, 
4 der Colour of providing for a civil Lift, While Parliament purſue Comple 
on their Plan of civil Government within their own Juriſdiction, we n " © 
"| * alſo hope to purſue ours without Moleſtation. | | [ter on 
Wo We are of opinion the Propoſition is altogether unſatisfac- treat 
1 tory, becauſe it imports only a ſuſpenſion of the Mode, not a re- th. * 
i} nunciation of the pretended Right to Tax us: becauſe too it does ? 

1 not propote to repeal the ſeveral Acts of Parliament paſſed for the | Fas 
1 Purpoſes of reſtraining the Trade, and altering the Form of Go- br e 
tia verument of one of our Colonies; extending the Boundaries and | tie Eu 
4 changing the Government of Queber; enlarging the Juriſdiction th. a 
i of the Courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty ; taking from us congd; 
lil the Rights of Trial by a Jury of the Vicinage, in Caſes affecting ad ti 

j both Life and Property; tranſporting us into other Countries to e 

be tried for criminal Offences ; exempting by wock-trial the Mur- | we” 1 


derers of Coloniſts from Puniſhment ; and quartering Soldiers on 
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us in times of profound Peace. Nor do they renounce the Power 


of ſuſpending. our own Legiſlatures, and for legiſlating for us them- 


ſelves in all caſes whatſoever. On the contrary, to ſhew the 


mean to diſcontinuance of Injury, they paſs Acts, at the very time 


of holding out this Propoſition, for reſtraining the Commerce and 
Fiſheries of the Provinces of New-England, and for interdicting 
the Trade of other Colonies with all foreign Nations, and with each 


other. This proves unequivocally they mean not to relinquiſh the 


Exerciſe of indiſcriminate Legiſlation over us. 


Upon the whole, this Propoſition ſeems to have been held up 


to the World, to deceive it into a belief that there was nothing 


in diſpute between us but the Mode of levying Taxes; and that 


the Parliament having now been ſo good as to give up this, the 


Colonies are unreaſonable if not perfectly ſatisfied : Whereas, in 


truth, our Adverſaries {till claim a right of demanding ad libitum, 


and of taxing us themſelves to the full amount of their demand, if 
we do comply with it. This leaves us without any thing we can 
call Property. But, what is of more importance, and what in this 
Propoſal they keep out of ſight, as if no ſuch point was now in 
conteſt between us, they claim a right to alter our Charters and 
eſtabliſh Laws, and leave us without any ſecurity for our Lives or 


Liberties. 'The Propoſition ſeems alſo to have been calculated more 
particularly to lull into fatal Security our well- affected Fellow. Sub- 


jects on the other ſide the Water, till time ſhould be given for the O- 
peration of thoſe Arms, which a Britiſſh Miniſter pronounced would 


mſtantaneouſly reduce the © cowardly” Sons of Aiuerica to unre- 
ſerved ſubmiſſion. But when the World reflects, how inadequate to 


Juſtice are theſe vaunted Terms; when it attends to the rapid and 


bold ſucceſſion of injuries, which, during a cuurſe of eleven years, 


have been aimed at theſe Colomes; when 1t reviews the pacitic and 


reſpectful] Expoſtula tions, which. during that whole time, were 
the ſole Arms we oppoſed to them; when it obſerves that our 
Complaints were either not heard at all, or were anſwered with 


Row and AC "ciraulated injuries; when it wreentlecs that the Mini- 


fie ham felt on an curly occaſion declared, © that he would never 
treat wtf. e, a, till he had brought her to his Feet,” and 
thit tw ed Partiſan of Miniſtry has more lately denounced a- 
paints u 9975 dreadful Sentence“ delenda eſt Carthago, that this 
vis ene in Preſence of a Britiſh Senate, and being unreproved 
b m, mull be taken to be their own Sentiment, (eſpe >clally as 
lie: -urpoſe has already in part been carried into Execution, by 


tho. rcatment of Hefen and burning of Carleſtonun; ) when it 
en acrs the great Armaments with which they have invaded us, 


au the Circumſtances of Cruelty with which theſe have com- 


menged and profecuted Hoſtilities; when theſe Things, we ſay, 
are laid togerher and attentively 5 can the World be 
deccived i into an Opinion that we are unrealonable, or can it heſi- 
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tate to believe with us. that nothing but « our own Exertions ma 


defeat the miniſterial Sentence of Death or abje& Submiſſion. 
On Moriox mape, ResoLveD, That Mr. Langdon, Mr. J. 


Adams, Mr. Hopitins, Mr. Deane, Mr. Clinton, Mr. Crane, 


Doctor Franklin, Mr. Rodney, Mr. Johnſon, Mr. Henry, Mr, 
Hewes, Mr. Gadſden, and Mr. Hall, be a Commitee in the Re. 
| ceſs of Congreſs, to make Enquiry in all the Colonies after Vir- 


gin Lead and Leaden Ore, and the beſt Methods of collecting, 


ſmelting, and refining = 


RESOLVED, That the above named Gentlemen be a Committe 
in the Receſs of the Con greſs, to enquire into the cheapeſt and ea- 
heſt Methods of making Salt in theſe Colomies. 

Agreeable to the Order of the Day, the Congreſs took as 


| Conſideration the State of Trade after the ?enth of September, and 
. after ſome Debate, the ſame was poſtponed to a future Day. 


ON MorT1on, ResorLved, That when the Congreſs adjourn 


for Receſs, it be adjourned to meet at Philadelphia. 


Two Petitions, one from ſundry Merchants in New-York, and 


the other from ſundry Merchants in Philadelphia, reſpecting the 


Sale of Teas imported betore the late ANG, were 21 be- 


5 fore the Congreſs. 


Os pERED, To lie on the Table. 
| Adjourned till to-morrow at eight 0 clock. 


Tugspar, Auguſt I, 1775- 
Met according to Adjournment. 


RxsOI vb, That the Sum of Five Hundred Thouſand Dollars 
be immediately forwarded from the Continental Treaſury to the 
Paymaſter General, to be applied to the Uſe of the Army in 
Maſachuſetts - Bay, in ſuch Manner as General Waſhington, or the | 
Commander in Chief for the 'Time being, by his Warrants, ſhall 
limit and appoint ; and if the above Sum ſhall be expended before 
the next Meeting of the Congreſs, then that General Waſhington, | 
or the Commander in Chief for the Time being, be empowered to | 
draw upon the Continental Treaſury for the Sum of Tavo Hundred | 
Thouſand Dollars, in Favour of the Paymaſter General to be ap- 
plied for the Uſe and in the Manner bites mentioned. | 
OkvtRED, That the Delegates for Pennſylvania be a Commit- | 
tee to receive and count the above Sum of Five Hundred Thouſand | 
Dollars, and forward the ſame under the Care of the Delegates of | 
Maſachuſetts- Bay, provided ſo much is now ready in the Treaſu | 
ry. If that is not the Caſe, then to receive, count, and forward 
by the ſaid Delegates what is ready, and the Remainder by the 


firſt Opportunity in the ſafeſt and beſt Manner. 
REesoLveD, That a Sum not exceeding One hundred ad ſeventy: 


froe thouſand Dollars be paid to the Provincial Convention of New- | 
York, to be applied towards the Diſcharge of the Monies advanced 
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and the Debts contracted for the public Service, by the ſaid Pro- 
vincial Convention and the Committee of 4/bany, in Purſuance of 
the Directions of this Congreſs; and that the faid Provincial Con- 
vention account to this Congreſs at their next Meeting for the Ap- 
plication of the ſaid Money. | 5 Sica 
RBSOTVED, That the 'Freafurers be, and they are hereby or- 
dered to pay to the Delegates of the Colony of Connecticut, viz. 
Eliphalet Dyer, Roger Sherman, and Silas Deane, Eſqrs. the 
Sum of Fifty thouſand Dollars, to be by them paid unto the Go- 
vernor and Company of the ſaid Colony, in part of the Sums by 
them diſburſed in the Continental Service: The ſaid Governor and 
Company tv een there oo 
REs0LvED, That the Sum of One hundred thouſand Dollars be 
immediately forwarded from the Continental Treaſury to the Pay- 
maſter General, to be applied to the Uſe of the Army in the News- 
York Department, in ſuch Manner as General Schuy/er by his 
Warrant ſhall limit and appoint ; and that if the above Sum ſhall 
be expended before the next Meeting of the Congreſs, then that 
General Schuyler, or the Commander in Chief, for the Time 
being, in that Department be empowered to draw upon the Con- 
tinental Treaſury for a further Sum not exceeding Two hundred 
thouſand Dollars,, to be applied for the Uſe and in the Manner a- 
bove mentioned. 353 5 5 LES 
RESOLVED, That the Sum of Sixteen thouſand Dollars be paid 
to the Delegates of the Colony of Pennſylvania, in full for the 
like Sum by them borrowed by Order of the Congreſs, on the 3d 
of June laſt, for the Uſe of the Continent. : i 
RE SsOTLVED, That the Sum of Ter thouſand Dollars be placed 
in the Hands of the Delegates of Pennſylvania, or any three of 
them, for contingent Services, and that out of the ſame, be paid 
the Expences incurred for raiſing and arming the Riffle Companies, 
and for Expreſſes and other ſmall Charges, of which the Congreſs 
have not been able to procure exact Accounts; and that the ſaid 
Committee do lay before the Congreſs, at their next Meeting, an 
Account of their Proceedings in that Matter. x 


* 


Whereas at a former Congreſs it was reſolved, that, if certain 
Acts of Parliament, in the Continental Aſſociation enumerated 
and complained of, ſhould not be repealed on or before the roth 
Day of September, 1775, the Inhabitants of theſe United Colonies 
youll not, directly or indirectly, export any Merchandize or 
Commodity whatſoever to Great-Britain, Ireland, or the IWeſt- 
ladies ; and as ſome Doubts have ariſen with Reſpe& to the true 
Spirit and Conſtruction of ſaid Reſolve: To the End that ſuch 
Doubts may be removed, — 5 — 
REsoLvED, That under the Prohibition, in the ſaid Aſſociation 
contained, to export to, or import from, the Iſlands of Great- 
britain and Ireland, this Congreſs intends to comprize all Expor- 


— — tation 
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tation to, or Importation from, the Iſlands of Ferſey, Guernß, 
Sarl, Alderney, and Man, and every European Ifland and Set- 
tlement within the Brizi/þ Dominions ; and that under the Deno- 
| mination of the Weſt- Indies, this Congreſs means to compreheud 
all the He/- India Iſlands, Britiſh and Foreign, to whatever State, 
Power, or Prince belonging, or by whomſoever governed, and 
alſo the Summer Iſlands, Bahama Iſlands, Berbicia and Surinam 
on the Main, and every Iſland and Settlement within the Latitude 
of the Southern Line of Georgia and the Equator. 5 6 
Adjourned to Tueſday, the 5th of September next. 05-1 
The above is a Copy of the JOURNAL of the PROCEEDINGS of the 
CONGRESS, from their Met TiNG on the tenth of May, 


to this Time, cxcept that ſome Reſolutions, relative to Mit1- | 


TARY OPERATIONS, carrying on, are omitted. 
N JOHN HANCOCK, PrEsDENT. 
___ CrarLtEgs Tuonursox, Secretary. 
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ber of the Members met, but there not being ſufficient to 
enter upon buſineſs, the Congreſs was adjourned from day to 
day until Wedneſday the 136. „ 


WD ESD AY, Semptember 13, 1775. 
Met according to adjournment. 


The Province of Georgia having appointed Delegates to repre- 
preſent that Colony in Congreſs, and three of the Delegates at- 
tending, their credentials were produced, read, and approved, 
and are as follows: „„ 5 

8 GEORGIA. 


The alarming and critical ſituation of Affairs upon the Conti- 


nent of America, having at length rouſed the attention of this 


Province, and the ſeveral inhabitants thereof being defirous of 


uniting with their filter Colonies in the great and important cauſe, 
a general election was held throughout the Province for Delegates 
to fit in Provincial Congreſs; and the ſaid Delegates having ſo met 


in Savannah on the fourth Day of Fuly, proceeded upon the con- 
ideration of ſuch Buſineſs as appeared to be fit and neceſſary; and 


among other things they made choice of five Delegates to repre- 
lent this Province in the Grand Continental Congreſs, now ſittin 


in Philadelphia, viz. Archibald Bullock, Eſq. John Houſton, Eſq. 


the rev. Dr. Zubly, Noble Wimberly Jones, Eſq. and Lyman Hall, 


iq. Now therefore be it known, and we the ſeveral Delegates 
for the different Pariſhes and Diſtricts in this Province, in Provin— 


eial Congreſs aſſembled, do hereby declare the ſaid Archibald Bul- 


"ek, and John Houſton, Eſqrs. the revd. Dr. Zubly, Noble Wimberly 
Jones, and Lyman Hall, Eſqrs. duly and fairly elected, as the De- 


A GREEABLE to adjournment, the Preſident and a num- 


legates 
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legates for this Province; and we do authoriſe and require the ſaid 
Archibald Bullock, and Fohn Houſton, Eſqrs. the rev. Dr. Zub), 
Noble Wimberly Fones, and Lyman Hall, Eſqrs. or any three of 
them immediately to repair to the ſaid City of Philadelphia, and 
there to take their ſeats as the Repreſentatives of the Province of 
Georgia, in the General Congreſs now ſitting, to da, tranſad, join, 
and concur with the ſeveral Delegates from the other Colonies and 

| Provinces upon this Continent, in all ſuch matters and things as 


ſhall appear eligible and fit, at this alarming Time, for the preſer- 


vation and defence of our rights and liberties, and for the reſto- 


Britain and America. 


ration of harmony upon conſtitutional Principles, between Great» 
And we give and grant to the faid Archibald Bullock, and John 


Houſton, Eſqrs. the rev. Dr. Zubly, Noble Wimberly Fones, and 
Lyman Hall, Eſqrs. or any three of them, in whoſe fidelity, ho- 
nour, and ability, we very much confide, our full and whole power 
in the premiſſes; and do promiſe and engage in behalf of ourſelves 


and our conſtituents reſpectively, (the Inhabitants of the Pro- 


vince of Georgia) under the ſacred ties of virtue, honour, and 


love of our country, to abide by, enforce, and carry into exe- 
cution, or endeavour at the riſque and expence of Life and Pro- 


perty ſo to do. all and whatſoever our ſaid Delegates or any three 


of them, in concurrence with the reſt of the Delegates from the ſe- 
veral Colonies and Provinces upon this Continent, ſhall reſolve and 


agree upon, or, as ſhall be agreed and reſolved upon by the ſaid 
Continental Congreſs now fitting in Philadelphia aforeſaid, while 
our ſaid Delegates or any three of them ſhall be ſo fitting. _ | 


Signed in Provincial Congreſs this fifteenth Day of Fuly 1775» 


The Delegates from Virginia appointed by a Convention of 


that Colony, at Richmond, Auguſt 11, 1775, produced their Cre- 


dentials, which were read and approved, as follows: 


„5 In Convention, Auguſt 11. 1775. | 


The Convention being about to proceed to the choice of Depu- 
ties to repreſent this Colony in General Congreſs, Edmund Pen- 
| dleton, Eſq. expreſſed his moſt grateful acknowledgments for the 
honour done him in two former appointments to that important 


truſt, but, on account of the declining ſtate of his health, entreat- 


cd to be excuſed from the preſent nomination, which excuſe being 


accepted, 


Refolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Convention are | 
juſtly due to George Waſhington, Patrick Henry, and Edmund | 
Pendleton, Eſqrs. three of the worthy Deputies, who repreſented 
this Colony in the late Continental Congreſs, for their faithful | 
_ diſcharge of that important truſt, and this body are only induced 


to diſpenſe with their future ſervices of the like nature, by the ap- 


pointment | 
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pointment of the two former to other offices in the public ſervice, 
incompatible with their attendance 0 on this, and the infirm ſtate of 
health of the latter. 

The Convention then proceeded to the appointment of Deputies 
to repreſent this Colony in General Congreſs for one Vear, and the 
members having prepared tickets with the names of the Depu- 
ties to be appointed, and put the ſame into the Ballot- box, Mr. 
Robert Carter Nicholas, Mr. Cary, Mr. Pendleton, and Mr. Adams 
were appointed to examine the Ballot- Box, and report upon whom 
the majority fell, who retired, and after ſome time returned into 
Convention, and reported, that they had according to order ex- 
amined the Ballot-Box, and that the numbers appeared a as follows: 1 

F or the Hon. Peyton Randolph, Elq. 89 
Richard Henry Lee, Eſa, BY -. 
© Thomas Jefferſon, Eſq. 35 : 
Benjamin Harriſon, * 5 
Thomas Nelſon, Viq. 66 
Richard Bland, Eſq. 61 
George Wythe, Eſq. 58. 

Re ſolved, That the ſaid Peytor Randolph, Nichard * . 
Thomas Zefſerſon, Benjamin Harriſon, Thomas Nelſon, Richard Bland, 
and George Wythe, Eſqrs. be appointed Deputies to repreſent this 
Colony in General Congreſs for one Year, and that they have 
power to meet and to adjourn for ſuch time and to ſuch place or 
places as may be thought moſt proper. : 

Reſolved, That the ſaid Deputies or any four of them be a ſuf- 
hcient number to repreſent this Colony. _ 

. Saturday, Auguſt 12. 1775. 

Richard Bland, Eſq. returned this Convention his moſt gratefu] 
acknowledgments for the great honour they had pleaſed a third 
time to confer on him, by appointing him one of the Deputies to 
repreſent this Colony in General Congreſs, and ſaid this freſh In- 
tance of their Approbation was ſufficient for an old Man, almoſt 
deprived of fight, whoſe greateſt ambition had ever been to receive 
the plaudit of his Country, whenever he ſhould retire from the 
public ſtage of life : That the honourable teſtimony he lately 
received of this approbation, joined with his preſent appointment, 
ſhould ever animate him, as far as he was able, to ſupport the glo- 
nous cauſe in which America is now engaged, but that his ad- 
vanced Age rendered him incapable of taking an active part in 
thoſe weight y and important concerns, which muſt neceſſarily be 
witated in the great Council of the United Colonies; and there- 
tore begging leave to decline the honour they had been pleaſed to 
conter on him, and deſiring that ſome Perſon more fit and able 

night ſupply his place. 

Reſelved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this Convention are 

juz] y due to the laid Richard Bland, * one of the worthy De- 
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puties who repreſented this Colony in the late Continental Con- 
greſs, for his faithful diſcharge of that important truſt, and this 


body are only induced to diſpenſe with his future ſervices of the 
like nature, on account of his advanced Age. 1 bs 


Tueſday, Auguſt 15, 1775. 


The Convention proceeded to the appointment of a Deputy to 
repreſent this Colony in General Congreſs, in the room of Kichard 
Bland, Eſq. who hath reſigned, and the Members having prepar- 


ed tickets with the name of the Deputy to be appointed, a Com 
mittee was appointed to examine the Ballot - box, and report on 


whom the Majority fell, who retired, and after ſome time reported, 
that the numbers ſtood as follows: 85 e 


Francis Lightfoot Lee, Eſq. 37 
Carter Braxton, Eſq. 


5 Reſolved, That the ſaid Francis Lightfoot Lee, Eſq- be appoint- 
ed a Deputy to repreſent this Colony in General Congreſs. _ 
Join TazEWELL, Clerk of the Convention. | 


5 Signed, | 


The Delegates from Maryland alſo produced the Credentials of 


their appointment, which were read and approved as follows: 


At a meeting of the Delegates appointed by the ſeveral Coun- 
ties of the Province of Maryland, at the City of Annapolis, on 
Wedneſday the 26th of Fuly 1775, and continued till the 14th Day 
of Auguſt in the ſame year. oh 3 

Re/5lued, That the Hon. Matthew Tilghman, Eſq. and Thomas 


 Fobnfon, jun. Robert Goldſborougb, William Baca, Samuel Chaſe, 
Thomas Stone, and Jahn Hall, Eſqrs. or any three or more of them 


be Deputies to repreſent this Province in Continental Congreſs, and 


that they, or any three or more of them have full and ample power 


to conſent and agree to all meafures, which ſuch Congreſs ſhall 
deem neceſſary and effeQual to obtain a redreſs of American griev- 
ances; and further we do authoriſe our ſaid Deputies to repreſent 


and act for this Province in any Continental Congreſs, which may | 


be held before the 25th Day of March next. 
e % G. DuvaLr, Clerk. 


The Congreſs being informed that only 172,520 Dollars have 
been tranſmitted to the Pay-maſter General for the uſe of the Ar- 
my in the Maſachuſetts-Bay, and that the General was under great 


difficulty for want of money. 


Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennſylvania do immediately 


ſend, under a proper guard, to the Pay- maſter General, for the 


uſe of the Army in the Maſſachuſetle-Bay, the ſum of 5 27,490 


Dollars, which with that ſent, will make up the ſum of 700,009 
Dollars voted at the laſt ſeſſion. e 
SBauncdry letters received during the receſs of Congreſs were 

produced and read, viz. — nemo - 


Two, 


paſt, 


Provi! 


unload 
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1 
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be allo! 
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Two from General Waſhington, No. 4, and 5, with ſundry en- 


doſed papers; four from General Schuyler, 16th and 2 1ſt of July, 


and 2d and 3 iſt of Auguſt, with ſundry papers encloſed, 
One from Meſſrs L. Morris, and J. Wilſon, of 6th September. 


One from G. Bedford, Deputy- Muſter-Maſter General, with 


encloſed Papers. 


Alſo, a letter from the Deputies of the Seed ditricts in the 
iſland of Bermuda, dated 12th of Auguſt, with an account of the 


proviſions imported and expended in that iſland for three years laſt 


paſt, taken from the Cuſtom-houſe Books, and an eſtimate of the 
Proviſions neceſſary for the ſupport of the inhabitants for one year. 


A memorial from James Stewart and Samuel Jackſon, owners 


of the Ship Friend/hip, Thomas Jann, Maſter, was preſented to 


Congreſs and read, ſetting forth that the ſaid ſhip, on the 28th of 


Auguft laſt, failed from Maryland with a cargo of Tobacco, but 


being overtaken by the late Poem: ſhe was driven on ſhoals and 
much damaged, and got into Hampton road, with the loſs of all 


her maſts, and praying that the memorialiſts may be allowed to 
unload ſaid ſhip, and that after being refitted ſhe may take the laid 
cargo on board, and proceed on her voyage. 

The Congreſs taking into confideration the above memorial. 


Reſolved, That the ſaid cargo be unloaded under the ese 


of the Committee of Norfolk, and that the ſaid ſhip being refitted 
be allowed to take ſaid cargo on board again and proceed on her 
voyage, and in caſe, on examination, the ſaid ſhip is condemned 
as unfit for Sea, that the ſaid cargo be put on board ſome other 
Veſſe],under the Inſpection of the Committee aforeſaid and exported. 
Information being given to Congreſs that Dr. Franklin had on 
Board the Mary and Elizabeth, capt. N. Falconer from Londsn, 
ſundry caſes containing his books, papers and houſhould furni- 
ture, which were in his uſe when he lived in Landon, and which 
were imported for his own uſe and not for ſale; and it being ſub- 
mitted to the conſideration of the Congreſs, whether ſuch Impor- 
tation is comprehended within the firſt article of Aſſociation, 

Reſolved, That ſuch importation is not to be comprehended 
within the meaning of the ſaid firſt Article of the Aﬀociation, and 
that the ſaid books, papers, and furniture may be landed and deli- 
rered to the owner. 

A Memorial from the Committee of the County of Weſtmoreland, 
in the Province of Pennsylvania, was preſented and read. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow. 


Tuusspav, September 14. 1775. 
A number of Letters received by ſeveral Members, during the 
the receſs of Congreſs, being produced were read. 
Fir/?, A letter from Foſeph Hamwley, Eſq; excufing his not aR- 
ny as a Commiſſioner for Iudian alain, on account of his bad ſtate 
of health. e ar Second, 
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Secand, A Letter from El; ſha Phelps, appointed a Commilſar 
for the Northern Army by Governor Trambull, in purſuance of an 
order of Congreſs 9 with a copy of his commifſion and ap- 
1 15 

Third, A Letter from F. Reade. Eſq; Secretary to Geteral 
7 a/vington, among other things intimating the defire of the Gene. 
ral, that the cloathin g lately intercepted by the Committee of Phi. 
ladeiphia ſhould be forwarded to the TIP for the ufe of the Ame - 
rican Army. 

Ordered, That the above cloathin g be immediately forwarded 
under a proper guard, by the Delegates of Penn/plvauia to Gene- 

ral Waſhington for the uſe of the American Army. 


Fgurth, A Letter from the Committee of Safety in New-York, 


with an encloſed copy of a letter from General hh ets vihens 
Theſe being taken into conſideration, 


Ordered, That the Delegates for Pennſylvania prepare and lay 


: before the Congreſs to morrow an account of the Powder belong- | 
ing to the United Colonies received, and how it is diſpoſed of, alſo 


an Aout of all the Powder now in this City. 


Keſolved, That Edward Flemming, Eſq. be appointed De- 


puty Adjutant General for the Army in the Neav- York or Northern 
Department, with the rank of a Colonel, and that the Preſident 


make out a Commiſſion for him accordingly and forward the fame | 


by the firſt opportuniey. 


Reſolved, That the Prefident Srnard to General Schuyler four 


hundred blank commiſſions for the officers in his army to be by 
him filled up, agreeable to the order of Congreſs, 


Fifth, Sundry letters from Gemen Schuyler, which being ta- 


ken into conſideration, 


1 Neſolved, That Samuel. Sir lager; Eſq. be at Director 
of the hoſpital, and chief Phyſician, aud CONE; for the Army | 


1n the Northern Department. 


That the Pay of the faid Samuel Stage as Director, Phyſi , 


an, and Surgeon, be four Dollars per day. 


That he be authoriſed and have power to appoint 4 number of | 


Surgeons Mates under him not exceedin g four. 


That the Pay of ſaid Mates be two thirds of a Dollar per 45 | 

That the number be not kept in conſtant Pay, unleſs the fick | 
and wounded be ſo numerous as to require the conſtant attendance | 
of four, and to be diminiſhed as circumſtances will admit, for which | 
_ reaſon the pay is fixed by the day, that they may only receive pay | 


for actual ſervice. 


That the Deputy Commiſſary General be directed to pay Dr. 
Stringer for the medicines he has purchaſed for the uſe of army, , 


and that he purchaſe and forward ſuch other medicines as General 
Schuyler ſhall, by his warrant, direct, for the uſe of ſaid Army. 


That Mr. Dyer, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Jay, Mr. J. Adams, and | 
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Mr. Lewis, be a Committee to deviſe ways and means for ſup- 
plying the continental army with medicines. 


and arming the rifle companies, as well as thoſe incurred in con- 


preſſes, &c. informed the Congreſs, that on account of ſundry dif- 
ficulties they had not executed that ſervice, and deſired that ſome 
members from other colonies, where debts have been contracted, 
may be added; whereupon, 


and Mr. Deane, be added to the delegates for Pennhlvania, and 

that any five of them be a quorum to ſettle and pay the above ac- 

counts, and make report of their proceedings to Congreſs. 
The Delegates from the Colony of Georgia informed the Con- 


- pen, that agreable to an order from their conſtituents, they had 
4 ſundry papers from that colony to lay before the Congreſs. 

| The papers being produced were read. 

; The commiſſioners for Indian affairs in the northern department 
. having tranſmitted to the Congreſs the minutes of a treaty held 
n with the Six Nations at Albany i In Auguſt, the ſame were read. 

it | The Congreſs then reſumed the conſideration of the letter receiv- 


nc ed from Mellrs. L. Morris and J. Wilſon of the 6th inſtant. 
BM AHRefloed, That col. Lewis Morris, who is now at Pittſburg, 
be, and he is hereby empowered to act as a commiſſioner for Indian 


held there on the 23th inſtant, Dr. Franllin the gan. commu- 
ſoner not being able to attend. 

Crdered, That the Preſident write to Meſſrs. Morris and 222 
and inform them of the foregoing reſolution, | 

Adjourned till ten o'clock to morrow. 


3 September 15. 1775. 
— Ne That Dr. Thomas Walker be appointed a commi- 
of WM fioner for Indian affairs in the middle department, in the room of 
PF. Henry, Eſq; who has declined that ſervice. 


day. The Delegates from Georgia informed the Congreſs, that when | 
ick MW the Convention of that colony agreed to enter into the Continental 


ance Aflociation they reſolved, among other things, “ that if any veſſel 


hich arrived from Great Britain, between the ſixth day of Fuly and the 


pay ixth of Auguſt, the goods imported ſhould, at the option of the 
porter either be reſhipped, or put into ſtore and there remain, 
Dr. til the Cougreſs determined what ſhould be done with them.” 
my, That during that time two veſſels had arrived with goods, which 
neral WI "ere ſtored they therefore deſired the determination of the Con- 

my. Fels on that matter. 
„and After ſome debate thereon, 
; _—_ | Reſolved, 


The delegates for Pennſylvania appointed, at the laſt ſeſſion, 
a Committee to ſettle and pay the expences incurred for raiſing . 


ſequence of a reſolve for raiſing a company of Huſſars, and for ex- 


Reſolved, That Mr. Chaſe, Mr. Nelſon, Mr. Crewe, Mr. Fay, 


Affairs in the middle department at the treaty propoſed to be 
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Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Convention of Ger. 
ia to cauſe the cargoes, which have arrived there from Great Bri. 
tain or Ireland between the ſixth day of July and the fixth day of 
Auguſt, at the election of the proprietors, either to be ſent back 
or ſold at public auction; that out of the monies ariſing from ſuch 
ſales the proprietors or ſhippers, be paid the prime colt of ſaid car. 


goes and all charges attending the ſame, and that the overplus be 
retained by the ſaid Convention and by them applied toward put- 


ting their province into a poſture of defence. N 
Adjourned till nine o'clock to morrow-. 


| SarunDar, September 16, 1775, EY 


The delegates from New Hampſhire attended in Congreſs and 
produced their credentials, which were read and approved, and 
Are as follows: 1 „ 


Colony of New Hampſhire, in Congreſs at Exeter, Auguſt 23, 1775. 
Voted, That Col. Jeſiaß Bartlet be appointed in the room and 
ſtead of Fehn Sullivan, Eſq; now engaged in the army, in con- 
junction with capt. 7%n Langdon to repreſent this colony in the 


| Congreſs of the United Colonies at Philadelphia, and that either 
of them, in the abſence of the other, have full power to repreſent 


this colony at ſaid Congreſs, 


Signed, Marrazw Tuoxxrox, Prejident 
: A True copy from the journal. SE 
Atteſt. = | E. TuomsoN, Secretary. 


The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the letters from Ge- 
neral Waſhington No. 4, 5, and 6, and one ſince received, but not 
numbered; and after debate, „ 


Reſolved, That the further conſideration of them be deferred 
till Monday next. | + | 


Reſolved, That this Congreſs will on Wedneſday next take into 
conſideration the ſtate of the trade of America. e 
Adjourned till Monday next nine o'clock. 


Moxvar, September 18, 1775. 


The Committee appointed to ſettle the accounts of the riffle | 
men, Sc. laid before the Congreſs the account of Mr. Ve and Mr. 
Donaldſon, amounting to $3034 dollars, money by them ad- 
vanced for the purchaſe of riffles and ſhirts, &c. for the privates 
of ſeveral companies, which is charged to the reſpective compa | 
nies, and for blankets and ammunition ſupplied them, which ß 
charged to the Continent, which account the Committee have ex- 


amined and find juſt. mo 
Ordered, That the Committee pay the above account. 


An expreſs arriving with letters from General Schuyler, dated | 


Reſolveh | 


Je aux Noix, Sept. Sth, and the ſame being read, 
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Reſelved, That the conſideration of the Laters from Gene. 
al Waſhington be deferred til] to-morrow. 


ſideration the letters from General Schuyler. 
— Adjourned till to-morrow at nine 0 clock. 


* B Tonwar, September 19. 1775. 
5 The Congreſs took into conſideration the letters from General 
Schuyler. 


O ere, That the Secretary publiſh an anthonic- account of 
the intelligence received. 


General Schuyler. 
A motion being made in behalf af 0 one Col. John Fenton, who” 


75 bad been taken into cuſtody by the Convention of New- Haniphire, 
nd WF for being concerned in meaſures dangerous to the rights of Ame- 
on- Wl ricant, and who, by order of the General, now remains, on his 
the Wl parole, a priſoner at Hartford; that he may be permitted to go 


her to Great-Britain or treland. 


ſent Refelved, That General Waſhington be inſtructed to diſcharge £ 
the ſaid Col. 7chn Fenton from cuſtody, on his giving his parole 

ſent. WF of honour to proceed to New-York, and from thence to Great- _ 

Britain or Treland, and not to take up arms againſt the good. 


people of this Continent. 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs will to-morrow take into con- 
ſideration the letters from General Waſhington. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at nine o'clock. 


n Septemiber 20. 1775. 


Reſolved, That the Preſident write to the Provincial Conven- 
tion of New-York, or the Committee of Safety, directing them 


immediately to equip and ſend forward the whole of the Troops 5 


ordered to be raiſed, to join General $ aher with all poſſible ex- 
pedition. 


rifle MW The Committee appointed to prepare a letter to General Schuy- 
d Mr. r, brought in the lame, which being debated, corrected, and 


1 ad- approved, 
ivates Ordered, That it be Signed by the Preſident and forwarded 
mpa- immediately. 


ich is Ordered, That E copy of General Schuyler's Letter, 1 of 


ve er- the encloſed papers, and of the letters ſent to General Schuyler, 
be immediately forwarded to General Waſhington. 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the letters from gen. 
Jated | Waſhington. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Gridley have a commiſſion as colonel of 


5 ted, the 2 


Reſolved, That the Congreſs will to- morrow take into con- 
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. JourNaLs OF ConcREss. 


| to-morrow. 


accounts, ''; 
An account of Timothy Mathck employed as a clerk, amount- 


mounting to 4842_- 20 dollars. 
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That the appointment of a Brigadier-Oeneral be deferred Ul 
The ſubje& of trade to this day referred being poſtponed. 


Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow. 


Tuvsspav, September 215 1776. 
The Committee of accounts laid before the Congreh ſundry 


ing to 102 dollars. 
An account of James Milligan, for ſundry fail-eloth, Ruſſia 


ſheeting, oznabrigs, Oc. bought at the deſire of Mr. Wilkin, by 
order of the Congreſs, for the uſe of the Continental army, a- 1- 


An account kom the Committee of Berks advanced "tes "TY 
| rifle companies, amounting to 552 14 dollars, including a con- 


fiderable ſum advanced to Colonel Thompſon. 
Ordered, That the two firſt be paid immediately, bo that tha 

laſt be referred back to the Committee for examination; and if 
found juſt that they pay it. 


RNReſolved, That the appointment of a Brigadier-General be | 
deferred. 


The Congreſs then ebe the RES RT IO of the General's 
letters, and thereupon came to the following reſolutions, 


Reſolved, That General Waſhington be ordered to iſſue com- 
miſſions to Majors Box, Scammel, and Brewer, as Brigade Majors. | 

That the pay of the Judge-Advocate in the army in the Maſe | 
ſachufets-Bay, for himſelf — his clerk be ay dollars Per, month, 
from the time of his appointment. 
That a Committee of five be appointed to take into confideration | 
the memorial of the Commiſſary General, and report their opinion 


on the beſt means of ſupplying the army with proviſions. 


The ballots being brought in and examined, the following per- | 
ſons were elected, vie, Mr. Willing, Mr. Deane, Mr. P. Living flor, | 
Mr. Cuſhing, and Mr. Ward, ©. , 
| Reſolved, That General Schuyler SY 3 5 nominate 
and appoint a proper perſon to the office of Brigade Major in the 


army under his command, and to iſſue a commiſſion accordingly. 


Reſolved, That the Congreſs will to-morrow take into conli- | 


deration the ſtate of the trade of North- America. 
Adjourned to nine 0 clock to-morrow. 


W September 22, 1775- 


The Committee of claims reported, that the account of Andrew | 
M. Nair, door-keeper, for his ſervice, amounting to 57. 8 dollars, 


18 realonabie, and ought to be paid, 


" Ordered ; 
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Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 
Sundry letters were Jaid before the Congreſs and read, biz. 
Two from the Committee of Safety in New-York, with aur 
apers encloſed. 
One from Mr. Morris and Mr. Wilſon, dated Pittſburgh, Sep- 
tember 14, with ſundry papers encloſed. 
The Committee of ſafety for Pennſylvania having informed the 
: Congreſs that they have taken into cuſtody AE Rogers, an of- 
ficer in the King's ſervice. | 
Neſolved, That in caſe the Committee find nothing againſt 
Major Rogers, except that of his being a half. pay officer, he be 
diſcharged on giving his parole not to take up arms againſt the 
inhabitants of America in the preſent controverſy between Great. 
Britain and America. 
The order of the day being read, 
Reſolved; That a Committee be appointed to take into con- 
sert the ſtate of the trade of America, and e their ow 


nion. 

. Commirtte const of en : 

The ballots being taken and examined, the following beine 
were choſen, viz. Dr. Franklin, Mr. 7. Rutledge, Mr. Jay, Mr. 
Randolph, Mr. 7ohnſon, Mr. Deane, and Mr. Willing. © | 

The Committee of claims reported, that the account of William 
| Shad, amounting to 48 dollars for his ſervices as e laſt 
ſeſſion is reaſonable, and ought to be paid. 

| Ordered, That the above account be paid. 

Adjourned un to-morrow at nine o'clock. 


ee September 23, 1775. 


Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to purchaſe 5 


tion W quantity of woolen goods for the uſe of the army, £0 the amount 
nion MW of five thouſand pounds ſterlin 
1 57 That the ſaid goods when b blog ht, be placed i in the hands of the 
per- Quarter-Maſters General of the Goltincara armies, and that the 
on, © fame be by them fold out to the private ſoldiers of ſaid armies, at 
Y prime colt and charges, including a commiſſion of five per centum 
to the ſaid Quarter-Maſters General for their trouble, 

That the Committee conſiſt of five. 
The ballot being taken and examined the following members 
were choſen, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Aljo UZ ps Mr. Willing, Mr. Deane, and 

Mr. Langdon. 


The Committee of Claims produced two receipts for money 
received of ame Whitehead. 

One figned by Richard Brown, a Gepe of one of the riſfle 
companies from Maryland, for fifty pounds Penn/ylvania curren- 
©, 1333 dollars. 


: The other — Y Michael Creſſ P. a captain of the other 
-dered : rife 
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rifle company from Maryland, for one hundred pounds Pen- 
Hleania Currency, 2663 dollars, received for the uſe of their re- 
ſpective companies * to * in the Continental ſer- 
vice. 

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid to James Whitehead, 
a charged to the reſpective companies. 

' Ordered, That the Committee appointed to deviſe ways and 


means of ſupplying the army with medicines, do buy a parcel of 
drugs in the hands of Mr. Rapaſje, which he offers at the prime 


colt. 
: Adjourned t to nine 0 clock on Monday next. 


"Moavar: September 25, 1775. 


The Congreſs took into conſideration the letters from General 
1 No. 5, and 6, and two others not numbered. 


Neſolved, I hat a Committee of three be appointed to prepare M 
- "An aniwer. 


The ballots being taken and 3 the following Nfcmbers | 


were choſen, viz. Mr. Lynch, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Adams. 


The Committee of claims having repreſented to the Congrels, 


that in conſequence of the order of Congreſs, dated the firſt of 


Auguſt laſt, they have drawn out of the Treaſury the ſum of 10,000 


f . e and that over and above they have drawn on the treaſur- 
ers for the further ſum of 1,9261 dollars, to diſcharge ſundry 


accounts, which the Congreſs ordered them to pay, they there- | 


fore move that the Congreſs will iſſue an order for the ſame to in- 
demnify the treaſurers. 

The Congreſs taking this matter into conſideration, 

Reſolved, That the Committee's draughts for the above ſum 
be deemed valid, and allowed good in the treaſurers accounts. 
As accounts are brought in different from thoſe committed to 
the foregoing Committee to liquidate, and as it is proper that the 
accounts of the Continent be put into a proper train of e 
on and ſettlement, in order for payment. 

Reſolved, That a Committee of accounts or claims be now 
appointed to conſiſt of one member from each of the United Colo- 
nies, to whom all accounts againſt the Continent are to be refer- 
red, who are to examine and report upon the fame, in order for 
payment, ſeven of them to be a quorum. 
That the Committee conſiſt of the following r viz. Mr. 
Langdon, Mr. Cuſhing, Mr. Ward, Mr. Deane, Mr. Lewis, Mr. 


may Mr. Willing, Mr. Rodney, Mr. 755 5 fon, Mr. Ne jor, Mr. | 


Cadſden, and Dr. Zubly. 
That the former Committee Aer to the Committee now ap- 
pointed, all the books, accounts, and papers in their hands. 


powder imported, and how it has been e of, 


lowing 
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The 2 We! the conſideration of the letter from 
Meſſrs. Morris and Wilſon, of 14th September, with the encloſed 
papers, and after ſome debate, the ſame was referred till to- mor- 
rOW. 

| Adjourned to nine o'clock to morrow. 


Turspav, Sieber 26, 1775. 
The order of the day was called for, but as the delegates 6 


Virginia and Pennsylvania were not preſent, the eonſideration of 
the letters and papers from Meſſrs. Morris and al av was defer- 


red till to-morrow. . 
The Committee appointed to prepare an leer to Kere 


Waſhington” s letters reported the ſame, which was read, Urbated : 
and agreed to. 


Ordered, That the ſame being tranſcribed be ned by the 


Preſident, and forwarded immediately. 


The Committee appointed to examine the Journal of the Con- 
greſs during the laſt ſeſſions, 1 in order for the preſs, reported A | 


copy, which was in part read. 


Ordered, That the remainder be read to-morrow. 
Adjourned to nine o clock to- morroõw. 


WrpxEsp v, September 27, 1775. 


The Committee of claims applied to the Congreſs for advice 
how to charge ſundry accounts, and the ſame being taken into 
conſideration. 

Refolved, That the expence of kettles, canteens, and ſpoons, 


ſupplied to the Soldiers be charged to the Continent. 


Reſolved, That the ſum of 160,000 dollars be paid to Con- 
nedicut, for ſupplies iſſued by that colony for the ſervice of the 
United Colonies, to be accounted for by them. 

The Committee of claims reported that in their opinion the fol- 
lowing accounts were reaſonable, and ought to be paid. 

A ballance due to Robert Erwin, W amounting 
to 887 1. of a dollar. 


An Account of George Frank for riding expreſs, amounting to 
38 Dollars. 
An account of the Commirtes of Northampton county, for 


money advanced for ſundry riffle companies, amounting to. 


31823 5 of a dollar. 


Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the 
Committee appointed to examine the Joyrnaly, of the laſt ſeſſions, 


and the ſame being read, 
Ordered, That the Journal as now corrected be oubliſhed by 
the Secretary, and that he ſuperintend and correct the prels. 
A memorial 
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A menjoria] df Samuel and Robert Purviance was preſented and 
read, ſetting forth, that they had chartered a veſſel to carry a load 
of wheat, that the ſaid veſſel in going from Philadelphia to Cheſter. 
aun Maryland, was loſt in the late ſtorm, by which they were 
prevented from exporting, before the 1oth of September, the car- 
go which they had actually purchaſed; and therefore praying for 
liberty to export the cargo to a foreign Pit. 
Oradered to lie on the table. 


Certain reſolutions of the Committee of the city and liberties 
of Philadelphia, reſpecting an application made to them by a Cap- | 
tain, for leave to take a cargo of flour to Cloceſter in Maſſachu- 


fets Bay, were laid before the Congreſs and read. 
Ordered to lie on the Table. 
— Adjourned to nine o'clock on Friday. 


| Faivay, September 29, 1778. 


A Letter from General Waſhington, dated the 21ſt of September, | 
with ſundry encloſed papers, being received by expreſs, was laid 
before Congreſs and read. 
Ihe Committee of claims reported as their opinion that the | 


: following accounts ought to be paid. 


A ballance due to John Powell for riding expreſs, amounting | 


to 45 dollars. 


An account of Matthias Slough, for money advanced to the | 


riſfle companies, amounting to 710 5 4 dollars. 
T0 


An account of James Alexander for riding expreſs, a ballance | 


due to him, amounting to 1722 | dollars. 


Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 
Reſolved, That when any accounts are ordered to be paid, 


the orders be drawn on the treaſurers and ſigned by the preſident. | 
Refolved, That a committee of three members be appointed | 
to repair immediately to the camp at Cambridge, to confer with | 
General Waſhington, and with the governor of Connecticut, lieu- | 
tenant-governor of Rhade-Ifland, the council of Maſachuſett's |} 
and the preſident of the convention of New- Hampſhire, and ſuch | 
other perſons as to the ſaid committee ſhall ſeem proper, touch- | 
ing the moſt effectual method of continuing, ſupporting, and re- | 


ulating a Continental army. 


Reſolved, That the appointment of ſaid Committee be defer | 


red till to-morrow. 
Adjourned to nine o clock to-morrow. 


SarvaD. ay, F 30, 1775 


The Congreſs proceeded to the election of a Committee, and | 


the ballots being examined, Mr. Lynch and Dr. e ö 
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found to be duly elected by a majority of v_ and two other 


members having an equal number. 

Reſolved, That the Congreſs proceed to the election of anos 
ther member for the committee, and that this rule be obſerved 1 in 
all ſimilar caſes. 

Accordingly the ballots being taken, the committee of exami- 
tation reported, that Mr. Harriſon is duly elected. 

Reſolved, That a Committee of five members be appointed to 
draw up inſtructions for the above Committee. 

The ballots being taken the following members were choſen, 
Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Lee, Mr. Johnſon, Mr. R. Livingſton, and 
Mr. S. Adams. 

Reſolved, That the Preſident inform General Waſhington by 
expreſs, of the reſolution of Congreſs, appointing a Committee 
to wait on him, in order to conſult with him, touching the moſt 
elfectual method of continuing . and regwating a Con- 
tinental army. 

That a letter to the ſame i import be written to the Governor 
of Connecticut, and that the Preſident therein requeſt him in caſe 
he cannot himſelf attend, that he will appoint a perſon to repre- 
ſent that colony, and confer with the Committee of the Congrels | 
on the ſubjects intruſted to them. 

That like letters be written to the 3 of Maſachufett 4 
Bay, and to the lieutenant- governor of Rhode- Aland, and to the 
preſident of the Convention of New- Hampſhire. 

The Committee of claims reported, that in their opinion the 
following accounts ought to be paid, vis. 

A certificate preſented by William Hall, ſigned by captain 
Daniel Morgan, for neceſſaries furniſhed by George Kyſer to his 
company; another certificate preſented by ſaid . Hall, and 
ſigned by ſaid D. Morgan, for neceſſaries furniſhed his company 
by Meſbeck Sexton, both the above ſums amounting in the whole 
to 712 dollars, to be charged to ſaid Morgan's company. 

An account of neceſſaries furniſhed by John Fordan of Lan- 
caſter, for captain Roſs and captain Smith's companies of riffle 
men, amounting to 432 Dollars, to be charged to the Continent 


Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. N 

The Committee appointed to conſider the trade of n 
brou ght in their report, which was read and referred to Monda y next. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday next. 


Monday, October 2, 1775. 


The Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the Cots 
mittee on trade, and after ſome debate. 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow reſolve *tfelf in- 
to a Committee of the whole, to take into conſideration the ſtate 
of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies. 

Dd. That 
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That the above report be referred to that committee. | 
The committee appointed to prepare inſtructions, reported a 2 


draught, which being read and debated by paragraphs, Was a- 


Zreed to. 
Ordered, That a Iii copy be made out and delivered to the 


committee appointed to wait on the General. 


Neſolved, That where the word nenth is uſed, the Congreſs 


means calendar month, by which the pay of the men in the ſer- 


vice of the Continent 1s to be regulated. 2 
Reſolved, That the pay of the ſecond Babes in the 


marching regiments be the ſame as that of the firſt lieutenants. 1 
Adjourned to nine o'clock to- morrow. | 


Toxsbar, Other 3, 1775. 


The Committee of claims reported that in their opinion the 
following accounts ought to be paid. 


The acconnt of Frederick Bicking for 561 reams of paper for the 


Continental currency, amounting to 388 2 dollars. 


The account of Samuel Boughman, for the entertainment of 
| captain Roſs's company, amounting to 14. 1 dollars. 
Two accounts from the committee of Trenton for wag onage 1 
and ſundry expreſſes, amounting together to the ſum 0 103+ | 


Two accounts delivered in by Gafper IWeitzal, for expences for 
diet and provifions for captain Lowder's company of riffle men, 
amounting together to the ſum of 44.6 dollars. 

Two accounts delivered in by Miles and Wiſter, for neceſſaries 


furniſhed by Fobn Harris, jun. and Elias Younkman, to captain 


Lowden's company of rifle-men, amounting to 96 dollars, to be 
charged to the ſaid company: 

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 

The Committee of clatms further reported an account af rs 
deric Blankenberg and Leonard Stein, retained as Huſſars, on 
which they defired to know the determination of Congrels. 

Ordered, That the above named Frederic Blankenberg and Le- 


onard Stein be allowed to retain the cloaths made for them, and 


that over and above they be paid 16 dollars each, for the time they 
were retained in ſervice. 

Reſolved, 'That the Commiſſary General contract bor ſuch 
quantities of beef and pork as may be thought proper by the Ge- 
neral, and have the ſame ſalted up in convenient houſes near the 
camp, according to his ſcheme recommended by che General to 


the conſideration of the Congreſs. 


| Reſolved, That the ſum jof three hundred thouſand dollars be 


immediately ſent to the Pay Mafter General, for the uſe of the ar- 
my in the /Hafſachuſetts- Bay. 
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to the camp be requeſted to take the charge of the above ſum, or 


as much of it as they conveniently can. 
Reſolved, That the expences of the committee be paid out of the 


Continental treaſury. 


One of the delegates for 7 Rhode Ihand laid ber the beinen 
a part of the inſtructions given them by their two houſes of legiſ· 


lature, Auguſt 26, 1775. 


Reſolved, That the Congreſs will on Friday next take the a= 


bove into conſideration. 
Reſolved, That the Committee appointed to repair to the camp 


do conter with Mr. Rittenhouſe and enquire of him whether he ap- 
prehends he can be of ſervice to the Continent as an engineer, and 


if he can, to epgage him and deſire he would with all convenient 
ſpeed repair to the camp. 


Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow dre itlelf 


into a Committee of the whole to take into eonhderation the ſtate 
of the trade of theſe Colonies. 


Adjourned to nine 0 clock to-morrow. : 


Werxzsav, Onher 4 1775. 


The Committee of claims reported, that in theic opinion the 
following account ought to be paid. | 


An account of the Bache erg of Bedford county, for neceſ- 


faries furniſhed to the company of riffle men raiſed therein, a. 


mounting to 7 $52 dollars, of which ſum 1282 dollars ought tg 


be charged to the Continent, and the remaining ſum of 6263 Dol- 


lars ought to be charged to captain Robert Cluggage” 8 er 5 
as ſo much of their pay advanced to them. 


Ordered, That the above be paid. 


Two members who undertook to receive DS he money, 
for which an order paſſed yeſterday, to be ſent to the Pay-Maſter | 


General, reported that they found only 189,467 dollars ready in 


the treaſury, which they received and have packed up ready to 
be ſent forward, for which they gave their own . and now | 
return the order drawn by the Preſident. 


Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congreſs W itlelf 


into 5 committee of the whole, to take into conſideration the ſtate 


of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies, and after ſome time 
ſpent therein, the Preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward re- 
potted, that the committee had taken into conſideration the mat- 
ter KY AE to them, but not having came to any relolntion, de- 
fired leave to ſit again. 

Neſolved, That this Congreſs will tas -morrow Orr = itſelf 


into a committee of the whole to take into further conſideration the 


late of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies, 
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow. | | . 
THURSDAY, 
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Tnussbar, October 5, 1775. 


_Agreaable to the order of the day, the Congreſs reſolved itſelf. 


into a Committee of the whole, to take into farther conſideration 


the ſtate of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies, and after 


ſome time ſpent therein, the Preſident reſumed the chair, and 
Mr. Ward reported, that not having come to _y reſolution, they 


deſired leave to it again. | 

Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow le itſelf 
into a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther conſide- 
ration the ſtate of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies. = 
Sundry letters from London were laid before the 8 and 


read. 


Reſolved, That a committee of theve be pci to prepare a 
plan for intercepting two veſſels which are on their way to Canada, 
laden with arms and powder, and that the committee proceed on 


this buſineſs immediately. 


The Committee of claims reported, chat in their opimon the 


= : following accounts ought to be paid. 


An account of Mrs. Stille of Trenton, for the expences of capt. 


- Noſ⸗ and others, to be charged to the ſaid Roſs, until he makes it 


appear to be juſt and reaſonable that the ſame be charged to a 
Continent, amounting to 327 . Dollars. 


An account of Charles Axford, for proviſions for captain Roſs | 


e amounting to 8. 5 dollars. 
An account rendered by Charity Britton, for proviſions for the 
ſame company, amounting to | ie 5 dollars. 


An account rendered by Toſeph Clunn, for proviſions for the 
ſame company, amounting to LE dollars. 


An account of William and Thomas Bradford, for printing, 


amounting to 178 LA dollars. 
Ordered That the above accounts be paid. 


Reſolved, That Timothy Matlack, of this city, be emplo) ed 


as a ſtore-keeper, and that the implements provided for the Hal. 


ſars, and the tents and linen, Sn: purchaſed for the 2 75 be 
put under his care. 1 
The committee appointed to prepare a plan for intercepting the f 


two veſſels bound to Canada, brought in a report winch was taken 
into conſideration; whereupon, 


Reſolved, That a letter be ſent to general Waſhing ton to inform 


him, that Congreſs having received certain ee e e of the ſail- 
ing of two north country built brigs, of no force, from England, 
on the 11th of Au guſt laſt, loaded with arms, powder, and other 
ſtores, for 8 without convoy, which it being of importance 
to intercept, defire that he apply to the council of Maſa- 
ebuſetts-Bay 1 for the two armed yellels 1 in their ſervice, and 1 
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| That the ſaid ſhips and veſſe 
and pay, during their being ſo employed. 
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the ſame, with a ſufficient number of people, ſtores, &c. particu- 
larly a number of oars, in order, if poſſible, to intercept the ſaid 
two brigs and their cargoes, and ſecure the ſame for the uſe of the 
Continent; alſo any other tranſports laden with ammunition, 
cloathing, or other ſtores, for the uſe of the miniſterial army or 
navy in America, and ſecure them in the moſt convenient places for 
the purpoſe above mentioned; that he give the commander or com- 

manders ſuch inſtructions as are neceſſary, as alſo proper encou- 
ragement to the marines and ſeamen, that ſhall be ſent on this en- 


terprize, which inſtructions are to be delivered to the commander 


or commanders ſealed up, with orders not to open the ſame until 
out of ſight of land, on account of ſecreſy. es e 


That a letter be written to the ſaid honourable Council to put 


the ſaid veſſels under the General's command and direction, and to 
furniſh him inſtantly with every neceſlary in their power, at the 
expence of the Continent. 0 5 
That the General be directed to employ the ſaid veſſels and others, 
if he judge neceſſary, to effect the purpoſes aforeſaid; and that he 
be informed that the Rhode-Iſland and Connecticut veſſels of force 


That a letter be wrote to governor Cooke, informing him of the 
above, deſiring him to diſpatch one or both the armed veſſels of 
the colony of Rhode-Iſland on the ſame ſervice, and that he uſe 
the precautions above mentioned. | VVV 
That a letter be written to governor Trumbull, requeſting of 
him the largeſt veſſel in the ſervice of the colony of Connecticut to 
be ſent on the enterprize aforeſaid, acquainting him with the above 
particulars, and cer the ſame precautions. 


s of war be on the Continental riſque 


Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow. 


„ Frivay, Odtober 6. L795. 
Two letters from General Schuyler, dated Ticonfleroga, 2 5th i 
and 28th September, with ſundry papers incloſed, were read. | 

Reſolved, That orders iſſue to the Continental treaſurers, to 


colle& for continental bills, a quantity of ſilver and gold, not 


exceeding 53,200 dollars in value, for the uſe of the army in 
„ %%% „„ Toy „% 5 
Neſolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral provincial Aſ- 
ſemblies or Conventions, and Councils or Committees of ſafety, to 
arreſt and ſecure every perſon in their reſpective colonies, whoſe 
going at large may in their opinion endanger the ſafety of the co- 
lony, or the liberties of America. . 5 ; 
Ordered, That an authentic copy of the laſt reſolve be tranſmit- 
ted by the delegates to proper perſons in their reſpective colonies 
Reſolved, That the committee appointed for the importation of 
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; powder be directed to export, agreeable to the Continental Aſſo. 
ciation, as much proviſions or other produee of theſe colonies, ag 
they ſhall judge expedient for the purchaſe of arms and ammunition, 


The Congreſs taking into conſideration the letter from New- 
York, reſpecting the fortifications ordered to be erected on Hudſon's 


river. 1 5 


Reſolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to report 


to- morrow morning an anſwer to the Convention of New-York. 


The followin g members were choſen by ballot, viz. Mr. Mor- 
ton, Mr. Dean, and Mr. R. Living ſten. 


The Committee appointed to prepare a plan, Ec. brought in 3 


farther report, which was read. _ I | 
Ordered, To lie on the table, for the peruſal of the members. 


The order of the day was renewed, and the conſideration of 


the inſtructions given to the delegates of Rhode-1fand referred to 
this day, was put off to Monday i6th inftant. 


Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow. 


 Sarvanary, Ocbober ”, 1775. a 


© Ordered, That the Preſident draw on the treaſurers, in favour 


of Francis Lewis, John Alſop, Thomas Willing, Silas Deane, and 
John Langdon, Eſqrs, for the ſum of five thouſand pounds ſter- 


ling, to pay for the goods they were ordered to purchaſe for the 


uſe of the Continental army. 3 1 
The Committee appointed to take into conſideration the letter 
from the Convention of New-York, brought in their report, which 
being read and debated, was agreed to, as follows: | 

That the Provincial Convention of New-York be directed imme- 
diately to render Hudſon's river defenſible, that in doing this they 


be particularly attentive to form ſuch works as may be finiſhed be · 
fore the winter ſets in; as it is very doubtful whether any ſtone 
work can be properly made at this advanced ſeaſon, it is ſubmitted 
to the judgment of the ſaid Convention whether it could not be 
more cheaply and expeditiouſly done by works of wood or faſ- 
eines. If they ſhould think otherwiſe, that they be directed to go 
on with the work in the way which they think beſt, ſince it is the 
opinion of the Congreſs that the work ſhould by no means be ne- 


glected. | 38 


But if the work be already begun on the plan ſent us, that they 1 
render ſuch parts as can be firſt finiſned defenſible, ſo that thjge 
labour be not thrown away, if an attack ſhould be made before the 


whole can be finiſhed. 


That the Convention be directed to enquire whether there are 
not ſome other places where ſmal] batteries might be erected fo as 


to annoy the enemy on their paſſage, particularly, a few heavy 
_ cannon at or near core's houſe, and at a point on the weſt ſhore, 


alittle above Verplank's point. — 
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That it be recommended to ſaid Convention to eſtabliſh at pro- 
per diſtances, poſts to be ready to give intelligence to the country, 
in caſe of any invaſion, or by ſignals to give alarms in cafe of 
danger, and that they confer with the Aſſembly of Connecticut, and 
Convention of New-Ferſey, on the ſpeedieſt manner of conveying 
intelligence 1 in ſuch caſes, and receiving aſſiſtance when neceſſary. 

That the Convention be farther directed to take the moſt effec- 
tual method to obſtruct the navigation of the ſaid river, if upon 
examination they find it practicable. 

Reſolved, That orders be ſent to Gen. Wefter, in caſe he has 
no orders to the contrary from General Schuyler, that he immedi- 
ately return to the batteries erecting in the highlands, and there 
leave as many of his troops, as the eonductors of the work ſhall 
think neceſſary for compleating them, and that he repair with the 
remainder to New-York. 

A member from Pennſylvania laid before thi Con greſs a reſolve 
paſſed 3 in the Houſe of Aſſembly, in theſe words: 

In Afjembly, September 30. 1775. 

The Houſe taking into conſideration the ſeveral letters ſent 
down yeſterday by the Governor, acqnainting him with the intru- 
fon of a number of people into this province, under a pretended 
claim of the colony of Connecticut, to the great ARNOFAUCE of the 
good people of this province. 

Reſolved, That the delegates for this province be ſpecially direQ. 
ed to lay the ſame before the Congreſs, with the miſchievous ten- 
dency the purſuing ſuch meaſures will have, and procure the aid 
of that Aſſembly to quiet the minds of the good people of this 


Wage, and prevent furthet intruſion or extenſion of ſettlements 


CY vader the ſaid claim, until the matter ſhall be determined by the 
de king and Council, to whom both fides have ſubmitted the „ 
ne Extract from the Journals, 5 
78 1 : CnarLEs Moozs, Clerk of Aſerdhy. » 
al- FNeſolved, That the ſame be referred: to the delegates for Con- 
82 recicut and Pennſjloatia, who are deſired to report thereon on 
the Monday next. 

* ' Reſolved, That the letter from Meſſrs. Morris aud Wilſn of 


the 14th of Sept. be taken into conſideration on Monday next. 
Adjourned to nine o clock on Monday. | 


nd October , 1775. 


A letter from Joſepb Trumbull, Commiſſary-General. dated 
September 23, 1775, was read, defiring that 500 lawful money, 
16663 dollars be paid to Mr. Tracy, for money by bim advanced 
to Colon Arnold, for the uſe of the Continent, and that the ſame 
be charged to his account. 

brdered, D That the Preſident draw on the treaſurers for the 
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above ſum in iy Wor of Mr. 7. racy, RE” that the ſame be charged as 
above. 
A letter from General Schuyler, dated the 19th of September, 


with one encloſed from General Montgomery, and ſundry other pa- 
pers were read. 


Reſolved, That a Committee of five members be appointed to 


take the ſame into conſideration, and report an anſwer. 


The following members choſen, viz. Mr. 7. Adams, Mr. J. Rur. 


ledge, Mr. Chaſe, Mr. R. Livingſton, and Mr. Deane. 


The delegates of Pennſylvania and Connecticut informing the 


Congreſs, that they were not yet ready to make a report on the 
matters referred to them. 


_ Ordered, That they prepare and bring i in kheir report on 2 


: day next. 


Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Sende of Meub- 


Jerſey, that they immediately raiſe at the expence of the Conti- 


nent, two battalions, conſiſting of eight companies each, and each 


Company of ſixty- eight privates, officered with one captain, one 
lieutenant, one enſign, four ſerjeants, and four corporals. 


That the privates be inliſted for one year, at the rate of five 


dollars per calender month, liable to be diſcharged at any time, 
on allowing them one month's pay extraordinary. _ | 


That each of the privates be allowed inſtead of a bounty, one 


felt hat, a pair of yarn ſtockings, and a pair of ſhoes; the men 


| to find their own arms. 


That the pay of the officers, for the preſent, be the ſame at ; 
chas of the officers in the preſent Continental army, and in caſe 
the pay of the officers in the army 1s augmented, the pay of the | 

officers in theſe battalions ſhall, in like manner be e from N 
the time of their engaging in the ſervice. 


The order of the day being renewed, 
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow. 


. October 10, 1775. 


The Committee of claims reported the following accounts rea- 
ſonable, and which ought to be paid, viz, 
The account of Da Simitiere, for tranſlating the addreſs of the 


United Colonies to the inhabitants of Voebee, ARNE to 8 
dollars. 


William Govett's account of the expences of a party of twenty- 


ſeven men eſcorting powder to Trenton, amounting to 67.2 dollars. 
David Rittenbouſe's for thirty-fix cuts for Continental money» 
amounting to 48 dollars: | 
John Thornton's account of proviſions and ferriage for part of 


captain Roſj's company, amounting to 10 dollars. 


powder to Tongs: amounting to 45. 2 dollars. 


Chriflopher Ludwig's account for ſundry expences in forwarding 


Ordered, | 
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Ordered, That the ſaid accounts be paid. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an anſwer to General 
Schuyler's letters, reported a draught, which was read, and or- 
dered to lie on the table for the peruſal of the members. 


A motion being made relative to the appointment of officers in 
the Continental army, and the ſame being largely 8 the 


determination thereon was deferred till to-morroõw. 
The order of the day was renewed. | 
Adjourned to nine 0 'clock to-morrow. 


Wepxkspa v, October II, 17 775. 


A liſt of the matters referred to this day being read. 
The Delegates of Connecticut and Pennſylvania were called on 


to report on the matter referred to them, but not being yet ready. 


Ordered, That they meet this afternoon and r 8 to 


be laid before Congreſs to-morrow. 


The Committee of claims reported that the following accounts 
ought to be paid, viz. 


The account of the Committee of Elizabeth- Town, for cartage, 


expreſſes, and for proviſions to capt. Roſs's company, amounting 


to 98.3 dollars, of which 3.2 dollars to be charged to capt. Roſs. 


James Leſlie's account of neceſſaries furniſhed to capt. Roſs's 
company, amounting to 14.8 dollars. 

Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 

The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the motion made 
yeſterday reſpecting the appointment of othcers, and after debate, 
the ſame was poſtponed. 

Refolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report 
what ſubſiſtance ought to be allowed to the officers and ſoldiers in 
the continental ſervice, when on their march, and in quarters be- 
fore they join the army. 


The members choſen, Mr. Kinſey, Mr. Deans, and Mr. Langdon. 
The Congreſs took into conſideration the letter to gen. Schuyler, 


which being debated by paragraphs was agreed to. 

Ordered, "That the ſame be tranſcribed and forwarded. _ 

The Committee appointed on the ſubſiſtance, &c. brought in 
their report, which being read, was ordered to lie c on the table to 
be taken up to-morrow. 

The order of the day being renewcd, 


Adjourned to nine o'clock tomorrow. 


Tnusspax, October 12, 1775. 


The e taking into conſideration the report of the Com- 
mittee reſpecting ſubſiſtance for the ſoldiers, &c. 

Re/otved, That each captain and other commiſſioned Geer 
while in the recruiting ſervice of this Continent. or on their march 
i 9 Join the army, ſhall be allowed two dollars and two thirds of a 


3 dollar 
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dollar per week for their ſubſiſtance, and that the men who inliſt 
ſhall each of them, whilſt in quarters, be allowed one dollar per 
week, and when on their march to join the army, one dollar and 
one third of a dollar for the ſame purpoſe. 

Refolved, That the Preſident tranſmit to the Convention of 
New-Jerſey, blank commiſſions, to be filled up by the ſaid Con- 


vention, to the captains and ſubaltern officers in the two battalions 


to be raiſed in that colony; and that the appointment of the field 
officers be for the preſent ſuſpended, until the Congrels come to a 


determination on that matter. 


John Penn, Eſq. one of the delegates for North-Caroliud ap- 
eared in Congreſs, and produced his credentials, which hong 


read, were approved, and are as follows: = 


NokRru- Caroting, Hillſborough. In rel, 875 has 1996. 


_ « Mr. Caſwell informed the Congreſs, that as they had done | 
him the honour to appoint him treaſurer of the ſouthern diſtrict of 
this province, and one of the ſigners of the public bills of credit, 
| his attending thoſe duties would render it entirely out of his power | 
to attend the Continental Congreſs as one of the delegates of this 
province, he therefore requeſted this Congreſs would be pleaſed to | 
appoint ſome other gentlemen 1 in his ſtead. Whereupon it is reſolv- | 
ed, that John Penn, Efq. be, and he is hereby appointed a dele- 
gate in behalf of this province, in conjunction with William 
Hooper, and Joſeph Hewes, Eſqrs. and that he be inveſted with ? 
the ſame power, and intitled to the like allowance, that the ſaid 9 
Richard Caſwell would have been veſted with, and entitled to, un- N 
der a former reſolution of this Conpreſs. ; 


By order, ſigned, 


SAMUEL JokNSOx, Praun, ö 


Ax DREW Lor; Secretary. 


_ he Comte of Claims reported their opinion that the fol 
lowing accounts ought to be paid. 


Two accounts of Peter Cooper, one . ſeveral iel furniſhed g 
2 8 Creſſop's company in Lancaſter, amounting to 2 4 dollars, 


to be charged to ſaid company The other for thirty- four pair of | 
boots made by him for the luffar company, amounting to 11 3. 


dollars. 


Francis Wade's account of expences for himſelf and a > of 
eighteen men eſcorting gov. Skene and Mr. Lundy to New- -York, | 


amounting to 445.2.5 dollars. 


Ordered, That the above Accounts be paid. 


Rejolved, That it be recommended to the Aſſembly or „Com- | 
mittee of Safety of Pennſylvania, to raiſe one battalion on the ſame \ 
terms as thoſe ordered to be raiſed in New. Jerſey, and to be of- 

ficered iu like manner. 


Reſolved, g 
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Reſolved, That the men to be enliſted be farniſtied at the Con- 


tinental expence with a hunting-ſhirt not exceeding in value 12 
dollar, and a blanket, if to be procured, but not to be made part 


of the terms of enliſtment. 


Agreeable to the order of the day the Conpreii reſolved itſelf 


into a Committee of the whole, to take into conſideration the ſtate 
of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies, and after ſome tine 


ſpent therein, the Preſident reſumed the chair and Mr. Ward re- 
ported, that the Committee had taken into conſideration the mat- 


ter referred to them, but not having come to a concluſion, deſired ; 


him to move for leave to fit again. 
Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow reſolve itſelf in- 


to a Committee of the whole to take into their further conſidera- 


tion the ſtate of the trade of the thirteen United Colonies. 
The other matters referred to this day being — the 
Congreſs adjourned to nine 0 clock to-morrow. | 


Nr Ober 13, 8 
A grecable to the order of the day the S reſolved itlelk! in- 


tn - Committee of the whole, to take into their farther conſideration 


the trade of the thirteen United Colonies, and after ſome time ſpent 
ha cecan, the Preſident teſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, 
that | rh Committee had taken into conſideration the matter refer— 


= t nem, but not having come to a concluſion deſired him t to 


move for ten ive to {it again. 
w he upon the order was 3 


A letter from General Waſhington Jated 5th of October, wih 


ſundry papers encloſed was read. 
The Congreſs taking into conſideration the report of the Com- 
mittee, appointed to prepare a plan, &c. after ſome debate. 


Reſolved, That a ſwift ſailing veſſel to carry ten carriage guns, 


and a preportionable number of ſwivels, with eighty men, be fit- 
ted with all poſſible diſpatch, for a cruize of three months, and 
that the commander be inſtructed to cruize eaſtward, for inter- 
cepting ſuch tranſports as may be laden with warlike ſtores and 
other ſupplies for our enemies, and for ſuch other Purpoſes as the 
Congreſs ſhall directe. : 

That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare an eſtimate 
of the expence, and lay the ſame before the Congreſs, and to con- 
tract with proper perſons to fit out the veſſel. 

Reſolved, That another veſſel be fitted out for. the 1 pur- 
poſes, and that the ſaid Committee report their opinion of a pro- 
per veſſel, and alſo an eſtimate of the expencc. 

The 8 g members were choſen to compoſe the Committee, 
Mr. Deane, Mr. Langdon, and Mr. Gadſden. 

Refolved, That the farther conſideration of the report be referred 

% Monday next. 


The 
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The Congreſs taking into conſideration the memorial of ſundry 
merchants of New-York and Philadelphia, reſpecting a quantity 
of tea on hand which were referred by the Congreſs: at their lai 
ſeſſion to be taken up at their next. 

Reſolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to take into con- 
ſideration the ſaid memorials and enquire into the ſtate of facts, and 
make report thereon to the Congrels. 


'The members choſen, Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. 8. Adams, Mr. J. 


Adams, Mr. Ward, and Mr. Lee. 


The ſeveral matters referred to this day were poſtponed till to- 


morrow, to which time the Congres adjourned | to meet at nine 


o'clock. 


Sarunpär, Oather 14, 1775. 


The Con greſs reſumed the conſideration of the letter from Gene- 1 


ral Waſhington, and the papers encloſed. _ 
| Reſolved, That a director general and chief phyſician of the hoſ⸗ 


pitalin Maſſachuſetts Bay, be appointed in the room of Dr. Church, N 


who is taken into cuſtody for holdin ga cor reſpondence with the e- 
nemy. : 
Reſolved, That the Crunch will..ou Monday next ba to 
the election of a director general and chief phyſician of the hoſpit- 
al, in the room of Dr. Church. 

"Reſolved, That the further conſideration of the General' 8 letter 


be poſtponed till Monday next. 


Fhe delegates for Connecticut informed the Congreſs, that they 


had met ſome of the delegates for Pennſylvania, in order to take 


into conſideration the matters referred to them, but not being able 


to come to any agreement with them, and as the diſpute between 


the people of the two Colonies on the waters of Suſquehannah, 
had proceeded to bloodſhed, and in their apprehenſion may be at- 
tended with very dangerous conſequences unleſs ſpeedily prevented, 


they moved that a Committee be appointed out of the other Colo- 


nies to take this matter into endenden, and e thereon to 
the Congreſs. _ 5 
Reſolved, That this 5 I to Monday next, 


Adjourned to nine 0 clock on Monday. 


Moxpav, October 165 1775. 


Two letters from the Convention of New- -Jerſc) 7 dated 1th and 
46h inſt. being read. 


Reſolved, That a Committee of three © appointed to take the 


ſame into conſideration and report an anſwer. 


The members choſen, Mr. J. Rutledge, Mr. Dickinſon, 8 


Mr. W. Livingſton. 


A Letter from Gen. Schuyler dated 5th inſt. with ſundry pa- 8 


pers encloſed being received and taken into conſideration. 
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Nez lved, That the ſum of 200,000 dollars be ſent to the depu- 


ty pay-maſter general for the northern army. 


That the delegates of Pennſylvania do immediately count and 


ſend forward the above ſum under a guard. 
Reſolved, That the ton of powder forwarded laſt week to News 


York, be immediately ſent to Gen. Schuyler. 


Reſolved, That a Committee of five members be 3 to con- 


ſider farther ways and means of promoting the manufacture of ſalt- 
etre. 


The following a choſen, Mr. Randolph, Mr. Wiſner, 
Mr. Chaſe, Mr. J. Rutledge, and Mr. Morton. 

Reſolved, That it be earneſtly recommended to all . who 
are poſſeſſed of the ſalt - petre lately removed from Turtle-Bay, on 

the iſland of New- Vork forthwith to ſend the ſame to the preſident 

of the Convention of New - Vork, to be manufactnred into gunpow- | 


der for the uſe of the Continental army. 


Ordered, That Mr. Langdon, Mr. Dyer, and Mr. ]. Adams, en- 
quire what quantity of powder has been ſent to the northern army 
and report by whom ſent. 


| The order of the day being renewed, and the ſeveral! matters re- 
ferred to this day poſtponed. 


Adjourned to nine o'clock to- -morrow. 


TuzsDar, OGcker 17, 1775, 


The Congreſs taking into conſideration the motion made laſt Sa- 
turday by the delegates of Connecticut. 


Reſolved, That a Committee of five members be appointed to 


take into conſideration the diſputes between the people of Connecti- 8 
cut and Pennſylvania, and report what in their opinion is proper 


to be done by Congreſs. 

The members choſen are, Mr. F Rutledge Mr. Chaſe, Mr, 
Jelferfon; Mr Kinſey, and Mr. Hopkins. 

The Committee appointed to prepare an eſtimate &c. brought 
in their report, which after debate was re- committed. 

The Committee of claims reported that there is due to Ephraim 


Martin for proviſions furniſhed to ſeveral rifle companies 59: 3 
dollars. 


Ordered, That the fame be TY 
A letter from governor Cooke, dated gth tl was read, 


The Congreſs proceeded to the election of a director general 


and chief phyſician of the hoſpital, 1n the room of Doctor Church, 
and the ballots being examined, 


Doctor John Morgan, of Philadelphia, was elected. 


Ordered, That the preſident write to the Convention of New- 


Vork, and inform them, that it is the deſire of the Congreſs, that 


the ſulphur i in that city be immediately removed to a place of ſafety. 
The. 
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Ihe ſeveral matters referred to this day being poſtponed, and 
the order of the day renewed. | 25 
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow. 


WepxesDay, October 18, 1775. 


The Committee on the memorials from ſundry merchants in New 
York and Philadelphia, brought in their report, which being read, 


after ſome debate, | 


Reſolved, That the further conſideration thereof be poſtponed. 


The delegates from New-Hampſhire laid before the Congreſs a 
part of the inſtructions delivered to them by their colony, in theſe 
JJ oe © = 
«© We would have you immediately uſe your utmoſt endeavours 


to obtain the advice and direction of the Congreſs, with reſpe& to 


2 method for our adminiſtering juſtice, and regulating our civil 


police. We preſs you not to delay this matter, as its being done 
ſpeedily will probably prevent the greateſt confuſion among us.” 1 
Reſolved, That the conſideration of this matter be referred to ; 


Monday net. Eg Os i 
Reſolved, That a juſt and well authenticated account of the hoſ- 


tilities committed by the minifteria] troops and navy in America 


| fince laſt March be collected, with proper evidence of the truth of 
the facts related, the number and value of the buildings deſtroyed ? 
by them, alſo the number and value of the veſſels inward and out- 


ward bound, which have been ſeized by them ſince that period, as 
near as the number and value can be aſcertained, alſo the ſtock ta- 
ken by them from different parts of the continent. Er 
That a committee of three be appointed for this purpoſe. 


The members choſen are, Mr. Deane, Mr. J. Adams, Mr. Wythe. I 


The order of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to nine o'clock to-morrow. 


Tu uss DAV, October 19, 1775. 
Tire Committee of claims reported, that in their opinion the 
following accounts ought to be paid. F 
The account of the Committee of Lancaſter for ſundries furniſh- 
ed the rifle companies, amounting to 2213.6 dollars. 
he account of Richard Bache, Stephen Paſchall, and Michael 


Hillegas, for ſup erintending the printing of the Continental bills 4 


of credit, amounting to 272 dollars. 
Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 


The Committee appointed to take into conſideration the method 1 
propoſed by the Commiſſary-general for ſupplying the army with | 


proviſions, es 8 in their report, which was read. 
It being repreſented toCongreſs, that capt. Iſaac Sears of New- 


York, bas at the requeſt of Mr. FTrumbull the Commiſſary-general, I 


forwarded to the camp at Cambridge, ſeven thouſand barrels 4 


flour, 4 
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flour, for which Mr. Trumbull has not been able to pay him, for 


want of money in the military cheſt. 
Reſolved, That 30,000 dollars be paid to capt. Iſaac Sears on ac- 
count of the above flour, he giving bond to the treaſurers to ac- 


count for the ſame with Mr. Trumbull; and that the ſame be charg- 


ed to the account of Mr. Trumbull, Commiſſary- general. 


A petition from Mr. Sears and Mr. Randal was Jaid before the 
Congreſs, and read. 


Reſolved, That the ſame be referred to Thurſday the 2d ofNo. — 


vember next, then to be taken into conſideration. 


Reſolved, That capt. Macpherſon be requeſted immediately to 
repair to the camp at Cambridge, and confer with gen. e 
ton, on the ſubject contained in his letter to Congreſs. 


Reſolved, That the Provincial Convention of New-Vork be re- 


queſted to ſend to this Congreſs, a copy of any order or proceeding 


of theirs, or of the mayor and corporation in conſequence of gov. 
Tryon's letter to the mayor, publiſhed in the New-York papers, 


under the 16th inſtant, alſo an atteſted copy of laid letter. 
The order of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned t to nine o clock to- -morrow. 


"Faivax, Oacter 20, 1775. 


The committee appointed to prepare a letter to the General, re- 
ported a draught, which was read and agreed to. 


Reſolved, That three hundred dollars be paid to capt. "I | 


Macpherſon to defray the expences of his j Journey to the — + he 


to be accountable. 

The remainder of the day aod the day following, were foent þ in 
a committee of the whole, on the trade of the United Colonies. 
On which, not being ready to report, the order of the day was 
renewed, and the Congrels adjourned to ten o clock on Monday. 


Monvpar, Oaclober 23, 1775. 


The Congreſs being informed that yeſterday the hon. „ Peyton 


Randolph, Eſq. ſuddenly departed this life, 
Reſolved, That the Congreſs will attend his 1 as mourners, 
with a crape round their left arm, according to the aſſociation. 


That the Congrels | thus continue 1n mourning for the ſpace of 


one month. 
That a committee of three be appointed to ſuperintend the fu⸗ 
neral. 
The members chain; Mr. Middleton, Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. 
Chaſe. 
That the Committee wait on the revd. Mr. Duché, and requeſt 
him to prepare a proper diſcourſe to be delivered at the funeral. 
The delegates for Delaware government havin g been 8 
ed 
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ed by their aſſembly, on the 2 1ſt inſt. produced the credential of 


their re- appointment, which were read and approved. 


Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow, and from thence by or] 
e to ten 0 'clock on Wedneſday. 


Wies a Ockober 25, 1775. 


Sesdry letters from gen. Waſhington, gov. Trumbull, and the f 
- Comrention of New-York, being received were read. : 


The committee appointed to prepare an anſwer to the letters 


| fro the Convention of New-Jerſey, dated 13th and 14th inſt. 5 
brought in a draught, and the ſame being read and debated, an 
anſwer was agreed to, and ordered to be forwarded. i 


The Committee of claims reported that there is due, 


dollars. 
To James Stewart, for proviſions to riſfle-men, 15. 7 ditto. 


To Jacob Hoyler, for do. to capt. Roſs' s Company, 18. 3 i : | 


Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 

The Committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania informed the Can- 
greſs, that they have taken into cuſtody a capt. Campbell, and a 
lieut. Symes, together with a number of ſoldiers, who came from 


Boſton in the Rebecca and Frances tranſport, which was caſt away 


on Brigantine beach, and that from gen. Gage's inſtructions to 


ſaid Campbell and Symes, (herewith tranſmitted to Congreſs) it 


appeared they were ſent to raiſe recruits for gen. Gage's army, and 


that from ſundry examinations taken and ſubmitted to Congrels, 
it appeared ſaid Campbell has heretofore been employed in the like 
ſervice, and has endeavoured to inveigle recruits by the offer of 


grants of forſeited lands. 
The inſtructions being read; ©. 
Ordered, That they be publiſhed. 
The examinations alſo being read. 
Ordered, That a copy of them be forwarded to the Convention 


Wm” New-York, with a recommendation to them to ſeize a Mr. 
Crant, who it is ſaid is employed in raiſing recruits for genera! 3 


 Gage's army in that colony. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Hewes be added to the Committee of claims. 


The order of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to- ROTO. 


FR ye October 26 1775. 


ris That the reſolution of the 1 5th of July laſt, for encou- — 


raging the importation of arms and ammunition, and the reſoluti- 
on wy, the 18th inſt. for collecting an account of the hoſtilities com- 


mitted by the minikerial troops and navy, be immediately pub- 


I: ted. 
Refatved, That a committee of three be appointed to take into 
conſideration 


To John Biddle, commiſfary of the rifle , 4139 7 , 
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eonſideration the letter from the Convention of New-Vork, dated 
zoth inſtant, and report an anſwer. 


The members — Mr. Deane, Mt. 8. Adams, and Mr. 
Duane. 


Information being given to \ Congreſs, that third has been lately 
diſcovered in the colo 


quire into the truth of the fact, and to bring a ſample of the mi- 


neral, 


Reſolved, That a committee of five members be appointed to * 


into conſideration the inſtructions given to the delegates of New- 


Hampſhire, and report their opinion thereon. 


The members choſen, Mr.]. Rutled, ge, Mr. J.Adams, Mr.Ward, 


| Mr. Lee, and Mr. Sherman. i 
Agreeable to the order of the day the Congreſs reſolved ſelf : 
into Committet of the whole, to take into farther conſideration the 
ſtate of the trade of the United Colonies, and after ſome time ſpent 


thereon, the Preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, 


that the Committee had taken into conſideration the matter refer- 
red to them, and have come to a reſolution, which they deſired 
him to report, and further to move for leave to ſit again. ; 

The report of the Committee being read,was agreed toas follows: 


Reſolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral Provincial Aſ- 
ſemblies, Conventions, or Councils of ſafety, of the United Colo- 


nies, to export to the foreign Weſt- Indies, on account and riſque of 


their reſpective colonies, as much proviſions or other produce, ex- 
cept horned cattle, ſheep, hogs, and poultry, as they may deem 
neceſſary for the ne of arms, ammunition, ſulphur, and 


ſalt-petre. 


Ordered, That a copy of the above be tranſmitted by the dele- 
gates to their reſpective Aﬀemblies, Conventions, or Committees 


of ſafety. 
Neſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morow again reſolve itlelf 


into a Commitee of the whole, to take into their further conſide- 


ration, the ſtate of the trade of the United Colonies. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to morrow. 


. Offober 27, 1775. 


The Committee appointed to prepare an anſwer to the Conven- 
tion of New-Vork, brought in a report which was read. 


The remainder of the day being ſpent in a Committee of the 


whole, and the order of the day renewed. 
Adjourned t to ten o'clock to-morrow, 


SATURDAY, OHober 28, 1775. 


The Committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania having tranſmitted to 


0 EIT, Congreſs 


hy of * a mineral containing a large 
quantity of ſalt-petre. 
Ordered, That the delegates of Virginia ſend an expreſs to en- 
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Connrels ſome further examinations of the ſoldiers who came in the 
Rebecca and Frances tranſport, deſired the direction of Congreſs 
with regard to the officers and ſoldiers. Whereupon, | 
Reſolved, That capt. Campbel] and lieut. Symes,and the men who 
came with them in the Rebecca and Frances tranſport,be confined in 
ſuch goals in this colony, as the Committee of ſafety of ſaid colony 
think proper, and that ſaid capt. Campbell and lieut. Symes be 
allowed for their ſubſiftance 14 dollar each, a- week, and the men 
one dollar a- week each, to be paid out of the Continental treaſury. Þ} 
The Congreſs taking into conſideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the New-Vork letters. LL 
Refolved, That a company of matroſles, to conſiſt K a tels, 4 
a captain- lieutenant, a firſt and ſecond lieutenant, a lieutenant fire- } 
worker, four ſerjeants, four corporals, eight bombardiers, fixty-_ 
eight matroſſes, one drummer, and one fifer, be immediately raif- 
ed in New-York for the defence of Hudſon's river, and to occupy 
the fortifications now erecting in the highlands, and that it be 
recommended to the Convention of ſaid colony immediately, to 
raiſe ſaid company, and to appoint the proper officers. : 
The Committee of claims reported, that there is due on account 
of neceſſaries furniſhed to the Huſſar company. and for ſervices 


therein the following ſums, vz. 
To James and Drinker, per account, 192.8 dollars. 
Thomas Clifford and ſons, 64.4 dollars. 
Uſher and Henry, 29.2 dollars. 
George Fromberger, 127.3 dollars. 
William Ogden, 73.3 dollars. 
William Kerlin, 64 dollars. 
Samuel Garrigues, 11 dollars. 
Andrew Fegener, 266.6 dollars. 
Lewis Kuhn, 425. 3 dollars. 


Lewis Prahl, to be pan by his order to Andrew Bonner, 


226, 6 dollars. 


Sundries for ſmaller ſums to be paid by T: Matlack, 5 50.6 6:dol- 


lars. 
That there is due to Rachd Stille, for expences of a guard at 
Trenton over the powder, 10.5 dollars. 


To William Holmes, for goods furniſhed the rifle company 


raiſed in Cumberland, 8 5.6 dollars. 


To Timothy Matlack; to pay for wood for the uſe of the Con- 
greſs, 22 dollars. 
Ordered, That tlie above aceounts be RY 


Refelved, That five of the Committee of claims, of witch the 


chairman 1 is to be one, be empowered to act. 


Reſolved, That the inſpectors of the preſs deliver the proof ſheets | | 
and checks of the Continental bills, to the Continental treaſurers, 


and that they deliver one of each to the delegates of every colony» + 
to 


ner, 
Jol- 
d at 
any 


Con- 


i the = 


heets 
urers, 


to N 
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to be e depolited with the provincial treaſurer appointed i in ſuch co- 
lony, and retain the reſt in their hands. 

Mr. Randolph, one of the ſalt-petre committee being dead, and 
Mr. Morton another, deſiring to be excuſed on account of his at- 
tendance in the houſe of aſſembly. 

Neſolved, That three new members be choſen for that committee. 

The members choſen, Mr. Paine, Mr. W and Mr. 


Wythe. 


The order of the day being renewed. 
Hijourned to ten o'clock on Monday. 


| Monvar, October 30, 1775. 
The committee appointed to prepare an eſtimate, and to fit out 


| the veſſels, brought 1 in their report, Which being taken into Hon 
deration. | 


Reſolved, That the ſecond veſſel entered to * fitted out on the 
13th inſtant, be of ſuch a ſize as to carry fourteen guns, and a 


pr oportionate number of ſwivels and men. 


Reſolved, That two more veſſels be fitted out with all cath; 
the one to carry not exceeding twenty guns, and the other not ex- 
ceeding thirty-fix guns, with a propoationable number of ſwivels 
and men, to be employed in ſuch manner, for the protection and 


defence of the United Colonies, as the Congreſs ſhall direct. y 


Reſolved, That four members be choſen and added to the former 
Committee of three, and that theſe ſeven be a committee to carry 
into execution with all poſlible expedition, as well the reſolutions of 


Congreſs paſſed the 13th intant, as thoſe paſſed this day, for fit- 


ing out armed veſſels. 


The members choſen, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Hewes, Mr. R. H. 
Lee, and Mr. J. Adams... 

The Convention of New-Jerſey havieg recommended fadry 
gentlemen for field officers to command the two battaliane raiſing 
in that calony. 

Refolved, That the ſame be referred till to-morrow. 

A Letter from W. Livingſton, Eſq. dated the 18th inf. was 
read and referred till to-morrow. 

The order of the day being renewed. 

_ Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. | 


Torn, Onober 31, 1775. 

Sundry letters from gen. Schuyler of the 6th, 13th, 14th, and 
19th inſt. with ſundry papers encloſed were read. 

The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the WIL 
to take into further conſideration the trade oftheſe colonies, and after 
lome time ſpent therein, the Preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Ward reported, that the Committee having taken into conſidera- 
Fion the matter to them referred, have come to certain — 

whic 
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which they defired him to report, but that not having come to a 
; concluſion, they defired him to move for leave to ſit again. 


The report of the Committee being read, 5 
Reſolved, That the lame be taken into conſideration to-morrow 
morning. 


Refolved, That the appointment of field e for the batta · 


lions raiſing in New-Jerſey, be poſtponed to Friday next. 


A member from Pennſylvania laid before the Congreſs a reſolve 


of the hon. OA? of that J in theſe Wray. 


60 Is Aſſembly, October 48. 1775. 
The houſe taking into their further conſideration the reſolve of 


| Congrels, for raiſiug a battalion in this province for general ſerviee, 


find it neceſſary that monies ſhould be advanced by the ſeveral cap- 


5 tains for that purpofe. 


Neſlved, therefore, That the Congreſs be requeſted to order a 
ſufficient ſum of money to be put into the hands of the Committee 


of ſafety of this FP ovince, to be immediately applied 1 in ruin ind Y | 


. 
| Extract Ren the minutes, 


| CHanLEs Moo, Clerk 2 
Refolved, That the conſideration thereof be referred. to Friday 


next. 


The order of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to- morrow. 


WEDNESDA v, Nootinber 1 I. 17775 


A letter from gen. Waſhington by expreſs, with an account of 
the burning of Falmouth, was read. | 


Ordered, That a copy be forwarded by the adegaten to their 


: reſpeQive Aſlemblies, Conventions, and Committees of ſafety. 


A letter from the Committee of conference with the minutes of 
| chets proceedings was read. 
| Ordered, To lie on the table for the peruſal of the 3 


The Congreſs taking into conſideration the report from the 
Committee of the whole. 


| Reſolved, That no produce of the United Colonies be cated 
{except from colony to colony, under the direction of the Com- 
mittees of inſpection and obſervation, and (except from one part 
to another of the ſame colony) before the firſt day of March next, 


without the permiſſion or order of this Congreſs; provided that 
nothing herein contained ſhall be conſtrued to vacate the reſoluti- | 


ons of Congreſs for the importation of arms, ammunition, &c. 
Reſolved, That New-York, the three lower counties on Dela- 


ware, North-Carolina, and Georgia, ought not to avail themſelves 


of the benefit allowed to them by the Tate reſtraining act, and 
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therefore that no perſon ſhould apply at the cuſtom-houſes in thoſe | 


colonies for clearances or other documents, which other colonies 
are deprived of by ſaid reſtraining act, for ſecuring the navigation 


of veſſels with cargoes from their ports; and that the Preſident 


tranſmit to the Aſſemblies or Conventions of thofe colonies, copies 


of this reſolution, with the thanks of this Congreſs to thoſe colo- 
mes reſpectively, for not having hitherto taken any ms, of 


the exemptions in the ſaid act of parliament. 
Refolved, That no rice be exported under the exception contain- 


ed in the 4th article of the Aſſociation, from any of the United 
Colonies to Great- Britain, Ireland, or the iſlands of Jerſey, Guern- 


fey, Sark, Alderney, or Mann, or any other a hos iſland, or 
5 Ledien within the Britiſh dominions. 


Reſolved, That no live ſtock, (neceſſary ſea-ſtores, at the diſcre- 
tion of the Committees, and horſes excepted) be exported from 


_ theſe colonies, or water borne, except in rivers, bays, and ſounds. 
The further conſideration or the report EY poſtponed, and 
the order of the day renewed. 


Adjourned t to ten o clock to-morrow. 


TavzsDar, Mid 2, 1775. 
The Committee of claims reported that there is due, 


To Daniel Smith, for expences of guards attending gov. Skene, 


major French and others, and the expences of Mr. Lundy and 
major French, 133.3 dollars. 


To John Davies, for proviſions and carriage to three riffle com- 


| panies, 1320.9 dollars. 
To Simons and Henry, for ſundvics to rifle companies, 23 13 : 
dollars; of this 26.7 dollars to be charged to the Continent, the re- 


mainder to ſeveral rifle companies, the money to be paid to Hugh 
and George Roberts, per order of ſaid Simons and Henry. 


To John Montgomery, 56 dollars, of which 2.4 to be charged 


to the Continent. 


To John ee a h Dubois, and Jon. Brooks, 61.1 
dollars, to be paid per order to Henry Wiſner, Eſq; 


To William Sickle, according to the prayer of his petition , 49 


dollars. 


To capt. Dowdle, for drums, &c, for his company, 61. dollars | 


Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 
Refolued, That the Committee appointed to carry into execution 


the reſolves of Congreſs, for fitting out four armed veſſells, be au- 


thoriſed to draw on the continental treaſurers from time to time, 
for as much caſh as ſhall be neceſſary for the above purpoſe, not 
exceeding the ſum of one hundred thouſand dollars, and that the 


faid Committee have power to agree with ſuch officers and ſeamen, 


as are proper to man and command faid veſſels, and that the encour- 
agement to ſuch oficers and ſeamen be one halt of all ſhips of war 
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reſpective Committees of A a copy of the reſolution paſſed 185 
| pecting heutenant Symes, Was read. 


25 ſundry muſter rolls being received, were read. 


Sus ler, gen. Montgomery and W. Livingſton, Eſq.-- 


the northward, to confer with gen. Schuyler, and to purſue ſuch 


the foregoing Committee. 
Deane, and Mr. J. Adams. 


buckſkin breeches, 3000 pair of ſhoes 3000 pair of yarn ſtockings, 
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made prize of by them, and one third of all tranſport veſſels erclu⸗ 


ve of wages. 
'The inhabitants of a diftri in Nonflevtia, having choſen a 
Committee of fafety, and | having by their petition applied to the 


Congreſs to be admitted into the Aſſociation of the United Colo- 
nies, for the preſervation of their rights and liberties. 
Reſolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to take this 1 


matter iuto conſideration, and report what ſteps in their opinion it 


may be proper to take in conſequence of this application, for the 
preſervation of the liberties of America. 


The members choſen, Mr. Deane, Mr. Jay, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. 


Langdon, and Mr. J. Adams. 


Reſelved, That the delegates have Liberty, to tranſmit to their 


terday. 
A Memorial from che Committee of fafery, of Pennf ylrania, rel. 


Ordered, To lie on the table. 
A letter from Mr. Bedford, deputy note maſter general, with 


The Committee appointed to take! into cee don the influ; 
on to the delegates of New. Fampſhire, brought i in their report, 
which was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

A Petition from John Raigs of Bermudas, was read. 

Ordered, To lie on the table. | 

The Congreſs taking into conſideration the letters from gen. 


Reſolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to repair to 
inſtructions as may be given them in _— by the Congreſs. 
The members choſen, Mr. Langdon, Paine, and Mr. Dyer. 

That a Committee of five be appointed to prepare inſtructions for 
The members choſen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Jay, Mr. Lee, Mr. 
| Reſelved, That 3000 felt hats, 3009 worked caps, 3000 pair of 
and 3000 vsiſteoats ſuitable for the ſeaſon, be immediately purchaſ- 


ed and ſent to the army, under the eommand of gen. Schuyler, to 
be ſold to the ſoldiers at prime coſt including e of carriage 


and five per cent to the deputy quarter maſter general, by whom 11 


the ſaid goods are to be ſold. 


Neſolved, That theſe goods be ſold to thoſe ſoldiers only, who i 


will re-inliſt in the continental army, and to the new recruits. 


| Reſolved, That as much duffels or kerſey, as will make three hun- 4 
dred watch coats be purchaſed and ſent to gen. Schuyler, ae 9 
nee les 
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aeadles and thread, to be made into NY cants; and that theſe be 
charged to the Contivent, and kept for the uſe of the out ſentries. 

Reſolved, That a Commuttee of three be appointed to purchaſe 
the foregoing articles. 

The members choſen, Mr. Alſop, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Sherman, 

Ordered, That the Committee apply to the Committee of inſpec- 
tion of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, for their aſſiſtance i in 
purchaſing the above articles. 

The Committee appointed to repair to the camp at e 
being returned, made a farther report of their proceedings, where- 
upon. 

Reſolved, That ls next be aſſigned for taking into confi- 
deration the pore. of the Committor, and the ſtate o the army at 
Cambridge. 

Reſolve, That the petition of Mr. Sears, and Mr.. Randall, 
which was referred to this day, be poſtponed to * next. 
The order of the day being renewed. 

_ Adjourned to ten © clock to- morrow. 


| Friar, 8 3. 1775. 


The Congreſs taking into conſideration the report of che Com- 
mittee on the New-Hampſnire inſtructions, 

Refolved, That it be recommended to the provincial Convention 
of New-Hampſhire, to call a full and free repreſentation of the peo- 
ple, and that the repreſentatives, if they think it neceſſary, eſtabliſh 
ſuch a form of government, as in their judgment will beſt produce 
the happineſs of the people, and moſt cifecually ſecure peace and 
good order in the province, duriug the continuance of the preſent 
diſpute between Great-Britain and the colonies. 

The Congreſs then taking into confideration the ſtate of South- 
e and ſundry popere- relative thereto, being read and con- 
idered. 

Reſolved, That a Committee of f live be appointed to take the ſame 


into conſideration, and * what in their opinion is neceſſary to 
be d done. 


The merrbers choſen, Mr. 9 Mr. Bullock, Mr. Hsoper, 
Mr. Chaſe, and Mr. S. Adams. 

The Committee of claims reported, that there is due to William 
Holliday, for goods and proviſions furniſhed by ſeveral perſons to 
the rifle companies of Virginia, the ſum of 246: 12: 3 Virginia 
currency, 122 dollars; of which there ought to be charged to capt. 
Morga an, the ſum of { 169: 1:71, and bo capt. Stevenſon the ſum 
of /” 1 3:16:11, and the Dees to the Continent. 

To Andrew Bonner, for goods furniſhed to capt. Creſſop's com- 
| pny by David Mitchell, the ſum of ( 67: 4:6 and for proviſions 
z o cant. Stevenſon's company, the ſum of { 3:2 .6 the laſt men- 
oncd ſum to be char ged to the Continent, both, amounting to 


| % dollars. | | Ordered, 
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: Ordered, That the above accounts be ould. 
The Con greſs taking into conſideration the recommendation from 
the Convention of New- -Jerfeys _ 

Neſolved, That the ſame be referred to Monday next. 

| Adjourned to ten o clock to-morrow. 


Saru, November 4. 1775. 


| A letter from gen. Schuyler, with ſundry incloſed : papers, con- 
taining an account of the — of fort Chambly, yon received 


and read. 


Reſolved, That the ſame be referred to the Committee appointed 


to prepare inſtructions, 
gen. Itstgemery 8 letter, and the articles of 


Ordered, That 
capitulation be publiſhed by the ſecretary. 


The Committee appointed on the differences betten che 9 
of Pennſylvania and Connecticut, brought 1 in their 8 ed whiclt 


being aead. 


Reſolved, That the tabs be referred to Monday next. 9 — 


On motion made, the Congreſs came to the following reſolution. 


The Congreſs conſidering that the moſt perfect union between 
all the colonies, is eſſentially neceſſary for the preſervation of the 
juſt rights of North-America, and being apprehenſive that there is . 
great danger of hoſtilities being commenced, at or near Wyoming, | 
between the inhabitants of the colony of Pennſylranm, and thoſe 


of Connecticut. 


Reſolved, That the aſſemblies of the 9223 colonies be requeſted to 
take the moſt ſpeedy and effectual ſteps to prevent ſuch hoſtilities. 

Ordered, That Mr. M Kean and Mr. Deane, wait upon the ho- 
e's houſe of Aſſembly, of Pennſylvania, nc now ſitting with a co- 


py of the above reſolution. 


Ordered, That a copy of the ſaid refalytion be tienten by 
expreſs to the magiſtrates, and people of Tennffimnis and Con- 


necticut, on the waters of Suſquehannah. 


The Congreſs taking into conſideration the report of the Com- ; 


mittee of conference. 


Wente That the new army intended to lie before Boſton, « con- ; 


ſiſt of 20372 men, officers included. 


Reſctoed, That the pay of the officers and privates (except that ; 
of the captains, lieutenants, and enſigns in the marching regiments) f 


be the ſame as in the preſent army. 


Reſolved, That the pay of a captain in the marching regiment : 


be, 262 dollars per calendar month. 


ed, that it be divided into eight companies, each company to con- i 


That the pay of a lieutenant in ditto, be 18 dollars per ditto. 
'The pay of an enſign in ditto, be 131 dollars per ditto. 
Reſolved, That each regiment conſiſt of 728 men, officers includ- | 
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{iſt of one captain, two lieutenants, one enſign, four ſcrjeants, four 
corporals, two drums or fifes, and 76 privates. 


Reſolved, That a ration confiſt of the following kind and quan- 
tity of proviſions: 


x Ib. beef, or 3. Ib. pork, or 1 1b. falt fiſh, per day. 
1 1b. bread or flour per day. 


pints of peaſe or beans per week, or vegetables equivalent, at 
one dollar per buſhel for peaſe or beans. 


1 pint milk per man, or at the rate of _: of a dollar. 


half pint of rice, or 1 pint of Indian meal per man per, week. 


I quart of ſpruce beer or cyder per man per day, or nine gallons 


of molaſſes per company of 100 men per week. 


3 lb. candles to 100 men per week for guards. 

24 lb. ſoft or 8 Ib. hard ſoap for 100 men per week. 
| Reſolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral Aſſemblies or 
Conventions of the colonies reſpectively, to ſet and keep their gun- 
{miths at work, to manufacture good firelocks, with bayonets 3 
each firelock to be made with a good bridle lock, three quarters of 


an inch bore, and of good ſubſtance at the breech, the barrel to be 
3 feet 8 inches in length, the bayonet to be 18 inches in the blade, 


with a ſteel ramrod, the upper loop thereof to be trumpet mouthed: 


that the price to he given be fixed by the Aſſembly or Convention, 
or Committee of ſafety of each colony, and that until a ſufficient 


quantity of good arms can be manufactured, they import as many 
as are wanted, by all the means in their power. 
Reſolved, That the good arms of ſuch ſoldiers as leave the ſer- 


vice, be retained for the uſe of the new army, on a Wants made 
of them. 


Reſolved, That cleatang be 1 for the new army by the 


Continent, and paid for, by ſtoppages out of the ſoldiers wages, at 
12 dollars per month, that as much as poſſible of the cloth for this 


purpoſe be dyed brown, and the diſtinctions of the regimonts made 
in the facings. 

That a man who brings E good new blanket into the camp, bs 
allowed two dollars therefore, and take it away at the end of the 
campaign. 

Reſolved, That in arder to ſupply the army with proviſions, the 
Commiſſary-general be directed to cauſe cattle and hogs to be 
driven at proper ſeaſons to the camp, there to be ſlaughtered and 


cured, and as to the articles of bread and flour, that he proves 3 in 


the way that he has done for ſome time paſt. 
Refolved, That ſuch officers as have ſerved i in the preſent army 
to approbation, and are willing to ſtay, be preferred, and if there 


are more of theſe than are neceſſary for the new army, that the 


ben diſtinguiſh ſuch as he deems beſt qualified. 
Reſolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral legillatures of 
G g New-England 
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New-England to impower the General to impreſs carriages, veſſels, 


horſes, and other things neceſſary at a reaſonable rate, for the 
tranſportation or march of the army, or any part of it, or on any 
other emergency, and that this power may be deputed in writing 
under the hand of the General to the Quarter-maſter general], or to 
any inferior officer, who are to be accountable for any abuſe thereof, 


Reſolved, That the General be directed to propole to the officers 


now ſerving in the preſent army, that they ſignify in writing as 
| ſoon as poſſible, which of them will continue to ſerve and defend 
their country, and which of them will retire, and that ſuch officers 
as propoſe to continue in the ſervice, and are approved by the Ge- 


neral, proceed to inliſt their men into the Continental ſervice, upon 
the ſame pay and allowance of proviſious as is now given, their ſer- 


vice to continue to the laſt day of December, 1776, ſubject to be 
diſcharged at any time by the Continental Congreſs. 
Reſolved, That if upon trial the number of men before reſolved 

on cannot be raiſed out of the preſent army, then the officers ap- 
pointed for the new army recruit their ſeveral regiments and com- 


panies to their full complement, and in caſe the neceſſity of the ſer- } 


vice requires it, that the General be empowered to call forth the 


minute-men or militia of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, or the neighbouring | 


colonies, according to the nature and exigence of the ſervice. | 
Reſolved, That it be recommended to the ſeveral Legiſlatures, 


Aſſemblies, or Conventions of the colonies, to enact a law or paſs | 


an ordinance, inflicting the following puniſhments upon ſuch as 
harbour deſerters, knowing them to be ſuch, 278. a fine upon all 
ſuch offenders, not leſs than thirty nor more than fifty dollars, and 
in caſe of inability to pay the fine, to be puniſhed with whipping, 


not excceding thirty-nine laſhes for each offence : alſo that they | 
impower the commander in chief, or the officer commanding a de- 


tachment or any out-poſt, to adminiſter an oath, and ſwear any 


perſon or perſons to the truth of any information or intelligence, 


or any other matter relative to the public ſervice. 


Reſalved, That any perſon who ſhall apprehend a deſerter, and | 


bring him to the regiment to which he belongs, upon certificate 


thereof by the colonel or commanding officer of ſuch regiment, ſhall g 


be entitled to receive five dollars and all reaſonable expences from 
the pay-maſter general or deputy pay-malter, which is to be de- 
ducted from the pay of ſuch ſoidier. i 


Neſolved. That the farther conſideration of the report be refer- k 


red to Monday next. E 


The Committee appointed to take into conſideration the ſtate Þ 


of South-Carolina, brought in their report, which being read, 


Reſolved, That for the defence of South- Carolina there be kept i 
up in that colony, at the Continental expence, three battalions 


of foot, each battalion to confiſt of the ſame number of men and 
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officers, and 1 upon the ſame pay, and . the ſame regula- 
tions as the Continental army. 


Reſolved, That for the defence of the colony of B ther 


be one battalion kept up there, at the Continental Cxpence, to 5 | 


compoſed as the battalions of South-Carolina. 


Reſolved, That the ſaid troops be inlifted to the 31ſt day of 
December, 1776, ſubject however to be diſcharged ſooner if the 
Continental Congreſs ſhall think proper. 


| Refolved, That the Preſident fign blank coinmifficos;. and that 
the Conventions or, in their receſs, the Councils of ſafety for Sorth- 


Carolina and Georgia reſpectively, fill them up with the names of 


ſuch. officers as they may think proper, and return a liſt thereof to 
the Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That i incaſe of n a vacancy occaſioned by the death or Ye- 
mod of. a colonel or inferior officer, the ſaid Conventions or, in 
their receſs, the ſaid Councils of ſafety, appoint another perſon to fill 


up ſuch vacancy, until a commiſſion ſhall iſſue from the Congreſs, 


and that they return to the Congreſs, a liſt of the names of the 
h or perſons ſo appointed. 


Reſolved, That the officers on the Contixental eftabliſhment ſhall, 
when acting in conjunction with officers of equa] rank on the 
provincial eſtabliſiment, take command of the latter, and alfo of 


the militia; and the officers of the troops on the provincial eſta- 
bliſhment ſhall, when acting in conjunction with officers of the 


militia, take command and precedence of the later of equal rank, 


notwithſtanding prior dates of commiſſions. 
Reſolved, That if the Convention or, in their receſs, the Conne 


of Safety of South-Carolina ſhall think it expedient for the ſecurity 
of that colony to ſeize or deſtroy and ſhall ſeize or deftroy any ſhip 


or veſſel or war, this Congreſs will approve of ſuch proceeding. 


Reſolved, That the town of Charleſtown ought to be defended 
againſt any attempts that may be made to take poſſeſſion thereof 


by the enemies of America, and that the Convention or Council 
of Safety of the colony of South-Carolina ought to purſue ſuch 


meafures, as to them ſhail ſeem moſt efficacious for that purpoſe, 
and that they proceed immediately to erect ſuch fortifications and 


batteries in or near Charleſtown, as will beſt conduce to promote its 
ſecurity, the expence to be paid by the ſaid colony. 


Neſolved, That if the Convention of South-Carolina ſhall Ga it 


neceſſary to eſtabliſh a form of government in that colony, it be re- 
commended to that Convention to-call a full and free repreſenta- 
tion of the people, and that the ſaid repreſentatives, if they think 
it neceſſary, ſhall eſtabliſh ſuch a form of government as in their 
judgment will produce the happineſs of the people, and moſt effec- 
tally ſecure peace and good order in the colony, during the con- 
tinuayee of the La aeputo between Great - Brituin and the co- 
znles. 8 | | 


Ad Journed 
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- Adjourncd to ten o'clock on Monday. 


Monnar, November 6, 1775. 
The Aſſembly of Pennſylvania having appointed new 4 
the ſaid delegates produced their credentials, which were re and 
approved, and are as follows: 


* In Aſembl, 3 3. 17756. | 
Reſolved, That the hon. John Morton, ſpeaker, John Dickin- 
fon, Robert Morris, Benjamin Franklin, Charles Humphreys, 
Edward Biddle, Thomas Willing, Andrew Allen, and James 
| Wilſon, be, and they are hereby appointed to ſerve as repreſenta- 
tives of this a province in the Continental Congreſs. _ 
Extract from the Minutes, 
Cnakrzs Moon, Clerk of Aſſembly.” 


Reſolved, That a e of five be appointed to take into con- 7 
| fideration the ſundry letters lately received from the Convention 


of New-York, and the ſtate of that colony, and report has 4 in 
their opinion is neceſſary to be done. 


The members choſen, Mr. R. Livingſton, Mr. Lynch, Mr. ; 


1 Mr. Allen, and Mr. Ward. : 
The Congreſs reſuming the conſideration of the report of the 
Committee returned from the camp, and having agreed to ſundry 
articles therein contained, and come to ſundry reſolutions. 


Ordered, That the ſecretary digeſt in order the reſolutions of ö 


the Congreſs, as far as they have gone in the report, and lay the 
ſame before Congreſs to-morrow. 


Reſolved, That the further conſideration of the report | be refer. | : 


red till to-morrow. 


Reſolued, That a committee be vpocinted to examine what mo- | 
ney remains in the Continental treaſury unapplied, and to form an 
eſtimate of the public debts already incurred, and which will be- ] 


come due on the firſt day of June next. 
That the committee conſiſt of three. 


Ing. | 
The Committee of . pete that there is due, 
To John Forbes for goods and neceſſaries delivered to n 


rifle companies, the ſum of £ 35 : 11: 10. equal to 94.9 dollars, 


of which ſum capt. Cluggage ought to be charged with f 6: 2: 10, 


and capt. Chambers with f 4: 10, the remainder to the Conti- 
nent, that this is to be paid per order to Blair M*Clenaghan. 
To Jane Allen, the ſum of { 47:0: 7, and to Vendal Lands 


the ſum of L£ 2: O0: o, both ſums being 130.7 dollars, and that the q 
fame be paid per order to Henry Wiſner, Eſq. and be charged to 


To I 


The Continent. 


The members choſen, Mr. Nelſon, M.. Deane, and Me. Cuſl- 


To Judah Harbow / 7 : 12: 4, and to capt. Jackſon 1 13 


* neceſſaries furniſhed ſeveral rifle companies, and that both Hd 
paid per order to Henry Wiſner, Eſq. and HA to the 


Continent, being 52.1 dollars. 


To Andrew Graff, for waggonage, the * of £272 2:6; 44 | 


to Chriſtopher Crawford, for blankets, the ſum of C 6 : 15, both 
which ſums to be paid per order to George Graff, and charged to 


the Continent, being 90.3 dollars. 
To Richard Backhouſe, for waggonage, the ſum of 4. 51, be- 


ing 136 dollars. 
To Miles and Wiſter, by ſundry certificaten, £ 26: 6 : 4, equal 


do 70. 1 dollars, of which 13 : 10. be charged to capt. Rice's 
company, and 3s. to capt. Creſſop s company, the W to 


the Continent. 
To Frederic Leinback; by ſundry certificates, 7 58 11: 5. 


equal to 156.2 dollars, of which £ 4 : 13 : 6, to be charged to 
capt. Price, G31 5, to capt. Stevenſon, { 6: 15: 1, to com- 


miffary Biddle, until it appears to be otherwiſe accounted for, and 
the remainder to the Continent, to be paid per Os to George 


Schloſſer. 5 


Yi John Murrow, for 8 enen to captain Stevenſon, . 


18: 10, to be paid, per order, to George Davis, and charg- 
A 1 aid Stevenſon, being 191.8 dollars. 


To Robert Erwin, for waggonage, 4 169: :9: 3, equal to 
451-9 dollars. 


To Timothy Matlack, money by him paid to Joſeph Brown, an 


expreſs to Cambridge, C 17: 4: 1, equal to 45.9 dollars. 
To Jaſper Stimes and Abraham Storm, for proviſions and carri- 


age furmſhed by them to the rifle companies 14: 9 : 2. New- 


Lork currency, 128 x dollars, to be paid, per order, to John Al- 
ſop, Eſq. 


Ordered, That the above ſums be paid. 


Application ng made in behalf of-the colony of North Cure. 
lina, for the ſum o 


for raiſing and equipping a thouſand men for the ſupport of the 


3750 dollars, in part of the expence incurred 


Aſſociation, and the ſafety of that colony, agreeable to the reſolve 
of the Congreſs. 

| Ordered, That the ſame be paid to W Mens Hooper, Joſeph 
Hewes, and John Penn, Eſqrs. and charged to the colony of 
North-Carolina, by which the ſame is to be accounted for. 


The ſeveral matters to this day referred being poſtponed, and 
the order of the day renewed. 


Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


Tuxspar, November 7, 1778. 
A letter from gen. Waſhington, No. 11, was read. 


The ſecretary | aving 3 in order the reſolutions paſſed by 
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Congreſs produced the ſame, which being read, were approved a 


follows: 


Reſolved, That Dr. Church be cloſe confined in ſome ſecure goal 


in the colony of Connecticut, without the uſe of pen, ink, and 
paper, and that no perfon be allowed to converſe with him, except 
in the preſence and hearing of a magiſtrate of the town, or the 


ſheriff of the county where he ſhall be confined, and in the Engliſh 


language, until farther orders from this or a future Congreſs. _ 

Reſolved, That the following additions and alterations or a- 
mendments be made 1 in the rules and Eons of the Continental 
army. | 


For theſe rules and mngalations fee page 1 39, &c. in the Notes. J 


Reſolved, That three new members be added to the Committee 
for importing arms, ammunition, Sc. and that any five of them 
be a quorum. 


lock. 
field officers of the New-Jerſey battalions. 


Reſolved, That the Congreſs will Proceed by ballot to the clefti- 


| on of the faid field officers. ; 
The ballots being taken and 5 


Lord Serin was elected colone] of the firſt 4 the two o batta- 


lions. 
William Wind, Eſq. . of ditto. 
William De Hart, Eſq. major of ditto. 
William Maxwell, Eſq. colonel of the ſecond of ditto. 
| Ifrael Shrieve, Eſq. lieutenant colonel of ditto. 
David Rhea, Eſq. major of ditto. 


Mr. Dickinſon delivered a verbal meſſage from the Afembly of 


Pennſylvania, reſpecting the reſolve ſent to them by Mr. M*Kean, 
and Mr. Deane, deſiring to know on what evidence the Congreſs 
ground the apprehenſion therein expreſſed, of hoſtilities commen- 


cing, at or near Wyoming, between the inhabitants of the colony | 


of Pennſylvania and thoſe of Connecticut. 
Ordered, That the ſame be referred till to-morrow. 
The Committee appointed to take into conſideration the letters 


from the Convention of New-York, and the fate of that Oy: 1 


brought in their report. 
Ordered, 'That the ſame be referred till to-morrgw. 
The order of the day being renewed, 
_ Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow, 


WEDNESDAY, Weender 8, 1 


On Motion Reſolved, That the ſecret Committee * appointed 4 
contra : 1 


In Congreſs, September 18, 1775. 


| Reſolved, That a ſecret Committee be appointed to contract for the imports by 
tion 


Ys 


The members choſen, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Bartlett, and Mr. bal 


The Congreſs taking into inn the recommendation for | 


of 
an, 
eſs 

ens 


ny 


ters 


ony. 


ed to 
tract ” 


orta- 
tion 


rick's company g. 9: 10, and to Reſine Mourer, for ferriage 
the whole to be paid per order to Henry Chriſt, being 26.5 . 

To George Kungle, for proviſions furniſhed to captain Roſs 3 
company, 1. 4: 16: 10, 275 dollars. 5 5 
To Henry Valentine, for tranſcribin 8 writings for the Congreſs, 


pany, L. 2, =5-3 
Mathias Slough per certificates, for proviſions furniſhed nerd 


e for the importation of arms, ammunition &c. be impow- 


ered to export to the foreign Weſt-Indies, on account and riſque 
of the Continent, as much proviſion, or any other produce, (ex- 


cept horned cattle, ſheep, hogs, and poultry) as they may deem ne- 


ceſſary for the importation of arms, ammunition, ys and 
la p e 


 Refolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to confer 


with Mr. Kirkland. 


The members choſen Mr. Cuſhing, Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Ward. 
The Committee of claims reported, that there is due. 
To Alexander Klinger, for proviſions furniſhed to capt. Hend- 


{ 3: 18, =10.4 dollars. 


To Samuel Bear, for proviſions farniſhed to ſeveral companies, 
{ 27: 15: 7,tobe paid per order to Thomas Compton, =74 dollars. 


| To ſundries, per certificates and accounts forwarded by Lewis 


Ogden, for neceflaries furniſhed capt. Roſs's company, and for a 
guard over a powder waggon, { 42 : 0: 2 New-York currency, to 


be paid, per order, to George Kennedy, being 105 dollars. 


To Henry Dearing, for neceſſaries furniſhed to capt. Roſs's com- 
pany, . 6: 17, to be paid per order to John Biddle junior. eng 


18.3 dollars. 


To John Jones, for ferriage and proviſions for capt. Roſs s com- 
dollars. 


rifle companies, C. 22: 3: 2, 259.1 dollars. 
To ſundries per certificates, for proviſions furniſhed capt. Roſs's 
company, { 257 15 5, New-York currency, to be paid per or- 


er being 59. + dollars. 
Ordered, That the above be paid. 


tion and delivery of any quantity of gunpowder, 1 not exceeding five hundred 
tons. | 


That in caſe ſuch a quantity of gunpowder cannot be procured, to contract 
for the importation of ſo much ſaltpetre with a proportionable quantity of jul- 


phur, as with the powder procured will make five hundred tons. | 
That the ſaid Committee be impowered to contract for the importation of 
forty braſs field pieces, ſix pounders, for 10.000 ſand of arms, and 20.000 good 
plain double bridle muſket locks. 
That the ſaid Committee be impowered to draw on the vey mg to anſwer 
the ſaid contracts. 


That the ſaid Committee conſiſt of nine members, any five of whom to bea 


quorum. 


The members choſen, Mr. Willing, Mr. Franklin, Mr. Livingſton, Mr. Al- 
bf, Mr. Deane, Mr. D ckinſn, Mr. Langdon, Mr. M' Kean and Mr. Ward. 
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The been taking i into conſideration the report of the Com. 
mittee on the New-York letter, &c. 


Reſolved, That a commander with the rank of a le be ap⸗ 


pointed to take the command of the fortifications or fortreſſes on 
Hudfon's river in the highlands. | 


Reſolved, That it be recommended to the 8 of New. 


Vork, to impower the ſaid commander to call together and com- 


mand two hundred men of the militia of Ducheſs, Orange, and 


Ulſter counties, and one company of artillery from the city of 
New-York, who ſhall be ſtationed in the highlands until relieved 
dy the company of artillery, directed by this Congreſs to be raiſ 
ed in the city of New-York, and ſuch other continental troops as 
may hereafter be directed to take poſſeſſion of the ſame. 


| Refolved, That the minute men or militia, while on ſervice, be | 


maintained and gs at the ſame b as the reſt of the continental 
forces. 
_ Reſolved, That a number of the militia of the counties of Duch- 


eſs, Orange, and Ulſter, be formed into independant companies, | 


under the direction of the commander of the ſaid fortreſfes, and in 


caſe of alarm, be directed to repair to the ſeveral ſtations in the | 
| highlands, which, in order to prevent confuſion, Would be im- 


mediately aſſigned them. 


Neſlved, That the troops, Which ſhall at any time W be ; 
directed to garriſon the fortreſſes in the highlands, be put under 


the direction of the commander of the fortreſſes, except. when 
headed by a general officer. 


Reſolved, That the deputy- e general be directed to , 


provide ſufficient proviſion for one thouſand men for one month, 
and keep that quantity in ſtock. | 
Reſolved, That the powder ſent from this place to 8 


1 Schuyler be remanded, if it can be any way ſpared, and left at the : 


fortreſſes in the highlands. 
Reſolved, That the Committee of Safety of Pena yen 5 re- 
queſted to furniſh the colony of New-York with 500 lb. of pow- 
der, and forward the ſame immediately to Dobb's ferry ; that the 
Convention of New-York give order to receive it there, and ſend 
it as ſoon as poſſible to the fortreſſes in the highlands. 
Reſelved, That it be recommended to the eee of New- 
York, if they have not already ſent forward a ſufficient number of 
cannon for the defence of the fortreſſes erecting in the highlands, 
that they immediately ſend forward to thoſe fortreſſes ſo many of 
the cannon at King's bridge of the beſt quality and largeſt bore, 
as they may think neceſſary for that purpoſe. 
Reſolved, That the bills of ſale, for the vellela mites to be 
urchaſed, be made to the continental treaſurers, or thoſe who 
ſhall ſuccced them in that office, in truſt nevertheleſs for the uſe of 
| the continent, or their repreſentatives, in Congreſs met. 
| | 5 Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That the appointment of a commander of the fortreſ- 
ſes on Hudſon's river be deferred till to-morrow. 

Mr. Dyer having on account of indiſpoſition, deſired to be ex⸗ 
cuſed from going to the northward, the Congreſs proceeded to 
the election of another i in his ſtead, and Mr. K. Liringſton was 
choſen. EY 

The Committee 1 to prepare a draught of inſtructions, 
reported the ſame, which being read, and debated by : 
were agreed to as follows : : 


Inzraverions FE 4 i R. Tren Mares Txzar 
| Pains, and J. Laxcpon, Efyuirer. | 


0. G entlemen, 


« The Congreſs expect that you repair c with as WRT Ae 
as the neceſſary preparations for your journey will admit, to Ti- 
conderoga, in order to conſult with general Schuyler what num 
ber of forces will be neceſſary in Canada, and of the beſt and 
moſt efficacious method for procuring or continuing ſuch forces in 
the northern department during the enſuing winter, of engaging 
the inhabitants of the colony of Canada to accede to the aſſocia- 
tion of the united colonies, and of protecting them for the future 
againſt their and our enemies. 

If, upon ſuch a conference, it ſhall be judged neceſſary, 
you are authorized to direct Mr. Livingſton, the deputy commiſ- 
ſary general, to furniſh the neceſſary. proviſions for an army of 
three thouſand men for fix months. 

« You are alſo authoriſed to offer two months pay as a bounty 
to ſuch officers and ſoldiers as ſhall re- inliſt to be paid upon their 
taking the fortreſs at St. Johns and Montreal, and you are to 
make uſe of every argument, to induce them to re-inliſt, or at 
leaſt to ſtay until they can be relieved, and to aſſure them, that 
the Congreſs have taken care to ſupply them with proper 
cloathing. 

« You are to direct the fortreſſes at Ticonderoga and Foe 
Point to be put into ſuch a e of defence, as the ſtate of our 
affairs may require. 

Vou are to adviſe the General to purchaſe of fach officers and 
ſoldiers, who have arms and are fick, their arms for the uſe of 
thoſe, who have none, or bad ones and are well. 

« Ammunition it is hoped fince the late capture will not be 
wanting, if it ſhould, Congreſs will ſend the firſt that ſhall arrive. 

« If there ſhould be occaſion of reinforcements, you are em- 
powered, in concert with General Schuyler, to raiſe any number 
that can be procured in Canada, New-York, or any of the New- 
England governments, in order to poſſeſs themſelves of Montreal 
and 9 
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JouRNALS of CONGRESS. 

The Congreſs deſire you, to exert your utmoſt endeavours 
to induce the Canadians to accede to a union with theſe colonies, 
and that they form from their ſeveral pariſhes a provincial Con- 


'vention, and ſend delegates to this Congreſs. And as in the pre- 
ſent unſettled ſtate of that country a regular election can hardly 


1 


be expected, the Congreſs will acquieſce in the choice of ſuch 


pariſhes and diſtricts, as are willing to join us. 


« You may, and are hereby empowered to aſſure them, that 
we ſhall hold their rights as dear as our own, and on their union 


with us, exert our utmolt endeavours to obtain for them and their 


poſterity the bleſſings of a free government and that ſecurity to 
their perſons and property, which is derived from the Britiſh 


_ conſtitution. 85 J 
And you may, and are hereby empowered further to declare, 
that we hold ſacred the rights of conſcience, and ſhall never mo- 
leſt them in the free enjoyment of their religion. f 


* 


In caſe General Schuyler has not yet raiſed the regiment re- | 
commended to him to be raiſed in Canada, or in caſe he cannot 
proceed to Canada, you are to uſe all the means in your power to 
perfect the raiſing of a regiment of Canadians, to join the conti- } 
nental forces, and you are, for that purpoſe, to take with you 
blank commiſſions, which, taking the advice of the general offi- 
cers in that department, you are to fill up with the names of ſuch 
perſons, as have the moſt merit and beſt qualifications for the ſer- 


vice. . 


« Congreſs direct you to acquaint General Schuyler, that they ö 
approve of his appointment of captain Dimon, to be a Brigade 


Major, and have ordered him a commiſſion accordingly. 


The Congreſs moreover are deſirous that you ſhould take an 
accurate view of the ſtate of our fortifications upon Hudſon's river, 
and make a report of it as ſoon as it can conveniently be done. 

«. Tf the circumſtances of the army ſhonld be ſuch, that a ton 
of powder may be ſpared, you are to direct that quantity to be 
ſent to New-York, and all ſuch cannon and military ftores as (hall : 
not be wanted in Canada, or in the fortifications on the lakes to 

be ſent to Albany, there to remain until the Congreſs give farther 
directions concerning them, and for this purpoſe you are herewith 
furniſhed with a liſt of the ordnance and military Rores, which 
were at thoſe places when taken. VVV 
ou are to inform the general that the pay of ſome of the of- [ 
ficers is raiſed, and to take with you from the minutes, the addi- 
tional eſtabliſhment. _ 


ing how long the men have been in ſervice. 


EI 
. 


« You are to direct all ſuch officers and ſoldiers as ſhall re- inliſt 
to be paid all arrears that may be due to them according to the 
rolls to be ſent by governor Trumbull, who in the mean time will 3 
be requeſted by Congreſs to ſend the rolls to the general aſeertain- 
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Ls The diſpoſition of the priſoners i is approved of by the Con- 
| greſs, but the officers are not to be permitted to reſide in or 


near any ſea- port. 
4 You are authoriſed to aſſure major Brown and major Living- 


ſton, that Congreſs have a juſt ſenſe of their important ſervices, 


and will take the firſt proper opportunity to reward them. 
« You are alſo to acquaint the general, that general Montgo- 


mery's requeſt as to the pay of the — of artillery by him 


appointed is complied with. 


A committee will be wopainted to procure as much hard mo- 
ney as will be neceſſary to be tranſmitted to the deputy pay maſ- 8 


ter general i in the northern army, to be uſed in Canada. 


Neſolved, That the committee appointed to wake an elite 


&c. be authoriſed to contract for the making proper paper for a 


future emiſſion of paper bills of credit. 
Reſolved, That the prefident draw an order on the Wend for Y 
the ſum of 3000 dollars, in favour of the committee of ſafety of 


Pennſylvania, agreeable to the requeſt of the honourable the aſ- 


ſembly, towards the expence of the battalion ordered to be raiſed | 
in ſaid colony. 


Neſolved, That all letters to and "ROY the delegates of hs Unt — 


ed Colonies, during the ſeſſions of Congreſs, paſs and be carried 


free of poſtage, the members having engaged upon honour not to 


frank or encloſe any letters but their own. 

Ordered, That this be publiſhed. 

Reſolved, That an order be drawn on the treaſurers for the ſum 
of 20,000 dollars in favour of Francis Lewis and Roger Sherman, 
Eſqrs. to enable them to mY for the cloathing they were ordered. 
to purchaſe. 

The matters to this day referred bulng poſt-poned, and the or- 
der of the day renewed. 

Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


Tavnspav, Nevember Jy 1779» 


A letter from the agents reſpecting the delivery of the petition 
and the reception it met with, was read. 

Ordered, That the ſecretary publiſh the 8 of faid letter. 

Reſolved, That the appointment of a commander of the fortreſ- 
ſes on Hudſon's river be poſtponed to Wedneſday next, and that 
captain John Hanſon take and keep the command of the ſaid for- 
treſſes and the troops there, until the Congreſs ſhall appount a 
commander. | 

On application made by the delegates - Georgia, 

Reſolved, That the preſident draw an order on the treaſurers in 
our of the delegates of that colony. for the lum of 5c00 . 

towards 
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towards the expence of the battalion ordered to be raiſed there, the 

ſaid colony to account for the ſame. 

The committee to whom was referred the petition from ſome in- 

habitants of Nova-Scotia, brought in their report, and the ſame 

being taken into conſideration and debated, was ws poſtponed till to- 
morrow. 

| The order of the day renewed, 

| Adjourned to ten v clock to- morrow. 


Fgipa v, November 10, 1775. 


Neſolocd, That an order be drawn on the treaſurers for 1000 
dollars in favour of Mr. R. Livingſton, Mr. Paine, and Mr. Lang- 
don, the committee appointed to repair to the northward. 
Keſoſved, That the goods bought for the northern army be ſent 


by land to Dobb's ferry, and that the Preſident write to the Con- 1 


vention of New-York, and defire them to have a veſſel ready to 
take in the laid goods, and tranſport them immediately to Albany, 
Reſolved, That the medicines purchaſed 1 in this city for the army 
at Cambridge, be ſent thither by land. 
Neſolved, That the Preſident give written orders to Dr. Morgan 
to call upon Mr. Sears, and deſire him to deliver what medicines 


he has under his care, or can procure, that they may be forward - 


ed to the camp at Cambridge, for the uſe of the army. 
Neſolved, That a committee be appointed to enquire into the 


ſtate of the colony of Virginia, to conſider whether any, and what 4 


proviſions may be neceſſary for 1 its defence, and to report the ſame 


to Congreſs.. 
That the committee conſiſt of five. 


The members choſen, Mr. 8. Adams, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Wilfon | 


Mr. Ward, and Mr. Johnſon. 


-- Reſolved, That all letters to and 1 the commander in 2 chief L 


of the Continental army, or the chief commander in the army in 
the northern department, paſs and be carried free of poſtage. 
Neſelved, That the commander of the New-Jerſey battalions be 


directed to march ſix companies of ſaid battalions, as ſoon as they 4 
are compleated, to garriſon the fort on Hudſon's river in the high- 


lands, in the colony of New-York. 
Refalved, That the Preſident write to governor Cooke, 103 re- 


queſt him to ſend to the Committee of ſafety of New-York, one q 


ton of powder for the defence of that city and colony. 


Re/elved, That there be paid to John Wendall, the expreſs FER 
Albany, who has been detained twelve days by order of Congrels, I 


dhe ſum of 16 dollars for the time he has been detained. 


Reſolved, That an order be drawn on the treaſurers 1 in favour s I 
j . 
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che delegates of New - Jerſey, for 5000 dollars towards the expence 
of the battalions ordered to be raiſed in that colony. 
© Ordered, That the delegates of Pennſylvania call on the gentle- 


men appointed to ſign the Continental bills, and requeſt them with 
all poſſible expedition to compleat that buſineſs. 


The committee appointed to conſider farther ways and means 


of promoting the manufacture of ſalt-petre, brought in their report, 


which was read in theſe words: Ines gs 
It appears to your committee, that ſkilful perſons ſent to Vir- 


ginia, and employed there in a public ſalt-petre work, under the 
inſpection of gentlemen who will ſuperintend it, may with ſuffici- 


ent aſſiſtance produce a conſiderable quantity of that article; and 


that a further ſupply of it may be procured from the other colo- 
nies, if the Aſſemblies, Conventions, and Councils of ſafety will 


appoint proper perſons in their reſpective colonies, whoſe buſineſs 
it ſhall be to employ and ſet to work ſuch and ſo many of their 
countrymen as they ſhall judge fit, to collect earth from which ni- 


trons ſalt may be extracted, and to manufacture it into falt-petre. 


The Congreſs taking into conſideration the ſaid report, 
_ Reſolved, That Richard Bland, Peter Poythreſs, John Banniſter, 


John Buffin, Archibald Cary, Benjamin Watkins, John Tabb, 


Richard Adams, Richard Randolph, and Theodorick Bland, the 


younger, Efqrs. or any five or more of them, be deſired and em- 


powered to agree with the proprietors of the public ware-houſes, 
and of other places impregnated with nitre, in the counties of 
Prince-George, Dinwiddie, Cheſterfield, and Henrico; Carter 
Braxton, John Syme, Burwell Baſſet, Bartholomew Dandridge, 


William Aylett, George Brook, George Lyne, and George Webb, 
Eſqrs. or any five or more of them, with ſuch proprietors in the 
counties of Hanover, New-Kent, King William, and King and 


Queen; Edmund Pendleton, James Taylor, George Stubblefield, 
Mann Page, the younger, Joſeph Jones, William Fitzhugh, of 
Sommerſet, and Fielding Lewis, Eſqrs. or any four or more of 
them, with ſuch proprietors in the counties of Caroline, Spotſyl- 
vania, and King George ; and Charles Carter of Stafford, Thomas 
Ludwell Lee, Henry Lee, Thomas Blackburn, Charles Broad- 
water, and George Maſon, Eſqrs. or any three or more of them, 
with ſuch proprietors in the county of Stafford, Prince William, 
and Fairfax, in the colony of Virginia, to purchaſe for the uſe of 
the United Colonies all the ſalt-petre which may within twelve ca- 
lendar months be produced from the floors and yards of the ware- 
houſes and other places, under the management of ſuch perſons as 
the Congreſs ſhall appoint for that purpoſe, and to pay to the 
owners of the ſoil, if they will manufacture it at their own expence, 
after the rate of fwo fiſths of a dollar for every pound weight, aver- 
dupois, of clean, pure, and neat falt-petre, delivered to the gen- 
tlemen above named, for the uſe of the United Colonies, and to 
hire 


e tions, 
to appoint certain of t f 
puſineſs it ſhall be to employ and ſet to work ſo many perſons as [ 

0 they may think proper, both to work up ſuch earth as is now fit 1 
for making ſalt-petre, and to colle& together and place in beds or = 
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hire labourers, and provide the neceſſary apparatus, to be employ. 


ed under the direction ofthe ſaid managers, in the ſoil of ſuch per- 
ſons as ſhall not chuſe to adventure in the buſineſs themſelves, pay- 


ing to the owners, if they require ſatisfaction, what they ſhall be 


willing to take, ſo that it do not exceed one forty- fifth part of a 
dollar for every pound weight, averdupois, of ſalt- petre of the like 


quality, in both which caſes the Congreſs will make good the con- 


tracts, and will pay all ſuch expences as ſhall be incurred by the 
8 
country. and thereby render it a very important ſervice, and by 


their example and activity to forward and encourage this uſeful 
work, the Congreſs rely with confidence. e | 


Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Aſſemblies, Chas: 


and Committees of ſafety, of the thirteen United Colonies, 
perſons within each of the ſaid colonies, whoſe 


| walls under ſheds, all ſuch earth and compoſition of materials as 


are ſuitable to produce ſalt-petre, after being duly expoſed to the 1 


air, in order to enereaſe the produce of it, and that the delegates 


of the reſpective eolonies be directed to ſend this reſolution, toge- 


ther with the reſolution of laſt ſeſſions reſpecting ſalt-petre, to their 
reſpective colonies, and cauſe them to be printed and made public 
there. . og rr ng 8 


"Reſolved, That two battalions of marines be raiſed, conſiſting of 


one colonel, two lieutenant-colonels, two majors, and other officers 
as uſual in other regiments ; that they conſiſt of an equal number 
of privates with other battalions ; that particular care be taken, 
that no perſons be appointed to offices, or inliſted into ſaid batta- 
lions, but ſuch as are good ſeamen, or ſo acquainted with maritime 
affairs as to be able to ſerve to advantage by ſea when required: 


that they be inliſted and commiſſioned to ſerve for and during the : 


reſent war between Great-Britain and the colonies, unleſs diſmiſ- 


ed by order of Congreſs; that they be diſtinguiſhed by the names 
of the firſt and ſecond battalions of American marines, and that 
they be conſidered as part of the number which the Continental 


army before Boſton 1s ordered to conſiſt of. 
Ordered, That a copy of the above be tranſmitted to the general. 
The order of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow, 


SATURDAY, November 11, 1775, 
Neſalved, That it be recommended to ſuch proprietors o 
co ware-houſcs, and tobacco houſes in Virginia and Maryl 


f tobac- 
and, as 
cannot 


entlemen defired to ſuperintend the operation; on whoſe zeal, in- 
| fvence, and abilities, to procure, with all convenient expedition, 6 
a large quantity of this article ſo neceſſary for the defence of their 
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cannot ſpeedily kave the earth of the floors of their houſes worked 
for ſalt-petre, that they cauſe thoſe floors to be ſoon dug up and 
left fine, looſe, and light, at leaſt fix inches deep, ſuffering the to- 
bacco ſtalks and traſhy leaves to be ſpread thereon, and leaving the 
doors open, eſpecially in dry weather, as often as convenience will 
permit, whereby the ſoil will be much the more impregnated with 


nitrous particles, the manufacture of {alt-petre facilitated, and the 


quantity thereof greatly increaſed. 


Two petitions, one from Charles Wharton, the other from James 


| Loughead, each praying to be Wee Toy to the batta- 
lions raiſing in this colony, were read. 


Ordered to lie on the table. 
Reſolved, That a committee of three be appointed to contract 
with ſuch perſon or perſons as will undertake at the cheapeſt rate, 


to ſupply ſuch Continental troops as are or may be in the barracks 
at Philadelphia, during their Ray horns with the rations allowed 
"OF this Congreſs. 


The members choſen , Mr. Lyneb; Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Allen. 


Reſolved, That the recruiting officers in Pennſylvania ſend the 


recruits they may inliſt as ſoon as raiſed, to the barracks i in Phila- 
delphia. 


A letter from Volkerck P. teins; Eſq. Jated 6th TY was TY 


Reforved, That a committee be appointed to take into conſidera- 


tion the foregoing letter, and the minutes of the treaty held with 
the Indians at Albany, by the Indian ee of the north- 


ern department, and report thereon. 


That the committee conſiſt of five. 


The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Franklin, Mr Sherman, 


Mr. Duane, and Mr. Cuſhing. 


Reſolved, That the committee peel to proceed to Ticonde. 


roga and Canada, be directed to confer with the generals command- 
ing in that department, on the propriety of ſending the whole or 


any part of the army under their command, with proper artillery 
and ammunition, to Quebec, in order to ſecond colonel Arnold's 


expedition, or to renew the attempt, ſhould his have failed, and 
to give directions accordingly. 


| Reſolved, That the fortifications of Quebec, in caſe it comes into 


our hands, be repaired, and furniſhed with ſuch proviſions, arms, 

_ ammunition, and artillery, as may be neceſſary for its ſecurity. _ 
Reſolved, That in cafe any one of the foregoing committee be diſ- 

abled or prevented from proceeding, the other two have full power. 


to proceed and tranſact the buſineſs intruſted to them. 
The committee appointed to confer with Mr, Kirkland, br ought 
in their report, whereupon, 


Neſolved, That 113 dollars be paid to the rev. Src Kirkland, 


for his paſt ſervices, out of the Continental treaſury, 


Reſolbed, That for the propagation of the goſpel amongſt the 


Indians, 
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Indians, and corciliating their affoRtions to the United Colonies, 


and thereby preſerving their friendſhip and neutrality, Mr. Kirk- 
land be continued in his miſſion amongſt them, and that for thoſe 
important purpoſes he be allowed and paid out of the Continental 
' treaſury, for the ſupport of himſelf and family the enſuing year, 


 Gxty-five pounds ſterling, or 288.5. dollars, and that ſixty pounds 


ſterling, or 2663 dollars be ed to him, to be by him dif- 
poſed of in ſuch manner as may beſt promote the happineſs of the 
Indians, and attach them to thefe colonies. 


_ Reſolved, That the farther conſideration of the report be MY 


poned until the committee to whom Mr. Douw's letter, and the 
minutes of the late treaty are referred, ſhall have made their report. 
Reſolved, That 3ooo tin cartouch boxes be made and ſent to 
the camp, or if tin ſufficient to make them can be procured, that 
it be ſent. | 
Ordered, That the delegates of dene execute this. 
Reſelved, That the ſalt- petre committee be empowered to enter 
into a contract with the e who offer to 80 to Virginia on rhis 


buſineſs. 


| Reſolved, That 500,000 dollars be ſent to the pay maſter general, 


for the uſe of the army in Maſſachuſets-Bay. 

That 50,000 dollars be fent to the Convention of New-York. to 
be accounted for by ſaid Convention. 

Ordered, That Ns delegates of Pennſylvania be a Committee, to 
count and forward the#Haid ſums under a guard. _ 

Reſolved, That the guard do not exceed three or two of the light 


Horſe, and a ſervant. 
Two petitions, one from 8 3 and others, and the 0- 


ther from Jaſper Griffing, were read. 
Reſolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to take into 
conſideration the foregoing e and repart thereon to Con- 


reſs. 


The members choſen, Mr. Ly nch, Mr. Lee, and Mr. Johnſon: 
The order of the day being renewed. | 
A to ten o'clock on Monday. 


| Monvar. November 13, 1775. 


A letter 8 gen. Waſhington, with ſundry papers encloſed, 


was read, 
Ordered, That the rules 5 regulations of the army be repub- | 


liſhed, with the additions and alterations lately made. 


ET. E 


2 


3's 


' Refolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare a 1 
declaration in anſwer to ſundry illegal miniſterial proclamations that 4 


have lately appeared in America, 


The members choſen, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Wilſon, 


W. Livin giton. 
Reſoord, 5 
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Reſolved, That Thurſday the 23d inſt. be aſſigned for dlefing 
a brigadier general. 


The ſeveral matters to this day referred being poliponed; and 
the order of the day renewed, adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow, 
and from thence to ten o clock on Wedneſday. 


Wind, Nivemled 15, 1775. 


An expreſs having arrived with an account of the ſurrender of fork 
St John's, the letters from gen. Schuyler and gen. Montgomery, 


were read. 


Reſolved, That an order for 542 dollars be drawn on the treaſur- 


ers, in favour of capt. Thomas Price, on account of his rifle com- 
pany, he to be accountable for the ſame. 


The Committee to whom the petitions from Jaſper Grifing 45 


Murray, Sanſom and company and others, were referred, Draught 


in their report, which was read and agreed to as follows: 


Your Committee on the memorial of Jaſper Griffing are of opi- 
nion, that the examination of the facts, ſet forth in that memorial, 


ought to be referred to the committee of obſervation for Guilford, 


and that the ſame being ſufficiently proved, the ſchooner Betſey 


mentioned in {aid memorial ought tobe permitted to proceed on her 
voyage with the cargo purchaſed and provided for her before the 
roth day of September laſt, the maſter and owner of the veſſel pre- 
viouſly making oath, that they will uſe their beſt and utmoſt en- 
deavours, that the ſaid cargo ſhall be landed in ſome foreign port. 

On the memorial of Murray, Sanſom and company, Jacob Wat- 


ſon, and Frederick Rhinelander, of the city of New-York, your 


Committee having examined as far as they could into the conduct 
of the parties concerned, find no ground to ſuſpect that the owners 
of the cargo intended it ſhould be landed or diſpoſed of in any o- 
ther manner than ſet forth in the ſaid memorial, but your Commit- 
tee think there is juſt ground to ſuſpect, that William Barron, the 
maſter of the ſhip Peggy would not be very ſolicitous to prevent the 
cargo, which might be uſeful to the miniſterial army, from falling 
into the poſſeſſion of the men of war, he having been before taken 
in the ſame ſhip, in Rhode Iſland, with a cargo from Cheſeapeak- 
Bay, for Europe, nor can your Committee approve the conduct of 
the owner of the ſhip who continued the captain afterwards. _ 
Your Committee are therefore of opinion that another maſter 
ought to be appointed to the ſaid ſhip,who ſhall be approved by the 
Committee of Norwich, and that the time of her failing, as well as 


3 ber tract be appointed by that Committee and the maſter ſworn to 


uſe his beſt endeavour: to prevent the ſaid ſhip falling into the poſ- 


I lion of any man of war or cutter, and to purſue as far as he can 
A the orders of the ſaid Committee in navigating the ſaid ſhip, on 
A which terms your Committee are of opinion the ſaid ſhip ought to 
Abe permitted to proceed with her cargo. 
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A propa from Nathaniel Sackett, for making a quantity of 
ſalt · petre being received and read, 
Ordered, That the ſame be referred to the ſalt-petre Committee, 
The order of the day being renewed. 
Ad journed t to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


Pts November 16. 1775. 


Reſolved, That two ſmall ſwift ſailing veſſels be provided for Ner- 
ets, to be under the direction of Congrefs. 
Ordered, That Mr. Morris be appointed to provide ſaid veſſels, 


and that he be directed to get one ready to ſail as ſoon as nn, 
and the other in a month hence. 


Reſolved, That a Committee of thres be appointed to deviſe 


ways and means of employing theſe veſſels to the beſt advantage. 
The members choſen, Mr. Lark, Mr. K. Morris, and Dr. 
Franklin. 


The Aſſembly of Pennſylmnia 3 by a reſolution of their 


| houſe recommended three gentlemen for field officers to the batta- 


lion raiſing in ſaid colony, the ſame together with applications from 


ſundries, to be appointed: My and quarter maſter to ſaid bata- 


lion, were read. 


Sundry papers from the General Aſſembly of the 3 of Maſe | 


ſachuſſett's-Bay, being laid before Congreſs and read. 
Reſolved, That theſe be referred to a Committee of ſeven. 


The members choſen, Mr. Johnſon, Mr. Sherman, Mr. W. Li- 


vingſton, Mr. Ward, Mr. Jefferſon, Mr. Hooper, and Mr. Harriſon, 


Refolved, That the Committee appointed on the 11th inſt. to con- 
tract for ſupplying the troops in the barracks in Philadelphia, be 
empowered to contract for ſupplying the ſame wherever ſent, for 
twelve calendar months, provided they are ſo long continued in the 


continental ſervice, to commence next Monday. 


The Committee of claims reported that there is due to Henry | 
Rankin, for provifions to capt. Roſs's company, 161.9 dollars. a 


To John Hider, for carrying powder to Trenton, 10.6 dollars. 
This to be paid per order to Joſeph Jewell. 

To Francis Lee, for horſe-hire for expreſſes, 20 dollars. 

ToJohn Little,for entertainment of ſundry apfel 8 dollars. 
Ordered, That the fame be- paid. 


The ſaid Committee alſo reported an account of major Coates ö 
and capt. Copperthwaite, which being read. f 
Ordered, That the ſame lie on the table for the peruſal of the 


members. 


Reſolved, That the delegates. write to their colleagues, who are | 
abſent, and inform them that the Congrels expect their immediate 


attendance. 


Refolved, That for the future do member abſent himſelf from N 


Congreſs without leave of Congreſs. 
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Reſolved, That it be a rule of this Congreſs, that every member 


remain in his feat whilit any paper is reading or queſtion putting. 
The order of the day being renewed. n 
Adjourned to ten 0 clock | to-morrow. 


i November 17, 17998. 
A letter from: gen. Waſhington, encloſing a letter and journal 


of colonel Arnold, and ſundry * bewg received, the fame were 


read, whereupon, 

Reſolved, That a Committee of ſeven be appointed, to „ take into 
conſideration ſo much of the general's letter as relates to the diſpoſal 
of ſuch veſſels and cargoes belonging to the enemy, as ſhall fall into 


the hands of, orbe taken by the inhabitants of the United Colonies. 
The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. . 


Adams, Mr. W. Livingſton, Dr. Franklin, Mr. Wilſon, and Mr. 
Johnſon. 


Reſolved, That the priſoners taken at Chambly and St. John's be 


ſent to, and kept in the towns of Reading, e and Vork, 
in the colony of Pennſylvania. 
That the Committee appointed the 1 ith aſt, to contr act for ſup- 


plying the battalion raiſed in Pennſylvania, be empowered to diſtri- 
bute the ſaid priſoners in the towns aforeſaid, and contract for their 


ſupport or ſubſiſtance. 

That the rations of the privates be the ſame as are allowed the 
privates in the continental army. 

That orders iſſue to the officer who has the charge of conducting 


the priſoners to march them by the neareſt road to Reading, in the 


colony of Pennſylvania, and that the deputy commiſſary- general be 
directed to ſupply them with proviſions for their march, agreeable 
to the rations ſupplied the continental army. 

That the ſaid commiſſary be directed, if the 5 agree to 
it, to ſend the women, children and baggage by water to Amboy, 
from thence to be ſent acroſs to Bordentown, and from thence by 


water to Philadelphia, from which laſt place they will be ſent to 
join the garriſon in the towns allotted to them, this being judged 
the ſafeſt cheapeſt, and molt commodious way of conveying them. 


Whereas it is become neceſſary to appoint a colonel of the regi- 
ment of artillery, in the room of colonel Gridley , on account of his 
advanced age. | 

Neſolved, That this ds will indemnify colonel Gridley for 
any loſs of half pay, which he may ſuſtain in conſequence of his ha- 


ving been in the ſervice of the United Colonies. 


The Congreſs then proceeded to the choice. of a colonel of the 


regiment of artillery, and 


Henry Knox. 8 was unanimouſly elected. 
Neſolved, That the commiſſioned officers taken in the farts of 


Chambly and St John's be put upon their FRrene of honour, that they 
will 
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will not g0 into or near any ſeaport town, nor farther than ſix miles A 
diſtant from the reſpective places of their reſidence without leave of for 1 
the Continental Congreſs, and that they will carry on no political | EY 
correſpondence whatever, on the ſubject of the diſpute between WM mitt 
Great-Britain and the colonies, ſo long as they remain priſoners. | part: 

Whereas the officers taken at fort Chambly have been permitted WF cxtr: 
by gen. Schuyler, to make choice of. and to refide in Trenton, in | bs > 


New-Jerſey, and the diſpoſition of the priſoners by him made, has ll A 
been approved by Congreſs. 6 
Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing reſolution be ſent to the 


Committee of Trenton, and that the ſaid Committee be detired to | M 
get the ſame ſigned by the officers there. | JF havi 
Reſolved, That the officers taken at St. John's be ſent to > Wind- X. 
ham and Lebanon, in the colony of Connecticut, provided gen. cent. 
Schuyler has not given his word for another diſpoſition of them. 2 oy. 
The ſeveral matters to this day referred - being pollponet, and F to ta 
the order of the day renewed. _ JI ferre 
Adjourned to ten o clock on Monday. | BW thee 
Monvar, Nevembe er 20, 1775. 5 certa 
Sundry letters from gen. Waihington and governor Trumbull deli. 
with papers encloſed, among which were intercepted letters from ; Tt 
Cork, were read. i Or 
Two petitions one from Galbed: Felie, the N from Melchior 5 — 
Neff. were preſented to Congreſs and read. Ac 
Capt. John Hullbert, who was ſent by gen. Schuyler to condudt 3 

the officers, who were taken priſoners at Fort Chambly, to Tren- 
ton, attended and made report of his proceedings. 4 'Th 
Reſolved, That the ſum of 16669. dollars, be put into the hands "I comn 
of Mr. Thomas Lowry, of New- Jerſey, for the purpoſe of furniſgl- Th 
ing the two battalions, raiſed in ſaid colony, with the articles allow- i veral 
ed them, in lieu of bounty, and for one month's pay of ſaid battalions, J treſs t 


he to give ſecurity for the diſpoſal of ſaid movey and to render ac- and p 
count to Congreſs, _ deem 
Ordered, That Mr. R. Morris confer with Mr. Lowry, and receive conſid 

_ propolalswith regard to the recompence he will expect for this ſervice. ons: 
Reſolved, That the Committee appointed to contract for ſupply- = Th 
ing the battalions raiſed in Pennſylvania, be empowered to advertiſe 2Y to the 
<p receive propotals and contract for ſupplyin g the above two bat- fo gre 
talions with the rations allowed them. | vg ceſſary 
The Congreſs then proceeded to the choice of an adjutant for nion 0 
the battalion, under the command of colonel] lord Sterling, raiſed in a tcoreſ. 


the eaſtern diviſion of New-Jerlcy, and Alexander Clough, was 2 
elected. 2 
Reſolved, That 3 Schuyler be directed to make farther 3 
ſearch in the places where the lead was found at Crown-point and 73 
Ticonderoga, and that he ſend as much lead as can be ſpared to 
the camp at Cambridge. 2 
Refolued, 
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Reſolved, That the ſecret Committee be impowered to contra 
for the importation of an hundred tons of lead. 
| Reſolved, That the intercepted letters be referred to the com- 
mittee of ſeven, appointed the 17th inſt. in order to ſelect ſuch 


parts of them as it may be proper to 2 85 and chat OY. lay the 
| extracts before Congreſs. 


The orders of the day being renewed. 


Adjournedito ten 0 clock to-morrow. : 


; Tovevar.. November 21, 1775. 
= Mr. Moria: who was appointed to confer with Mr. Lowry, 


= = having made his report, and the ſame being conſidered. 5 
Keſolved, That Mr. Lowry be allowed one and a quarter per 
8 cent. in full of all charges, for the money paſſing through his hands. 


43 The Congrels then reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole, 
1 8 to take into conſideration the petitions from Bermuda to them re- 
Hy} ferred, and after ſome time ſpent therein, the Preſident reſumed 
the chair, and Mr. Ward reported, that the committee had taken 
into conſideration the petitions to them referred, and had come to 
certain refolutions OG which he read in his Place, and then 
delivered in. | 
The report of the committee being again WY 
_ Ordered, That the ſame be conſidered. to-morrow. 
The orders of the day being renewed. 


ene to ten o clock to-morrow. 
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The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report from the 
committee of the whole, which was agreed to as follows : 4 
The committee of the whole, to whom were referred the ſe- 
veral petitions from the iſland of Bermuda, repreſenting the diſ- 
treſs to which they are expoſed by the non- exportation agreement, 
and praying to be relieved in ſuch manner as the Congreſs may 
deem conſiſtent with the ſafety of America, report that they have 
conſidered the kame, and mervupos came to the following reſoluti- 
2 
That the inhabitants of the iſland of 1 appear Fe 
to the cauſe of America, and ought to be ſupplied with ſuch, and 
ſo great a quantity of the produce of theſe colonies, as may be ne- 
ceſſary for their ſubſiſtance and home conſumption; that in the opi- 
nion of this committee they will annually require for the purpoſes 
aforeſaid 72000 buſhels of Indian corn, 2000 barrels of bread or 
flour, 1000 barrels of beef or pork, 2100 buſhels of peas or beans, 
and zoo tierces of rice, and that they be W to export the 
lame yearly, 
That the ſaid inhabitants ought to pay for the above aninua] al- 
lowance in ſalt, but it is not the deſign of this reſolution to exclude 
them from the Privilege of receiving American produce to any 


amount 
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amount in exchange for arms, ammunition, ſalt-petre, ſulphur, ang 
field-pieces, agrecable t to a reſolution of — paſſed the 15th 
of July laſt. 

2 That to enable ſuch 1 theſe colonies as can conveniently furniſh 
the iſland of Bermuda with the above mentioned allowance, to di- 
vide whatever advantages foo reſult therefrom, in proportion to 
their reſpective ſhares of the general expence; it is further the opi- 
nion of this Committee, C 

That the colony of Sou Carolina ſupply them with 300 tierces 
of 20 NED 

That the colony of North- Carolina fapply them with 36000 
buſhels of Indian corn, and 468 buſhels of peas or beans. 


That the colony of Virginia ſupply them with 36000 buſhels of : . 
Indian corn, and 1050 buſhels of peas or beans. a 
That the colony of Maryland ſupply them with 20,000 buſhels f 


of Indian corn, and 582 baſhels of peas or beans. 


That the colony of Pennſylvania ſupply them with 1200 barrels | 


of flour or bread, and 600 barrels of beef or pork. 
That the colony of New-York ſupply them with 800 barrels 
of flour or bread, and 400 Barrels of beef or pork. 


That the Conventions og Committees of 1 of EW above men- | 


tioned colonies ought to ſuperintend the ſaid exportation, provide 
againit frauds, and take care, that in exchanging the ſaid commo- 
dities of ſalt and proviſions, no undue advantage be taken by either 


party of their mutual wants, and further, that no veſſel employed 
in this buſineſs ; ought to load without their permiſſion, and that 


when they ſhall, in purſuance of theſe reſolutions, permit any of 

the faid veſſels to load, they do give notice thereof to the Commit- 

tee of inſpection of the county, city, or town where ſuch weſſel ſhall 

load, and inform them that the ſame is done under the authority, 
and by order of this Congreſs. | 

Ordered, That a copy of the foregoing reſolutions be ck 


ted to the ſeveral Conventions, Aﬀemblies, or Committees of : 


ſafety of the United Colonies, and to the iſſand of Bermuda; and 


that the inhabitants of the latter be informed, that the Congreſs 
will afford them other neceſſaries (fuch as lumber, ſoap, and can- 
dles, ) whenever the quality and quantity of each of thoſe articles . 


uſed in the iſland ſhall be aſcertained. 


That Edward Stiles be permitted under the direction of the | 
Committee of ſafety of the colony of Pennſylvania, to ſend the 
brig Seanymph, Samuel Stobel, maſter, with 4000 buſhels of In- } 
dian en 300 barrels of flour, 100 barrels of bread, 20 barrels. | 
of pork, 8 barrels of beef, zo boxes of ſoap, and 15 barrels of ap- 
ples to Bermuda, for the immediate ſupply of the inhabitants, and | 
that the ſaid cargo be conſidered as part of the annual allowance | 


aforeſaid, for the year enſuing. _. 


The committee on Volckert P. Douw's letter, and the minutes | 


0 
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of the wants at Albany, den. ws in their report ; which bein g read 
and debated. 


Reſolved, That the further conſideration thereof be deferred till 


to-morrow. 
The orders of the 4 being renewed. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


2 
l November 23, 1775. 


Refoloed, That 120 dollars be paid to captain 1 Hulbert, 
and charged to general Schuyler, and that ſaid J. Hulbert, after 


ſtationing his men at the fortreſſes on Hudſon' 8 river, have leave to 
be abſent ten days. | 
The committee for fitting out 4 veſſels ld before Congr eſs 
a draught of rules for the government of the American navy, and 
articles to be ſigned by the officers and men employed in that ſer- 
vice, which were read, and ordered to lie on n the table for the pe- 


ruſal of the members. 


The committee on general Waſhington 8 letter brought in their 


report, which being read. 


Ordered, That the ſame lie on the table for the peruſal. of the 

| members. ; 
«>; BE Congreſs then 8 the confiderativn of the report of the 
committee on Mr. Douw's letter, and the Albany treaty, and at- 


ter debate the firſt paragraph was poltponed, and the remainder 
agreed to as follows : 
Ohe committee to whom it was referred to take into 3 


tion the letter from Volckert P. Douw, Eſq. and the minutes f 


the treaty held with the Indians at Albany, by the commiſſioners 
for Indian affairs in the northern department, have examined the 
ſame and come to the follo wing reſolutions thereupon. 


That it is the opinion of this committee, that the Indians be 


aſſured that this Congreſs are pleaſed with their defire, that the 


trade ſhould be opened as formerly at Albany and Schenectady, 


that the Congreſs will exert their ſtrenuous endeavours to procure 


the goods the Indians may want, and put the trade under ſuch wiſe 


regulations, as that mutual juſtice may be effected, and that they 
hope thoſe endeavours will be ſucceſsful. DOES 


That general Schuyler be defired to furniſh the 3 at 


Albany with ſome powder, if he can ſpare it, to be diſtributed a- 
mong the Indians, who in the preſent circumfiances, are much 
diſtreſſed by the want of that article. 

That the commiſſioners for tranſacting Indian ies f in the 
northern department be deſired to obtain from the Mohawk Indi- 
ans, and the corporation of Albany, a ſtate of the controverſy be- 
tween them, concerning the land deſired by the former in the late 
treaty at Albany to be reſtored to them, aud report the matter as 
it ſhall appear to them to the Congreſs. 
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That the ſaid commiſſioners be defired, at the expence of the 
United Colonies, to provide for and entertain the ſachems and war- 
riors of the ſix nations, and other Indians friendly to theſe colonies, 


their attendants and meſſengers, with the accuſtomed hoſpitality 
when they come to Albany or Schenectady, to treat, or give intel. 
ligence of public affairs, or upon a viſit, and for this purpoſe that 


750 dollars be lodged in the hands of the ſaid commiſſioners ſubje& 
to account. JFC nn e 8 l 
That the ſaid commiſſioners be directed to employ two black- 
ſmiths for reaſonable ſalaries, to reſide among and work for the In- 
„„ ß Rs Ro on 
That the {aid commiſſioners be empowered to employ an inter- 
preter, with a ſalary 222 - dollars by the year, commencing the 
12th day of this month, who ſhall alſo be allowed his travelling 
expences, to be ſettled by the commiſſioners, and James Deane, 
if they judge him well qualified, is recommended to execute this 
_ FO N 


That 23 dollars be paid to James Deane over and above the 75 


dollars advanced him by the commiſſioners for his paſt ſervices. 
Neſolved, That three members be added to the Committee on the 
Albany treaty, and that they be directed to conſider of a plan for 
carrying on a trade with the Indians, and to deviſe ways and 
eans for procuring goods proper for that trade. 


The members choſen, Mr. Wilſon, Mr. Deane, and Mr. Lewis. 


Whereas major Hawley, who was elected one of the commiſſi- 


doOners of Indian affairs in the northern department, cannot, on ac- 
count of the ſituation of his private affairs, attend that buſineſs, 
and he having by his letter deſired to be excuſed from that ſervice. 
Reſolved, That to-morrow be aſſigned for electing a commiſſi- 
oner of Indian affairs in the northern department, in the room of 
the ſaid major Hawley. = % or 
Information being given to Congrel, that certain frauds have 
been attempted in executing contracts for the Continent. 


Refolved, That a committee of five be appointed to enquire into 


that matter. | F h 
The members choſen, Mr. Sherman, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Johnſon, 
colonel Lee, and Mr. S. Adam. 5 „ 
Application being made by Mr. Jay in behalf of lieutenant Ha- 
mar, one of the priſoners at Trenton, for leave to reſide with Mr. 
| Puer, near Saratoga, the ſame was granted, he to be on the ſame 
parole as other officers, with this variation, not to go farther than 
twelve miles from the place now aſſigned him. 
Application being alſo made in behalf of lieutenant Symes, a 
priſoner now in the goal of Philadelphia, for leave to reſide at 
Trenton, on the ſame parole as the other officers there, the ſame 
was granted. e 


Information being given to Congreſs by the Committee of in- J 
ſpection 
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ſpection for the city and liberties of Philadelphia, that ſundry per- 


ſons in this city have refuſed to receive in payment or give currency 


to the bills iſſued by order of this Congreſs, and alſo to thoſe e- 
mitted by the Aſſembly of this province. 


Reſolved, That a committee of ſeven be appointed to take this 


matter into conſideration, and report thereon to Congreſs. 


The members choſen, Mr. Jay, Dr. Franklin, Mr. S. Adams, 
Mr. Johnſon, Mr. Wythe, Mr. E. Rutledge, and Mr. Jcfferſon. 
The ſeveral matters to this day referred being poſtponed, and 


the orders of the day renewed. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


Farvar, November 24, 1775. 


Reſolved, That diſpatches be ſent to the colony agents in Eng 


land. by Mr. Morris“ veſſel, which will be ready to lail on Monday | 


next. 


Ordered, That the ſaid committee publiſh the extracts now laid 
before Congreſs, and that they get a thouſand copies of the ſame, 


together with an authentic account of the capture of Chambl y and 


St. John's, ſtruck off. 


Ordered, That the committee prepare a letter to che colony 
agents. 


Agreeable to the order of the day the Congreſs proceeded to 


the choice of a commiſſioner for Indian affairs in the northern de- 


partment, in the room of major Hawley „and the ballots being ta- 


ken and examined, 

Timothy Edwards, Eſq; was unanimouſly elected. 

Reſolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take into 
conſideration the ſtate of North-Carolina, and report to Congreſs 
what in their opinion is * to be done for its ſafety and ſe- 

curity 

The birt choſen, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. Jeſferfon and 
Mr. Paca. 

The Congreſs reſumed che conſideration of the report on gene- 
ral Waſhington's letter, and the ſame, after debate, was referred 
for farther conſideration till to- morrow. 

A Petition from Downham Newton, was preſented and ad; 

Neſalved, That the ſame be referred to a committee of three. 

The members choſen, Mr. Jeſferſon, Mr. Allen, and Mr. 
Jay. 

Reſolved, That the treaſurers pay ſuch ſums of money as the 
committee for promoting the manufacture of ſalt-petre ſhall draw 
orders upon or apply to them for, not erceeding 1000 dollars, to 
be accounted for by ſeid committee. 


E.ĩłĩ;³³— In 


The committee to whom the intercepted letters were referred; 
brought i in their report, which being read and agreed to, 
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That in caſe the committee for promoting the manufacture of 
fa]t-petre cannot procure perſons to go to Virginia for that pur- 
| Poſe, it be recommended to the gentlemen, who are deſired and 
empowered to ſuperintend and forward the work in that colony, 
to employ any ſkilfu] managers they can meet with to undertake it. 

A petition from 9 Dugal Mc. Og was prevemett 
and reads 


Reſorved, That it be referred to the committee to whom Down- 
kam Neuton's petition is referred. 7 5 

The committee on the ſtate of the treaſury, brought! in their re- 
port, which was read and referred till to-morrow. 

The ſeveral matters to this day referred being poltponed. 
Adjourned to ten 0 clock to- morrow. 


Saruxpav, November 25. 1775. 


55 Congreſs proceeded to the election of ſield os for the 
| battalion raiſed in an nga when the ballots being Stellen and 

examined. 

John Bull, Eſq; was elected l 

James Irvine, Eſq; lieutenant colonel. 

Anthony James Morris, Eſq; major. 

Refeloed, That Monday next be aſſigned 35 the appointment 
of an adjutant and a quarter - maſter for the ſecond battalion, raiſed 
in New-Jerſey, and of an adjutant and quarter- maſter for the bat- 
talion raiſed in Pennſylvania. 5 
Neſolved, That Tueſday next be aſſigned for the ee 
of the memorials of the teaholders in New-York and Philadelphia. 


The committee of claims reported, that there is due to John 


Hinchman for proviſions furniſhed to ſeveral riffle nnen the 

ſum of 65.2 dollars. 

Cbrittopher Haine, for kettles and canteens furnithed to cap- 

tain Stevenſon and captain Roſs's companies, the ſum of 35.9 

dollars, which ought to be paid to Gibſon and Aſton. 
Richard Bache, deputy poſt-maſter for ſundry poſtages from 

the 14th of October to Sth November, 177 55 incluſive 31.1 dol- 


lars: 
Thomas Dewees, for dieting the crew of the ſhip Rebecca 3 


Frances, 44.4 dollars. 
Levi Hollin gſworth, for expences of himſelf and Ps others to 


Ticonderoga and back again, who took with them a quantity of 


Money for general Schuyler, the ſum of 128 dollars, 

Andrew Bunker, for blankets and kettles furniſhed captain Ste- 
phenſon's company, by Anthony Noble 41.4 dollars. 

Doctor Franklin, for the expences of Mr. Harriſon, Mr. 


Lynch, and himſelf, on their journey to the camp at Cambridge, 5 N 
including carriage hire &c. 581.9 dollars, and for other monies 4 


| paid 
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paid by him for the continental ſervice, including 20 dollars ad- 
vanced to Chriſtopher Madeira, and to be charged to him the ſum 


of 72.7 dollars. 
John Sterret, for goods furniſhed by Joſeph Holmes to cap- 


tain Morgan's company, to be charged to ſaid company, the ſum 
of 55.9 dollars. 


William Weſt, for goods furniſhed by John Holmes to captain 
Cluggage s company, the ſum - of 28 1.3 dollars, of which ſum, 
355+ dollars being for blankets charged to the continent, and 


the remainder to captain Cluggage's company. 
Ordered, That the above accounts be paid. 


The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report of the 


committeee on general Waſhington's letter, and the ſame being 
lebated by paragraphs, was agreed to as follows: : 
Whereas it appears from undoubted information, that many = 
veſſels which had cleared at the reſpective cuſtom-houſes in theſe 

bolonies, agreeable to the regulations eſtabliſhed by acts of the 


Britiſh, parliament, have in a lawlefs manner, without even the 


Let FRO ance of juſt authority been ſeized by his Majeſty's ſhips of 
war, and carried into the harbour of Boſton and other ports, where 

e), have been riffled of their cargoes, by orders of his Majeſty's 
val and military officers, there commanding, without the laid 
lels having been proceeded againſt by any form of tryal, and | 


--:thout the charge of having offended againſt any law. 


And whereas orders have been iſſued in his Majefty's name, to 
e commanders of his ſhips of war, * to proceed as in the cafe of 


actual rebellion againſt ſuch of the ſea port-towns and places bein 
acceſſible to the King's ſhips, in which any troops ſhall be raiſed 


or military works erected” under colour of which ſaid orders, the 


commanders of his Majeſty's ſaid ſhips of war have already burned 


and deſtroyed the flouriſhing and populous town of Falmouth, ana 


have fired upon and much injured ſeveral other towns within the 
united colonies, and diſperſed at a late ſcaſon of the year, hun- 
dreds of helpleſs women and children, with a ſavage hope that . 
thoſe may periſh under the approaching rigours of the ſeaſon, 
who may chance to eſcape deſtruction from fire and ſword, a mode 


of warfare long exploded amongſt eivilized nations. 


And whereas the good people of theſe colonies, ſenſibly affect - 


ed by the deſtruction of their property, and other unprovoked in- 
juries have at laſt determined to prevent as much as poſſible a repe- 
tition thereof, and to procure ſome reparation for the ſame, by 
fitting out armed veſſels and ſhips of force. In the execution of 
which commendable deſigns it is poſſible that thoſe who have not 
been inſtrumental in the unwarrantable violences above-mentioned 
may ſuffer, unleſs ſome laws be made to regulate, and tribunals e- 


rected competent to determine the propriety of captures, — There- 
fore Keſolved, 
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1ſt. That all ſuch ſhips of war, frigates, ſloops, cutters, aud 
armed veſlels as are or ſhall be employed in the preſent cruel and 
unjuft war againſt the united colonies, and ſhall fall into the hands 
of, or be taken by the inhabitants thereof, be ſeized and forfeited 
to and for the purpoſes herein after mentioned. | * 


2d. Neſelved, That all tranſport veſſels in the ſame ſervice, hav. 


ing on board any troops, arms, ammunition, cloathing, provi- 
fione, or military, or naval ftores of what kind ſoever, and all veſ- 
ſels to whomſoeyer belonging, that ſhall be employed in carrying 
_ proviſions or other neceſſaries to the Britiſh army or armies, or 
navy, that now are or ſhall hereafter be within any of the united 
colonies, or any goods, wares, or merchandize for the uſe of ſuch 
fleet or army, ſhall be liable to ſeizure, and with their cargoes 
"all be ORE EE 
zd. That no maſter or commander of any veſſel ſhall be intitled 
to cruize for, or make prize of any veſſel or cargo before he ſhall 
have obtained a commiſſion from the Congreſs, or from ſuch per- 
ſon or perſons as ſhall be for that purpoſe appointed in fome one 
of the United Colonies. 8 )) 
4th. That it be and is hereby recommended to the ſeveral legiſ- 
latures in the United Colonies as ſoon as poſſible to erect courts 


of juſtice, or give juriſdiction to the courts now in being for the 


purpoſe of determining concerning the captures to be made as 
aforeſaid, and to provide that all trials in ſuch caſe be had by a 
jury under ſuch qualifications, as to the reſpective legiſlatures 
ſhall ſeem expedient. VVV 
5th. That all proſecutions ſhall be commenced in the court of 
that colony in which the capturcs ſhall be made, but if no ſuch 
court be at that time erected in the ſaid colony, or if the capture 


be made on open ſea, then the proſecution ſhall be in the court of 


ſuch colony as the captor may find molt convenient, provided 
that nothing contained in this reſolution ſhall be conſtrued ſo as 
to enable the captor to remove his prize from any colony compe- 
tent to determine concerning the ſeizure, after he ſhal] have car- 
ried the veſſel ſo ſeized within any harbour of the ſame. _ 
6th. That in all caſes an appeal ſhall be allowed to the Con- 
greſs, or ſuch perſon or perſons as they ſhall appoint for the tryal 
of appeals, provided the appeal be demanded within five days at- 
ter definitive ſentence, and ſuch appeal be lodged with the ſecre- 
tary of Congreſs within forty days afterwards, and provided the 
party appealing ſhall give ſecurity to proſecute the ſaid appeal to 
effect, and in caſe of the death of the ſecretary during the recels 
of Congreſs, then the ſaid appeal to be lodged in Congreſs within 
twenty days after the meeting thereof. | 


3th. That when any veſſel or vellels ſhall be fitted out at the 
expence of any private perſon or perſons then the captures made, 
ſhall be to the uſe of the owner or owners of the ſaid veſſel or veſ⸗ 
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ſels; that where the veſſels employed in the capture ſhall be fitted 

out at the expence of any of the United Colonies, then one third 
of the prize taken ſhall be to the uſe of the captors, and the re- 
maining two thirds to the uſe of the ſaid colony, and where the 
veſſels ſo employed ſhall be fitted out at the continental charge, 
then one third ſhall go to the captors, and the remaining two 
thirds to the uſe of the United Colonies, provided nevertheleſs, 
that if the capture be a veſlel of war, then the captors ſhall be en- 


* e Ne W I We DINE VP n n e 8 N 2 2 | 
SET 2 fe Cc 3 5 el 


_ titled to one half of the value, and the remainder ſhall go to the 
q colony or continent as the caſe may be, the neceſſary charges of 
1 condemuation of all Prizes, being deducted ba nne 
u made. 5 
8 0 Sth. That the captures Parete or as by veſſels fitted out at 


the continental charge were juſtifiable, and that the diſtribution of 


the captor's ſhare of the prizes by general a rs be confir» 
eu 1 is as . - 


; A captain or commander 5  ſharese 
Firſt lieutenant d. 

Second lieutenant . 
Sorgen 4 do. 

Maſter 1 , 
Steward | 2 do. | 
Mate 1 and a half ſhare, 
Gunner I and a half do. 
Boatſwain 1 and a half do. 

Gunner's mate 1 and a half do. 
Serjeant | 1 and a half do. 
Privates | 1 ſhare, 


Reſolved, That that part of . Waſhington” s letter of the 
11th inſt, reſpecting the capture of a veſſel by the inhabitants of 
New-Hampſhire be referred to the committee, who brought in 
the foregoing report. 

'The Con greſs next took into 3 the ESE and HDR : 
for the fleet of the United Colonies, but not having time to finiſh 


FR L . That the fuothes conſideration of. than be FRE till | 
a 2 3 i 


Monday next. 
The orders of the day being renewed. 
Adjourned to ten o clock on Monday. 


Monnax, November 27, 1775. 


A report prevailing: that young Mr. Skene, who was a priſoner 
in Connecticut has made his eſcape. 

Reſolved, That the delegates of ConneRicut be a committee to 
— into the truth of that report. 


Neſolved, * 
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| Reſolved, That orders iſſue to Lord Sterling to collect the 
troops which were raiſed in New-Jerſey, (except the ſix compa- 
nies which have been ordered to the fortreſſes on Hudſon's river) 
and to place them in barracks in the eaſtern diviſion of New- 


| Jerſey as contiguous to New-York as can ways there to remain til 


further orders from Congreſs. 

Reſolved, That a letter be written to the convention of New- 
Vork, requeſting them to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to fnrniſh 
the troops raiſed in New-Jerſey for the defence of New-York, 


with as many arms as they can ſpare. 


The Congreſs then proceeded to the 3 os an adjutant 454 
quarter-maſter for the battalion raiſed 1 in the weſtern diviſion of 


New-Jerley, when 
Mr. Ephraim Anderſon was elected adjutant, und Mr. 
del Shinn, quarter-maſter. 
Reſolved, That the troops in the forvice of the contineut be Cup- 
lied with fuel and bedding at the expence of the continent. 
| Reſolved, That an order for 3000 dollars be drawn on the trea- 
Vene in favor of the committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania, to be 


applied towards the pay of the battalion raiſed in ſaid colony, the 


committee to account for the expenditure of the ſame. 
A letter from general Waſhington of the 19th inſt. encloſing a a 


copy of a letter from col. Arnold of the 27th Oetober Veung re- 


| ceived, was read. 


The Congreſs then 1 the Saal berate of the report of 


the committee on the diſputes between the people of Connecticut 
and Pennſylvania, and after debate, 


Refolved, That the ſame be recommitted, and that it be an in- 


ſtruction to the committee to hear evidence on the poſſeſſion and 
juriſdiction of the lands in diſpute, and reduce to writing fuch 
parts of the evidence as they ſhall think proper. 
As three of the committee are abſent, viz. Mr. 1; Rutledge, 
Mr. Chaſe, and Mr. Kinſey. 
Reſolved, That three members be elected in their lead. 


The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Jay, and Mr. Hooper. 


The ſeveral matters to this day referred being pollpancd. . 
| Adjourned to ten o clock to-morrow. 


TukspAv, Nov. 28, 1775 


The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the rules and orders 
for the navy of the united colonies, and the ſame being debated 
by paragraphs were agreed to as follows: : 


Rurxs for the Regulation of the Navy of the United Colonies” 


The commanders of all ſhips and veſſels belonging to the thir- 


teen united colontes, are ſtrictly. required to ſhew in themſelves 4 
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be very vigilant in inſpecting the behaviour of all ſuch as are under 
them, and to diſcountenance and ſuppreſs all diſſolute, immoral, 


and diſorderly practices, and alſo ſuch as are contrary to the rules 
of diſcipline and obedience, and to correct thoſe who are guilty of 


the ſame, according to the uſage of the ſea. 


The commanders of the ſhips of the thirteen united colonies, 


are to take care that divine ſervice be performed twice a day on 


board, aud a ſermon preached on Sundays, unleſs bad weather or 


other extraordinary accidents prevent. 


If any ſhall be heard to ſwear, curſe or blaſpheme the name of 

_ God, the commander is ſtrictly enjoined to puniſh them for ever 

' offence, by cauſing them to wear a wooden collar, or ſome other 

| ſhameful badge of diſtinction for ſo long time as he ſhall judge 
proper. If he be a commiſſioned officer, he ſhall forfeit one ſhil- 

ling for each offence, and a warrant or inferior officer ſix pence. 
He who is guilty of drunkenneſs, if a ſeaman, ſhall be put in irons 


until he 1s ſober, but if an officer, he ſhall forfeit two days pay. 


No commander ſhall inflict any puniſhment upon a ſeaman be- 
yond twelve laſhes upon his bare back with a cat of nine tails; if 
the fault ſhall deſerve a greater puniſhment, he is to apply to the 
commander in chief of the navy, in order to the trying of him by 


a court-martial, and in the mean time he may put him under con- 


tinement. . 3 os» 8 
The commander 1s never by his own authority to diſcharge a 
commiſſion or warrant officer, nor to puniſh or ſtrike him, but he 


may ſuſpend or confine them, and when he comes in the way of a 


commander in chief apply to him for holding a court- martial. 
The officer who commands by accident of the captain or com- 


manders abſence (unleſs he be abſent for a time by leave) ſhall not 


order any correction, but confinement, and upon the captains re- 


turn on board, he ſhall then give an account of his reaſons for ſa 
doing. F e 


The captain is to cauſe the articles of war to be hung up in 


a month. 


ſome public place of the ſhip, and read to the ſhip's company once 


Whenever u captain ſhall inlift a ſeaman; he ſhall take care to 


enter on his books the time and terms of his entering, in order to 
his being juſtly paid. „ | 5 SEE 
The captain ſhall, before he fails, make return to, and leave 


with the Congreſs or ſuch perſon or perſons as the Congreſs ſhall 
appoint for that purpoſe, a compleat liſt of all his officers and 
men, with the time and terms of their entering, and during his 


cruize, ſhall keep a true account of the deſertion or death of any 
of them, and of the entering of others, and after his cruize, and 
before any of them are paid off, he ſhall make return of a com- 


pleat lift of the ſarze, including thoſe who ſtall remain on board 


his ſhip. The 


good example of honor and virtue to their officers and men, and to 
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| The men ſhall, at their requeſt, be furniſhed with flops, that 
are neceſſary, by the captain or purſer, who ſhall keep an account 

of the ſame, and the captain in his return in the laſt mentioned ar- 


ticle directed to be made, ſhall mention the amount delivered to 


each man, in order to it's being ſtopped out of his pay. 
As to the term © inferior officer” the captain is to take notice 
that the ſame does not include any commiſſion nor any warrant 
officer, except the ſecond maſter, ſurgeon's mate, cook, armour- 
er, gunſmith, maſter at arms, and ſallmaker. | 
The captain is to take care when any inferior officers or Ms 
tier ſeamen are turned over into the ſhip under his command from 
any other ſhip, not to rate them on the ſhip's books in a worſe 
quality or lower degree, or ſtation, than they ſerved in the ſhip 
they were removed from ; and for his guidance he is to demand 
from the commander of the ſhip from which they are turned overs 
a liſt under his hand of their names and qualities. Roe 
Any officer, ſeaman, or others, intitled to wages or prize mo- 


ney, may have the ſame paid to his aſſignee, provided the aſſign - 
ment be atteſted by the captain or commander, the maſter or pur- 


ſer of the ſhip, ora chief magiſtrate of ſome county or or: op 
tion. 
be captain is to ee the ſeamen of his ſhip from ſellin 
any part of their wages or ſhares, and never to atteſt the letter of 
attorney of any ſeaman, until he is fully ſatisfied that the ſame is 
not granted in conſideration of me giren for the . of 
his wages or ares. 

When any inferior officer or ſeaman dies, the captain is forth- 
with to make out a ticket for the time of his ſervice, and to ſend 


the ſame by the firſt ſafe conveyance to the Congreſs, or agents by 


them for that purpoſe appointed, in order to the wages being 
forthwith paid to the executors or adminiſtrators of the deceaſed. 

A convenient place ſhall be ſet apart for ſick or hurt men, to 
which they are to be removed with their hammocks and bedding, 
when the ſurgeon ſhall adviſe the ſame to be neceſſary, and ſome of 
the crew ſhall be appointed to attend and ſerve them, and to keep 
the place clean. 


The cooper ſhall make buckets with covers s and cradles, ir ne- 


ceſſary, for their uſe. 

All ſhips furniſhed with fiſhing tickle hel ginſuch places where 
fiſh is to be had, the captain is to employ ſome of the company in 
fiſhing, the fiſh to be diſtributed daily to ſuch perſons as are fick 
or upon recovery, provided the ſurgeon recommend it, and the 
ſurplus by turns amongſt the meſſes of the officers and ſeamen gra- 
tis, without any deduction of their allowance of proviſions on that 


21 is left to the diſeret ion af commanders of ſquadrons, to ſhort- 4 


en the allowance of provikous according to the exigence of the ſer- 


vice. 
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vice, taking care e that the men be punctually paid for the ſame. 
Ihe like power is given to captains of ſingle ſhips i in caſes of 
_ abſolute neceſſity. 


If there ſhould be a want of pork, the captain 1s to order three 


2 ork. 
t fi . One day in every week ſhall be iſſued out a proportion of flour 
and ſuet, in lieu of beef for the ſeamen, but this is not to extend 
: beyond four months victualling at one time, nor ſhall the purſer 
receive any allowance for flour or ſuet kept longer on board than 
n that time, and there ſhall be ſupplied once a year, a proportion of 
ſe FF canvaſs for puddin g bags, after the rate of one ell fer every lixteen 
p men. 
d Iff any ſhips of the thirteen United Colonies mall happen to come 
1. into port in want of proviſions, the warrant of a commander in 
I chief ſhall be ſufficient to the agent or other inſtrument of the vic- 
o—— tualling, to ſupply the quantity wanted, and in urgent caſes where 
n- Jelay may be hurtful, the warrant of the captain of the ſhip ſhall 
r- | be of equal effet, 

a- i The captain is frequently to order the proper officers to inſpect 
the condition of the proviſions, and if the bread proves damp, 
ng to have it aired upon the quarter deck or poop, and alſo examine 
of the fleſh caſk, and if any of the pickle be leaked out, to have new. 

is made and put in, and the caſk made tight and ſecure. 


IF ther things of ſuch perſons as ſhall die or be killed, to be delivered 
the to their executors or adminiſtrators. 
nd All papers, charter parties, bills of lading, paſs- ports, and o- 
ther writings whatſoever, found on board any ſhip or ſhips, which 
ſhall be taken, ſhall be carefully preſerved, and the originals ſent 
to the court of juſtice for maritime affairs, appointed or to be ap- 
pointed by the legiſlatures, in the reſpeCtive colonies, for judging 


paper or papers, he or they ſo offending, ſhall forfeit their ſhare 


ſhall be judged by a court-martial to deſerve. 

If any perſon or perſons ſhall embezzle, or ſteal, or take away 
any cables, anchors, lails, or any of the ſhip's furniture or any of the 
powder, arms, ammunition, or proviſions of any ſhip belonging to 
the thirteen United Colonies, he or they ſhall luſter ſuch puniſh- 


ment as a court-martial ſhall order. 


gagement, the captain ſhall order all 0 00 in his ſhip in a proper 
poſture for fight, and ſhall in his own perſon, and according to his 
duty heart on and encourage the inferior officers and men to fight 
I couragiouſſy 


5 \ 


pounds of beef to be iſſued to the men 1n lieu of two Pounds of 


of The captain or purſer ſhall ſecure the cloaths, bedding, and o- 


concerning ſuch prize or prizes; and if any perſon or perſons ſhall 
wilfully or negligently deſtroy or ſuffer to be deſtroyed, any ſuch 


of ſuch prize or prizes, and ſuffer ſuch other neee, as they 8 


When in ſight of a ſhip or ſhips of the enemy, and at ſuch o- 
ther times as may appear to make it neceſſary to prepare for an en- 
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_ rouragiouſly, and not to behave themſelves faintly or cry for quar- 
ters, on pain of ſuch puniſhment as the offence ſhall appear to de- 

Bo og. oo oo ro RE 
Any captain or other officer, mariner, or others, who fhall baſe- 


iy deſert their duty or ſtation in the ſhip, and run away while the 
enemy is in ſight, or, in time of action, ſhall entice others to do fo, 
ſhall ſuffer death, or ſuch other puniſhment as a court-martial ſhall ' 


m_ 55 104-5 Ee AL 

Any officer, ſeaman, or marine, who ſhall begin, excite, cauſe, 
or join in any mutiny or ſedition in the ſhip to which he belongs, 
on any pretence whatſoever, fhall ſuffer death, or ſuch other pu- 


_ niſhment as a court-martial ſhall direct. Any perſon in or belong- 


ing to the ſhip, who ſhall utter any words of ſedition and mutiny, 


or endeavour to make any mutinous aſſemblies on any pretence 
whatſoever, ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſhment as a court-martial ſhall 


None ſhall preſume to quarrel with or ftrike his ſuperior officer 


on pain of ſuch puniſhment as a court - martial ſhall order to be in- 


flicted. jj tg Tan A ns 
If any perſon ſhall apprehend he has juft cauſe of complaint, he 
ſhall quietly and decently make the ſame known to his ſuperior of- 
ficer or to the captain, as the caſe may require, who ſhall take care 
that juſtice be done him. | AL ET: 
There ſhall be no quarrelling or fighting between ſhip-mates on 
board any ſhip belonging to the thirteen United Colonies, nor 
ſhall there be ufed any reproachful or provoking ſpeeches, tending 
to make quarrels and diſturbance, on pain of impriſonment and 


ſuch other puniſhment, as a court - martial ſhall judge proper to in- '; 


ms... = 1 : 
If any perſon ſhal] fleep upon his watch, or negligently perform 


the duty which ſhall be enjoined him to do, or forſake his ſtation, | 


he ſhall ſuffer ſuch puniſhment as a court-martial ſhall judge pro- 
per to inflict, according to the nature of his offence. TE 8 
All murder ſhall be puniſhed with death. 5 
All robbery and theft ſhall be puniſhed at the diſcretion of a 
court-martial. | | | Le e 


Any mafter at arms who ſhall refuſe to receive ſuch priſoner or 


priſoners as ſhall be committed to his charge, or having received 


them ſhall ſuffer him or them to eſcape, or diſmiſs them without 


orders for ſo doing, ſhall ſuffer in his or their ſtead, as a court- 
martial ſhall order and direct. = 


The captain, officers, and others, ſhall uſe their utmoſt endea- 73 
vours to detect, apprehend, and bring to puniſhment, all offend- 1 
ers, and ſhall at all times readily aſſiſt the officers appointed for 


5 
SE 
EE. 
9 
* x 
. 
4 
8 
5 
IN 
* 
3 
* 
142 
$20 
p \ 4 
. £40 
Vick, 
ES 
EA 
8 
267.78 
{Ig 
E 
22 
2 
* 
Faye 
£5 
I 
n * 
wk 
92% 
Rt 
2 
fo. 
Ke bs 
2 
AR 
3 
Xt 
8525 
Gs 
7's N 
1 ax 
pas 
Sx 
£0 
, 
1 
WE 
* 
1 
5 
7 FY 
$40 
2 
3 
. 8 
x SS. 
55 25 
e 
77 
3 
* 
3 
25 
8 
. 
WOO 
2 
5 *% 
2 
372.107 
* 
Sy 
Is 
*. 


_ that purpoſe in the diſcharge of their duty, on pain of being pro- 2 


ceeded againſt, and puniſhed by a court-martial at diſcretion. 


All other faults, diſorders, and miſdemeanors, which ſhall be 


committed 
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committed on board any ſhip belonging to the thirteen United Co- 

lonies, and which are not herein mentioned, ſhall be puniſhed ac- 
cording to the laws and cuſtoms in ſuch caſes at ſea. 

A court-martial ſhall conſiſt of at leaft three captains and three 

firſt lieutenants, with three captains and three firſt lieutenants of 


marines, if there ſhall be ſo many of the marines then preſent, and 


the eldeft captain ſhall preſide. 


officers of marines. 
| _ Every member of a court-martial ſhall take the following "oath, 
v. f 
„ Ton -- . * that yore will avell and 7 "OF 
and tdartialh detirming the cauſe of the priſoner now to be tried, 
according to the rules of the navy of the United Colonies. So help 


officer in ſaid court next in rank. _ 
All witneſſes before they may be admitted to give 
take the following oath : | | 
« You fwear the evidence you ſhall give in | the cauſe m New in i bearing 


help you God. 


be put in execution, until it be confirmed by the commander in 
chief of the fleet; and it ſhall be the duty of the preſident of every 
court - martial to tranſak to the commander in chief of the fleet 
every ſentence which ſhall be given, with a ſummary of the evi- 
„ dence and proceedings thereon, by the firſt opportunity. 


have power to pardon and remit any ſentence of death, that ſhall be 


given in conſequence of any of the aforementioned articles. 
on There ſhall be allowed to each man ſerving on board the ſhips 


in the ſervice of the thirteen United Colomes, a daily proportion 
of proviſions, according as is expreſſed in the following table, viz. 


ounces cheeſe. 


ved ; 

ut pudding. 
5 Wedneſday, 1 1b. bread, two ounces butter, four ounces cheeſe, | 
885 and half pint of rice. 
. Thurſday, 1 1b. bread, 1 lb. 1 and half pint of amb 
end- ry" ig 1 Ib. bread, 1 Ib. beef, 1 lb. potatoes or turnips, and 

pudding. 

hoy | Saturday, I lb. bread, 1 Ib. pork, half {Pat peaſe, and "IHR 


ounces, cheeſe. 


All ſea officers of the ſame denomination mall take rank of the 


you God :—which oath ſhall 15 adminiſtered by the preſident to 
the other members, and the preſident ſhall himſeif be ſworn * Fe 


/Þall be the truth, the whole truth, and e but the truth. . 185 


The ſentence of a court- .martial for any capital 8 mall not 


The commander in chief of the fleet, for the time being, ſhall 


Sunday, 1 Ib, bread, 1 Ib. beef, 1 lb. potatoes or A 
Monday, 1 lb. bread, 1 lb. pork, half pint Pele, and four 5 


_ Tueſday, 1 1b. bread, I lb. beef, 1 w. potatoes or turnips, and 


Half | 
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Half a pint of rum per man every day, and diſcretionary allow- 
ance on extra duty, and in time of engagement. | 
A pint and half of vinegar for fix men per week. 


« The pay of the officers and men ſhall be as follows *: 


Captain or Commander, 32 Dollars 
Lieutenants, 20 do. | 
Mlaſter, . 20 do. | 
Mates, 7 ah Ig do. 
Boatfwann,::  - 15 do. 
Boatſwain's firſt mate, 94 do. 
Ditto, ſecond ditto, 8 do. 
Gunner, is %. 
Ditto mate; 8 1 
Surgeon, 213 do. 
Surgeon's mate, 13.5 do. 
Carpenter, % oo: 
Capenter's mate, . 5 
FE 15 do. A per calendar month. | 
Captain's clerk, 15 do. lus: | 
Steward, | 134 do. Hales 
Chaplain, 20 do. | { | 
Able ſeamen, = 62 do. 
Captain of marines, 262 do. 
Lieutenants, 18 do. 
Serjeants, 8 do. f 
Corporals, 7.5. do. | 
Fifer, + 71 1.do. 5 
Drummer, 7 „ 
Frivates or marines, 63 do. | 


ORDERS OF CONGRESS. | 
Wr, whoſe hands and marks are hereunto ſet and ſubſcribed, 
being officers, ſeamen, and marines, do, and each of us doth a- 
| gree to and with © 5 of the good ſhip, called the 
belonging to the thirteen United Colonies of North 
America, in manner and form following, that is to ſay, 


In the a place, We do hereby agree for, by and under the 
conſiderations after-mentioned, to and with the faid commander, 29 
forthwith to enter and ſhip ourſelves, and in due and ſeaſonable 3 


time to repair on board the ſaid ſhip, called the _ and 


during the term of months to the utmoſt of our power 25 
and ability reſpectively to diſcharge our ſeveral ſervices or ſtations, BY 
and in every thing to be conformable and obedient to the ſeveral 25 
requirings and lawful com mands of the ſaid and his 


ſucceſſors in command. 


| Secondly, 
* Sce 13th and 19th of December, 1775. 


NoveEMBER) 1998. 26 


= = Secondly, We do alſo oblige and ſubject ourſelves to ſerve on 
5 board the ſaid ſhip during the ſaid cruize, and as ſhe is a ſhip of 
war, we do ſeverally oblige ourſelves by theſe articles, to comply 


: with, and be ſubject to the rules and diſcipline of the American 
fleet, as eſtabliſhed by the Congreſs, and to be governed and com- 


manded in time of action with an enemy, according to the ſame 
rules, and ſubmit ourſelves to the ſame puniſhments and penalties 


as are there inflicted, in cafe we or any of us offer to deſert our 


quarters, or not obey the commands of the ſaid 
or his ſucceſſors in command, in giving chace to any ſhip or Wipe, 
| veſſel or veſſels, or otherwiſe, and if upon a ſcrutiny of our ſaid 
or his ſaid officers, we or any of us ſhould be 


found guilty of any breach contrary to the tenor of this agreement, 
or any act of cowardice, we do hereby ſeverally ſubmit and agree 


to allow and forfeit our ſeveral and reſpective ſhares of and in any 


Prize or prizes we ſhall then have taken, to be divided amon gt the 


ſaid ſhip's company. 


. Thirdly, We do alſo ſeverally agree and oblige i. that 
when any prize or prizes have been taken, to follow the expreſs 


directions of the faid or his ſucceſſors in boardin 
the ſaid prize, and be under the command of any officer whom the 
TT fad ſhall appoint, and be aſſiſting to him to carry 
JF thefaidprize to whatever Port or ports ſuch prize or prizes ſhall be 


aſſigned by the ſaid And we do hereby further .ſe- 
JF verally agree and covenant in that caſe, to be true and faithful in 
diſcharge of our duty and truſt, and will not in any ſhape embezzle, - 


defraud, or plunder any thing on board ſuch prize or prizes; and 
and in caſe any or either of us ſhall be found guilty of any breach 


us being guilty thereof, do hereby ſeverally ſubmit and agree to 


5 allow ſo much of all and every of our ſhares, and part of our ſhares 
of and in the ſaid prize or prizes then or thence after to be taken, | 


and of all our reſpective wages, that then ſhall be due and comin 


xd, to us in reſpe& of our ſervices, as ſhall make good ſuch Plunder 
1 a- and embezzlement, we ſhall have been found guilty of. 

the  Fourthly, And it is alſo further agreed to be the true intent and 
th meaning of all parties hereto, that the officer or officers or any of 
I the ſhip's company ſent on board any prize, ſhall have as good 
the a ſhare and intereſt of any prize that ſhall be thereafter taken, dur- 
der, ing his or their abſence, as if he or they had been on board the 
able 2 Faid veſſel, at the time of taking thereof, any thing herein contain- 
and cd to the contrary notwithſtanding. Provided always, and it is 
wer 5 hereby agreed to be the meaning of the ſaid laſt mentioned clauſe, 
ons, that if the ſaid officer or officers, and ſuch of the ſaid ſhip” s com- 
veral BY pany to whom the conduct and management of any prize has been 
] his entruſted, do not (firſt having accepted the commands of the ſaid 

„ commander CONCErrin ing the ſaid prize under his or their cuſtody ) 
naß, immediately 


contrary to the true meaning of this agreement, we, and ſuch of 
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immediately repair to the reſpective port or harbour where the ſaid 
. or his ſucceſſors in command ſhall order, or do not 
proceed with the ſaid prize or prizes ſo taken, to the reſpective 
port or ports to be aſſigned by the ſaid for the time 


eing, chat then, and in failure of any or either of the agreements 


aforeſaid contained on our parts, we and each and every of us ſo 


offending, do hereby ſeverally ſubmit and agree to be caſhiered, not 
only for our ſeveral and reſpective intereſts and ſhares of and in the 
_ captures of prize- money, but totally to be excluded and diveſted 
from the payment of any wages then due to us, for and in reſpe& | 


of our ſeveral ſervices on board the ſaid ſhip and the 
intereſt and ſhares of ſuch delinquents, that otherwiſe would have 
BY TOE OC mt Td © re ee or 
Fiſibly, And the ſaid for and in behalf of himſelf 
and the thirteen United Colonies of North-America, doth hereby 
covenant and agree to and with the ſaid officers, ſeamen, and ma- 

rines, whoſe names or marks are hereto ſet and ſubſcribed, to pay 
them 1n conſideration of ſuch ſervices, ſo much money per month, 


as in a ſchedule hereunder mentioned, is ſet oppoſite to the names 
or marks of each reſpective officer, ſeaman, or landman ; and like- 


wiſe to advance to each and every of them, one month's pay at en- 


trance, (due ſecurity for the ſame being firſt given) the receipt 


whereof they do hereby acknowledge. 5 5 

| Sixthly, And as an encouragement to exert the valour of the ſea- 
men and marines in defending the ſaid ſhip, and in ſubduing and 
diſtreſſing the ſaid enemy, the ſaid _ 
half of the ſaid thirteen United Colonies of North-America, doth 


further covenant, promiſe, and agree to and with all and every the 
officers, ſeamen, and marines, parties hereto, that in caſe any prize 
or prizes ſhall be taken by the ſaid ſhip during the intended cruize, 
that the ſame ſhall be proceeded againſt, and diſtributed according 5 173 


to the reſolutions of Congreſs. 5 . 
Sevenibly, And it is by theſe preſents mutually agreed and con- 
ſented to, by, and between the ſaid and every the 
officers, ſeamen, and marines, parties hereto, that in caſe the com- 
mander for the time being loſe a limb in an engagement, or be o- 
therwiſe diſabled, ſo as to be rendered incapable afterwards of get- 
ing a livelihood to ſubſiſt upon, he ſhall receive out of the nett 
profits of ſuch prize or prizes, or prize goods, if ſo much ariſe, 
before dividend or diſtribution be declared, the ſum of four hun- 
dred dollars; or if he loſe his life, his widow or children (if any) 
ſnall receive the ſaid bounty of four hundred dollars, together with 


all prize- money to him belonging at the time of his deceaſe. And 


if the captain of the marines, or any other commiſſion and warrant 
officer loſe a limb, or be otherwiſe diſabled, ſo as to be rendered in- 
capable afterwards of getting a ſubſiſtence, he or they ſo diſabled 


mall receive a bounty of three hundred dollars, if ſo much arife from 


the 


— * 


for and on be- 
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the nett profits as aforeſaid; and in caſe of death, the widow or chil- 
dren (if any), 1s, are, and ſhall be intitled to the ſame, together 
with their ſhare of prize-money due at the time of their deceaſe. 
And if an inferior officer, ſeaman or marine, loſe a limb, or be o- 
therwiſe diſabled, fo as to be rendered incapable afterwards or 
getting a ſubſiſtence, he or they ſhall receive a bounty of 200 
dollars, to be deducted as aforeſaid; and in caſe of death, his 
: widow or children (if any), 1s, are, and ſhall be intitled to the 
fame, together with his ſhare of prize-maney due at the time of 
his deceale. =» 
+” He who firſt diſcovers a ſhip or veſſel which ſhall afterwards 12 
come a prize, ſhall be intitled to a double ſhare of ſuch prize. : 

There ſhall be ten ſhares of every prize, which ſhall be taken 

and condemned, ſet apart to be given to ſuch inferior officers, 
ſeamen and marines, as ſhall be adjudged beſt to deſerve them by 
the ſuperior officers, who ſhall be 8 to make ſuch deter- 
mination. 

He who ſhall firſt board a ſhip or other veſſel, nikking reſiſt- 
ance, which ſhall become a prize, ſhall be intitled to a IT 5 
Fe. --: 8 

Provided always ad it is hereby Jeclejed: to b. the true in- 

tent and meaning of the parties to the aforementioned articles and 
orders, that any of the officers, ſeamen, and marines ſhall be lia- 
ble to be removed by the Congreſs or Committee of the Congreſs, 
during the receſs thereof, or by the Commander in Chief of the 
American fleet for the time being, from the aforeſaid veſſel to a- 
ny other armed veſlel in the ſervice of the United Colonies, any 
thing contained 1 in the foregoing orders and articles notwithſtand- 
in 


The Ge then took into e the report of the 
committee on North-Carolina, whereupon, 

9 Refalved, That the two battalions which the Congreſs dicefied 
4 to be raiſed in the colony of North- Carolina, be encreaſed to the 
Continental eſtabliſhment, and kept in pay at the expence of the | 
united colonies for one year from this time, or until the farther 1 
order of Congreſs, as well for the purpoſe of defending the good Fi 
people of that colony, againſt the attacks of miniſterial oppreſſion 5 

as aſſiſting the adjacent colonies. 

That application be made to the councils of ſaſety of the colo 
nies of Pennſylvania and South - Carolina for ſo much gunpowder as 11 
can be ſpared for the immediate ſupply of North-Carolina. 1 

 Re/olved, That the delegates of the colony of North-Carolina, 
be directed to purebaſe a number of drums, fifes and colours ſuit - 
able for the ſaid battalions, and that the preſident be directed to 
draw on the continental treaſurers for a ſum not exceeding three 
hundred dollars for the payment thereof. 
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272 NoVEMBER, 1975; 

That the convention or committee of ſafety of North-Carolina, 
be defired to employ immediately all the gun-ſmiths in that colo- 
ny, in the making of muſquets and bayonets of the ſize, and in 
the manner recommended by Cougreſs the 4th. of this inſt, No- 


vember. 


That two painters of the goſpel be applied to,to go en | 


amongſt the regulators and highlanders in the colony of North- 


Carolina for the purpoſe of informing them of the nature of the 


preſent diſpute between Great-Britain and the Colonies ; that the 
gentlemen to be employed be allowed 40 dollars a month for their 
| ſervices; and that the delegates of the ſaid colony be empowered 
to apply to and procure perſons proper for this buſineſs. 


That it be recommended to the convention or committee of 


| ſafety of North-Carolina, in caſe the method of defending the ſaid 


colony by minute men be inadequate to the purpoſe, to fubſtitute 
ſuch other mode as to them ſhall appear moſt likely to effect the 


ſecurity of that colony. 


Agrecable to the order of the day the Congreſs took into a 


deration the report of the committee on the memor ials of che tea- 
holders, and the ſame being debated. 

On the queſtion put to agree to it. 

Carried in the negative. 

The ſeveral matters to this day referred being ; poſtponed, 

— Adjourned to ten © clock to-morrow. 


W EDNESDAY, November 29, 1775. 


A letter from general Schuyler by expreſs being received, was 


read, containing an account of the continental troops under briga- 


dier general Montgomery, Pug taken poſſeſſion « of Montreal on 
the 12th inſtant. _ 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Down: 
ham Newton, brought in their report, which was taken into con- 
ſideration, whereupon, 

Refolted, That the ſaid Downham Newton be permitted to ex- 
port on board his veſſel on the terms propoſed in his petition ſuch 
Proviſions of pork and flour as he ſhall think proper. 

The Congrels took into conſideration the report of the com- 

mittee on the ſtate of the treaſury, and thereupon came to the 
followin reſolution. 
Neſolved, That bills of credit be emitted by Congreſs to the a- 
mount of three millions of dollars. 
That the committee on the ſtate on the treaſury be directed to 


conſult the printer, and report the numbers and denominations of 


the bills to be emitted, and that they contract for prope? pry 
for printing the ſaid bills. 
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The committee appointed to prepare a letter to the agents 
brought in the ſame, which being read and debated was agreed to. 

| Ordered, That a fair copy be made, figned and forwarded. 

Reſolved, That a committee of five be appointed for the ſole 
purpoſe of correſponding with our friends in Great-Britain, Ire- 
land and other parts of the world, and that they my their corre · 


ſpondence before Congreſs when directed. 


Reſolved, That Congreſs will make proviſion to defray all ſuch 


expences as may ariſe by carrying on ſuch a correſpondence, and 


for the payment of ſuch agents as they may ſend on this ſervice. 
The members choſen Mr. Harriſon » Dr. Franklin, Mr. John- 


fon, Mr. Dickinſon, and Mr. Jay. 


The committee on the proclamatians brought i in thite report, 


which was read and ordered to lie on the table for the peruſal ol 
the members. 


The ſeveral matters to this hay referred bein g poſlponed. 
| Adjourned to ten 0 clock to-morrow. 


Tavssbav, Noventer 30, 1776 


| Reſelved, That the committee . to evil the journal of 
laſt ſeffion, be directed to reviſe the journal of the preſent, in or- 
der to its being printed ; and that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
committee, to examine whether it will yet be proper to 8 | 
any of thoſe parts omitted in the journal of laſt ſeſſion. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Wythe be added to the ſaid communis, in 
the room of Mr. I. Rutledge, who 1s abſent. 


Reſolved, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare 


letters of thanks to the three general officers 1 in the northern de- 
part ment for their ſervices. 


The members choſen, Mr. Wilſon, Mr. W. Livingſton, and 
Mr. av. 
'The Sede then famed! the canfderition of general Waſh. 


ington's letter, and thereupon came to the following reſolutions. 


Reſolved, That the general be directed to ſuſpend the rang | 


the two battalions of marines out of his preſent army. 

That the two battalions of marines be raiſed e of the 
army already ordered for the ſervice in Maſſachuſett's-Bay. 

That no bounty be allowed to the army on re- inliſtment. 


Sundry! letters from gen. Schuyler, W. Livingſton, Eſq; and 


the committee ſent to the northward bein g received, were read. 


Reſolved, That the farther conſideration of the general's letter, 


and the other matters to this day referred, be poſtponed till to- 
morrow. 


Adjourned to ten 0 clock to-morrow. 


Mas Fray, 
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The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the letter from ge- 


neral Waſhington, whereupon, 


- _ 


Refelved, That the 500,000 dollars lately ordered, be forward- | 


cd with all poſſible expedition to general Waſhington, that he 
may be enabled to pay ſuch ſoldiers as will re-inlift for the ſuc- 


ceeding year, their wages for the months of October, November 


and December, and alſo advance them one month's pay. 


That the governments of New-England be informed of the re- 
ſolution of Congreſs relative to the pay ordered to be made and ad- 
vaneed to the army, and be deſired eto promote the recruiting ſer- 


vice in the preſent army, as well as in their ſeveral colonies. 


Aliletter from the committee of Frederick-Town, in Maryland, 
was received and read, containing an account of their having ap- 
prehended major Connolly and his aſſociates, and deſiring the ad- 


vice of Congreſs with regard to the priſoners. 


Neſolved, That the ſaid letters with the papers incloſed be refer- > 
red to the delegates of Virginia. „„ „„ 

Re/olved, That the farther conſideration of the general's letter, 
and the other matters to this day referred, be poſtponed till to- 


J Ce» 5 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to- morrow. 


SarurDay, December 2, 177 5. 


A letter from the committee of Northampton in Virginia, with | 


ſundry papers incloſed, was received and read. 


Neſolved, That the ſame be referred to the committee on the 


ſtate of Virginia. 


Reſolved, That Mr. Paca be added to that committee in the 


room of Mr. Johnſon, who is abſent. 


Reſolved, That the naval committee be directed to confer with 


captain Stone, and engage him and his veſſel on the moſt reaſona- 


ble terms in the ſervice of the continent, for the purpoſe of taking 
or deſtroying the cutters and armed veſſels in Cheſapeak Bay, 


under lord Dunmore. „„ VVV 
Refilved, That colonel Harriſon do immediately proceed to 
Maryiand, and be impowered with the delegates of that colony 


or any one or more of them to take ſuch meaſures, as appear to 
them moſi effectual to procure, with all poſſible diſpatch, two or 
three armed veſſels to cruize on, take or deſtroy armed veſſels, 
_ cutters, and ſhips of war of the enemy, that may be found in the 


bay of Cheſapeak, or coaſts of Virginia and Maryland. 


Whereas deſigns are formed by certain miniſterial partizans in 


the counties of Norfolk and Princeſs-Ann, and ſome other parts 
of Virginia, on Cheſapeak-Bay, under the influence of lord Dun- 2 
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India iſlands, and thereby injure the intereſt and weaken the ef- 
| Forts of the united colonies, in oppoſing the preſent oppreflive 
Iyſtem of the Britiſh miniſtry. 


Reſolved, That the ſaid 2 veſſels be authoriſed and directed 
to ſeize and detain until the further order of this Congreſs, all 
ſuch ſhips and veſſels as they may find employed | in ſuch exporta- 


tions from the places aforeſaid. 
Neſolved, That the naval committee be directed to em: ploy the 


armed floop, commanded by captain Abraham Whipple, of 
Rhode-Iſland, now on a voyage to this port, and diſpatch her 


forthwith to aid the marine buſineſs to the ſouthward. _ 
That the ſaid committee be directed to prepare a proper com- 


' miſſion for the captains or commanders of the ſhips of war in the 
ſervice of the United Colonies. 


Reſolved, That the colonel or commanding officer of the betta: 


th now in the barracks at Philadelphia, be ordered to keep a 


regular guard over the ſhips and ſtores belonging to the united co- 


lonies, at or on the wharves, or in the ftores on the wharyes of 


Meſſrs. Willing and Morris, and Mr. Cuthbert. 
The aſſembly of New-Jerſey having by a reſolution of thay 


- houſe, accepted the reſignation of two of their delegates, and 
confirmed the other three, and by another reſolution enlarged 


their power, the ſaid einten were laid before Copgreſs and ; 
: read as follows. „„ 


00 © New Terſe 25. Houſe of Afenbl Nene 22, 1775. 
The houſe taking into conſideration the requeſt of James Kin- 


ſey and John D. Hart, Eſquires; two of the delegates appointed 


by this houſe to attend the Continental Congreſs for leave to re- 
1252 their ſaid appointment. 


EReſolved, That the reaſons given 5 thoſe gentlemen for their 
reſignation appear to this houſe to be ſatisfactory, and that their 


reſignation therefore be accepted, thereupon | | 
Reſolved, That the three remaining delegates or any two of 
them repreſent the colony during the ; oper Continental Cor- 


f grels. 


Thurſday, November 39, 177 5. 


The 'houſe taking into conſideration the inconveaience ariſing 


from requiring the attendance of two of the delegates to e 
the colony in the Continental Congreſs. 


Reſolved, That any one of the three delegates 1 to at- 


tend the Congreſs be, and ſuch delegate is hereby fully authorized 


to repreſent this colony during Congreſs. 
A true Copy ret the Votes, 


RICHARD SMITH, elk. of f aſſembly.” 
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The committee appointed to prepare the form of a commiſſion 
reported the ſame, which was read and agreed to. 


Ordered, That three hundred copies be immediately printed 


with proper blanks. 

Application being made in behalf of captain ferikivs, for leave 
to export a quantity of provifions to the iſland of Nantucket, for 
the intzrnal conſumption of its inhabitants, and it being repreſent- 
ed that he had applied to the aſſembly or general court of Maſſa- 


chuſett's-Bay, and that the committee of Falmouth, to whom he 
was by them referred, not having it in their power to furniſh the 


roviſions wanted, had recommended him to Congreſs to be ſup- 
lied with the ſame at ſome port in the middle or ſouthern colonies. 

Reſolved, That permiſſion be granted to capt. Jenkins, to car- 
ry the proviſions ſpecified in the certificate of the committee of 


Falmouth, for the internal conſumption of the inhabitants of 
| Nantucket, he firſt taking an oath, and giving bond to the com- 


mittee of inſpection and ob fer vation. for the city and liberties of 
Philadelphia, to purſue their inſtructions in his voyage, and to 
uſe his utmoſt endeavours not to fall into the PROM of the « cutters 
or armed veſſels of the enemy. 
The committee on the ſtate of the treaſury brought in a re- 
zort, whick was read, whereupon 
Reſolved, That the number and denominations of the bill ors | 
dered to be emitted be as follows: 


8 3.334 of 8 dollars each. 
83,333 of 7 do. | 
83, 333 of 6 do. 
83,333 of 5 do. 
83,334 of 4 do 
83,333 of 3 do. 
83,333 of 2 do. 
3-333 of 1 do. 
| Reſolved, That the plates uſed in the laſt emiſſion be uſed for 
Ariking off and printing the above bills. 
Reſolved, That the gentlemen who ſuperintended the arch at the 


laſt emiſſion, be impowered to ſuperintend the printing theſe bills. 1 


Reſolved, That the Committee on the ſtate of the treaſury be di- 
rected to enquire about proper perſons to ſign and number faid bills, 
and report to Congreſs. 

The Congreſs retumed the conſideration of the general's letter, 
whereupon. _ 

Neſolved, That the regiment of artillery conſiſt of one colonel, 
two lieutenant colonels, two majors and twelve companies. 

That the general be informed that two gentlemen, namely, Tho- 
mas Crafts, jun. and George Trott, Eſquires, have been recom- 
mended to Congreſs as Proper perſons for field officers in ſaid re- 
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giment, and that the general enquire into their characters and abi- 
lities, and if upon enquiry he ſhall judge them proper, and that the 


Decr u BER, 1775. 


| appointment of them will occaſion no diſturbance or diſgult in the : 


regiment, that he appoint them and acquaint Congreſs thereof. 
Reſolved, That it be an inſtruction to the Committee appointed 
to contract for ſupplying the prifoners that Mr D. Franks, of this 
city, be permitted to ſupply the troops, who are priſoners in thi 
colony, with proviſions and other neceſſaries at the expence of the 
crown, and to ſell his bills for ſuch ſums of money as are neceſſary 
for that purpoſe and that the ſaid Committee confer with Mr. 


Franks, and enquire whether he will alſo undettake on the fame 7 


terms to ſupply the priſoners in other colonies. 
The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the report Or the Com- 
mittee of conference, whereupon, 


Ne ſolved, That it be recommended to the aſſembly or general 
court of the colony of Maſſachuſſett's-Bay, to uſe all the means in 
their power, that the army before Boſton be lupplice with wood : 

and hay on the moſt reaſonable term. ; 


That in the new eſtabliſhment of the army the general allows be 


not allowed reg ments, nor the field officers companies. | 

hat all perſons taken in arms on board any prize be deemed 
priſoners at the diſpoſal of the general, whether the prize be taken 

by veſſels fitted out in the pay ofthe continent or by others. 

3 are taken be treated as priſoners of war, but with 


That ſuch a 
humanity, and be allowed the fame rations as the troops in the ſer- 
vice of the continent; that the officers being i in pay ſhould ſupply 
themſelves with loathe.” their bills to be tax sen for the ſame, that 
the ſoldiers be furniſhed as they now are. 


That as the new army in Mafſachuſett's-Bay is calculated to op- 


poſe the army at Boſton, it is not expected that the general ſhould 


detach any part of it to New-York or clſewker e, unleſs it appear to 
him neceſſary ſo to do for the common ſafety, 


That the troops in the new army be paid mopthly. 
That an exchange of priſoners will be proper, citizens for citizens 


_ officers for officers of equal rank, and ſoldier for ſojdier. 


That enfign Moland be detained! in the Ly where he no * is, un- 


til exchanged. 


That this Congreſs approve the terms on which the artiſicers of 


different ſorts have been employed in the army; and that the gc- 
neral go on upon the preſent agreement, as bei eing the beil chat can 


probably be made. 5 
That the general be directed to pick out Hom ach of the riſle 
companies ſuch as are not markſmen, and diſmiſs them in ſuch 


manner as will be ſafeſt, with an eee of pay to go home, if 


they: do not chuſe to inliſt in other battalions, and in the mean time 

that all receive their pay. 

That what artillery of different Linds can be ſpared from News 
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York and Crown-Point, be procured and forwarded to the army 
before Boſton. 

'That the Indians of St. Francis, Penobſcot, Stockbridge, and 
St. John's, and other tribes may be called on in caſe of real neceſ- 
ſity, and that the giving them preſents is ſuitable and proper. 
That a Committee of three be appointed to deviſe the belt mode 
of having expreſſes (perſons of character) poſted along the roads 
at different diſtances, for the purpoſe of conveying early and fre · 
quent intelligence. 

The members choſen, Dr. Franklin, Mr. Levis, and Mr. Deane. 

That as much lead as can be ſpared from the northern depart- 


ment, and is wanted at the camp at ne be ſent down from 


Ticonderoga to Cambridge. 


That the Congreſs approve the general 8 fitting or out armed veſſels | 


to intercept the enemies ſupplies. * Fo 
That when the army receives ſuch ſupplies of 3 as to be 


enabled to ſpare ſome to the country's that it be ſold t to them at a 


denten price. 
That the ſecret Conmiltes be directed to enquire what l 


are neceſſary for the uſe of the army, and how they may be pro- 
cured and report to Congrels. 


| Ordered, That the reſolutions paſſed on the general's letters, and 


on the report of the Committee of conference, and ſuch other reſo- 
Jutions as relate to the eſtabliſhment of the new army, not already 
forwarded, be ſent by expreſs to the general. 


The Congreſs being informed that Mr. Eathan Allen, - who was 
taken priſoner near Montreal, is conlined 1 in irons on board a veſlel 


in the river St. Lawrence. 


Refolved, That gen. Waſhington be directed to apply to gen. 


Howe on this matter, and defire that he may be exchanged. 
The ſeveral matters to this day referred being poſtponed. 
Adjour ned to ten 0 'clock on Monday. 


„5 December 4. 1775. 


The Committee to whom the accounts from Maſſachuſett*s- Bay 


were referred, reported that for want of proper vouchers they were 


not able to proceed on that buſineſs, and therefore defired to be 


_ diſcharged. 


Neſolved, That the faid 8 upon their requeſt be ail 


charged. 
Neſolved, That the ſum of forty thouſand dollars be advanced to 
the colony of New-Hampſhire, on account of expences by them 1 in- 


curred, the ſaid colony to be accountable. 


Refolved, That the ſum of four hundred and forty three thouſand 


| three hundred and thirty three dollars, and one third of a dollar 


be paid to the colony of Maſſachuſet' We Ba in part of their account, 


the ſaid colony to be accountable. 
Re loed, 
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Reſolved, That the ſaid ſums be paid out of the emiffion laſt or- 


dered by Congreſs. 

The Committee on the ſtate of Virgima to whom were referred 
the letters received on Saturday laſt, brought in their report, which 
was taken into conſideration, whereupon, 

Reſolved, That three companies of the battalion raiſed in the co- 
lony of Pennſylvania immediately march under the command of 
lieut. colonel Irvine, into Northampton county in Virginia, for the 


protection of the Aſſociation in thoſe parts, and for the defence N 


thereof againſt the deſigns of the enemies of America. 


Reſolved, That it be and it is hereby recommended to the inha- 


bitants of the colony of Virginia, to reſiſt to the utmoſt the arbi- 
trary government intended to be eſtabliſhed therein, by their gover- 
nor lord Dunmore, as manifeſtly appears by the whole tenor of his 
lordſhips conduct for ſome months paſt. 


Whereas lord Dunmore by his proclamation lately publiſhed, 


has declared his fntention to execute martial law, thereby tearin 


up the foundations of civil Storey and government within the 


ſaid colony. 

Refolved, "Therefore that if the Canrenticn of Virginia ſhall find 
it neceſſary to eſtabliſh a form of government in that colony, it be 
recommended to that Convention to call a full and free repreſentation 


of the people, and that the ſaid repreſentatives, if they think it ne- 


ceſſary eſtabliſh ſuch form of government as in, their judgment will 


beſt produce the happineſs of the people, and moſt effectually ſecure 


peace and good order in the colony, during the continuance of 
the preſent diſpute between Great-Britain and the colonies. 

_ Reſolved, That the Committee on the ſtate of Virginia have leave 
at their requeſt, to fit again. 


Refolved, That in the preſent Bratton of affairs, it wal be very 


dangerous to the liberties and welfare of America, if any colony 


ſhould ſeparately petition the King or either houſe of parliament. 


Reſolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to confer with 


the aſſembly of New-Jerſey. 
The members choſen, Mr. 8 Mr. Wythe, and Mr. Jay. 


Reſolved, That Carliſle, in the colony of Pennſylvania, be aſſign- 


ed as well as the three towns of Reading, Lancaſter, and York, 
for the reception of the priſoners taken at St. John's, 

Reſelved, That the preſident write to Mr. Knox, by the firſt ex- 
preſs to Albany and detire him, in caſe the ſervices he is upon will 
admit, to repair to the fortreſſes on Hudſon's-River, in the high- 
lands, inſpect the ſtate of the works carrying on there, and the ſi- 
tuation of the places adjacent, and tran{mit an account thereof to 
Congreſs. 

The delegates of Maſſachuſett's- [ATA laid before Congreſs a re- 
ſolution of the general court of that colony paſſed in November laſt, 
extending the commiſſion of their delegates to the laſt day of Janu- 
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The foveral matters to this day referred Nile poſiponed. 
Adjourned to ten o'ciock to-morrow. 


TutsDay, December 5, 1775. 
Reſolved, That the naval Committee be inſtructed to engage the 
ſeamen and marines to the firſt of January 1777, unleſs ſooner di- 
charged by Congreſs. 


It being g ſuggeſted that tbe reſolution of Cangrela paſſed "iy 2d 


inſtant. relative to capt. . was 0 on a miſtake with 


regard to facts, 


Reſolved, That a committee of three be plead to take the 
matter into conſideration, enquire into facts, and report to Congreſs, 


 _ The members choſen, Mr. J Adams, Mr. Cuſking, and Mr. 
| McKean. > 


| The Committee of claims copiyieg for inſtructions, WY regard 


to ſundry charges in the accounts laid before them from the colo- 
ny of Rhode-Ifland. | | 
Reſolved, That the charge for purchaſin 8 and repairing arms be | 


not allowed. 

That the expence of 1 removing the ſtock from Block-Ifland and 
ether places, in conſequence of the requeſt of tbe general be charg- 
ed to the continent. 

That the twelve cannon furniſhed to the army in the camp at 


5 Cambridge by the gover rnment of Rhode- Iſland be allowed in 


their accounts. 
de lved, That the farther . ot this matter be deferred 

till to-morrow. 
Reſolved, That thoſe who ſupply ths three companies ordered to 
Northampton with arms, ſhall either have the ſame returned in 
kind as ſoon as they can be procured, or their value paid for by 


the United Colonies, the value of which 1 is to be deducted from 85 


pay of the ſoldiers. 

A letter from lord Sterling, with ſundry papers encloſed, was 
laid before Congreſs and read. 

Neſalved, That the naval Committee have liberty to 3 
duck and ſuch other articles as they may want for fitting out ſaid 
veiſels, and to enable them the better to perform this ſervice, that 
they be empowered to take to their aſiſtance the Committee of the 
eity and liberties of Philadelphia. "7 

Reſolved, That the form of the bills ordered to be emitted be as 


| follows: : 


CONT INENTAL CURRENCY. 
| No. Dollar 
Th: 18 pin entitles the bearer to receive 


Spaniſh milled dollars, or the value thereof in gold or 1 accor- 


ding to a reſolution of Congreſs paſſed at Philadelphia, November 


. 
Reſolved. That each devominat: on or claſs of bills be numbered, 


beginning 
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emitted bills. 


The Committee on re- captures, webe in their report, which 
being read and debated, the Congreſs came to the following reſo- 


lution 


Reſolved, That in caſes of re-captures, the re-captors have and 
retain in lieu of falyage, one eighth part ofthe true ak of the veſſel 
and cargo, or either of them, if the ſame hath or have been in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the enemy twenty-four hours; one fifth part if more than 
' twenty-four hours, and leſs than forty- eight hours; one third part, 

if more than forty- eight and leſs than ninety ſix hours; and one half 
if more than ninety-fix hours, unleſs the veffel ſhall, after the cap- 

ture, have been legally condemned as a prize by ſome court of ad- 
miralty, in which cafe the re · captors to have the whole: in all which 
caſes, the ſhare detained or prize to be divided between the owners 
of the ſhip making the re- capture, the colony or the continent as 
the caſe may be, and the captors, agreeable to a former reſolution 


Reſelved, As the army to the northward is likely to be ſupplied 


with cloathing at Montreal, that the cloathing purchaſed for the 
ſaid army and ſent to Albany, be forwarded by land to Mr. Mif- 
flin, quatter-maſter-general, for the uſe of the army before Boſton. 


The ſeveral matters to this day referred being poſtponed. 
e to ten o 'clock to-morrow. 


Wiontzvar, December 6, 1775. 
The Committee of claims reported, that there is due to Robert 


Ervin, for waggon-hire, the ſum of 355.7 dollars. 


Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 


Reſolved, That the three priſoners taken by W A. Whi pple 5 
in his paſſage to Philadelphia, who are now on board his veſſel be 
delivered to the Committee of ſafety of the colony of Pennſylva- 


nia, who are directed to ſecure them i in ſafe cuſtody, in ſome goal 


in ſaid colony. 


A return being laid before Congreſs of the number of flints for 
fale in the city of Philadelphia, amounting to upwards of 200,000. 
Refolved, That the Committee of inſpection of the city and li- 


| berties of Philadelphia be deſired to purchaſe ſaid flints for the uſe 


of the United Colomes, and that in making the purchaſe, attenti- 
on be paid to that part of the Aſſociation againſt raiſing the prices 


of goods. 


The Congreſs reſumed the ta of the inſtructions to 
be given to the Committee of claims, and on the queſtion put. 
Reſolved, That the charge for bounty in the account exhibited 
by Rhode-Iſland againſt the United Colonies be not allowed. 

The committee, to whom the petition of Dougal M*<Gregor 


was referred, brought in their report, which being read was a- 


greed to, as follows, viz: 


begining with one, upwards, in ink of a different colour from the 
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Reſolved, That the circumſtances ſtated in the ſaid petition will 
not juſtify a licence to export the lumber and naval ſtores menti- 
oned in the ſaid petition, contrary to the rules of the American 


Aſſociation. 


Reſolved, That if the ſaid Dougal M- Gregor will give bond 15 R 


- ſufficient ſecurity in a penalty of double the value of the ſaid Jum- 


ber and naval ftores, to the preſident of the provincial council of 
North-Carolina, with conditions that he will not carry the ſaid 
cargo to Great-Britain, Ireland, Guernſey, Jerſey, Sark, Alder- 
ney, Man, or any European iſland or ſettlement within the Bri- 


| tiſh dominions, nor to the Britiſh Weſt-Indies; and that he ſhall 


within fix months after exporting the ſame, import into Edintown, 
Newbern, or Bogue inlet, in the colony of North-Carolina, and 


there deliver to the commander of the Continental troops in the ſaid 


colony ſuch quantity of muſkets or gun-powder, as ſhall be equal 


to the value of the ſaid lumber and naval ftores, the public intereſt 
requires that he be permitted to export the fame, and that a per- 


mit for that purpoſe ſigned by the ſaid e be Beers him on 
his executing ſuch bond as aforeſaid. | 


The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the. report of the 


committee on proclamations, which being debated by paragraphs, 
vas agreed to as follows : | 


We the delegates of the thirteen United Colontes 3 in North- 


America, have taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration, a procla- 
mation iſſued from the court of St. James's on the twenty-third day 


of Augult laſt. The name of Majeſty is uſed to give it a ſanction 


and influence; - and, on that account, it becomes a matter of im- 


portance to wipe off, in the name of the people of theſe United 


Colonies, the aſperſions which it is calculated to throw upon our 
cauſe; and to prevent, as far as poſſible, the undeſerved puniſh- 


ments, which it is deſigned to prepare for our friends. We are 


accuſed of © forgetting the allegiance which we owe to the power 


that has protected and ſuſtained ns.” Why all this ambiguity and i 
obſcurity in what ought to be ſo plain and obvious, as that he who = 
runs may read it? What allegiance is it that we forget? Allegi- 


ance to parliament ? We never owed—we never owned it. Alle- 


giance to our king? Our words have ever avowed it, our conduct 
has ever been confiſtent with it. We condemn, and with arms in 


our hands,—a reſource which freemen will never part with, — we 
oppoſe the claim and exerciſe of unconſtitutional powers, to which 


neither the crown or parliament were ever entitled. By the Britiſh 


conſtitution, our beft inheritance, rights, as well as duties, de- 


ſcend upon us: We cannot violate the latter by defending the 


former: we ſhould act in diametrical oppoſition to both, if we 
permitted the claims of the Britiſh parliament to be eſtabliſhed, and 


the meaſures purſued in conſequence of thoſe claims to be eee | 


into execution among us. Our fagacious anceſtors provided 
mounds 
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mounds againſt the innundation of tyranny and lawleſs power on 
one fide, as well as againſt that of faction and licentiouſneſs on the 
other. On which fide has the breach been made? Is it objected 
againſt us by the moſt inveterate and the moſt uncandid of our ene- 
mies, that we have oppoſed any of the juſt prerogatives of the 
crown, or any legal exertion of thoſe prerogatives? Why then are 
we accuſed of forgetting our allegiance? we have performed our 
duty: We have reliſted in thoſe caſes, in which the right to reſiſt is 
Ripulated as expreſly on our part, as the right to govern is, in 
ether caſes, ſtipulated on the part of the crown. The breach of 
allegiance is removed from our reſiſtance as far as tyranny is re- 
moved from legal government. It is alledged, that © we have pro- 
ceeded to an open and avowed rebellion.” In what does this re- 
dellion conſiſt. It is thus deſcribed “ Arraying ourſelves in hoſ- 
tile manner to withſtand the execution of the law, and traiterouſſy 
preparing, ordering, and levying war againſt the king.” We 
know ct no laws binding on us,. but ſuch as have been tranſmitted 
to us by our anceſtors, and ſuch as have been conſented to by our- 
ſelves or our repreſentatives elected for that purpoſe. What laws, 
ſtampt with theſe characters, have we withſtood ? We have indeed 
defended them; and we will riſque every thing, do every thing, 
und ſuffer every thing in their defence. To ſupport our laws, and 
our liberties eftabliſhed by our laws, we have prepared, ordered, and 
levied war. But is this traiterouſly, or againſt the king? We view 
him as the conſtitution repreſents him. That tells us he can do no 
wrong. The cruel and illegal attacks, which we oppoſe, have no 
foundation in the royal authority. We will not, on our part, loſe 
the diſtinction between the king and his miniſters : happy would 
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it have been for ſome former princes, had it always been preſerved 111 

on the part of the crown. _ „„ 10 

| Beſides all this we obſerve, on this part of the proclamation, that 1 | 
J *« rebellion” is a term undefined and unknown in the law; it might 113 
have been expected that a proclamation, which by the Britiſh 10 | 
JF conftitution has no other operation than merely that of enforcing 10 
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what is already law, would have had a known legal baſis to have 
reſted upon. A correſpondence between the inhabitants of Great- 
Britain and their brethren in America, produced, in better times, 
much ſatisfaction to individuals, and much advantage to the pub- 
lic. By what criterion ſhall one, who is unwilling to break off 
this correſpondence, and is, at the ſame time, anxious not to ex- 
poſe himſelf to the dreadful conſequences threatened in this pro- 
clamat ion by what criterion ſhall he regulate his conduct? He is 
admoniſhed not to carry on correſpondence with the perſons now 
in rebellion in the colonies. How ſhall he aſcertain who are in 
rebellion, and who are not.“ He conſults the law to learn the na- 
ture of the ſuppoſed crime: the law is filent upon the ſubject. 
This, in a.country where it has been often faid, and formerly with 
x juſtice, 
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juſtice, that the government is by law and not by men, might ren- 
der him perfectly eaſy. But proclamations have been ſometimes 


with them deſerves to be puniſhed. 
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dangerous engines in the hands of thoſe in power; information is 
commanded to be given to one of the ſecretaries of ſtate of all per- 


ſons * who ſhall be found carrying on eorreſpondence with the 
perſons in rebellion, in order to bring to eondign puniſhment the 


authors, perpetrators, or abettors, of ſueh dangerous deſigns.“ 


Let us ſuppoſe, for a moment, that ſome perſons in the colonies 


are in rebellion, and that thoſe who carry on correſpondence with 


them, might learn by ſome rule, which Britons are bound to know, 


how to diſcriminate them, does it follow that all correſpondence 


to apprize them of their danger, and to reclaim them from 


their crimes. By what law does a correſpondence with a cri- 
minal transfer or communicate his guilt? We know that thoſe who 
aid and adhere to the king's enemies, and thoſe who correſpond 
With them in order to enable them to carry their deſigns into effect, 


are criminal in the eye of the law. But the law goes no farther. 
Can proclamations, according to the principles of reaſon and juſ- 


tice, and the conſtitution, go farther than the law? . 
But, perhaps, the principles of reaſon and juſtice, and the con- 


ſtitution will not prevail: experience ſuggeſts to us the doubt. If 


they ſhould not, we muſt reſort to arguments drawn from a very 


different ſource. We therefore, in the name of the people of theſe 


United Colonies, and by authority, according to the pureſt max - 


ims of repreſentation, derived from them, declare, that whatever 
puniſhment ſhall be inflicted upon any perſons in the power of our 
enemies for favouring, aiding, or abetting the cauſe of American 
hberty, ſhall be retaliated in the ſame kind and the ſame degree 
upon thoſe in our power, who have favoured, aided, or abetted, 
or {hall favour, aid, or abet the ſyſtem of miniſterial oppreſſion. 
The eſſential difference between our cauſe and that of our enemies, 
might juſtify a ſeverer puniſhment : the law of retaliation will un- 
queſtionably warrant one equally ſevere. 

We mean not, however, by this declaration, to occaſion or to 
multiply puniſhments : our ſole view is to prevent them. In this 
unhappy and unnatural controverſy, in which Britons fight againſt 
Britons, and the deſcendants of Britons, let the calamities imme- 
diately incident to a civil war ſuffice. We hope additions will not 
from wantonneſs be made to them on one ſide: we ſhall regret the 
neceſlity, if laid under the neceſſity, of making them on the other. 

Ordered, That the above be publiſhed. 


| read. 


next. 
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It might have been intended 


Reſolved, That the ſame be taken into conſideration an Friday I 
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the 26th regiment, and reſide with them 1 in the places deſtined for 
their reception. 

_ Reſolved, That major Pen. and the officer with him, remain 
in Philadelphia until farther orders from Congrels. 


Ordered, That the preſident inform wajor Preſton of this ids > 
tion. 

A letter from general Waſhiqgton, Gated 28th November, being 
received, was read. = 
Reſolved, That the fame be taken into conſideratign to morrow 

W 4 
The ſeveral matters to this day referred being poſiponed. 
| Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


TrHuzsDar, Dicember + 7, 1775. 
The Congreſs being informed that the women and children ta- 


ken at St. John's, with the baggage, were arrived. 


Reſolved, That it be recommended to the Comtnibice of ſafety of 


the colony of Pennſylvania, to have them removed in the cheapeſt 


manner, at the expence of the United Colonies , to the places al- Ry 
ſigned them. 


Reſolved, That lieut. 8 Cuppaidge of che 26th regiment, 


5 1 permitted to go to New- Vork for a week upon hĩs parole, that | 
be will neither ſpeak nor write to any perſon upon any political 
ſubject, or give any intelligence whatſoever upon ſuch topics, and 


will return to Philadelphia at the end of the week. 
A letter from lord Sterling, dated the 6th, was received and read. 


The Congreſs taking into conſideration the general 8 letter 1 
the 28th ult, came to the following reſolutions: 


Whereas doubts may ariſe reſpecting the true intent and con- 


ſtruction of a certain reſolution of Congreſs, paſſed the 4th day of 


November laſt, empowering the general, in caſe the neceſſity of 


| the ſervice ſhould require it, to call forth the minute- men and mi- 


litia of the New-England colonies. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolution ſhall not l or be con- 
ſtrued to authoriſe the general to call forth the ſaid minute- men or 


militia, without having applied to and obtained the conſent of thoſe 


officers, in whom the executive e of government in 1 thoſe co- 


lonies may be veſted. 


Reſolved, That the e t write letters to the 1 of Maſ- 
ſachuſett's-Bay, the Convention of New- Hampſhire, and the go- 
vernors of Rhode-Iſland and Connecticut, acquainting them with 
the preſent ſtate of the army, and inclofing copies of the reſoluti- 
ons of this Congreſs, relative to the general's being empowered to 
call forth the militia of thoſe governments, on any emergency, and 
requeſting thoſe colonies to exert themſelves in defence of our com- 
mon Iiverties, by affording the general all Ihe aid in their power, 


aud 


a 
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and comply with his requeſt for the aſſiſtance of the militia when. 
ever he may find it neceſſary to apply for it. 


A letter from general Schuyler of the 22d of November, oe 
ther with a copy of a letter from general Mont Pike | of the 17th, 3 


and one from colonel Arnold of the ch © the FOE” _ 
being received were read, 


The ſeveral matters to this diy: referred being poſlponed. 


Adjourned | to ten 0 elock to- morrow. 
Fainar, December 3, : 1775. 


The committee to whom the petition of captain Jenkins, was 
referred, brought in their report, which was read. 


The committee to whom the letter from the committee of in⸗ 
ſpection of the county of Frederic, in Maryland, relative to Al- 
len Cameron, John Smith, and John Connolly, with the papers 

encloſed was referred, brought 1 in their report, which being ta- 


| ken into conſideration. 


Reſelved, That the ſaid Allen Cameron, John Smith, and 


John Connolly, be confined in priſon at Philadel phia at the conti- 
nental expence, until the further order of Congrels. 


Ordered, That the preſident tranſmit a copy of the above reſo⸗ 
lution to the committee of Frederic, and deſire them in purſuance 


thereof to ſend the priſoners under guard to Philadelphia. 


_ Reſolved, That the petition of Jonathan Hudſon, be referred to 


: a 3 of three. 


The members choſen, Mr. Jefferſon, Mr. Pena, and Mr. R. 


Morris, 


The Congreſs taking iuto conſideration the letters from lord 


Stirling came to the following reſolutions. 
Reſolved, That Mr. Thomas Lowry be appointed to ſupply the 
| battalions raiſed in New Jertoy' with the rations and other neceſ- 


ſaries allowed them 3 * of a dollar per ration. 


Neſolved, That Mr. Crane be directed to give Mr. Lowry pro- 
per orders for ſecuring for the uſe of the battalions raiſed in New- 
Jerſey, the blankets in the barracks of that colony. 


Reſolved, That the companies of the two battalions raiſed in 


New-Jerſey not already ordered to the fort on Hudſon's river in 
the highlands 1 in the colony of New-York, be and they are here- 
by ordered to march as foon as they can be furniſhed with bar- 
rack neceſſaries and arms to the city of New-York and there remain 

ill further orders; and that four of the companies ordered to the 


1 in the highlands be likewiſe ſtationed in the city of New- 


Vork till barracks can be fitted up for them in that fort. 
Reſolved, That a ſurgeon be allowed to each battalion in the 
ſervice of the united colonies ; ang that his . be 2 5 dollars per 


calendar month. 


Whereupon 
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Whereupon William Barnet. jun. was elected ſurgeon to lord 
Stirling's, or the firſt battalion raiſed in New- Jerſey. 
Reſolved, That a ſtanding committee compoſed of a member 
from each colony, be appointed to receive the applications, and 
examine into the qualifications of the ſeveral perſons, who apply 
for offices in the American army, and report to Congreſs. 
The members are, Mr. Bartlett, Mr. 8. Adams, Mr. Ward, 
Mr. Dyer, Mr. Jay, Mr. W. Livingſton, Mr. Allen, Mr. 
Rodney, Mr. F. L. Lee, Mr. Penn, and Mr. Lynch. | 
Refeloed, That the part of lord Sterling's letter, which reſpects 
the arreſting and impriſoning ſoldiers for mall ſums, be referred 
to a committee of three. 
The members choſen, Mr. Jay, Mr. Wilſon, and Mr. W. 
Livingſton. . 75 
Reſolved, That Mr. Bedford, the deputy eee gene- 
ral who is now in town, be directed to muſter the battalion raiſed 
in Pennſylvania, and make return to Congreſs as ſoon as poſſible. 
The committee on eſtabliſhing exprelles, brought 1 in their re- 
port, which was read. 
Dradered, That the letter from general Schuyler, with the en- 
cloſed letters from gener al 3 and colonel Arnold, be 


1 publiſhed. | 
= The ſeveral matters to this day referred, being farther poſt- | 
poned. 
= Adjourned to ten © clock to-morrow. 
£4 
i Saru, December 9. 1775. | 
Reſolved, That the committee mee to fit out armed veſſels, 
de empowered to employ the following officers, and that their 
pay be as follows, viz. 
7 Midſhipman 12 dollars per calendar month. 
A "Armourer : -:*. ' 15--do: "Od. - 
9 Sailmaker I do. 
1 "Seaman 0. 06. 08: 
8 Quarter-maſter 9g do. do. 
80 Quarter-gunner 8 do. do. 

den 12 do. do. 

Coxſwain 0. do. 


Pilot according to the uſual rates . when abſolutcly neceſſary, 1 
the commander to give ſuch farther gratuity as may be ma 
for the good of the ſervice. 7 
3 Reſolved, That an order iſſue for raiſing four battalions more in 
the colony of Pennſylvania on the lame terms as the one already 
2 raiſed. 
Neſolved, That a like order iſſue for raiſing one  battali ion in the 
lower counties on Delaware, on the ſame terms as thoſe ordered 
to be raiſed in Pennſylvauſa. 


The 


a 
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The Congreſs took into confiderition the letters from general 
Schuyler, from the 11th of 


Neſolved, That the orders given to genen! Montgomery to 


purchaſe cloathing at Montreal for the e under his command, 


be and are approved. 


Neſolved, That the offices; who are priſoners, be allowed to 1 
Fell their bills for their ſubſiſtance. 


| Refolved, That major Preſton, capt. Kinnear, capt. Gen, 


and major Stopford, pay to the continental treaſurers the ſums | 
advanced them by general Schuyler, and that general Schuyler Þ 
be informed of this reſolution, and deſired to ſend their oo 


tions to the treaſurers. 
Reſolved, That general Montgomery he appointed a major- 


eneral in the army of the united colonies. 


Reſolved, That the ſum of 166 dollars per month be allowed to 
the commander for the time being in the province of Canada, 
and reſiding there for the expence of his table, over and above the 


pay, to which he may be entitled by his commiſſion. | 
Reſolved, That the ſeveral other matters in general Schuyler 8 
letters, and the encloſed papers, except what relates to Mr. 


The members choſen, Mr. Dieiplon, 
Wythe. 
Neſolved, That the ſum of 3000 dollars be advanced to Carpen- 
ter Wharton, who has contracted to ſupply the battalion raiſed in 
Pennſylvania at 7.90 of a dollar per ration, the ſame to be paid him 


Hr. McKean, and Mr. 


on his ſigning the contract, and giving ſecurity for the perfor- 


mance thereof. 

The committee of claims reported, that there is due to Willi- 
am Chew for riding expreſs to the ſalt-petre rock in Virginia, 
and bringing ſamples of the mineral, the ſum of 84.3 dollars. 

Ord:red, That the above be paid. 

Col. Dyer produced an account, amounting to 1956 * 
for medicines bought and forwarded to the camp at Cambridge. 


Reſalved, That an order be drawn on the treaſurers 1 in his favour 


for that ſum. 


The commiſſioners for Indian affairs in 1 middle department, b 


laid before Congreſs the minutes of their proceedings. 
Ordered, That the ſame be referred to Wedneſday next. 
Reſolved, That Monday next be aſſigned for taking into conſi- 
deration the inſtructions to the delegates of Rhode-Iſland. 
The ſeveral matters to this day referred being A e 
Adjourned to ten o'clock on Monday. 


MorxpAx, 


ovember incluſive, and 9 
came to the following reſolutions. 
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Phelps, be referred to a committee of three, who are to take the F 
| fame into conſideration and report thereon to Congreſs. 
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| Monnar, December 11, 1775. 


2 letter from gen. Waſhington, dated zoth of November: 


being received, was read, together with an invoice of ſtores on 
board the Nancy tranſport, taken by the ſchooner Lee, captain 
Manley, alſo a letter from the Convention of New-York, dated 


5th inſtant. 


The committee to whom that part of lord stirling 8 i re- 


ſpecting the arreſting and impriſoning ſoldiers for ſmall ſums was 


referred, brought in their report. 


Agrecable to the order of the as; the Congreſs took 1010 
conſideration the inſtructions given to the N of Te | 
7 Iſland, and after debate thereon, | 


| Reſelved, That a committee be appointed to deviſe ways and 


means for furniſhing theſe colonies with a naval armament, and 
report with all convenient ſpeed. 


Reſolved, That the committee confiſt of a member from each 


colony, viz. Mr. Bartlett, Mr. S. Adams, Mr. Hopkins, Mr. 


Deane, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crane, Mr. Morris, Mr. Read, Mr. 


Paca, Mr. R. H. Lee, Mr. Hewes, and Mr. Gadſden. 


The Congreſs then took into conſideration the report of the 


committee on the petition of Thomas Jenkins, of the iſland of 
Nantucket, for licence to ſell his cargo of oil in this city, and to 


purchaſe a cargo of proviſions and fuel for the neceſſary uſe of the 


inhabitants of ſaid iſland, and the ſame was agreed to as follows : 


Reſolved, That the vigilance and zeal of the committee of the 


eity and liberties of Philadelphia, in preventing the ſaid Jenkins's 


cargo from being ſold 9 to the reſolutions of Congreſs 1 18 
highly approved. : 
Reſolved, That it appears to this Bee that the inhabi- 


'tants of ſaid iſland are at preſent in great diſtreſs for want of the 
neceſſaries of life. 


Reſolved, That humanity requires that Cone 3 meaſures be 


takin by the Congreſs, to enable the ſaid inhabitants to ſupply X 
themſelves with neceſſary fuel and proviſions. _ 


Reſolved, That the ſelect-men of the town of e in 


Nantucket, prepare an eſtimate of the quantity of fuel and provi- 
fions neceſſary for the uſe of ſaid inhabitants, and lay it before 
three or more juſtices of the peace, for the county of Barnſtable, 
in the colony of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, atteſted by the oath or affir- | 


mation of the ſaid ſelect- men; and that the ſaid juſtices be em- 


powered to grant licences under their hands to any maſter or owner 
of veſſels in the ſaid iſland, to import fuel and proviſions from the 


colonies of Maſſachuſett's-Bay, Rhode-Iſland, Connecticut, 
New-York, New-Jerſey, Pennſylvania, lower counties on Dela- 
ware, or Maryland, not * cxceeding the quantities ſpecified in ſaid 


climate. | 
Oo : Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, Whereas it appears that the ſaid inhabitants are in im- 
mediate danger of ſuffering for want of the neceſſaries of life, that 


the ſaid capt. Jenkins be permitted, under the inſpection of the 


Committee of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, to unload and 
ſell his preſent cargo, and to purchaſe a cargo of fuel and provi- 
ſions, provided he ſhall firſt make oath or affirmation before a ma- 


giſtrate, and give bond, that the ſame is, bona fide, intended for 
the internal conſumption of the ſaid inhabitants, and that he will 
uſe his utmoſt endeavours, that it ſhall not fall into the hands of the 
enemies of the United Colonies. I 


The Committee to whom the petition of Jonathan Hudlou was 


referred, reported their opinion in certain N Which be- 5 


ing read, were agreed to, as follows: 


Neſolved, That ſo much of the ſaid petition as prays. for per- 7 


miſſion to export his cargo to any place, other than the iſlands of 
Great-Britain, Ireland, Jerſey, Guernſey, Sark, Alderney, or 
Man, or the Weſt-India iſlands, is reaſonable. 


Reſolved, That ſo much of the ſaid petition as prays for farther 


| permiſſion i is unreaſonable. 


Reſolved, That the ſaid petitioner give bond, with ſufficient 3 


curity, to the chairman of the Committee of the town of Balti- 
more, under a penalty of double the value of ſaid cargo, to e xport. 
the ſaid cargo to ſome place other than the iſlands of Great-Bri- 


tain, Ireland, Jerſey, Guernſey, Sark, Alderney, Mann, and 


the iſlands of the Weſt-Indies; and within fix months after the ſaid 
exportation, to produce to the ſaid chairman a certificate of the 
port, to which the ſaid cargo ſhall have been ſhipped, authenti- 


cated under the hands of two merchants of known characters and. 
reputation, reſiding in the ſame port; and that on executing ſuch 
bond, the ſaid chairman fign a permit to the ſaid petitioner, al- 
lowing him to export the ſaid cargo. 


The Congreſs reſuming the ſubſect of emitting bills of credit. 


Reſolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed to ſign and 


number the bills ordered to be admitted, viz. Samuel Morris, Fre- 


derick Kuhl, Stephen Collins, Nicholas Garriſon, Matthew Clark- 


ſon, Samuel C. Morris, Thomas Barclay, Anthony Morris, jun. 


James Wharton, Benjamin Fuller, Joel Evans, Andrew Bunner, 
John Meaſe, Thomas Coombe, John Bayard, Robert 'Tuckniſs, 
Iſaac Hazlehurſt, Thomas Morris, Samuel Caldwell, John Pur- 


viance, Mordecai Lewis, George Campbell, Joſeph Parker, Da- 
niel Clymer, Joſeph Watkins, jun. John Shee, Phineas Bond, 
33 Read, Robert Roberts, John Ord, Iſaac Howell, William 
Webb, Jonathan B. Smith, Cornelius Barnes, Thomas Smith, and 


William Criſpin. - 
Neſolr ed, That each bill be ſigned and numbered by two of the 


foregoing gentlemen. 
"i petition from Mr. Phelps was preſented and read. 
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Ordered, That the ſame be taken into conſideration to-morrow. 
The Committee appointed to examine the qualifications of per- 


| Tons applying for offices, Oc. reported Dr. Boyd as proper for the 


office of ſurgeon to the battalion raiſed in 1 Pennſylvania, and Mr. 
Patterſon adjutant, whereupon _ | 
Dr Boyd was unanimouſly elected. 


A eetition from David Beveridge, being laid before Congrefe | 
and read. 5 


Neſslocd, That the ſame be ler to a committee of hes: 


The members choſen, Mr. Jay, Mr. Read, and Mr. Jefferſon. 
Ne Hod, That an order be drawn on the trenturers for the ſum 


of 299% dollars, in favour of the Committee of correſpondence. 
S z/y21, That to-morrow be.aflipned to take into confideration 
the report of the Committee of ee ee reſpecting Boſton. 
A&A letter from the commiſſioners for Indian affairs in the ſouthern 


departinent, encloſing ſundry papers, was received and read. 


The Committee on the credit of paper e brought in 


their report. 


The fevera) matters to this 57 referred being podtponed. 
Adjourned to ten o clock to-morrow. 


Fein December 12, 1775. 


Reſolved, That the intercepted letters of Brooke Watſon, and 

85 che i invoice of the cargo on board the brig Nancy tranſport, taken 
by the ſchooner Lee, captain Manly, be publiſhed. 

— Sundry letters relative to a cargo of molaſſes, taken out of the 
| brig Nancy; alſo a letter from the committee of Trenton, enclofin 

a a parole ſigned by the officers there, were laid betore Congreſs and 


read. 
The committee appointed to prepare letters of thanks to the 


three general officers in the northern army, reported draughts, 


which being read and approved. 


Ordered, That they be ſigned by the preſident and tranſmitted. 


The Committee on general pa och 8 letters N in thelr 


8 report, which was read. 


Reſolved, That the allowance for a table, WT to the comman- 


der for the time being in Canada, be granted to gen. Montgomery 


from the time he entered Canada. 


Reſolved, That this Congreſs will make a preſent of a ſword of 
the value of one hundred dollars, to captain Henry B. Livingſton, 
as a teſtimony of their ſenſe of his ſervice to this country, and that 
they will embrace rhe firſt opportunity of promoting him in the 
army. 


Reſolved, That the ſum of 120,000 dollars be advanced to the 
colony of Rhode-Iſland, in part of their account againſt the Unit- 


ed Colonies, to be paid out of the emiſſion laſt ordered, the ſaid 


colony to be accoun' abc for the ſame, 
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Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congreſs took into con- 
ſideration the report of the Committee of conference, and after de- 
bate. 
Refolved, That the Congreſs will to-morrow reſolve itſelf into 2 


Committee of the whole to take this matter into farther conſidera- | 


tion. . 
The ſeveral matters to this day referred being pond: 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


e „n 13, 1775. 


A letter from general Waſhington of the 4th inſtant, enclofing 


ſundry papers, being received was read. 
The Committee appointed to deviſe ways and means for fittin 


out a naval armament, brought in their report, which veg. read | 


and debated was agreed to, as follows: 
That five ſhips of 32 guns, five of 28 guns, three of 24 guns, 


. making 1 in the whole thirteen, can be fitted for the ſea probably by 


the laſt of March next, viz. in New- Hampſhire one, in Maſſa- 
chuſſetts- Bay two, in Connecticut one, in Rhode-Iſland two, in 
New-York two, in Pennſylvania four, and in Maryland one. 

That the colt of theſe hips, ſo fitted, will not be more than 


66,6663 dollars each, on an average, allowing two compleat 


ſuits 5 1 ſails for each ſhip, equal i in The whole to 866 6663 dol- 


lars. 
That the tics for fitting them may be all furniſhed in theſe 
colonies, except the articles of canvas and gun-powder ; and that 


therefore it will be proper the Congreſs direct the moſt ſpeedy 


and eſfectual means of importing the ſaid articles of canvas and 


powder; that of the former 7500 Pieces will be wanted, and Fant 
of the latter one hundred tons. 

Reſolved, That a committee be 3 with full powers to 
carry the ſaid report into execution with all poſſible expedition, 


(except what relates to canvas and powder) at the pense of the 


United Colonies. 
Neſolved, That the appointment of this committee be deferred 


till to-morrow. = 
Reſolved, That it be an inſtruction to the Secret Committee to 


embrace the beſt and earlieſt opportunities to procure the may 


of duck and powder in the above report. 


Mr. Willing, one of the Secret Committee, deſiring to be ex- 


cuſed on account of his living out of town, which rendered it im- 
practicable for him to attend the committee, which uſually meets 
in the evening. 


| Repolved, That he be excuſed, and that another be elected 1 in his 
room. 
The member choſen, Mr. R. Morris. 


Reſolved, That when this Congreſs thall TRIS , It will be ne- 
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eeſſary to appoint a Committee to ſit during the adjournment, for 
the purpoſe of ſuperintending the treaſury, carrying on neceſſary 


correſpondence, and ſuch other ſervices as ſhall be directed by 


_ Congreſs, 


Reſolved, That a committee of See be appointed to conſider and 


prepare inſtructions for the Committee above mentioned. 


The members choſen, Mr. Jefferſon, Mr. Hooper, Dr. Franklin, 
Mr. Jay, and Mr. Deane. 
Reſolved, That the Committee appointed to fit out armed veſ- 


ſels, be authoriſed to give able bodied ſeaman, that may be will- 
ing to enter on board the ſhips of war of the United S eight 


dollars per calendar month. 
Information being given that ſundry perſons in this city have 


i lately ſold tea. 


Neſolved, That the conſideration of this matter be referred to 


Friday next. 


The ſeveral matters to this day referred being poſtponed. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


Tuvkenay, Reni 14, 1775. 
| Reſolved, That on the meeting of Congreſs, half an hour every 


morning be employed in reading the corrected copy of the Journal, 
till the whole is gone through. 


Reſolved, That every morning the minutes of the preceding day 


be read, before the Congreſs enter on new buſineſs. | 


Reſolved, That the corrected journal, after being read, be tranſ- 


cribed, and ſent to the preſs. 


Agreeable to the order of the day, the Congreſs proceeded to 


the appointment of a committee to carry into execution the reſolu- 
tions of Congreſs for fitting out a naval armament. 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee conſiſt 7 a member from 


each colony. 


_ Reſolved, That the choice be by ballot. 
The members choſen, Mr, Bartlett Mr. Hancock, Mr. How: 


Kins Mr. Deane, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Crane, Mr. R. Morris, Mr. 


Read, Mr. Chaſe, Mr. R. HH. Lee, Mr. Hewes, Mr. Gadſden, 


and Mr. Houſton. 


Congreſs took into confideration general Walkngton: $ letter of 


the 4th, whereupon 


Reſolved, That the bone Nen in the report of the com- 
mittee on the general's letter relative to tranſports be recommitted. 
Neſolved, That lieutenant Hay of the 7th regiment, who is now 
a priſoner, have liberty to return to Great-Britain on his parole 
not to take up arms againit America during the pr eſent conteſt be- 


tween Great -Britain and theſe colonies. 


A petition from Peter Berlon was preſented to Congreſs and 
read. 


Reſolved, 
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Re/+lved, That the ſaid petition, with the papers cs 


it, be referred to a committee of three. 
The members choſen, Mr. E. Rutledge, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. 
Smith. 
The ſeveral matters to this day referred being further poſtponed. 
| Adjourned to ten o clock to-morrow. 


Frivay, December TH 1775. 
Inf ormation being given to Congreſs, that capt. Motte, Who 


had the charge of conducting the priſoners to Reading, and other 7 


towns in Pennſylvania, having N that lervice, was return- 
ed to this city. 


Reſolved, That the committee appointed to diſtribute the pri- 


Toners, confer with capt. Motte, and report to Congreſs. 
Reſolved, That the Committee of ſafety for the colony of Penn- 


ſylvamia, be requeſted to recommend proper perſons for field offi- 


cers of the four battalions to be raiſed in the ſaid colony. 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee appoint proper perſons for 


" officers i in the ſaid battalions, under the rank of majors. 
Neſolved, That fimilar orders be given to the Committee of ſafe- 
ty of the lower counties on Delaware, for recommending 


raiſed in that colony. 
Reſolved, That Meſſrs. George Meade aa company, 8 


of the city of Philadelphia, be permitted to export from the colo- 
ny of Virginia, ſo much of the produce of that country, as ſhall 


be equal in value to any quantity of ſalt, not exceeding ſix thou- 


ſand buſhels, which they ſhall carry and ſafely deliver there to the 


Committee of ſafety or their order, who are empowered to regulate 
the prices of the ſaid produce and ſalt; and that the ſaid George 
Meade and company, having given to the delegates of the ſaid 


colony in this city bond with ſufficient ſecurity, under a penalty 
of double the value of the ſaid ſalt, that they will not carry any 
produce of the ſaid colony, which they may receive in return for 


their ſalt, to the iſlands of Great-Britain, Ireland, Jerſey, Guern- 
ſey, Sark, Alderney, or Man, or to the Weſt-India iſlands, and 


producing to the Committee of ſafety of the ſaid colony a certiſi- 


cate thereof, ſigned by the ſaid delegates here, ſhall have a permit 


under the hand of the chairman of the ſaid Committee of ſafety to 


export the ſaid produce, the ſaid permit being to be endorſed on, 
or annexed to a manifeſt of the cargo exported. 


The committee appointed to prepare inſtructions for the com- 
mittee who are to ſit during the receſs of Congreſs, brovght 1 in their 


report, which was read. 
The Committee of claims reported that there is due, 


To Robert Erwin, waggon-maſter, for the carriage of cloathing 


to Dobb's ane bf the ſum of 40 dollars. = 
0 


71 


field 


officers, and appointing inferior offices, for — battalion to be 
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To Philip F Eſq. for printing, Gc. the ſum of $6.2 


dollars. 


To ſundries, for proviſions, &c. furniſhed to 6370 companies 
of riffle- men, the ſum of 212 dollars, to be paid to 2 Wiſner, 
Eſq.. 

To the Committee of obſervation at Prince Town, for ſundry 
expences, and ſor proviſions furniſhed ſeveral rifle companies, the 


ſum of 94.3 dollars, to be paid to Thomas Higgins. 


Ordered, That the ſaid accounts be paid. 
The Committee to whom the ſecond reſolution i in the report, re- 


lative to tranſports, was recommitted, brought in their report, 
which was read. 


The ſeveral matters to this day referred, bring further poſtponed. 
* to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


- 


SarvaDar, 3 16, 1998: - 
A letter from gen. Waſhington of the 7th being received, was 


A letter . the Convention of New-York of the oth being laid 


a 1 Congreſs and read. 


Ordered, That this be referred to the Committee 0 on n the credit of 
the Continental currency, 


Reſolved, That the Committee appointed to carry i into execution 


the reſolutions of Congreſs relative to a naval armament, be empow- 
ered to draw on the treaſurers from time to time for any ſums, not 


exceeding 500,000 dollars, for carrying laid refolutions into exe- 


Reſolved, That the delegates of Virgina 1 Maryland, be A | 


Committee to prepare inſtructions for Colonel Irvine. 


The Committee appointed to confer with capt. Motte, brought 
in a report, which was read. 


The Committee of claims reported, that there 1s > to Joſiah Feſ- 


ſenden, for riding expreſs three times to the camp at Cambridge, 
and once to Rhode -Iſland, and for expences and hor ſe hire, a bal- 


lance amounting to 126 dollars. 


To Daniel King, for 36 days hire a fulky for aid ]. Feſſen- 


den, the ſum of 18 dollars, 


Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 
Capt White Eyes, a Delaware chief who came down with the 


commiſſioners for Indian affairs in the middle department, being 


introduced to Congreſs, the prendent addreſſed him in the follows 
ing manner. 


% Brother Captain White £ yes. 


We are glad to ſee you, and we bid you welcome to this council 
fire kindled for all the United Colonies. 


We have heard of your friendſhip for your brethren, the white 
people, aud how uſeful you have been! in preſerving peace and har- 
mony 
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mony between your nation and us, and we thank you for thoſe 


ſervices. 


We are pleaſed that the Delawares intend to embrace chriſtianity, 
we will ſend you, according to your deſire, a miniſter and a ſchool 


maſter to inſtruct you in the principles of religion, and other parts 


of uſeful knowled ge. 


We ſhall be happy in improving every opportunity that mall offer 

for convincing your nation, and all other nations of Indians, of 
our friendly diſpoſit ion towards them. 

Hefore you leave this city we will give you ſome particular teſti. 

mony of our regard for you.“ 

The Congreſs taking iuto confideration the report of the Com- 


mittee, who conferred with capt. Motte. 


__ Upon motion made, Reſolved, That the officers be diſtributed 
in ſuch places as are molt agreeable to themſelves, obſerving always 

the former reſolutions of Congreſs on this ſubject, and that the offi- | 
cers and privates be not ſtationed in the ſame places, until the far- 


ther orders of Congreſs. 
Refolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to confer 


with major Preſton, and with him fix on an agent to negociate his 
bills; and with the money ariſing from the ſale of {aid bills, to ſup- _ 
_ ply the priſoners taken at St. John's, with cloathing and other ne- 
ceſlaries. 
The members choſen, Mr. M-Kean, Mr. R. H. Lee, and Mr. | 
8. Adams. 
Reſolved, That the privates who are priſoners, and have been 
left by capt. Motte at Lancaſter, be allowed to remain in that place 


till the further orders of Congrels, 
 Refilced, That a ſum not exceeding 80 dollars be paic to capt. 
Motte, being ſo much advanced and paid by him for necellaries to 
his men in CORSUOINE the priſoners. 

Refolued, That the diſtribution of the priſoners made by capt. 


Motte be approved. 
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my ved, That it be a anding rule of Congreſs, that no perſon 1 


be allowed to make any motion after 12 0 clock, without ſpecial f 
lcare, until the orders of the da ayare either determined or r put off to 


another day. 
A petition from ſundry W of Philadelphia, was preſented 


and read. 


Neſolved, That 5 ſame be bre to a Committee of ha: 


'T he members choſen, Mr. Morris, Mr, Jefferſon > and Mr. Hoo- 


per. 
The Committee to whom the petition of Mr. Bev eridge was re- 


ferred, brought in their report which was read. 
Ordered, to lie on the table. 
The ſeveral matters to this day referred being poſtponed. | 


Adjo: zurned to ten o'clock on n Monday, 
Monvar, 
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"Monoar; December 18, 1776. 
The Commitice appointed to confer with major Preſton, report- 


ed their proceedings, and that they had not yet come to a concluſi- 


on with him on the matter given them in charge, 
Reſolved, That major Preſton have leave to go with capt. Motte 


to Lancaſter, and to remain there ten days, if he chuſe to tarry 
fo long. 

Neſolved, That a copy of the reſolutions of Congreſe relative to 

the diſpoſal of the priſoners, and of the parole to be ſigned by the 


officers, be ſent to the Committee of inſpection of Lancaſter; and 


that an order iſſue to the ſaid Committee to take the parole of the 
_ officers there, and tranſmit the ſame to Congreſs. 
Reſolved, That an order be drawn on the treaſurers in favour of 


capt. Edward Motte, for the farther ſum of 80 dollars, he to be 
accountable for the ſame. 

Sundry affidavits from Wyoming relative to diſturbances there, 
between the people of Connecticut and e — laid be- 


fore the Congreſs and read; | 
After debate, Reſolved, That the conſideration of this matter be 
referred till to-morrow. 


Letters from gen. Schuyler, with ſundry letters and papers en- 
” cloſed being received, were read. | 


Reſolved, That the ſame be hs to a S of three, 


The ſundry matters to this day f being poſtponed. 


Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


Torr, December 19, 1775. 
 Refolved, That the Committee of ſafety of Pennfylvania be re 


queſted to ſupply the armed veſſels, which are nearly ready to fail, 


with four tons of gun powder, at the continental expence. 
That the ſaid Committee be requeſted to procure and lend the 

ſaid veſſels as many ſtands of ſmall arms as they can ſpare, not ex- 

ceeding 400, to be repaid by the Congreſs either in kind or value, 


as the Committee may deſire. 


That if the powder & arms that may be bp a lent to the 


continent for the uſe of the ſaid armed veſſels thall not be replaced 
on or before the firſt day of February next, the Congreſs engages 
that their whole influence and authority ſhall then be exerted | im- 


mediately, to replace the ſame by procuring powder and arms fre om 
ſome other part of the continent. 


Refolved, That if the powder ſupplied aud lent to the continent 


by the city of New-York ſhall not he replaced on or before the firſt 


of February next, the Congreſs engages that their whole influence 
and authority ſhall then be exerted immediately v0 replace the ſame 


by providing powder from ſome other part of the continent. 


Ep A grecable 


The members e Mr. Hooper, Mr. M Kean, and Mr. Jets 
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Agreeable to the order of the day the Congreſs reſumed the con- 
ſideration of the general's letter, and the report of the Committee 


on the ſecond reſolution in their former report, which was recom- 


mitted, and thereupon came to the following reſolution: 
Neſolved, That all tranſport veſſels in the ſame ſervice having or on 
board any troops, arms ammunition, cloathing, proviſions, mili- 


tary, or naval ſtores of what kind ſoever, and all veſſels to whom 


ſoever belonging that ſhall be employed in carrying proviſions or 
other neceſſaries to the Britiſh army or armies, or navy, that now 


are or ſhall hereafter be within any of the United Colonies, or any 


goods, wares, or merchandizes, for the uſe of ſuch fleet and army 


hall be liable to ſeizure, and with their cargoes ſhall be confiſcated. 


The Committee on the qualifications of officers applying, c 
brought in a report, which was read. 
Ordered, to lie on the table. 


The Committee on the ſtate of Virginia, brought i in their report 


which being read. 
Ordered, to lie on the vale; | 
A letter from gen. Waſhington being received, was 4 
The ſeveral matters to this day referred, being e 
Adjourned to ten o clock to-morrow. 


'Wapuz5Da Yo December, 20, 1775. 
The Committee of claims report, that there is due to ſundry per- 
ſons for neceſſaries furniſhed to the riffle companies in Virginia, the 
ſum of 640.5 dollars, and that the ſame ought to be paid to 'Tho- 


mas Rutherford. 


To Rebecca Revnolds a: horſe hire. the ſum of 6.9 dollars. and 
the ſame ought to be paid to Henry Wiſner, Eſq. _ 
Ordered, That the above be paid. 


Neſolved, That orders be drawn on the ts in favour of 


the reverend Mr. Elihu Spencer, and the reverend Mr. Alexander 
M'whorter, who have undertaken to go to North-Carolina for the 


ſum of 120 dollars each, e three months advance they to be ac- 
countable. 


The Congreſs took into e the report of the Commit- 


tee on the petition of David Beveridge, which was agreed to; 


whereupon, 


Reſolved, That the ſaid petition 18 e Bu © 3 Reſelved, never- 3 


theleſs, that for the more ſpeedy arming theſe Colonies the ſaid 


America (live Rock and lumber excepted) to any part of the world 
except Great- Britain, the Britiſh Iſlands, Ireland, or the Britiſh Weſt 
Indies, on his giving bond with ſufficient ſecurity in double the a- 


David Beveridge be permitted to export a cargo of the produce of 


mount of the IE cargo to the chairman of the Committee of infpec- 4 
tion of the city and liberties of Philadelphia, or to ſuch perſons ae the 
ſaid Committee ſhall appoint, that he will import into theſe Colonies 


by the lirſt day of June next, the amount of the proceeds of the 3 
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ſaid cargo, in arms, ammunition, or ſalt- petre, od ſhall diſpoſe 
of the ſame to the Congreſs for the uſe of the United Colonies, at 


ſuch reaſonable prices, as by the Committee of inſpection of the 


place in which the veſſel ſhall arrive ſhall be aſcertained and deter- 
mined. 

The Congreſs refumed the conſideration of the general's letters, 
and thereupon came to the following reſolution: 

Reſolved, That the ſeveral veſſels heretofore taken and red] in- 

o Maſſachuſett's-Bay by the armed veſſels in the ſervice of the U- 


19054 Colonies, be procceded againſt by the rules of the law of na- 
tions, and libelled in the courts of admiralty erected in ſaid colony. 


'The C ongreſs taking into conſideration the diſpute between the 


people of Pennſylvania and Connecticut, on the waters of Suſ- 


e came to the following reſolution. 

. Whereas a diſpute ſubſiſts between ſome of the inhabitants of the 
colony of Connecticut, ſettled under the claim of the ſaid colony 5 
on the lands near Wyoming, on the Suſquehannah river, and in the 
Delaware country, and the inhabitants ſettled under the claim of 


the Proprietors of Pennſylvania, which diſpute, it is apprehended 


will if not ſuſpended during the preſent troubles in theſe colonies, | 


be productive of pernicious conſequences, which Nay be very pre- 


judicial to the common intereſt of the United Colonies, therefore, 
Neſelved, That it is the opinion of this Congreſs, and it is ac- 


cordingly recommended, that the contending parties immediately 
ceaſe all hoſtilities, and avoid every appearance of force, until the 


_ diſpute can be legally decided; that all the property taken and de- 


tained bereſtored to the original owners; that no interruption be gi- 


ven by either party to the free paſſing and repaſſing of perſons be- 


having themſelves peaceably through the diſputed territory, as well 
buy land as water, without moleſtation of either perſons or pro- 


perty; that all perſons ſeized and detained on account of ſaid 


diſpute, on either ſide, be diſmiſſed and permitted to go to their 


reſpective homes; and that, things being put in the ſame ſituation 
they were before the late unhappy conteſt, they continue to behave 


themſelves peaceably on their reſpectire poſſeſſions and improve- 


ments, until a legal deciſion can be had on ſaid diſpute, or this 
Congreſs ſhall take further order thereon ; and nothing herein done 


ſhall be conſtrued in prejudice of the claim of either party. 


Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 


© 


13 Wieder 21, 1775. 


Ordered, That an authentic copy of the reſolution paſſed yeſter- 
day relative to the diſpute between the people of Connecticut and 
Pennſylvania, be tranſmitted to the contending parties. 

The Convention of Maryland having added two new members to 
their delegates, one of them attending produced the credentials of. 
their appointment which were read and are as follows: | 


Annapolis 
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Annapolis ( Maryland). In Provincial Convention, Dec. 9, 1775. 
Neſolved, That Robert Alexander and John Rogers, Eſquires, 
together with thoſe already appointed, be deputies to repreſent 
this province in the continental Congreſs, and that the ſaid depu- 
ties or any three or more of them, have full and ample power to 


conſent and agree to all meaſures, which ſuch Congreſs ſhall deem 


neceſſary and effectual to obtain a redreſs of American grievances, 


and be authoriſed to repreſent and act for this province in any 
continental Congreſs, which may be held before the 25th day of 


March next. 
Extrad from the minutes, . . 
G. DovaLL. Clerk.” 
The Congreſs took into confideraticn the report of the Dus 


tee on the qualifications of officers applying, &c. and the fame 
being debated. 


Reſolved, That 40 1ron Potts be provided for the ſoldiers, while 
inthe barracks near Philadelphia. 
Reſolved, That the commiſſioned{officers of TRY company be al- 
lowed every week a quarter of : a cord of hickory, c or other wood 1 in 
| proportion. 


Reſolved, That there be eorided- for the battalion raiſed In 5 


Pennſylvania, one hundred haverſacks, a camp kettle for every fix 


men, a tomahawk, canteen, cartouch box, knapſack, and two 


belts for each man. 


Neſolved, That a coat of 8 be provided for each ſoldier, 


and that what the coat coſts more than the hunting ſhirt, which 


was to have been given them, be deducted from their wages. 
Neſolved, That the ſaid battalion be paid one month's pay as 
ſoon as may be, that afterwards they receive monthly half a months 


pay only until ſo much is retained, as will amount to the money 
advanced for their fire arms, clothing, Kc. after which they 
ſhall receive their full pay monthly. 


Refolved, That it be recommended to the Cooumittes of ſafety of 


Pennſylvania to provide arms, for the three companies which are 

ordered to march; and alſo to provide the articles ordered above 
for the uſe of the ſaid battalion, and likewiſe to furaiſh the ſaid bat- 

talion with drums, colours and fifes. 


Dr. James Holmes was choſen ſurgeon to col. Maxwell's regi- 


„ment. 


Matthias Halſted, was elected quarter-maſter to lord Sterling" . 
regiment. 
 Refolved, That the Committee on the qualifications of officers 
&c. be directed to procure proper medicine cheſts for the battalion 
raiſed in Pennſylvama and New-Jerley. 
The Congreſs then reſolved itſelf into a Committee & the whole 
to take into conſideration that part of the report of the Committee 


of 
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ve of conference, relative to an atack on Boſton, and after ſome time 


© ſpent thereon, the preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward, re- 
ported that the Committee had taken into conſideration the mat- 


ter referred to them, but not having come to a determination there- 
on deſired him to move for leave to fit again. 


Reſolved, That this Congreſs will to-morrow morning reſolwe ! it- 
ſelf into a Committee of the whole, to take into their farther con- 
ſideration the report of the Committee of conference, relative to 
the attack on Boſton. | | 
Reſolved, That Mr. McKean, Mr. Lee, and Mr. 8 Adams be 
a Committee to conſider what allowance ſhould be made to the o- 
fiicers, who are priſoners, for their ſupport. 


Re/olved, That Mr. Regonrule, a Canadian priſoner at . : 


be permitted to come to Philadelphia, and there. wait the orders 
of Congreſs. | 
Adjourned to ten 0 'clock to-morrow. 


| Faivay, December, 22, 1775. 


A letter from gen. Schuyler of the 14th; alſo a letter from hed 
Sterling of the ſame date, and a letter from capt. Le : being 


received, were read. 


The Committee appointed to fit out armed veſſels, laid before 
_ Congrels a lift of the officers by them appointed, agr eeable to the 


Powers to them given by Congreſs, viz. 
Ezek Hopkins, Eſq; commander in chief of the fleet. 
Dudley Saltontall, capt. of the Alfred. 
Abraham Whipple, capt. of the Columbus. 
Nicholas Biddle, capt. of the Andrew Doria. 
John Burrows Hopkins, capt. of the Cabot. 


Firſt lieutenants. John Paul Jones, Rhodes Arnold, Stanſ- 


- bar Herſted Hacker, Jonathan Pitcher. 

Second lieutenants. Benjamin Seabury, Joſeph Gier, Eliſha 
Warner, Thomas Weaver, M'Dougall. 

Third licutenants. John Fanning, Ezekiel Burroughs, Daniel 


Vau ghan. 


Neſolved, That the pay of the commander i in chief of the fleet be 


125 dollars per calender month. 


Reſolved, That commiſſions be granted to the above officers 


agreeable to their rank in the above appointment. 

Reſolved, That the Committee for fitting out armed veſſels, iſſue 
warrants to all officers employed in the fleet under the rank of third 
lieutenants. 


Re/alved, That the ſaid Committee be directed (as a Wert Com- 


mittee ) to give ſueh inſtructions to the commanderof the fleet, touch- 


ing the operations of the ſhips under his command, as ſhall appear 


9 the ſaid Committee moſt conducive to the defence of the United 


Colonies, 
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Colonies, and to the diſtreſs of the enemies naval forces and veſſels 


bringing ſupplies to their fleets and armies, and lay ſuch inſtruct- 
ions before the Congreſs when called for. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee be directed to confider FR 
the ſhares of the prizes allotted to the captors ought to be divided 
between the officers and men, and report to Congreſs. . 

Reſolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to confer with 
the Indians lately arrived, and report to Congreſs. - 

The members choſen, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. 8. A- 

dams. 
Agreeable to the order af the day the Congreſs reſolved itlelt ir in- 
to a Committee of the whole, to take into farther conſideration the 


report of the Committee of conference relative to an attack on Boſ- 
ton, and after ſome time ſpent thereon, the preſident reſumed the 


chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the committee had taken into 

conſideration the matter referred to them, and had come to a re- 
ſolution thereon, which he was ready to report. 
the Committee being read, was agreed to as follows: 


RNeſolved, That if gen. Waſbington and his council of war ſhould 
be of opinion, that a ſucceſsful attack may be made on the troops 
in Boſton, he do it in any manner he may think expedient, not- 


0 ithſtanding the town and property in it may thereby be deſtroyed. 
Reſolved, That the quarter-maſter general have the rank of a co- 
lonel in the army of the United Colonies. 
The Committee of claims reported that there is due, 
To Benjamin Harriſon, Efq. for his expences in his late j Jour- 
ney to Maryland, the ſum of 72.4 dollars. 
Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 


Ordered, That the examination of Connolly and the others ta- 


| ken with him, allo the papers found 1 in fad Connolly 8 poſſeſſion 


be printed. 


22 ed, That Mr. Jefferſon, Mr. Hooper, Dr. Franklin, Mr. 


Jay, and Mr. Deane, be a committee to examine the Journals, and 


lay before Congreſs a liſt of the matters therein that are unfiniſhed, 


and which are proper to be acted upon. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. : 


Sarvrnay; December 23. 1775. 


A letter from lord Sterling of the 19th being received, was read 
A petition from Seth Paddock, maſter of the ſloop Mayflower, 
and Sylvanus Coffin, maſter of the ſchooner Dolly, of thi iſland 


of Nantucket, was preſented to Congreſs and read. 


Neſolved, That the ſaid petition be referred to a committee of 


three, and that it be an inſtruction to ſaid committee, to enquire 
what quantity of proviſions and fuel is neceſſary for the annual in- 


ternal conſumption of the inhabitants of ſaid iſland of Nantucket, 


and 
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and what quantity has been exported from the different ports of 


the United Colonies, during the preſent month of December. 
The members choſen, Mr. M- . Mr. r and Mr. 

Sherman. 
One of the Committee appointed to repair to Ticonders a, and 

confer with general Schuyler, being returned, Jaid before Congreſs 


A report of their proceedings, which was read. 


The Committee of claims reported that there is due, N 
To Ephraim Blaine, for expences incurred by the treaty with 


the weſtern Indians, and paid by him, the ſum of f 533 : 19: 4, 


and that there is due to Ephraim Steel for ſundries furniſhed two 
rifle companies, the ſum of { 14: 8, which ought to be paid to 
the ſaid Blaine; and alſo 4/8 due to John M*<Kee, of which two 


laſt ſums there ought to be charged to the Continent, the ſum of 


2% = 13.3 dollars, for two cwt. lead, and the remainder to the 


companies reſpectively, the whole being 1462.9 dollars. 


Ordered, That the ſame be paid. 
The Committee to whom the application from the Convention of : 


| the colony of New-York, for the loan of , 45000 was referred, 
: brought i in their report, whick being read, was agreed to, as follows: 


Notwithſtanding it appears to this Committee that the credit of 


the colony of New- Vork is unqueſtionable, and their application 
for the loan of . 45000 was ſuggeſted by diſintereſted principles, 


yet, that it SE not be adviſeabie, in the opinion of this Com- 


mittee, for the Congreſs to make the loan propoſed. 


The Committee appointed to confer with the Indians, made re- 
port of their proceedings which was read. 


Whereas the colony of Connecticut has by a certain a of their 


Aſſembly reſolved, that no farther ſettlements be made on the lands 
diſputed between them and Penplylvanis,. without licence from the 


Taid Aﬀembly. 


Reſolved, 4 hat it be recommended to the caloby of Connecticut 
not to introduce any ſettlers on the ſaid lands, till the farther order 
of this Congrets, until the ſaid diſpute ſhall be ſettled. | 

The Committee on the:ftate of the treaſury brought i in a report, 


which being read, and in part debated. 


Reſolved, That the farther conſideration thercof be poſtponed. 

The Committee appointed to conſider what articles are neceſſa- 
ry for the army, brought in their report, which was read. 

The Committee to whom the petition of Peter Berton was re- 


ferred, brought in their report, which being read, was agreed to 
| and 1 is as follows: 


8 


That after mature conſideration had thereon they are of opinion, 
that it 18 not adviſeable or proper for the Congrets to grant the 


1 prayer of the ſaid petition. 


Ordered, that the delegates of Prat call on the treaſur- 
ers, and enquire of them what ſum of hard money they have col- 


lected, and report to Senn 
Reſolved, 


[of 
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Reſolved, That the Committee appointed to confer with the In- 
diane conclude their conference with them, by returning them a 
friendly anſwer, and making them a ſmall preſent. 

The Committee appointed to examine the journal, &c. laid before 
Congreſs a liſt of the ſeveral matters — which are yet unfiniſh- 
ed. 

Ordered, That the ſeveral Ses to i any matters 
are referred, conclude their buſineſs with all convenient diſpatch, 
and report to Congreſs. 

Ordered, That the ſecond paragraph in gen. Seb ker 8 letter, re- 


lative to the meaſures taken by che miniſterial agents, to engage 5 
the Indians in a war with theſe colonies be publiſhed. 


Adjourned to ten o'clock on Tueſday next. 


Tus spa, December 26, 1775. 
TWO letters from gen. Waſhington of the 14th and 16. with one 


encloſed from Dr. Morgan, a letter from gov. Trumbull, of the 
20th, with a reſolution of the Aſſembly of the colony of Connec- 
ticut; alſo a letter from ſundry maſters of eg dated * : 


September 19, being received, were read. 


The deputy muſter maſter general, ſent to Congreſi the muſter- 


rolls of the Pennſylvania battalion by him muſtered. « 


Reſolved, That the deputy muſter-maſter be directed to repair to 5 
New- Jerſey, and muſter the battalions raiſed i in that een, and 
make return to Congreſs. 


Reſolved, That Friday next be aligned foi taking into a 


deration the propriety of opening the ports of the United Colonies, 


after the firſt day of March next. 
The Congreſs took into conſideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the ſtate of the trenfury, and thereupon came to the follow- 


ing reſolutions: _ 
Whereas an eſtimate hath lately been formed of the public ex- 
pence already ariſen, and which may acerue in the defence of Ame- 

rica, to the 10th day of June next, in purſuance whereof this Con- 


greſs on the 29th of November, reſolved that a farther ſum of three 
millions of dollars be emitted in bills of credit. 


Reſolved, That the thirteen United Colonies be pledged Gor th - 


race nen of the bills of credit ſo directed to be emitted. 


That each colony provide ways and means to fink its proportion 


of ſaid bills, in ſuch manner as may be moſt effectual, and beſt 
adapted to the condition, circumſtances, and equal mode of levy- 
ing taxes in each colony, 


That the proportion or quota of cach reſpective colony be de- 


termined according to the number of inhabitants of all ages, in- 
cluding negroes and mulattoes in each colony. 


That it be recommended to the ſeveral Aſſemblies, Conventions, 
or Councils, or Committees of ſafety of the reſpeQive colonies to 


aſcertrin ; 
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uſcertain, by the wat impartial aud effectual means in their power, 


the number of inhabitants in each reſpective colony, taking care 


that the liſts be authenticated by the oaths of the ſeveral perſong 
who ſhall be intruſted with this ſervice; and that the ſaid Aſſem- 
blies, Conventions, Councils, or Commnitters of ſafety, do reſpec. 

_ tively lay before this Congreſs a return of the number of inhabi. 

tants of their an a 8 as ſoon as the ſame ſhall be at 
cured. 


That each colony pay its eee quota in four equal pay- 


ments; the firſt ro be made on or before the laſt day of November 
1783; the ſecond, on or before the laſt day of November 1784; 


the third, on or before the laſt day of November 1785; and the 


fourth or laſt, on or before the laſt day of November 1786; and 
that for this end, the ſeveral Aſſemblies or Conventions provide 
for laying and levying taxes in their reſpective colonies, towards 
e Continental bills: that the ſaid bills be received by the 


collectors in payment of ſuch taxes, and be by the collectors paid 


Into the hands of the provincial treaſurers, with all ſuch other mo- 
nies as they may receive in lieu of the Continental bills; which 
other monies the provincial treaſurers ſhall endeavour to get ex- 
changed for Continental bills, and where that cannot be done, ſhall 
ſend to the Continental treaſerers the deficiency in ſilver and gold, 
Is with the bills, making up the quota to be ſunk in that year; takx- 
in care to cut, by a circular punch of an inch diameter, an hole 
In ſuch bills, and to croſs the ſame, thereby to render them un- 
paſſable, though the ſum or value is to remain fairly legible; and 
the Continental treaſurers, as faſt as they receive the {aid quotas, 


ſhall, with the aſſiſtance of a committee of five perſons to be ap- 
pointed by the Congrels, if ſitting, or by the Aſſembly, or Con- 
vention of the province of Pennſylvania, examine and count the 
Continental bills, and in the preſence of the ſaid committee, burn 
and deſtroy them; and the filver and gold ſent them to make up 


the deficiencies Px quotas, they ſhall retain in their hands until de- 
manded in redemption of Continental bills, that may be brought 


to them for that purpoſe, which bills ſo redeemed, they ſhall alſo 


burn and deſtroy in the preſence of the ſaid Committee; and the 
treaſurers, whenever they have filver and gold in their hands for 
the redemption of Continental bills, ſhall advertiſe the ſame, fi igni- 
fying that they are ready to give gold or ſlver, for ſuch bills to 
all perſons requiring it in exchange. . 


The reports of the committees on general Schuyler's Ll and 


the report of the committee ſent to Ticonderoga being read. 


Reſolved, That the ſame be recommitted to Mr. Dickinſon, Mr. 


McKean, Mr. Wythe, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Jefferſon, and Mr. Lang- 


don. 
The report of che committee to whom was referred a paragraph 


of lord Sterhng” s letter to the Congreſs, complaining that ſeveral 
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of his recruits had been arreſted and impriſoned for triffling debts, 
being taken into conſideration, was apreed to, as follows : 


Whereas there is reaſon to believe that divers perſons, either 


from inattention to the public good, or with deſign to retard the 
recruiting ſervice, have arreſted and impriſoned, for very triffling 
| debts, many ſoldiers, who had engaged to riſque their lives in de- 


fence of the liberties of America.; and as it has always been found 


neceſlary in time of war to regulate and reſtrain a practice of ſuch 
_ pernicious (ENGENTY' and i in ſuch caſes to abate the rigour of the 


law: 


= Reſolved, therefore, That it pe recommended to the ſeveral 1. | 


latures in theſe colonies, whether Aſſemblies or Conventions, to 


paſs acts or ordinances, prohibiting the arreſts of continental ſol- 
diers for ſmall debts; and in order that the ſame rule may pervade 
all the colonies, that no ſoldier be arreſted at the ſuit of any of his 
_creditors, unleſs the ſaid creditor make oath, that the ſaid ſoldier 
is juſtly indebted to him in the ſum of thirty-five dollars over and 
above all diſcounts; and that the eſtate of no ſuch ſoldier be liable 
to attachment at the ſuit of, or for the benefit of all his creditors, 
unleſs their debts in the whole, on being aſcertained by their oaths, 
ſhall amount to more than one hundred and fifty dollars. : 
Reſolved, That the ſeveral letters received from lord Stirling be 
referred to a committee of three, who are directed to report; an 
_ anſwer, 
N members choſen; Mr. Ad, ON W. Livingſton, nd 5 
Mr. Jay. 
Refolved, That the battalion raiſed in Ne be ſupplied 


with gun- - bruſhes, prickers, double-worms, ſcrew-drivers, and oil; 


and that it be recommended to the Committee of lafety of the ſaid 


colony to provide the ſame. 


| Whereas this Congreſs, by a reſolution paſſed the 15th day of 
July laſt, did direct that every veſſel importing into theſe colonies, | 
gun-powder, ſalt- -petre, ſulphur, and other military ſtores therein 
ſpecifyed, within nine months from the date thereof, ſhou!d be 


ermittcd to load and export the produce of theſe colonies, to the 


value of ſuch powder and ſtores aforeſaid, the non- exportation 6 


greement notwithſtanding, by permits from the Committees of the 
ſeveral colonics; to the _ therefore, that this Congreſs may be 


the better formed of the quantity of military ſtores, which are or : 
| ſhall be ſo imported, and of the produce exported 1 in enen 
of the reſolution aforeſaid: | 


Reſolved, That it be recommended to all committees 1 whom 
any permits, under the ſaid reſolution, have been or may be grant - 


ed, to tranſmit to this Congreſs, from time to time, a true account 
of the military ſtores, Oc. imported, and of the proguee be 


with the price and value of both. 
Ordered, That the foregoing reſolution be publiſhed. 
The 
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The committee appointed to prepare inſtructions to lieutenant- 
colonel Irvine brought i in a e e which being read, was a- 
greed to. 

Adjourned to ten 0 clock to-morrow. 


Wanda December 27, 1775. 


A letter of the 21ſt, from the committee of inſpection of the 
town of Lancaſter, encloſing the paroles of the officers there, 


being received, was read. 


Reſolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with capt. Motte, and conſult with him on the beſt method of 
providing the guard under his command with 3 on their 


return home. 


The members choſen, Mr. Cuſhing, Mr. Deane, ms Mr. 


Lynch. 


Tae Congreſs then took into conſideration the report of the 


conimittèee on the ſtate of Virginia, and after debate, the farther, 


couſideration thereof at the 298 5 of a Sony was 9 till 
to-morrow. _ 


'Fhe committee ee to confer with capt. Motte, brought 


in 3 their report, which being read, was agreed to as follows: 


That they find, ſome of ſaid guard have upwards of 240 miles 


to march: that they will be content with right dollars each, and 


bear their own expences to their reſpe&ive homes, or to be fup- 
plied by a commillary, or any other way as the Congreſs ſhall 
judge belt, 


It 1s the opinion of the committee, that the faid guard receive 


a ſum not exceeding 8 dollars each, in lieu of all other Proviſion 


for their return, therefore, 


Reſolved, That capt. Motte be 3 to pay to his guard 


for. the purpoſe aforeſaid, a ſum not exceeding 8 dollars to any 


one, according to their reſpective diſtances, and that he return to 


the committee of claims, a liſt of his men, and an account of the 
payments to them made. 


Adjourned to ten o clock to-morrow, 


e December 28, 1775.1 > 
The committee of claims reported, that there is due to Sache- 


veral Wood, the ſum of 91.9 dollars, for ſupport of 17 men to the 
2 1ſt December, who are confined 1 in the Sol of Philadelphia, by 
order of Congreſs. 


Ordered, That the ſame be 8 
Neſolved, That an order be drawn on the treaſurers in favour of 
G; Wythe, Eſq; one of the committee appointed to confer with 


the Indians for the ſum of 13 % dollars as a preſent to ſaid Indians. 
Reſolved, That an order 5 drawn on the treaſurers, in favour 


of ae. committee of ſafety of Pennſylvania for the ſum of 8000 


dollars 


j 
| 
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do lars, for the uſe of the battalion raiſed in ſaid colony, the: nid 


committee to be accountable for the lame. 


The Congreſs reſumed the conſideration of the PASO of the 


committee on the ſtate of Virginia, and Rea came to the 
following reſolution. 


Reſolved, That fix battalions are neceſſary to be nmetingly 


ralfed in Virginia, and that they be raiſed accordingly, upon the 
lame terms, and paid as the continental forces in the camp at 
Cambridge, unleſs the convention of that colony can raiſe them 
on better term. | 
The Congreſs took into contention the report of the ſecret 


committee, which being in part agreed to. 


Reſolved, That the farther conlideration thereof. be poſtponed ein 


to-morrow. | 


Reſolved, That a committee of five be appointed to take into. 


conſideration the ſtate of New Forks and report (hereon to Con- 
greſs. 


The members 3 Mr. Lynch, Mr. Deane, Mr. Wythe, | 
Mr. W. Livingſton, and Mr. Jay. 
The committee to whom the petition of capts. Paddock and 5 

Coffin was referred, brought in their report, which was read. 


_ Adjourned to ten 0 clock to-morrow. 


Faivay, December 29, 1778. 


> petition of capt. Sellick was preſented to Congreſs ind 3 : 
3 That the ſaid petition, with the papers accompany- 


it, be referred to a committee of three. 
he members choſen, Mr. Smith, Mr. Floyd, and Mr. F. 
Lee. | 


Ordered to lie on 8 PAS RE 


nformation being given to Congreſs of a quantity of arms 1 
ammunition, which may be procured: _ bt, 
Reſolved, That a committee of three be appointed to enquire 


farther into this matter. 
The members choſen, Mr. McKean, Mr. Jay; and Mr. 


Lynch. 
 Agrecable to the order of the day, the Congreſs od itſelf | 


into a committee of the whole, to take into conſideration the 


trade of the united colonies, and after ſome time ſpent thereon, 

the preſident reſumed the chair, and Mr. Ward reported that the 
committee had taken into conſideration, the matter to them refer- 
red, and had come to certain reſolutions which he was ready to re- 

port. 
— The report of the committee being read, the Congreſs took the 
| fame into conſideration, and thereupon came to the following re- 


Reſolved, . 


ſolution. 


A petition from a number of the inhabitants of Pennſylvania 
= being read. 
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Neſolved, That the colonies of Virginia, Maryland aud North- 


Carolina be permitted to export produce from their reſpective co- 


lonies to any part of the world except Great-Britain, Ireland, the 
iſlands of Jerſey, Guernſey, Sark, Alderney and Mann and the 
Britiſh Weit India iſlands and in return to import ſo much ſalt 


from any part of the world not prohibited by the Aſſociation as 
the conventions or councils of ſafety of the two former colonies 


and the provincial councils of ſafety of the two former colonies 
and the provincial council of the other ſhall judge neceſſary for the 
| uſe of the inhabitants thereof now ſuffering great diftreſs by the i 
ſcarcity of that neceſſary article, proper caution being taken to 
prevent any abuſe of this indulgence by exceeding in the quanti- 
ties exported or imported, and that no proviſions, ſtaves, or naval 
ſtores be exported, if other commodities may anſwer the purpoſe. 
Neſolved, That as the importation of any univerſally neceſſary 
eonimodity, and the exportation of our produce, to purchaſe the 
ſame, mult give a proportionably greater opportunity to our ene- 
mies of making depredations, on the property of the inhabitants 
of theſe colonies, and of occaſionally diſtreſſing them by intercep- 
ting ſuch commodities, it is earneſtly recommended to the ſeveral _ 
aſſemblies or conventions immediately to promote, by ſufficient 
public l SON the making ſalt 1 in their reſpective colo- 

nies. 


Ordered, That the foregoing reſolution be immediately pub- 


lihed. 


The committee on ladies und brought i in their report. | 
The committee on lord erliegt 8 letters alſo brought f in their 


port. 
A letter of the 1600 from the committee of correſpondence in 


Virginia, was laid before Congreſs and read. 
_ Ordered to lie on the table. 


The order of the day being renewed, and the ſeveral. matters 


to this day referred being poſtponed. 
Adjourned to ten o'clock to-morrow. 1 8 


1 8 zo, 17756. 
| Too latiers from general Waſhington of the 19th and 2 1ſt, 


encloſing a copy of a letter to general Howe, and accompanied A 


with a number of intercepted letters being received and read. 
Reſolved, That the letters from the general, and the intercept- 


ed letters, be referred to a committee of five. 


The members choſen, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Wythe, 


Mr. Deane. and Mr. S. Adams. 


A letter from general Schuyler of the 2 rſt being received, was 
read. | 


Another letter from general Waſhington, dated 14th Decem- 


5 brought by two ſtrangers, was laid before Congreſs and 
read. Ne e, 
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Reſolved, That this be referred to the ſecret committee, who 
are directed to confer with the bearers, and to purſue ſuch mea» 


ſures as they may think proper for the intereſt of the united colo - 
nies. | 
Neſolved, That major Preſton have leave to go to Amboy to viſit 
his uncle who lives there, and to remain in that place one week, 
and then to return to Philadelphia, and wait the orders of Congreſs, 


The Committee appointed to enquire into the grounds 'of the 
information, reſpecting a quantity of arms and ammunition being 


to be procured, report; that they have examined into the ſame, and 
have received intelligence that a quantity of arms and ammunition, 
and other articles are concealed in Tryon county, in which alſo 


there ate ſeveral tories armed and inlitted i in the enemies e 


whereupon, 


Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee be rel ta commanidate 


this intelligence to gen. Schuyler, and in the name of the Congreſs, 

deſire him to take the moſt ſpeedy and effectual meaſures for ſecu- 
ring the ſaid arms and military ſtores, and for difarmang: the ſaid 

tories, and apprehending their chiefs. | 
Reſolved, That an order be drawn on the treaſurers in favour of . 
the ſaid Committee, for the ſum of forty dollars, for errut the 
buſineſs to them committed. 


Ordered, That the delegates of Pennſylvania do immediately: 


count the filver and gold in the treaſury, and forward the ſame 
with all convenient ſpeed uuder a guard of five men to gen. Schuy+- 
Jer; and that the perſons to be ſent by the foregoing Committee 


accompany ſaid guard. 


Reſolved, That the treaſurers be empowered to employ a broker 


to collect ſilver and gold, in exchange for continental bills of cre» 


dit. 
The Sen on capt Sellick's petition, broughe i in their re- 


port, which was read. 


Refolved, That the contents of the intercepted letters this day 
read, and the ſteps which Congreſs may take in conſequence of 


the intelligence thereby given, be kept ſecret until farther orders, 


excepting only that the delegates of Virginia and South - Caro- 
lina have leave to ſend to their Conventions, extracts of ſuch parts 
of the ſaid letters, as they may think neceſlary for the welfare of 
their colonies. 
Is Committee on the petition of ſundry merohanty'i in Philadel- ; 
phia, alſo brought in their report, which was read. 


Adjourned to ten o 'clock on Monday next. 


END or ru FIRST VOLUME. 


To VOLUME I 


A 


Ac COUNTS, orders for | payment to | be brd 57 the | 


preſident, 


Acts of Parliament reſtraining commerce, 
| Addreſs to the people of Great- Britain, 
to the inhabitants of Quebec, 
to the inhabitants of the- colonies, 5 
from the Pariſh of St. John's in Georgia, 
to the inhabitants of Canada, 
a ſecond to the inhabitants of Great- Britain 


to the aſſembly of Jamaica, 
to the people of Ireland, 

| to captain White Eyes, 
Admiralty courts eſtabliſhed, 


Agents in England, their circular letter, 


Aids de camp, their pay, 


Alliſon Rev. Dr. to preach on the general faſt, 


Alarm poſts to convey intelligence, 


 Alfop John, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, 
Allen Eathan, cruelly treated by the enemy, 
Alexander Robert, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, 
American army, rules and regulations of, 


Anderſon Ephraim, adjutant, 


Army at Boſton, money for their uſe, 
Arms, manufactory of, recommended, 


Page 208 


128, 234, 


22 


thoſe purchaſed at Rhode: Iſland, not to be a 80116 


charge, 


furniſhed the troops going to Northampton, 


Arnold colonel, his letter from Crown-Point, | 


280 
ibid. 
111 


* of Pennſylvania, their letter to Congreſs, reſpecting 


Connecticut claims, 


 Refolves of Congreſs thereupon, 
Aſſembly of Pennſylvania apply for money, 


ſend a meſſage to Congreſs, 


Aſſociation for a non- importation, &c. 


B 


Ballots, when equal, how determined, 
Barnet William, appointed ſurgeon, 


Vor. I. 


15 


215 


Bartlet 


LN D E Xs 
Bartlet Joſiah, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, 
Battalions to be raiſed in Pennſylvania, 
Batteries in the highlands of New-York, 
| Bedford Gunning, deputy muſter-maſter, ND 
ordered to muſter the Pennſylvania troops, 287 


Bermuda addreſſes Congreſs, 


excepted from the non-importation agreement, 


Berton Peter, his petition diſmiſſed, 
Beveridge David, his petition conſidered, 
Boerum Simon takes his ſear in Seazees 
Baſton, hoſtile appearances there, 


may be attacked when the general thinks fit, 
Bounty given at Rhode - Iſſand, no o continental charge, 


Box major, promoted, 
Boyd Dr. appointed ſurgeon, 


Brewer major, promoted, 
Bull 7ohn, colonel, 
c 
Campbell Donald, promoted, 
Campbell, Symes and others, taken priſoners, 
| Canada, addreſs to, 
not to be invaded by the 8 
Cafwell Richard, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, _ 
| Church Benjamin, director general of the hoſpital, 
correſponds with the enemy, 
is cloſe confined, 
Cloathing for the army, 


/ 


Page 202 


287 
215 
169 


161 
253 


4 


22 
23 


302 
281 
204 
291 
204 


258 


169 
224 
107 
111 
Be + 
179 


220 


| | 238 
233 243, 281 


Clough Alexander, adjutant, 1 
Clymer George, continental treaſurer, | 186 
Coin captain, his veſſel detained at New-Vork, 119 
_ Commiſtioners for indian affairs, | 168 
Commiſſary of ſtores for New-York e 169 
Commuſſary general to provide beef and pork, - 210 
inſtructions to him, 233 
Commrres to ſtate the rights of the colonies, "Fi 
their report, 20 
to prepare an addreſs to the king, So BY 
of Bolton, their letter to Congreſs, 816 33 
to prepare an addreſs to Great- Britain, 1 
to prepare an addreſs to Quebec, &c. 86 


to prepare a letter to the people of Canada, 106 
to deviſe means of procuring military ſtores, ibid. 
for eſtabliſhing continental poſts. 109 


to prepare a letter to the convention of Boſton, 
to draft a petition to the king, 


to prepare a ſecond addrefs to 8 7 g 13 


to prepare an addreſs to Jamaica, 
e COMMITTEE 
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CommTTEE to form an eſtimate of expences, Page 113, 172 
to plan a general hoſpital, - 2s. 
to ſuperintend the printing of money, 273 
to report on Ld. North's conciliatory reſol. 174 
to reviſe the journals of Congreſs, _ 177 
for procuring lead and ſalt, 192 
for procuring medicines, 200 

for ſettling the rifle. companies accounts, 201 
bring in their accounts, 202 
for fupplying the army with proviſions, i - 
to conſider the ſtate of trade, 205 
for purchaſing wollens, _ W 


of claims, report ſundry accounts, 204, 35 6, 7, 8, 9, 


10, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 24, 26, 29, 31, 36, 
39, 250, 58, 81, 88, 95, 98, 302, 3, 7. 


of claims, a new one appointed, N 206 
of conference with general Waſhington, 208 
to take money with them for the N 210 
heir repart, 231 
- powder, may export reduce, Ke. 214 


for purchaſing goods, a draft in their favour, 214 


for ſettling diſputes between Fenntytvania and Con- 


necticut, make report, "220: 
naval, to draw on the treaſury, ) 7 
to viſit the northern army, „ 

their inſtructions, 241, 247 

for examining the treaſury, 1 — 38 

ſecret, one appointed, _ „„ 

"For ſupplying ſoldiers in the barracks, 250 

for examining frauds, 256 
of correſpondence; . 

money advanced to them, 291 
for ſettling accounts in Maſſachuſetts, diſcharged, 278 

of qualifications, _ RT, 
Commons of Great Britain, their conciliatory reſolutions, 104 
| their oppreſſive acts, 30, 142. 

Cosi reſolution; opinion of Congreſs thereon, 188 

Senden, their firſt meeting at Philadelphia, 1 

form rules for their own government, - 10 

their opinion and advice on the proceedings of the 

county of Suffolk, 5 = 0B 
adviſe the merchants to enter into a non: importation | 

agreement, 20 

their advice to the 3 of Boſton, 25, 26 

their letter to governor Gage, 25 

their declaration of rights, | 27 

addreſs the people of Great-Britain, pes | 

oY „ ConGREss, 


r 


Cox GRESS, their memorial to the Britiſh colonies, Page 45 
their reſolve reſpecting the carrying perſons beyond 
ſea for trial, 6 
their letter to St. John's, Ke ibid. 
their acknowledgments to friends in England, 57 
their letter to the agents in England, N 
addreſs the inhabitants of Quebec, &c. ibid. 
thank the aſſembly of Penn niylvania, OS. 
_ diſſolve themſelves, ai. 
the ſecond meet at Philadelphia, 3 
their petition to the king, | N 67 
provincial of Maſſachuſetts- Bay, their letter, 81 
iſſue bills of credit, I 
their letter to Dr. Franklin, 5 > 
their letter to the inhabitants of Great-Britain, "08 
adviſe the colony of New-York, e 
cConſider the ſtate of America, 5 10 
reſolve on a non- exportation to colonies not repre- 
- ſented in Congreſs 102 


reſolve to put the colonies in a ſtate of 1 105 


direct the militia of New-York to be armed and | 


trained, 106 
their letters to Canada, „ 107 
reſolve to defend Crown: point, 15 1 

adviſe the convention of Maſſachuſetts-Bay, 1156 
raiſe 6 companies of ae „ 118 
form the militia, 170 
appoint a general for their army, 119 

model their army, _ 120 

reſolve to ſupport and aſſiſt their general, 122 
order troops to New-York, 120 
order troops to Boſton, —- = 
their firſt emiſſion of money, 1 
conciliate the friendſhip of the indians, 5 141 
their public declaration, 143 
their ſecond petition to the king, 149 
their ſecond addreſs to the people of Great-Britai 1 
their letter to the Lord Mayor, | 159 
their letter to Richard Penn, Eſq; 160 
reſolves reſpecting the indians, L 161 
encourage the importation of e Kc. 168 
their addreſs to the aſſembly of Jamaica, 174 
encreaſe their army, . 
emit more money, e 
form a general poſt- office, ibid. 
form a general hoſpital, _ ———_—p 
addreſs to the people of Ireland, | 180 
fix the pay of their officers, - 180- 


CONGRESS 


Co 


Concnrss fix the quota of each colony, Page 186, 304. 
their opinion of the conciliatory N | 188 : 
adjourn, 1094 
endeavour to intercept two veſſels bound to Canada, 2 12 
order gold and ſilver to be collected, Bay: 
recommend an arreſt of ſuſpicious perſons, ibid. 
fortify Hudſon's river, 2414, 240 
direct an eſtimate to be made of damage done by the 
enemy, 0 222 
flit out cruizers, VVV 
their reſolves reſpecting wake, Es 58 
ſupply the northern army with cloathing, - 230-- 
their inſtructions to the council of N. Hampſhire, 231 
augment and regulate their army, _ 233 
eſtabliſh packets, 23509 -- 
| ſupply Bermuda with proviſions, -1 3 
ſupply the indians, e 
model their navy 259, 274 
reſolve another emiſſion, „ VVV = 
promote the recruiting On ͤ | 
their inſtructions to Virginia, „„ 
reſolve that no colony ſhall ſeparately petition the 9 
ere, n 
their reply to the king” 8 proclamation, "283 
urge the eaſtern governments to aſſiſt the general with | 
their militia, 5 5 288 
augment their navy, 292 2 
engage to repay New- Vork and Pennſylvania the pow- 20 
: der and arms borrowed from them, 298 
their reſolves on the diſputes | between Pennſylvania: 5 
| and Connecticut, 209 - | 
Connecticut urged to compleat their levies, _ 1 
85 forbid to ſettle lands in Pennſylvania, 303 
Connolly major, taken priſoner, 274 | 
Connolly, Cameron and Smith, confined at Philadelphia, 286 
Currency continental, how to be ſunk, | 186, 304 
form of the bills, ; 280 
_ reſolve for the fupport of i its credit, 304 
Crown Point i in danger, „ i 
1 Declaration of rights, 1 27 
: on taking; up arms, 143 
on the king's proclamation, 282 | 
Delegates, their firſt meeting, | I 
their ſecond Congreſs, | 73 
additional, | i 
for Pennſvlvania, 236 
„„ Delegates 


DEX 


Delegates may frank letters, . 
not to be abſent without 75 250 
Depoſitions reſpecting Lexington battle, 84 
Deſerters, penalties on thoſe that harbour them, 234 
Dickinſon Fohn, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, 31 
Doors of Congreſs to be ſhut during buſineſs, S 79 
Duche Rev. Mr. opens Congreſs with prayers, i, 
to preach on the general faſt, 169 


to preach Mr. Randolph's funeral ſermon, 223 


Dunmore lord, contravenes the non-exportation agreement, 274 


his conduct in Virginia, 279 
Dyer colonel, bis a account for medicines ſettled, by 288 
1 Timothy, commiſſioner for indian affairs | „ 
Emiſſions of bills of credit, es 1 125, 72 
Falmouth burnt, | | . 228 
Faſt, a general one appointed, bs N 117 
Fenton Fohn, obtains leave to So to England, | "BON -- 
Field officers, | 125, 238 
Fleming Edward, adjutant general for the northern anf, 200 
Flints, a quantity purchaſed. 281 
Franklin Dr. obtains leave to land his books, Kc. 8 199 
. poſt- maſter general, 178 
Franks David, commilſary of priſoners, 277 
6 
Cage general, fortifies Boſton, — 33 
a letter to him from Congreſs, — 25 
his letter to the preſident, ED 66 
Gates Horatio, adjutant general, . | "182 
Georgia accedes to the general aſſociation, 172 
delegates apply for advice, reſpecting two cargoes from 
__ Great-Britain, 201 5 
proceedings there, laid before Congreſs, 5 97 
delen gel, _ EE 234 
Gridlzy Mr. colonel of artillery, 8 an 
_-mndemnihed, - 1 
Gunpowder, the manufacture of, recomended, 116, 168 
Hall Lyman, N his ſeat in Congreſs, > 97 
Halſted Matthias, appointed quarter-maſter, 300 
Hancock ohn, Eſq; preiident of Congreſs, 104 
Hooper William, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, „ 


Hanſon John, commiſſary, pro tempore, „ 243 


Hay, 


Let 
Let 


N d 1 . 


Hay lieutenant, returns to England on parole, | Page 293 


Henry Patrick, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, 1 
Herring Jobn, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, | 21 
Hewes Fe Pb, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, 13 
added to the committee of claims, e 
Hillegar Michael, continental treaſurer, _ 186 
Holmes James, appointed ſurgeon, 8 300 
Hopkins Stephen, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, ö 103 
Hopkins Ezek. commander of the fleet, . 
| Hoſpital general, committee to frame one, 172 
framed and eſtabliſhed,  _ 178 
Hudſon's river, fortified, : - 2144240: 
Hudſon Fonathan, his petition and reſolves thereon, BR 2 
Vel, addreſs to the aſſembly of V 174 
Fefferſon Thomas, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, 8 124 
0 e, captain allowed to carry provilions to Nantucket, 276 
this reſolve reconſidered, 480, $09: 
Indians, danger of a rupture with them in Virginia, > "Bol 
efforts to obtain their friendſhip, _ I S589 
a ſpeech to be made to them, „ 
a treaty with them at Albany, _ „ 
miniſterial agents endeavour to engage them in the war, 304 
arrive at Philadelphia, 302, 304 
Inhabitants, number in each colony to be taken, e 
Intelligence conveyed by alarm poſts, 215 
Fones Wille, commiſſioner for indian affairs, 173 
Journals of Congreſs ordered to be publiſhed, 56 
Irvine Fames, heutenant-colonel, 258 
; Judge advocate his pay, - 5 204 
Kinſe 75 Famer, & John Dehart, reſign their feats in Congreſs, 275 
Kirkland Samuel, indian miſſionary, | 247 
Knox Henry, colonel of artillery, 2 25 
to inſpect the forts on Hudſon' 8 river, 279 : 
Lead to be ſearched for and collected, 192 
Letter to general Gage from the county of Suffolk, 18 
to the colonies of St. John's &c. 56 
to the American agents in England, 58 
from general Gage to the preſident of Congreſs, 66 
circular from the agents in England, 9 
from the provincial congreſs of Matlachuſets-Bay to Con- 
greſs, 81 
to the inhabitants of Great - Britain, 95 
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Letter to the inhabitants of Canada, Page 107 
to the lord mayor of London, 2 fe 159 
to Richard Penn, Eſq; NT ns | 160 
from Bermuda, 155 19 
Letters ſeveral during the receſs of Congreſs, 199 
to delegates and commanders in chief poſt free, 243» 244 
intercepted, ordered to be publiſhed, wth 291 
of thanks to the general officers in the northern army, ibid. 
intercepted and ſecrecy enjoined : 310 
Lee Richard Henry, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, | | | 10 
Lee Charles, ſecond major-general, | 123 
Lexington, battle, an account of | 84 
Library company of Philadelphia offer Congreſs the uſe of their 
| , - ey e 
Lietenants, ſecond their pay in marching regiments, 2210 
Livingſton Malter, commiſſary for the New-York ne, 169 
Livingſton Henry B. honoured by Congreſs, 291 
, Lowry pane commiſſary i in 1 News r 2432, 28 
5 Many, captain takes A prize, „„ 5 = 289 
Marines, ordered to be raiſed, e " "240 
Maryland, ſends new delegates to esel 8 198 
 Matlack Timothy, appointed clerk of Congreſs, TY 100 
to take charge of military — 2319 
Matroſſes to be raiſed in New-York, 226 
McGregor Dougal, his petition, | 282 
Mead and company, permited to export produce, 294 
Midaleton Henry, choſen preſident of Senden. 56 
M.ilitia, rules for its regulation, 110 
5 not to be called out without conſent of the legiſlature, 285 
| Military ſtores, account of their importation called for, 309 
Minutes of the preceeding day to be read every morning, 1 
Money advanced for the uſe of the army, : 20%; 197 - 
ſent to the northern army, 8 221 
advanced to the pay maſter general, f . 5 248 
= to Georgia, . > 243 
to the convention of New: Yrky 5 248 
to New- Jerſe r,, f 245 
to Pennſylvaniaͤa Ass, 307 
to New-Hampſhire and \ aſachuſets-Bay, 278 
to Rhode-Ifland, 291 
. Lewis, colonel, commiſſary for indian affairs, - ou 
 Mpntcrieff Pat. obtains leave to go to Eng /end, 141 
Montgomory, general takes Montreal, 272 
is promoted, 288 


allowed to purchaſe cloathing for his army, ibid. 
Monigomiery, 


. 8 | T N DEX 


A e Abbe table. expences, Page 291 + 
Morgan Dr. Jobn, director general of the hoſpital, 221 
Me Fherſon captain, ſent to camp, - 223 

Morris Anthony, major, | bh 258 
| Motion in Congreſs, not to be made after 12 o'clock, 297 
| Motte captain, priſoners under his care diſpoſed of, | 296 

money advanced him, 296, 297 
0 his guard provided for, 307 
Murray Robert and John, their memorial, | 106 
Murray. Sanſom and ney; ; Fore on their memorial, 249 
N — 
Nantucket, reſolve reſpecting oreviions exported thereto, . 
cT0o be ſupplied with proviſions - 2906 
this reſolve re-confidered, 280, 289 
Navy continental Formed,” © = "200 


rules and regulations of, | 
Naval committee, to fit out armed veſlels for the defence of Cheſa- 


„ e 
to engage ſeamen and purchaſe ftores, „ 
a new one appointed; „ 5 289 | 
impowered to augment the navy, + 292 
to draw on the treaſury, _ ogy - 
to iſſue warrants to their officers, and direct the 
N operations of the 275 F 
Naval officers appointed, . '. #bide 
now- Tu ey, to raiſe two battalions, 5 46 
troops ſupplied and ordered to march, 286 
 New- Hampſhire applies to Congreſs for advice, n 
the reply of Congreſs, 231 
| Newton Downham, permitted to export. "292" 
8 e applies to Congreſs for advice, „ 
department, the army there modelled, „ ney 
applies for money, not granted, SON 
Non- -importation agreement reſolved on, 7-4 wo 
explained and extended, 193 
North lord, his conciliatory reſolution, — 104. 
-.--.-:-.” endeavours to enforce t. _ 110 
5 North. Carolina, reſolves for raiſing the militia, 127. 
applies for money, NN 
Battalions put on the eſtabliſhment, "278 © 
Nova- Scotia applies to join the aſſociation, 230 
O 


: Officers Britiſh, not allowed to negociate bills of exchange, 113 


Officers to take an oath. of fidelity, 187 


Officers having ſerved, to be preferred in the new inliftments, 233 
in the navy, their Pay, 287 
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Prokets eſtablithed, 


Paddarck and Coffin Petitids Con greſs R 


Pay of various officers, aſcertained, 


of the continental treaſurers, 
of the navy, 
Pay- maſter general to give ſecurity, 
Penn Fohn, takes his feat i in Congrels, 
Pennſylvania to raiſe one battalion, - 

, 10 raiſe eight companies of riflemen, 
money granted for the purpole, _ 
committee to nominate their own officers, 
and Connecticut, diſputes between them, 
battalion, allowances made them, 

Nene to the king, 
Philips Eliſha, commiſſary for the northern way 5 


Pomeroy general, Tuperceded, 
Poſt-office formed, 
Powder to be manufactured and imported, 


an account of, ta be taken, : 
report made, | 
Prefident may adjourn Congreſs, 
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Page 250 


302 
155 
187 


287 


179 
218 


ibid. 


125 


243 


116, 
200 
206 


294 
299 


306 
149 


206 
11 
177 


168 
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Praten major and others, to repay money advanced them, 288 
obtains leave to go to Lancaſter, 297 
allowed to go to Amboy, 310 
Price Thomas, money advanced him, Eo. 7 
Priſoners, taken at St. John's, diſpoſed of, 2513 252, 270. 
arrive at Philadelphia, „ 
of war, reſolves concerning 9 2 
allowed to ſell their bills for ſubliſtance, 288 
may chooſe their reſidence, 296 
Prizes naval, diſtribution of, 261 
5 Proclamation: of the king, remarks on, 282 
| Purviance Meſſrs. their memorial, 208 
Putnam Hael, major 5 | 234. 
Quarter-maſter genera], his rank, 302 
Qota of each colony, how determined, "408 
R 
; Randolph Pe ton, firſt preſident of Congreſs, 2 
preſident of the ſecond Congreſs, . 
ä his death and funeral, 5 243 
Rank of continental and provincial officers, 238 
Read foſeph, his letter reſpecting cloathing, | 200 
Recruiting ſervice promoted, 274 
e er diſpoſed of 281 
Reponvills 


IN D E X. 


by Mr. permitted to repair to Philadelphia, 2 Page 301 5 
Reſolve reſpecting the carrying perſons beyond ſea for trial, 56 


the troops from N. Vork, ordered to join him, ibid. 
directed to ſearch for lead at Crown-Point, 2 bs 
ordered to diſarm the tories in Tryon county, 310 


Sufel county, their reſolves and addreſe to general Gage, 13 


Surgeons 


Reſolution conciliatory, of the houſe of commons, 104 

| Reſolves on the taking of Ticonderoga, e - BOS 
Reſolution conciliatory, enforced, „„ .- 

- Rhode-1fland, urged to compleat its levies, 0 1172 
Riflemen, tix companies to be raiſed, e 18 
Roſs George, takes his ſeat in Congrels, ä 

| Ruler and ANI" or the-army,. 128, 2343 #79" 

1 deen arp, 5 262, 281, 287 

Galt allowed to be imported, 5 309 

method of making it, enquired into, 19 

Salt · petre and ſulphur to be collected, — 1 

the importation encouraged, ' . 

the manufactory of it promoted, 22 I, 245, 247 
Salt-petre mine in Virginia, "6-1 
ſulphur & arms may be imported IE theW. Indies, ibid, 

Salt - petre committee may draw on the treaſury, 3 

| eber Philip, major general, ET ID 1 

Powers given him, = 173 
blank commiſſions ſent to 1 | _- "moo 
intelligence from him, publiſhed, — 20 


| ſilver and gold tranſmitted to him ia 
Scammel major, promoted, 204 
Secrecy enjoined the members of Congreſs, 79 
. reſpecting intercepted letters, 5 1 
Seamen, their pay, EE. = 
Shinn Buddel, quarter- mater. | , 
Signers to the continental currency, 8 177, 290 
Slene major, arrives, and his papers examined, m5 
is put under parole 116 
ſent to Connecticut, 7 VV 
ſeveral reſolves concerning him, 142 
= Saldiers not to be arreſted for trifling debts, 306 
South - Carolina defended, „ 234 
directed to form a plan of government, i - 
8 Elihu and Alexander MEWhorter, money advanced, 298. 
St. John's fort taken, 449, 251, 279 
Stewart and Fackſon, their memorial. 199 
Stringer Samuel, director of the hoſpital in the northern de- 
| partment, ©..." : 200: 
Subſiſtance allowed to troops on recruiting ſervice, 217 


ö ö | % D e 
| r Oe MR A 
iS Surgeons, one > lowed to each battalion, 3 Page 286 . Fj 
9 SyMes lieutenant, taken priſoner, . T SEE 
Tk Table expences allowed commanding officers, 2 
Tea-holders, their memorial rejected, . 5 
Thomſon Charles, ſecretary of Congreſs, EN * 73 
Thomas general, promoted, i 
Thomſon William, an order on the treaſurer i in his favour, 8 N 
Tilgbman Matthew, takes his ſeat in 0. as LE | 4 
Nee taken, 8 & 8 bi 
in danger of being re-taken, 2 „ © 
the pay of the troops there, 0 126 
inſtructions to the committee appointedt to go! — . 
| Tories i in Tryon county, to be diſar med, Sy : 3180 | 
Trade, reſolves reſpecting it, * N + 200 
Treaſurers continental, appointed, 54556 Pa | 
5 . to give knie „ 23, eg x 188 
Treafury, wech for the ſupport of its credit, e 304 
TFTuyumbull Joſeph, commiſſary general, e 171 
Trumbull fonathan, pay- maſter, e 
Trumbull Foſeph, draws on 6. 00 in farour of Mr. Peary 215 
Tryon county, tories there diſarmed, = 3 10 
= Tudor W Ham Judge advocate, . BY "x86 
V | | . | 5 : | 
Veſſels re- e. taken, how difpoſed of, | ON, 481 BY | 
Vellels tranſporting ſtores, &c. to BY enemy „ lawful prize, 298 _ 
taken & carried into New-England, to be libelled there; 2090 
Virginia ſends new Delegates to Congrels, Ls „ © OC 
= troops ſent there from Pennſylvauia, n 
1 LS fix battalions raiſed there, Do os, „ 
alter Jahn, one of the indian commiſſioners, + 172 
x8 | Talker Thomas, one of the indian commiſſioners, e 
* Wa⸗ard Samuel, takes his ſeat in Congreſs, e 5 3104 
/ Mard Artimus, major general, N | „„ 122 
Murren Fames, pay-maſter general, : 1 
| VEASLINGTON TORE Eſq; appointed generaliſi mo of, the 
| 4 American army, — 11 
N his ſpeech on the occaſion, 1120 
his, commiſſion 122 
impowered to increaſe his army, 173 
\ allowed to attack Boſton, © 302 
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